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ADVERTISEMENT. 



I 



A DESIRE haviDg been expressed that the series 
of the " Statesmen of the Commonwealth " should 
be completed by a Life of Cromwell, the present 
work was undertaken. 

A second volume will include the Protectorate, 
with sketches of the various republican officers 
who co-operated with its chief. A persuasion that 
no life of the Protector could be fairly or com- 
pletely given without that addition, has induced the 
writer, while devoting the present volume to those 
personal characteristics which are embraced by the 
entire life of Cromwell, to close its detail of 
events on the eve of the usurpation. 

It was also his wish to associate with the policy 
of the Protectorate some idea of the men and 
the times of which it proved the hot-bed, in a life 
of the first Shaftesbury — that true apostle of the 
ResUmOion — vfYiiQYi will be comprised in the vo- 
lume referred to. 

It is needless to add that subsequent eras of 



VI ADVEBTISEMENT. 

English statesmanship are not likely to obtain any 
thing even approaching to the space which the neg- 
lected men of the Commonwealth have seemed 
worthily to claim, for the record of their merits or 
their services. 



58. Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
Oct. 1838. 



ERRATUM. 

Page 87. line 16. from the bottom, for « cavalry troop " read 
" cavalry regiment.'* 
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OLIVER CROMWELL. 

1599—1658. 

Oliver Cromwell was born at Huntingdon^ in the 
large gothic house to which his father's brewery was 
attached*, on the 25th of April, 1599.+ The name 

* A friend of Cromweirf last biographer. Dr. RuMel, thus describes the 
buildimg and its present state:— "That it was not,*' as stated by Mr. 
Noble, ** out of the ruins of St John's hospital that Mr. Robert Crom. 
well's mansion was erected, is manifest from the fact, that the said instl. 
tution is still existing and flourishing ; and from its Ainds is supported the 

grammar school of the town in which Oliver himself was educated. As 
romwell's ancestor/sir Richard, obtained a richidownr of the old abbey 
possessions from Henry VIIL, it has been supposed that the house and 
lands of the Ausustine ftiars came into the family in this way. But it is 
stated in the Valor Eccletiasticuty that the^ were granted to Thomas 
Andem on the suppression of the mooastenes ; and I ascertained, ftt>m 
an inspection of the ancient wiUs^ registered in the oflHoe of the archdeacon 
of Huntingdon, that the house was occupied as a brewery by a Mr. Philip 
Clamp, before it came into the possession of Robert Cromwell, the protec- 
tor's father. The latter must, therefore, have obtained the property by 
purchase ; and as his fortune was but small, we find that he continued to 
carry on the brewery formerly established on the premises. The house 
was built of sttme with gothic windows and projecting attics, and must 
have been one of the most considerable in the borough. It had extensive 
back premises in which the brewery was carried on, and a fine garden. In 
the vear 1810, the estate was purchased by James Rust, Esq., whose ex- 
tensive improvements have entirely obliterated ever^trace of the Crom. 
well mansion. Previous to this date, the chamber m which Oliver was 
born, and the room under It, remained as they were at the time when that 
event took place; and an outbuilding, noticed by Noble, in which Crom- 
well was said to have held forth to the puritans, was pointed out .to 
strangers." 
, , t I can subjoin the entry of the parish register : — ** Oliverus Alius 
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X BRITISH STATESMEN. 

he bore had not infrequently been heard of in English 
history^ but it was destined to become immortal in his 
person by the deeds with which he connected it — 
whether for good or evil^ these pages^ undertaken in no 
spirit of unjust detraction or of blind admiration^ may 
possibly help to determine. 

Milton^ in his '^ Defensio Secunda^" thus alludes to 
the family of Cromwell : — ^' Est Oliverius Cromwellus 
genere nobili atque illustri ortus : nomen republica olim 
sub regibus bene administrata clarum^ religione simul 
orthodoxa vel restituta tum primum apud nos vel stabilita 
clarius/' * The noble and illustrions race here pointed 
at was that of Thomas Cromwell^ earl of Essex; a man 
of humble birth t, but who had risen to be Henry VII I/s 
prime minister^ and vicar-general of England; and 
whose sister had married into the family of Oliver's an- 
cestors. The latter were Welsh, and bore the name of 
Williams J, until sir Richard Williams — the issue of 
this marriage between the sister of Essex and Mr. Mor- 
gan Williams, ^^ of Llanishen in the county of Glamor- 
gan,** — having risen into favour and knighthood at 



Robert! CromweV, gent, et Elisabetbie uxorig ejtu, natus 25o die Af>TiIi8, 
et bapctzatus 29o ejusdem mensis, 1599. £ registro ecclesiae paroch. sti 
Jt^annis, infi-a ofipidum Huntingdon." 

* Milton's Prose Works, by Birch, ioUo edition, vol. il p. 344<. *' Oliver 
Cromwell was sprung from a noble and illustrious family : the name was 
formerly famous in the state when well governed by kings ; more famous, at 
the same time, for orthodox religion, then either first restored or estabu 
lished amongst us.** 

t The reader need not be told that this was the famous Thomas Grom. 
well of the Reformation — the son of Walter Cromwell, a blacksmith of 
Putney — who rote to power on the wreck of Wolsey's fortunes, and fell 
suddenly down by disregarding Wolsey's fate. Doubtless he was not flree 
from error, but his memory claims a larger share of our reqiect than is 
generally due to such men. 

t The pedigree of this ikmily, from whom Oliver Cromwell directly 
sprung, commences, according to the industrious and satisfactory researches 
of Mr. Noble, with Glothvan, lord of Powis, who, about the middle of the 
eleventh century, married Morveth, the daughter and heiress of Edwyn ap 
Tydwell, lord of Cardigan. William apYevan, the representative of the family 
in the fifteenth century, was first in the service of Gaspar duke of Bedford, 
Henry Vin.'s uncle, and afterwards in that of Henry himself. Morgan 
Williams, or rather Morgan ap Williams (he gave up the Jatter name in 
obedience to Henry VITL's policy of mingling together, as much as possible, 
the English and Welsh names and fomilies), who married Essex's sister, 
was William ap Yevao's son. 
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Henry VIII.'s courts by his own gallant prowess and 
the influence of his nncle^ and having obtained^ among 
other extensive grants of nunneries and monasteries at 
that time dissolved^ the nunnery of Hinchinbrook and 
the abbey of Ramsey, in the county of Hantingdon^ 
fixed his seat at the former place, and assumed thence- 
forward the name of Cromwell, in honour of the chief 
architect of his princely fortunes* 

Thus from the chivalrous son of a Glamorganshire 
squire the worldly power and splendour of the family of 
the Cromwells took its rise, as from the farmer son of a 
brewer of Huntingdon it afterwards dated its immor- 
tality. This Richard Cromwell was one of the few 
favourites and servants of Henry VIII. whom he did 
not send to the scaffold ; and when, in the old Chro- 
nicles of Stow*, we catch the dawn of his loyalibr- 

* stow thus describes the tournament : the incident at its close is given 
in Fuller's Church History. Here are Stow's vords : -« " On May-dajr 
was a great triumph of justing at Westminster, which justs had been pro- 
cliuraed in France, Flanders, Scotland, and Spain, for all commers that 
would, against the challengers of England, which were sir John Dudley, 
sir T. Seymour, sir T. Foynings, sir George Carew, knigbte ; Anthony 
Kingston, and Richard Cromwell, esquires : which said challengers came 
into the Ustes that day, richly appareled, and their horses trapped all ia 
white, gentlemen riding afore them, apparelled all with Velvet and white 
sarsnet, and all their vervants in white doublets, and hosen cut all in the 
Burgonion fashion ; and there came to just against them the said d&y, d" 
defendants forty. six, the earl of Surrey being the foremost; lord Williame 
Howard, lord Clinton, and lord Cromwell, son and heir to T. Cromwell, 
earle of Essex, and chamb«rlaine of England, with other, which were all 
richly apparelled : and that day sir John Dudley was overthrown, in the 
field by mischance of his horse, by one Andrew Breme ; nevertheless, he 
brake divers spears valiantly after that ; and after the said justs done, the 
said challengers rode to Durham-place, where they kept oo&k household^ 
and feasted the king and aueen, with their ladies^ and all the court The 
2nd of May. Anthony Kingstone, and Richard Cromwdl, were made 
knights of the same place. The 3d of May, the said chidlengers did 
tourney on horseback, with swords ; there came against them twenty, 
nine defendants: sir John Dudley and the earl of Surrey running first* 
which, the first course, lost their gauntlets, and that dayjsir Richard Crom. 
well overthrew M. Palmer in the fielde off his horse, to the great honour 
of the challengers. The 5th of May, the said challengers fought on foot, 
at the barriers, and against them came thirty defendants, which fought 
valiantly, but sir Richard Cromwell overthrew that day, at the barriers, M. 
Culpepper in the field ; and the sixt of May the said challengers brake up 
their household. In the which time of their house-keeping, they had not 
only feasted the king, queen, ladies, and the whole court, as was aforesaid, 
but on the Tuesday in the rogation weeke, they feasted all the knights and 
burgesses of the common house in the parliament ; and on the morrow 
after, tbey had the mayor of London, the aldermen, and all their wives to 
dinner : and on the Friday they brake it up as is aforesaid.'* Sir Rich, and 
the five challengers had then each of them, as a reward of their valour, 
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4 BRITISH STATESMEN. 

tunes^ it is as though it gleamed reproachfully down 
upon the terrihle act which laid the foundation of the 
mightier fortunes of his great-grandson Oliver. On 
May-day^ 1540^ a hrilliant tournament at Westminster 
opens its lists hefore us^ in which Richard Cromwell and 
others had proclaimed themselves to France^ Flanders^ 
and Scotland^ the defenders of the honour and rights of 
their English king. Henry VIII. looks on, and when 
sir Richard Cromwell has struck down challenger after 
challenger with undaunted arm, forth from his deep 
hroad chest rolls out the royal laugh of Henry — 
" Formerly thou wast my Dick, hut hereafter thou 
shalt he my diamond." Then from the finger of ma- 
jesty drops a diamond ring, which sir Richard picks up 
and again presents to Henry^ who laughingly places it 
on his finger, and hids him ever after hear such an one 
in the fore gamh of the demy.lion in his crest : — and 
such a ring did Oliver Cromwell wear there • when he 
left his farm at Ely to hear more formidable arms at 
the challenge of a king ! 

The sudden and violent fall of Essex had no dis- 
astrous effect on his kinsman's fortunes^ which shone 
brightly to the last. Enriched to an almost unprece- 
dented extent by the plunder of the religious houses, he 
left to his son, Henry Cromwell, the inheritance of a 
most nol^le fortune.t Nor was this Henry less fortu- 



100 marks annually, with a house to live in, to them and to their hehrs 
for ever, granted out of the monastery of the friars of SL Francis, in Stam. 
ford, which was dissolved October 8, 1538, and his majesty was the better 
enabled to do this, a» sir Will Weston, the last prior, who had an annuity out 
of the monastery, died two days after the justs. Fortunate king, and for- 
tunate knights, to have a prior die so opportunely ! But to break tf heart 
is not a bad recipe for death at any time. 

* See Noble's Protectoral House, vol. i. p. 11., 'and Fuller's Church 
History. 

t In his will (which is dated as early as June 1545), it appears, he styled 
himself by the alias Williams — a custom observed by all the Cromwells, up 
to and even past the time of Oliver. An extract of this will, in which sir 
Richard describes himself as of ** the privy chamber of the king," is given by 
Mr. Noble.—** He directs that his body shall be buried in the place where 
he should die ; and devises his estates in the counties of Cambridge, Hui. 
tingdon, Lincoln, and Bedford, to his eldest son Henry, with the sum of 
500/. to purchase him necessary furniture, when he shall come of age : his 
estates in Glamorganshire he devises to his son Francis (his only other 
son), and bequeaths 3001. to each of his nieces, Joan and Ann, daughters 
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nate than his father. Elizabeth esteemed him highly^ 
knighted him in 1563 , and in the following year ho- 
noured him by a visit at his family seat of Hinchin- 
brook, on her return from the university of Cambridge. 
His memory still lived in the neighbourhood of his 
estates some century since^ for he had associated it 
with generous actions in the hearts of the poor of the 
district, and^ to the poor^ long memories for benefits be- 
long. They called him in his lifetime the Golden 
Knight, for he never entered any of the towns or vil- 
lages around him without bestowing some money on the 
needy and distressed; and that honourable title survived 
him.*' He lived to a good old age, and left behind him 
six sons and five^daughters; of whom the second daughter, 
Elizabeth, gave birth to the patriot Hampden ; and of 
whom the second son, Robert, the meanest in fortune, 
was destined to exert an influence on the destinies of 
the world unapproached by the most illustrious of his 
ancestors, or the most powerful of their patron-princes, 
for he was the father of Oliver Cromwell. 

Mr. Robert Cromwell, but for this memorable cir- 
cumstance, would have lived and died unknown in Hun- 



of his brother, Walter Cromwell; and directs, that if Tho. Wingfield, 
then in ward to him, should chuse to marry either of them, he shall have 
his wardship remitted to him, otherwise that the same should be sold 4 he 
also leaves tnree of bis best great horses to the king, and one other great 
horse to lord Cromwell, after the king has chosen : legacies are also left to 
sir John Williams, knt. ; and sir Edw. North, knt., chancellor of the court 
of augmentation ; and to several other persons who seem to have been 
servants. Gab. Donne, clerk } Andr. Judde, Will. Coke, Phil. Lenthali, 
and Rich. Servington, were appointed executors. This will was proved 
Nov. SS, 1546. — Sir Richard,'* Mr. Noble adds, **must have left a pro. 
digious fortune to his family, by what he possessed by descent, grants and 
puischases of church lands, and f^omthe sums he must have acquired by 
filling very lucrative employments, with the liberal donations of his 
sovereign king Henry VIII. This is evident from his possessions in Hun. 
tingdonshire, the annual amount of which, at an easy rent, were worth at 
least SOOOLf per ann. : these estates only, in Fuller's time, were, he says, 
valued by soma at £0,00(M., and by others at SOfiOOL annually, and upwards ; 
and from what these estates now let for, in and near Ramsey and Hun- 
tingdon (which are only a part of them), I should presume that sir 
Richard's estates in that county only would now bring in as large a re- 
venue as any peer at this time enjoys ; and yet it is evident that ne had 
considerable property in several other counties." 
« See Noble's Memoirs of the Cromwell Family, vol. i. p.SS. 
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tingdon^ since his tastes were humble as his fortunes.* 
He was sent, indeed, to one of Elizabeth's parliaments 
by the electors of that borough, but he appears to have 
experienced only enough of that sort of public life to 
conceive disgust to it, since all the duties he afterwards 
discharged were confined to his native town, in which 
he served as one of the bailifis t, sat as justice of the 
peace, and, when his family had outgrown his income,^ 
betook himself to the occupation of a brewer. He had 
married in early life Elizabeth, the daughter of William 
Steward of the city of Ely, an undoubted descendant of 
the royal family of the Stuarts.} This lady had al- 
ready been the wife of *^ Will. Lynne, gent., son and 
heir apparent of John Lynne of Bassingborne, esq.," § 

♦ These fortunes are thus described by Noble :—" Rob. Cromwell, esq., 
second son of sir-Henry Cromwell, knt., had by the will of his father, aa 
estate in and near the town of Huntingdon ; consisting chiefly, if not 
wholly, of possessions belonging formerly to the monastery of St Mary for 
Augustine friars, amounting, with the great tythes of Hartford, to about 
800/.nerann,'» 

t His name as bailiff is to be found at this day, hi the nave of a church 
in Huntingdon. Dr. Russei's friend, before referred to, i«ays ; — ** In the 
nave of St, Mary's Church, Huntingdon, the fc^lowing notice is to be 
seen on one of the pillars : — 

* Cromwell 
Turpin. 
Bailiff's. 
160O.» 

The church was not built till 1620, and Robert Cromwell, the protector's 
lather, who must be the person here meant, died in 1617. The inscription 
was probably made by some curious person, after the name of Cromwell 
had ' gathered all its fame,* and drawn public attention and enquiry to 
the ancestors of the protector." That he took great interest in the con- 
cerns of his native county, and was consulted respecting its improvements l^ 
its leading proprietors, is however indisputable, ft-om a passage in sir William 
Dugdale's History of the Fens, where his signature is found attached to a 
certificate addressed to the privy council, in 1605, stating that the draining 
of the fens in' Northampton, jLincoln, Huntingdon, and Cambridge (a 
work which his son afterwards resolutely opposed), was practicable, and 
might be accomplished ** without peril to any haven or county." In re- 
commending this great improvement, he was joined by sixteen of the 
principal persons in the four counties most immediately interested, and 
among them by his brother sir Oliver. 

X See Appendix A. 

\ The following inscription rests on a tombstone in the Cathedral of 
Ely : — " Hie inhumatus jacet optimse spei adolescens Gulielmus Lynne, 
generosus, filius & haeres apparens Johannis Lynne de Bassingborne in 
Co. Cantab. Arm. qui quidera Gulielmus immature morte peremptus in 
ipsius £tate floret? agens Annum, 27 die Julij A.D. 1589, non sine summo 
omnium dolore, ex bAc Vit& placide migravit ; uniquam relinquens filiaxa 
Catherinam scilicet, quam etiam 17 die Martij sequentis pnepropera mors 
eadem Nature lege natam sustulit, simulque jam cum Fatre aetemo 
fruitur gaudio — Posuit amoris ergb moestissima Ulius Conjux Elizabetha 
. filia Gulielmi Steward de Ely Armigeri.'* 
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when, in the second year of her widowhood, with a 
jointure of only 60/. a year *, she married Mr. Robert 
Cromwell. 

Thus alKed to a self-ennoli>led family on the one hand, 
and on the other to royalty itself, Mr. Robert Cromwell 
and his wife were nevertheless brewers of Huntingdon. 
It is strange, indeed, that this should ever have been 
disputed, since not the remotest shade of doubt, and as 
little of discredit, can possibly be thrown upon the fact. 
Th^records of the purchase of the brewery, and of its 
management, are in existence still ; and from the un- 
impeachable testimony of many witnesses, that of Roger 
Coke t may be selected, whose father, being asked whether 
he knew the protector, answered, *' Yes, and his father, 
too, when he kept his brewhouse in Huntingdon." A 
contemporary writer tells us something more: — '^ Both 
Mr. Cromwell and his wife were persons of great worth, 
and no way inclined to disaffection, either in their civil or 
religious principles, but remarkable for living upon a 
small fortune with decency, and maintaining a large 
family by their frugal circumspection." X ^^ subjoin- 
ing the statement of sir William Dugdale, we may, per- 
haps, discover the ridiculous pretence with which the 
scrupulous asserters of Mr. Robert Cromwell's "pure 
gentility " satisfy their tender consciences, and lay the 
burthen of the brewery on his wife. " Robert Crom- 
well," says Dugdale §, '^though he was, by the coun. 
tenance of his elder brother. Sir Oliver, made a justice 
of the peace in Huntingdonshire, had but a slender 
estate; much of his support being a brewhouse in 
Huntingdon, chiefly managed by his wife." The royalist 
chronicler. Heath ||, is still more explicit on the latter 

* The gmallness of this jointure (for the family fortune that remained 
to the Stewards rested solely with her brother, sir Thomas, of whom 
mention will be made hereafter) was a favourite subject of lampoon with 
the cavaliers, up to the period of his death. " It is hoped," I find in one 
of their scurrilous papers, " that now our enormous taxes will be eased, as 
the protector's highness, by the death of his mother, is freed from her 
dowry, which amounted to the prodigious sum of dOL annually." 

-f- ^e Detection, vol ii. p. 57. . X Noble, vol i. p. 84. 

( See Short View of the Recent Troubles, p. 459. 

II In his Flagellum, p. 15. 
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point. ^' The brewhouse," he saysj *^ was kept in his 
father's time, and managed by his mother and his father's 
servants^ without any concernment of his father therein, 
the accounts being always given to the mistress ; who, 
after her husband's deaths did continue in the same em- 
ployment and calling of a brewer, and thought it no 
disparagement to sustain the estate and port of a younger 
brother, as Mr. Robert Cromwell was, by those lawful 
means ; however, not so reputable as other gains and 
trades are accounted." True — not so reputable asJVfr. 
Heath would have accounted the trade and gain of a 
servile follower of courts, of a mean flatterer of kings, 
of a base tool of incapable favourites or ministers. Had 
Mr.' Cromwell been all this, and lent out his wife in 
furtherance of the calling, loud should have been the 
praises of the apostles of the Restoration ! 

Scarcely less contemptible do they seem to us, how- 
ever, who foolishly imagine they exalt the claims of 
Robert Cromwell's son in making nut his father an 
idle " gentleman," and his mother a laborious drudge. 
That the wife assisted the husband in his pursuits is 
yet indisputable as it was natural, for the fashion of 
fine ladyism in a tradesman's wife had not then '' come 
up " in the world ; while of her own more homely 
fashion, she proved the superior advantage, when her 
husband's death had left her the sole protectress of a 
yoimg and numerous family. An interesting person, in- 
deed, was this mother of Oliver Cromwell — a woman 
with the glorious faculty of self-help when other as- 
sistance failed her. Ready for the demands of fortune in 
its extremest adverse time — of spirit and energy equal 
to her mildness and patience — who, with the labour of 
her own hands, gave dowries to ^ve daughters sufficient to 
marry them into families as honourable, but more 
weal^y than their own — ^whose single pride was honesty, 
and whose passion love — who preserved in the gorgeous 
palace at Wliitehall the simple tastes that distinguished 
her in the old brewery at Huntingdon — whose only 
care, amidst aU her splendours, was for the safety of her 
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beloTed son in his dangerous eminence — finally^ whose 
dosing wish, when that anxious care had outworn her 
strength^ accorded with her whole modest and tender 
history^ for it implored a simple hurial in some country 
churc^-yurdj rather than those ill-suited trappings of state 
and ceremony wherewith she feared^ and with reason 
feared, that his highness^ the lord protector of England^ 
would have her carried to some royal tomb ! There is 
a portrait of her at Hinchinbrook^ which^ if that were 
possible^ would increase the interest she inspires^ and 
the respect she claims. The mouth, so small and sweet, 
yet full and firm as the mouth of a hero — the large 
melancholy eyes — the light pretty hair — the expres- 
sion of quiet affectionateness suffiised over the face^ which 
is 80 modestly enveloped in a white satin hood — the 
rample beauty of the velvet cardinal she wears^ and the 
richness of the small jewel that clasps it — seem to pre- 
sent before the gazer her living and breathing character. 
On the 25th Aprils in the year 1599^ this excellent 
woman gave birth to Oliver Cromwell. He was her 
second son, and the only one of three who lived to 
manhood ; one of her daughters had aIso died in youth, 
and the names of the survivors were Elizabeth^ Cathe- 
rine, Margaret^ Anna, Jane, and Robina, who^ with 
Oliver^ formed the family of Mr. Robert CromwelL* 

* " Out of the profits of her trade," says a writer in the Biographica 
Brittannica, " ana her own small jointure of sixty pounds a year, she pro- 
Tided fortunes for her daughters, suflBeient to marry them into good 
IkmiJics. The eldest was the wife of Mr. John Desborough, afterwards 
one of the protector's major-generals ; another married, first, Roger Whet- 
stone, esq., and afterwards colonel John Jones, who was executed for 
being one of the king's judges ; the third espoused colonel Valentine Wal- 
ton, who died in exue ; the fourth, Mrs. Rcbina Cromwell, married, first, 
Dr. Peter French, and afterwards. Dr. John Wilkins, bishop of Chester, 
a famous preacher, and acelebrat«l mathematician. It may not be amiss 
to add, that an aunt of Cromwell's married Francis Barrington, esq. ; 
another aunt, John Hampden, esq., of Buckinghamshire, by whom sne 
was mother to the fkmous John Hampden : a third aunt was the wife of 
Mr. Whaley, and the mother of colonel Whaley, in whose custody the 
king was, while he remained at Hampton Court. He had two other 
aunts, but of their marriages we have no account." There are some 
errors and some omissions in this account The wife of Desborough was 
Jane, the fifth daughter (the eldest, Elizabeth, dying unmarried) : Catha- 
rine, the second, married Jones ; Margaret, the third, married Walton ; 
Anna, the fourth, who is omitted by the writer, married John Sewster of 
Wistow, In Huntmgdonshire, esq. ; and the sixth and youngest, Robina, 
married as stated. 
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Four days after his birth, Oliver Cromwell was 
baptized in the parish church of 6t« John's^ in his 
native place ;^ — his uncle, sir Oliver, after whom he 
was named*, standing for him at the font. 

Of his extreme youth, marvellous stories were recol- 
lected in his days of power: — not for this, however, to 
be rejected, since, what has once been believed, should, 
in all future time, be matter of just concern. When 
Milton undertook a history of England, he began it 
with a large collection of traditional fables, because he 
well knew, that to whatever has been truly believed^ 
however false or fabulous, belong some of the most 
sacred privileges of truth itself, and that the imagina. 
tion can never be strongly influenced, without a corre- 
sponding and enduring action upon the opinions and the 
character. The fables of biography may show us, at aU 
events, in what various ways the celebrity of t!ieir ob- 
ject has wrought upon his countrymen. 

From the instant of his birth, according to the traditions 
of Huntingdon, the peculiar destiny which had marked 
theinfantfor its own saved him from all meaner chances. f 
A nonjuror, who afterwards purchased and inhabited 
his father's house, used to assert this destiny to have been 
nothing less than the devil ; and, in proof of the con- 
nection^ would show, behind the door of the room that 
Oliver was born in, a curious figure of that personage 
wrought in the hangings. On the same authority rests 
the version of one of Oliver's escapes, wonderful as 

* See Appendix (D.), Sir Oliver Cromwell. 

f Iq the very curious little volume which I have already had occasion to 
quote. Heath's Flagellum, it is made matter of reproach against nature, 
that no portentous omens had ushered the lad into the world. '* Fate," 
he says, " when it had decreed and ordained the unhappy birth of tbi» 
famoso, by her most secret and hidden malice^ brought him into the world 
without any terrible remark of his portentous life, neither comets, nor earth- 
quakes, nor such like violences of nature, ushering or accompanying him, to 
the declaring and pointing out that the scourge of the English empire and 
nation was now bom. Thus also she did, by indiscernible methods, train 
him up to the possession of the throne, and as secretly and cunningly, after 
all his bloody and most nefarious actions, shift him out of it, and with a 
blast of her spent fury turned him into his wished for grave.** The latter 
sentence is somewhat obscure, unless ** the blast of her spent fury" is taken 
to indicate the storm, which actually, on the day of his death, unroofed 
the houses in London, and tore up trees in the parks. 
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Giilliver*8 at Brobdignag. ^^ His grandfather^ sir Henry 
Cromwell^" so goes the story^ ^^ haying sent for him to 
Hinchinbrook^ when an infant in arms, a monkey took 
him from the cradle^ and ran with him upon the lead 
that covered the roofing of the house : alarmed at the 
danger Oliver was in^ the family brought beds to catch 
him upon^ fearing the creature's dropping him ; but the 
sagacious animal brought the 'fortune of England' 
down in safety : so narrow an escape had he, who was 
doomed to be the conqueror and sovereign magistrate 
of three mighty nations^ from the paws of a monkey."* 
The tradition which saves the daring and reckless young 
lad from drowning by the providential interference of 
the curate of Cunningtont, is^ perhaps^ better worthy - 
of belief ; though it might be difficult to say so much 
of the loyalist addition to the stor'y tagged on after the 
Restoration — that this same worthy curate^ at a future 
period, when kindly called upon by Oliver^ in a march 
at the head of his troops through Huntingdon, and 
asked if he recollected the service he had done, answered, 
'* Yes, I do ; but I wish I had put you in, rather than 
see you here in arms against your king." 

The child's temper, it seems admitted on all hands, 
was wayward and violent ;{:, and is said to have broken 
out on one occasion, when he was yet only five years 
old, with an ominous forecast of times and deeds to 
come. The anecdote is told by Noble. '' They have a 
tradition at Huntingdon, says that industrious collector, 
" that when king Charles I., then duke of York, in his 
journey from Scotland to London, in 1 604, called, in 
his way, at Hinchinbrook, the seat of sir Oliver Crom- 
well, that knight, to divert the young prince, sent for 
his nephew Oliver, that he, with his own sons, might 
play with his ro^al highness : but they had not been 
long together, before Charles and Oliver disagreed ; and 

* The Rer. Dr. Lort't MSS., quoted in Noble, toL L fn 92. 

t Then a Mr. Johnson . 

t " From his infancy,'* says Heath, ** to his childhood, he was of a cross 
and peevish disposition, which, being humoured by the fondness of hia 
mother, made that rough and intractable temper more robust and out- 
rageous in his juvenile years, and adult and masterless at man's estate.** 
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as the former was then as weakly as the latter waar 
strongs it was no wonder that the royal visitant was 
worsted ; and Oliver, even at this age, so little regarded 
dignity, that he made the royal hlood flow in copioas 
streams from the prince's nose. This was looked upon 
as a bad presage for that king when the dvil wars com- 
menced. I give this only as the report of the place : 
thus far is certain, that Hinchinbrook, as being near 
Huntingdon, was generally one of the resting-places, 
when any of the royal family were going to or return- 
ing from the north of England, or into or from Scot- 
land." An anecdote, which somehow bears upon it 
the stamp and greatness of reality I If these boys ever 
met, (and when king James's frequent visits to Hinchin- 
brook are borne in mind * it is difficult to suppose they 
did not,) what occurrence so likely as a quarrel, and what 
result so plain as that the anecdote tells us? The 
nervous, feeble, tottering infancy t of the shambling 
king's son, unequally matched against the sturdy little 
limbs and daring young soul of the man-child of the 
Huntingdon brewer — yet foolish obstinacy urging the 
weakness of the one, and a reckless ambition of supe- 
riority overcoming the kindness and generosity of the 
other. The curtain of the future was surely for an 
instant upraised here ! 

Nor here alone. More signal and direct manifestations 
were avouched, if still stronger and more widely believed 
traditions are received. Nor will they be rejected hastily 
by such as care to penetrate beneath the surface of the 
character which had lain, as it were, wrapped up even in 
the very cradle of this child. The supernatural, as it seems 
to the vulgar, is not always what it seems. The natural, 
when denied for a time its proper vent> will force itself 
into the light in many various shapes, which assume a 

• See Appendix (D.), Sir Oliver CromwelL 

+ It i« unnecessary to inform tne reader that in the infancy of Charles I. 
be was unable to sUnd firmly, owing to the wealcness and distortion of the 
legs which he had inherited from his father, and that in his most vigorous 
manhood the infirmity was never entirely corrected. Even in the fine 
equestrian portrait by Vandyke, now at Hampton Court, a curvature at 
the knee is distinctly visible. 
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fearful aspect from their intensity alone. The tame and 
common medium of dull and feehle minds is not what 
the world has distributed among all her sons. Thoughts, 
as their sufferer has himself described them, ''like master- 
less hell-hounds," roared and bellowed round the cradle 
of Bunyan ; — round that of Vane the forms of angels 
of light seemed to vision the everlasting reign of peace 
which his virtuous labours would have realised; — and 
now, round the bed of the youthful Cromwell, played, 
an awful yet delicious dream of personal aggrandisement 
and power. 

He had laid himself down one day, it is said, too 
fatigued with his youthful sports to hope for sleep, 
when suddenly the curtains of his bed were slowly with- 
drawn by a gigantic figure which bore the aspect of a 
woman, and which, gazing at him silently for a while, told 
him that he should, before his death, be the greatest man 
in England. He remembered when he told the story — 
and the recollection marked the current of his thoughts 
— that the figure had not made mention of the word 
king. The tradition of Huntingdon adds, that although 
the ''foUy and wickedness " of such a notion was strongly 
pointed out to him, the lad persisted in the assertion of 
its truth — for which, *' at the particular desire of his 
father," he was soundly flogged by his schoolmaster. 
The flogging only impressed the fact more deeply on the 
young day-dreamer, and betaking himself immediately to 
his uncle Steward*, for the purpose of unburthening him- 
self once more respecting it, he was told by that worthy 
kinsman of royalty that it was '' traitorous to entertain 
such thoughts. " t 

This incident in Cromwell's youth was not forgotten 
in his obscurity to be remembered only in his eminence ; 

* Sir Thomas Steward. <— See Appendix (A.)* 

t Mention of this matter is thus made in the Flagellum. All the other 
other accounts give the story as in the text " Twas at this time of his 
adolescency, that he dreamed, or a familiar rather instincted him and put 
it into his head, that he should be king of England; for it cannot be con- 
ceived, that now there should be any such neer resemblance of truth in 
dreams and divinations (bnides, the confidence with which he repeated it, 
and the difficulty to make him forget the arrc^ant conceit and opinionated 
pride he had of himself, seem to evince it was some impulse of a spirit^, 
since they had ceased long aga However the vision came, most certain it 
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for Clarendon distinctly tells na, that " it wta generally 
spoken of, even from the beginning of the troubles, Rud 
when be wm not in a poature that promited such rxsha- 
tion." In the height of bia glory, we have also good 
authority for Mying, Cromwell himself mentioned it 
often ; tad when the force of deliberation took place on 
the offer of the crown to tbe protector, it is remarked 
by lord Clarendon, that " they wbo were very near to 
him[sdd, tlut, in this perplexity, he reTolredhis former 
dream or appariilon, that 'had- first informed and pro- 
mised him the high fortnne to which he was already 
arrived, and which was generally spoken of, even from 
the beginning of the troubles, and when be was not in 
a posture that promised such exaltation ; and that he 
then obserred, that it had only declared that he should be 
the greatest man in England, and that he should be 
near to be king, which seemed to imply, that he shonld 
be only near, and never actually attain, the crown," 

Another incident, not, perhaps, unconnected with the 
forgoing, and as singular if less awful, connected the 
lood of Cromwell with the mighty future that 
td it. I shall detail it in the words of the royalist 
I*, because of the many accounts that exist of this 
ly undisputed anecdote, they appear to be the most 
^teristic "Now," obsetvea that writer, "to con- 
royal humour the more in his ambitious and vain 
OB brain, it happened (as it was then generally the 
oe in all great Free Schools) that a play called 
; Five Senses " was to be acted by the Bchollara of 
hoolt, and Oliver Cromwell, ai a confident youth. 
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was named to act the part of Tactus, the tense of JTeel- 
ing ; in the personation of Trhich^ as he came put of the 
^jiing-room upon the stage^ his head encirded with a 
chaplet of lawrel^ he stumbled at a crown^ purposely 
laid there^ which stooping down he took up^ and crowned 
himself therewithal^ adding^ beyond his cue^ some 
mfl^estical mighty words; and with this passage the 
event of his life held good analogy and proportion^ when 
he changed the lawrel of his rictories (in the late un- 
natural war) to all the power^ authority^ and splendour^ 
that can he imagined within the compass of a crown." 

The extemporisation of the ^^ mighty majestical 
words *' is an addition of the zealous narrator : the 
reader will observe, when the scene is before him, that 
the exact speeches of Tactus are mighty and majestical 
enough to effect the strange coincidences of the story 
without other aid. The comedy is well known to the 
lovers of old English dramatic literature, by the name 
of Lingua^ as a highly ingenious and pleasant work, 
with more than the usual share of that strong good 
sense which distinguishes its otherwise fantastic author, 
Anthony Brewer.* It is in the nature of an allegory, 

* It contains, among other striking things, that fine enumeration of the 
characteristics of diffisrent languages—" The Chaldee wise, the Arabian 
physical, &c.'*— given in Charles Lamb's Specimens, and also the following 
masterlv discrimination of Tragedy and Comedy in all their omamenta and 
uses, which the reader will not object to my quoting : — 

" These two, my lord, Comedies and Tragedies, 
My fellows both, both twins, but so alike 
As birth to death, wedding to funeral. 
For this that rears himself in buskins quaint 
Is pleasant at the first, proud in the midst. 
Stately in all, and bitter death at end. 
That in the pumps doth frown at first acquaintance. 
Trouble in the midst, but at the end concludes, 
Closing up all with a sweet catastrophe. 
This grave and sad, distain'd with brinish tears : 
That light and quick with wrinkled laughter painted. 
This deals with nobles, kings^ and emperors. 
Full of great hopes, great fears, great enterprises : 
This other trades with men of mean condition. 
His projects small, small hopes, and dangers little. 
This gorgeous, broider'd with rich sentences : 
That fair and purfled round with merriments. 
Both vice detect and virtue beautify. 
By being death's mirror, and life's looking-glass.** 

The comedy was first acted, we learn flrom the preface to its first impres- 
sion, at Cambridge, and next at thir Huntingdon Free School. 
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celebrating the contention of the five senses for the 
crown of superiority^ and discussing the pretensions of 
Lingua^ or the tongue^ to be; admitted as a sixth sense ; 
endings as far as the latter is concerned, with the allot- 
ment of " the sense of speaking " to wwrten only. 

Now let the reader imagine little master Oliver Crom- 
well entering^ '^ his head endrded with a chaplet of 
lawrel/' and gazing up so high above him as to be 
utterly unconscious of the plotter at his side^ and^ till he 
stumbles on it^ of the crown at his feet. 

'' T ACTUS. The blushing childhood of the chearful mom 
Is almost grown a youth and overclimbs 
Yonder gilt eastern hills, about which time 
Gustus most earnestly importuned me 
To meet him hereabouts ; what cause I know not. 

Meitdacio. You shall do shortly^ to your cost^ I hope. 

Tact. Sure, by the sun, it should be nine o'clock ! 

Men. What a star-gazer ! will you ne*er look down ? 

Tact. Clear is the sun, and blue the firmament : 
Methinks the heavens do smile — 

[Taotus sneezeth. 

Men. At thy mishap, 

To look so high, and stumble in a trap ! 

[Taotus stumbled at the robe and crown. 

Tact. High thoughts have slippery feet, I had weU 
nigh fallen. 

Men. Well doth he fall that riseth with a fall. 

Tact. What 's this ? 

Men. O ! are you taken ? 'tis in vain to strive. 

Tact. How now ! 

Men. You 'U be so entangled straight — 

Tact. A crown I 

Men. — that it will be hard — 

Tact. And a robe I 

Men. — to loose yourself ! 

Tact. A crown and robe ! 

Men. It had been fitter for you to have found a fooFs 
coat and a bauble, — hey ! hey ! 
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' Taot. Jupiter ! Jupiter ! how came this here ? 
Men. O ! Sir^ Jupiter is making thunder^ he hears 

you not ; here 's one knows better. 
Tact. 'T^s wond'rous rich : ha ! but sure it is not 
so: ho! 
Do I not sleep, and dream of this good luck^ ha ? 
No, I am awake, and feel it now. 
Whose should it be ? [He takes U up. 

Men. Set up a m quis for it. 
Tact. Mercury ! all 's mine own ; here's none to cry 

half 8 mine. 
Men. When I am gone. [Emt. 

Tactus, alone, soliloquizeth. 

Tact. Tactus, thy sneezing somewhat did portend. 
Was ever man so fortunate as If 
To break his shins at such a stumbling-block ! 
Roses and bays pack hence : this crown and robe 
My brows and body circles and invests ! 
How gallantly it fits me ! sure the slave 
Measured my head that wrought this coronet. 
They lye that say complexions cannot change ; 
My blood 's ennobled, and / am transformed 
Unto the sacred temper of a king. 
Methinks I hear my noble parasites 
Stiling me Ccesar or great Alexander^ 
Licking my feet, and wond'ring where I got 
This precious ointment. How my pace is mended! 
How princely do I speak ! how sharp I threaten ! 
Peasants, I '11 curb your headstrong impudence. 
And make you tremble when the Lion roars. 
Ye earth-bred worms ! O for a looking-glass ! 
Toets will write whole volumes of this change : 
Where 's my attendants ? Comehithei^ sirrahs, quickly. 
Or by the wings of Hermes "— 

It is not difficult to picture to the imagination the 

VOL. VI. 
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Btnit of democratic contempt with irhich the recklem 
young actor deliveied some of these lines : -~ 

"HowniTiMceii mended! 
Hov priDcelj ^ I (peak : Honibup IHtcuten!" 

The whole scene is curious, and was, no doubt, temeib- 
bered with emotion in after yem, when state had indeed 
seemed to ennoble blood — when epithets of Cesar or 
Alexander were as nothing in the months of parasites — 
when the clownish soldier had been mended into the 
comely prince — and ihe voice that sounded sharp and 
untanable through the house of commons in 1640, sent 
forth accents at Whitehall, some very few years later, 
of the sweetest grace and majesty. 

Such scanty records as may be now collected of young 
Cromwell's school-daya realize what it does not tax the 
im^nation to receive as a not unfair impression of 
them. He was active and resolute — capable of tre. 
mendous study, but by no means always inclined to it — 
with a vast quantity of youthful energy, which exploded 
in vast varietiea of youthfurmiechief — and, finally, not 
at all improved by an unlimited system of flogging 
adopted by his sclioolmaster. How easily, in such cases, 
are the lessons of tyranny taught j and, when iheybave 
failed to subdue, how long and bitterly remembered ! 
Dr. Beard, then at the bead of the Huntingdon Free- 
school, had made himself notorious for bis severity*, 
even in that age of barbarous discipline ; and in young 
Cromwell he seems to have found a favourite object for 

A biographer, already quoted, describes these schooL. 
days with characteristic force ; and, remembering the 
writer's prejudice, we have little difficulty in sepa- 
e from true. " From ABC discipline," he 
d the flighted governance of a mittrets, hia 
lOVed him to the tuition of Dr. Beard, school- 
the free-school of fliat town, where his book 

FnI'i"laiBld tobeaporlnUof tbii pjiln-inflictingpedtjiDgue; 
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liegan to persecute him^ and learning to commence his 
great and irrecpncileable enemy ; for his master^ honestly 
and severely observing that^ and others his faults (which 
like weeds sprung out of his rank and uncultivable na- 
ture)^ did, by correction, hope to better his manners ; 
and with a diligent hand^ and careful eye^ to hinder the 
thick growth of those vices which were so predominant 
and visible in him. Yet^ though herein he trespassed 
upon that respect and lenity due and usual to children of 
his birth and quality, he prevailed nothing against his 
obstinate and perverse inclination. The learning and 
civility he had, coming upon him like fits of enthusiasme, 
now a hard student for a week or two, and then a truant 
or otioso for twice as many months, — of no settled 
constancy. 

^' Amongst the rest of those ill qualities,'"continues 
this impartial biographer^ *' which fructuated in him at 
this age, he was very notorious for robbing of orchards; 
a puerile crime^ and an ordinary trespass^ but grown so 
scandalous and injurious by the frequent spoyles and 
damages of trees, breaking of hedges and inclosures, 
committed by this apple-dragon, that many solemn com- 
plaints were made, both to his father and master, for 
redress thereof, which missed not their satisfaction and 
ejcpiation out of his hide; on which so much pains were 
lost that that very offence ripened in him afterwards to 
the throwing down of all boundaries of law or conscience. 
From this he passed unto another more manly theft, the 
robbing of dove-houses, stealing the young pidgeons, and 
eating and merchandising of them, and that so publiquely> 
that he became dreadfully suspect to all the adjacent 
country." 

Nor are his offences of youth limited by charges of this 
kind. Other gross imputations against his good taste 
and refinement — such as the boy-days of Louis XIV. 
were not altogether free from — received general accept- 
ation before his eminence, and were not altogether con- 
tradicted by his occasional practices after it. The 
diligent Mr. Noble thus supplies one of those stories from 

G 2 
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yarioos writers. — ^' Sir Oliver was a worthy knight^ lovect 
hospitality, and always kept up old customs. Accord- 
ingly^ at Christmas^ his doors were thrown open to all, 
who were not only feasted^ but entertained with music, 
dancing, and the usual sports <^ the age and place. 
Amongst the relations and friends of sir OHyer came 
his nephew and godson^ by invitation, to partake of the 
festivity of one of those seasons : but he so far forgot 
himself that, to humour a depraved taste, he besmeared 
his clothes and gloves with the most nauseous filth, and 
accosts the Master of Misrule in the frequent turnings 
of a frisking dance, as well aa every other person that 
came in his way, so that die company could scarce bear 
the room. The Master of Misrule, discovering that our 
young Oliver was the offender, seized, and ordered him 
to undergo a severe ducking in a pond adjoining to the 
house ; sir Oliver, his unde, permitting the sentence to 
be carried into fall execution, as a punishihent for his 
dirty behaviour. Perhaps J ought to apologize for re- 
lating so filthy a tale ; but, as this was the occasion of 
Oliver's losing his uncle's good opinion, I thought its 
particular relation could not be dispensed with."* 
There is possibly great exaggeration in the story, but, 
in after years, the protector's turn for pleasantry was 

• The learned Dr. Bates, whoattended the protector in hit last illness, has 
given his authority to this incident (Elenchi Mot. pars, prima.) And 
Heath, in his **Flagellum,*' relates it thus :— "Bv these lewd actions he had 
so alienated the affections of his uncle and godfather Sir Oliver Cromw^, 
that he could not endure the sight of him, having, In his own presence in 
the great hall of his house, where he magnificently treated king James at 
his assumption to the crown of England, in a Christmas time (which was 
always highly observed by him by feasting and keeping open house), played 
this unhandsome and unseemly trick or firolick, with the relation of 
which the reader will be pleased to indulge me, because I have seen it 
xaccounted by a worthy and learned hand. It was sir Oliver's custome in 
that festival, to entertain in his house a Master of Misrule, or the Revels, 
to make mirth for the guests, and to direct the dances and the mtuic, and 
generally all manner of sports and gambols ; this fellow Cromwell, having 
besmeared his own clothes and hands with surreverence, accosts in the midst 
of a frolicking dance, and so grimed him and others upon every turn, that 
such a stink was raised, that tne spectators could hardly endure the room ; 
whereupon the said Master of Misrule, perceivings the matter, caused him 
to be laid hold on, and by his command to be thrown into a pond adjoyning 
to the house, and there to be sous*d over head and ears, and rinced of 
that filth and pollution sticking to him : which was accordingly executed, 
sir Oliver suffering his nephew to undergo the punishment of his un- 
mannerly foUy.'* 
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now and then oddly developed^ as we shall have oc- 
casion to show; and what, in those youthful days^ might 
have equally deserved a ducking in a horse-pond on a 
cold Christmas nighty was received as the greatest favour 
and condescension by ladies of birth and breeding. 
^ From the grammar-school of Huntingdon^ on the 23d 
of April, 16169 when Cromwell was within two days of 
completing his seventeenth j^ox, he was entered a fellow* 
commoner of Sydney Sussex college^ Cambridge*; and 
seems to have carried all his school propensities) in the 
most lively and flourishing state, along with him to the 
university. ^* In his youth^'* says sir William Dugdale^ 
" he was for some time bred up in Cambridge, where 
he made no profideney in any kind of learning ; but 
then and afterwards sorting himself with drinking com- 
panions, and the under sort of people (being of a rough 
and blustering disposition), he had the name of a Rotstbk 
amongst most that knew him." This is borne out by 
Heath, who accompanies it with other details. " The 
relation of a father," he observes, ^< and one so tteme 
und strict an examiner of him (he being in his na- 
ture 0/ a difficult dispogition and great spirit, and one 
that would have due distances observed towards him from 
all persons, which begat him reverence from the country- 
people) kept him in some awe and subjection, till his 
translation to Cambridge; where he was placed in 
Sydney college, more to satisfy his father s curiosity 
and desire^ than out of any hopes of compleating him 
in his studies, which never reached any good knowledge 
of the Latine tonguej During his short residence here^ 
where he was more famous for his exercises in the 
£elds than in the schools, (in which he never had the 

* The following is an extract firom the re^ster of Sydney Suswx : — '* A 
feito Anundationfs, 1616. — OliTeriui Cromwell Huntlngdonienilg ad- 
miMUi ad commeatum Sociorum Aprilio vioeisiino tertio : Tutore Mro. 
Mcardo Howlett." Between this entry however and the next, it is 
amusing to observe that there is crowded in, in a snuUer hand or letter, 
the underwritten character. *' Hie fuit grandis ille impostor, camifex 
perditissimus, qui pientissimo rege Carolo V> nefaria csede sublato, ipsum 
usurpavit thronum, et tria regna, per 5 ferme annorum spatium, sub pro- 
tectoris nomine indomita tyrannide ▼exavit.'* 

3 
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honour of, because no worth and merit to, a degree^) 
bdng one of the chid' match-mabera aod platen at foot- 
ball, cndgelk, or saj other boysterous spoit oi game, — 
his father, Mr. Robert Cromwell, died, leaving him to 
the scope of his own inordinBte and irregular will* 
flwayed by the bent of very violent and strong passions." 
]t ia significant of much to discover, in these notices of 
<Jromwell's boyish irr^iularities, that his father was as 
strict and stem to the lad as his mother waa affectionate 
and indulging.* 

There is no reason to question the irregularities them- 
aelvea. They are such as tbonsHnds committed even 
in those times, and tens of thonsands have committed 
since, whom obscurity in after life-haa dismissed, with 
all their vices and all their virtnes, to a happy oblivion. 
It is worth while to observe, however, that the supposi- 
tion of Cromwell's having left the university only as 
wise, in point of learning, as he went there, is by no 
means to credible. 

' Cromwell's learning in after years, which there is no 

reason to doubt he acquired at this time, was of a fair 

average character. His sincere respect for men of 

greater learning, and his anxious desire to elevate and 

promote the claims of literature at all times, has never 

beeri questioned save by the meanest and least scrupulous 

of his detractora. A good knowledge of Latin it is 

quite certain he possessed, though bishop Bumet tells 

fit with a sneer. "He had no foreign language, 

the little Latin that stuck to him from bis education, 

ch he spoke very vitioualy and scantily," The most 

ned of the ambassadors he received during the pro- 

)rate do not, on the other hand, seem to have dis- 

:red these defects in his Latin. Beveringe writes to 

gstall at the Hague t, that "last Saturday 1 had a 

ourse with his excellency Cromwell above two houm. 
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without any body being present with us. His excellency 
spoke his own language so distinctly that I could answer 
him. He (Cromwell) an^voered again in Latin'* In 
various incidents of a similar sort^ related in the records 
of the commonwealth, it is difficult to discover any 
grounds of truth for Burnet's reproach ; and it is worth 
adding^ that the royalist friend of WaUer^ who prefixed 
a life of the poet to the first edition of his works, takes 
occasion to tell his readers that " Cromwell loved, or 
affected to love, men of wit : — Mr. Waller frequently 
waited on him, being his kinsman ; and, as he often de- 
clared to me, observed him to be very well read in the 
Greek and Reman story." * Other opportunities may 
occur for adverting to this subject ; but there exists, in 
one of the ambassadorial addresses to CromweU, a pas- 
sage of eloquence bearing upon it, and now knoiihi to 
have proceeded from Milton's hand, which seems to 
me to decide the question completely, and to say all that 
need be said concerning it in the finest possible manner. 
Don Juan Roderiguez de Saa Meneses, Conde de 
Penaguaia, addressed to Cromwell in Latin an idea of a 
perfect hero — Milton having discharged himself of a 
portion of his ever lofty admiration of Cromwell by 
composing it at the request of that illustrious foreigner. 

* It is certain, too, tliatlie had made it bis care in life to become master 
of a noble librarj. An authority exists for saying ttiis— than which no 
better could be urged— in the life of the famous and most learned Dr. 
Manton. " When Cromwell took on him the protectorship, in the year 
1653, the very morning the ceremony was to be performed, a messenger came 
to Dr. Manton to acquaint him that he must immediately come to White- 
hall : the doctor asked him the occasion ; he told him he should know 
that when he came there. The protector himself, without any previous 
notice, told him what he was to do, t. e. to pray upon that occasion. The 
doctor laboured all he could to be excused, and told him it was a work of 
that nature which required some time to consider and prepare for it. The 

Erotector replied, that he knew he was not at a loss to perform the service 
e expected from him ; and opening his study-door, he put him in with his 
hand, and bid him consider there, which was not above half an hour. The 
doctor employed that time in looking over his booksL which he said was 
a noble collection." Manton, as Dr. Harris emphatically says, wa$ ajudee. 
Let us add here, that in his days of power, Cromwell showed an invariaole 
regard and respect for the Alma Mater of hfs boyhood. We And an order 
of his, dated July 1, 16%, directed to all officers and soldiers under his 
command, forbidding them to quarter any officer or soldier in any of the 
colleges, halls, or other houses belonging to Cambridge university, or to 
oflbr any injury or violence to any of the students, or members of it ; and 
this at their peril 

4 
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Having named yarious imaginary qualities, he proeeedeil 
thus : — '^ To these I added a study of letters, by whieh 
nature should be cuiLtiva|;ed, the mind pdished and 
subdued, and reason sharpened, Yet this, in a person 
instructed for the commonwfalth, and trained up f^r 
political afl&irs, I wished migM ^ modemte. For, as 
the art of governing a commonwealth, for the most part^ 
is active and practical, it should rather consist of counsdi 
apd prudence, than of speculative and theoretical 
knowledge and wisdom. It is necessary therefore for 
him who is brought up to the art of ruling and com<? 
manding to be tinged indeed with a etudy of letters, 
which may reasonably inform him, and banish ignorance 
and unskilfulness from his mind ; yet not to be so deeply 
tutored, as to comprehend them absolutely and exacdy 
in every point For, I know not by what meiins, this 
thorough knowledge of the sdences, at the same time 
that it sharpras the intellect, dulls the soul, and inter- 
rupts its close attention to the administration of puUie 
afiPairs : perhaps because it wastes the spirits necessary 
for action, and, by gradually consuming them, causes 
the mind, in proportion as it is deprived of them, to 
grow languid. These applications of the wit and 
mind are tender things ; they do not fancy the sun and 
the crowd, but delight in shade and retirement ; noise 
and business disturb them ; they shrink up at the horror 
of arms, and are even affrighted at .the bawling of the 
forum. Like ^ noble and delicate maidens, they must 
rather be kept safe at home, than brought forth into 
engagements and perils. Wherefore the most celebrated 
generals of antiquity have so addicted themselves to 
the instructions of dieir preceptors, as rather to adorn, 
than to profess, those studies ; they have applied them-* 
selves just so much to them as might serve to nourish, • 
not to overwhelm, their minds. It was this course that 
the hero Achilles held under Chiron attd Phoenix; 
Alexander, under Aristotle; £paminonda8, under Lysias; 
Scipio^ under Panoetius. And tho' Pericles among the 
Greeks, and Julius Caesar among the Romans, may 
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have passed for scholars^ yet certaiiily their praise 
(whereof both obtained a very great share) is comprised 
duefly in their eiequenee> 'which consists more in force 
and nature^ than in art and precept. For this reason it 
is delivered down to us^ that the one thundered whai 
he spoke, and that the other pronounced every thh^ 
with the same spirit he fought with. You^ O most 
excellmit Cromwell ! have aj^lied your mind to the 
sljady of letters in this maDner^ copying exactly what 
I had observed in these and other famous captains of 
antiquity. You have gathered up the iiterary dust at 
Cambridge, mthaut deepening the tracts of kammg. 
You have garnished your understanding with those 
arts which become a liberal nature ; you have rubbed 
off the rust of your mind ; you have sharpened the 
edge of your wit ; you have gained such a character, 
as mt to he redconed an iU sekoktr; and fitted yoursdi^ 
by the rudiments of the sciences^ to manage the highest 
offices of the commonwealth. You have given us, in 
fact, such a specimen of yoiur capacity, lliat you may 
make it appear, if you were disposed to go on in the 
pursuit of learning, how very able you are to equal the 
greatest masters ; just as Julius Caesar did, whose stejps 
you so nearly tread in, according to the testimony of 
Cicero himsdf) that prince in every kind of learning. 
And in conducting the commonwealth, you have chose 
to imitate that Ciesar rather than Cicero, by preferring 
the harsh, incessant, and laborious employment of a 
general, to the delicate and sedentary office of a senator. 
It did not become Ma^ hand to wax sqft in literary ease, 
which was to be inured to the use of arms, and hardened 
wi^ asperity ; that right hand to be wrapt up in down 
among the noctupiol birds of Athens, by whuA thunder^ 
bolts were soon after to be hurled among the eagles which 
emulate the sun'* 

In June, l6l7i Robert Cromwell died, and it is 
probable, since his widow found herself obliged to con- 
tinue the brewery after his decease, that a eonsidera* 
tion of family circumstances, (for the disagreement with 
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sir Oliyer appears to have istill continued,) withdrew her 
son from the university immediately afterwards. It is 
certain that, before half his college term had expired; 
he returned to Huntingdon, and was passed from thence 
to London ; where, in accordance with the almost uni- 
versal practice with young men of any family in that 
age, he was entered as a member of Lincoln's Inn.* 
But, if the general tradition is trustworthy, he now utterly 
rejected every habit of study ; carried his practices of 
school and college to the very highest pitch of dissolute 
l^ecklessness ; and, after some Uttle time, returned to 
Huntingdon a finished London rake, with a strong 
tendency in his rakishness to the coarse and the low. 
Heath's account of this cannot possibly be omitted. 

" It was not long after his father's death ere Oliver, 
weary of the muses, and that strict course of life (though 
he gave latitude enough to it in his wild salleys and 
flyings out) abandoned the university, and returned 
hoihe, saluted with the name of young Mr. Cromwell, 
now in the room and place of his father ; which how 
he became, his uncontrouled debaucheries did publickly 
declare. For drinking, wenching, and the like outrages 
of licentious youtii, none so infamed as this young 
Targuin, who would not be contraried in his lust, 
in tile very strain and to the excess of that regal 
ravisher. • • . These pranks made his mother advipe 
with herselfe and his friends what she should do witii 
him, to remove the scandal which had been cast upon 
the family by his means ; and therefore it was con- 
cluded to send him to one of the inns of court, under 
pretence of his studying the laws ; where, among th^ 
mass of people in London, and frequency of vices of all 
sorts, his might pass in the throng, witiiout tiiat par-' 

* His name does not appear now in the books of that society, but hi# 
having entered of it was a fact notorious to his contemporaries, and no 
doubt, therefore, the name was erased in the new and base bom loyalties of 
the restoration. Anthony Wood tells us distinctly, '* his father dying 
whilst he was at Cambridge, he was taken home and sent to Lincoln's Inn 
to study the common law ; but making nothing of it, he was sent for home 
brhis mother, became a debauchee, and a boisterous and rude fellow." 
This is corroborated, too, by almost every contemporaneous reoordi 
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ticular neer reflection upon bis relations^ and at worst 
the infamy should stick only on himself. « • . Lincoln's 
Inn was the place pitched upon, and thither Mr. Crom- 
well in a suitable garb to his fortunes was sent, where 
but for a little while he continued ; for the nature of the 
place, and the studies there, were so far regretful beyond 
all his tedious apprentiship to the more facile academick 
sciences, that he had a kind of antipathy to his compf^ny 
and converse there, and so spent his time in an inward 
spight, which for that space superseded the enormous 
extravagancy of former vitiousness, — his vices having 
a certain kind of intermission, succession, or transmigra- 
tion, like a compleat revolution of wickedness into one 
another, so that few of his feats were practised here. 
And it is some kind of good luck for that honourable 
society, that he hath left so small and so innocent a 
memorial of his membership therein. . . . His next 
traverse was back again into the country to his mother, 
and there he fell to his old trade, and frequented his 
old haunts, consumed his money in tipling, and then 
run on score per force. In his drink he used to be so 
quarrelsome as few (unless as mad as himself) durst 
keep him company. His chief weapons in which he 
delighted, and at which he fought several times with 
tinkers, pedlars, and the like (who most an end go 
armed therewith) was a quarter-staff; in which he was 
so skilful^ that seldom did any overmatch him. A boys- 
terous discipline and rudiment of his martial skill and 
valour, which with so much- fierceness he manifested 
afterwards in the ensuing war ! . • • These and tiie like 
strange, wild, and dishonest actions, made him every 
where a shame or a terrour, insomuch that the ale wives 
of Huntingdon and other places , when they saw him a 
coming, icould use to cry out to one another, ^ Here 
comes young Cromwell, shut up your dores : ' for he 
made it no punctilio to invite his roysters to a barrel 
of drink, and give it them at the charge of his host, 
and in satisfaction thereof eitiier beat him, or break his 
windows, if he offered any shew, or gave any look or 
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sign of refasal or discontent. • . . His lustful wanton^ 
nesses were no less predominant than the other unruly 
appetites of his mind ; it heing now his rade ouslom to 
seize upon all women he met in his way on the road, 
and perforce ravish a kiss, or some lewder satisfaction 
from them ; and if any resistance were nmde by their 
company, then to vindicate and allay this violence and 
heat of his blood, with the letting out of theirs, whose 
defence of thdir friend's honour and chastity innocently 
ingaged them. And the same riots was he guilty of 
against any who would not give him the way ; so that 
he was a rebel in manners, long before he was a Belial 
in policy. . • • I am loath to be too large in such parti** 
culars, which may render me suspect of belying him, 
out of prejudice or revenge ; but I have heard it eon* 
firmed so often from knowing persons, and the stories 
made use of by his party who did thereby magnify his 
conversion making him thus dear and precious unto 
God, that I was obliged to mention them." 

These coarse details are given here in the persuasion, 
that they may represent, making allowance for the 
natural exaggeration of the writer, the wild course and 
current of Cromwell's irr^;u1ar youth — a youth how 
common in that age, how common in every age, but 
how seldom followed by those wonderful fortunes which 
have burnt into these records of thU life things that are 
held of no account in the lesser fortunes of meaner men, 
yet are in truth less pardonable in them than here, where 
they must be taken to express s<»ne portion of that amaa^i 
ing energy of temperament which is afterwards destined 
to force out for itself a nobler outlet on a grander theatre 
of action. Nor will the reflecting reader hold, that even 
such experiences, so wild and so unworthy, were alto, 
gether without their use in the after-chances of a career 
like Cromwell's, wherein power was to be achieved by 
practising upon the weakness, no less than by guiding 
the strength, of all classes of the humanity around 
him. It is said of him by a professed panegyrist, who 
sought to explain, and not unsuccessfully, the sort of 
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life he led at this time in London^ that " he came to 
lanoofai'B Inn^ where he associated himself with those of 
the httt rank and quality^ and the most ingenious 
persons ; for though he were of a nature not adverse to 
study and contemplation, yet Ke seemed rather addicted 
to etmeersatiim, and the reading of men and their several 
tempera, than to a continual poring upon authors." * 
Men of a large soul have no need of all those studies 
that aro necessary to the education of other men. 
Nature offera herself to be studied by them, without the 
spectacles of books to read her by. They have only to 
look inward, as Dryden finely says, and they will observe 
her, in all her strength and all her weakness, there. 

There is only one incident in these early and irre. 
gular practises which, if true, leaves a serious stain on 
that portion of the life of Cromwell. Sir William 
Dngdale originated it in his ** Short View of the Late 
Troubbst,'* where we find this remark: — "By his exor- 
bitances, at last he so wasted his patrimony, that, having 
attempted his uncle Steward:^ for a supply of his wants, 
and finding that, on a smooth way of ap|dication to him 
he coidd not prevail, he endeavoured by colour of law 
to lay hold of his estate, representing him as a person 

* <*PortnltUT8 of his Rovat HigfaHMt Oliver/* bjr Carringtoii^ p. 8., 
a book on the whole sot so deficient in trustworthiness as others of the 
thne— Mr. Daubeny's for instance — or M. Oregorio Leti's. The last, 
published in French, at Amsterdam, fifty years after Cromwdl's death, 
obtained considerable circulation in England. A copy is in my possession, 
$nd a short specimmi of it may possibly amuse the reader. For instance, 
M. Gregorio Leti makes Cromwell a prodigy of learning at the univer. 
Mj, exceedingly admired by the bishops, a great favourite -with king 
James. He then sends him over to Franoe upon his travds, gives us apar* 
ticular account of his gallantries, introduces him to an audience [of^the 
Ftonch king, and an inttmacy with cardiniid Richelieu. Upon bis return 
he assures us, that Cromwell was highly in the good graces of Dr. Wil. 
liams, biriiop of Idncoln, to whom he says he was nearly related ; and, 
what is still more extraordinary than all this, Mr. Leti lets us into the 
secret, that the bishop had an amour with CromwelPs wife ; and in the 
tame ingenious style, and with equally scrupulous attention to truth, he 
perseveres through the whole work, assuring us, that he wrote it during 
Die stay in England, and that he took care to be perfectly well informed 
a<to every thing which he relates. It is bare justice to Mr» Leti, however^ 
to add, that he names the earl of Anglesea, the earl of Aylesbury, and 
teveral other penocu of distinction, as the authors of the various matters 
he acquaints us with : and it is just possible that they were the somewhat 
stupid but auocestftil jokes of those distinguished persons, 
t P.459. ^ See Appendix, (A.) 
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not able to govern it. But therein he failed." The dili- 
gent reeearcheB of Mr. Noble, it muaC be admitted, geem 
Ui confinn this seiious charge, while they are more 
explicit in detailing the grounda of it. From them it 
would seem that, soon after hia return to Huntingdon 
ftom London, he " endeavoured to reinstate his fortune 
by annexing theestateof his maternal uncle, air Thomaa 
Steward, to his own, even in the lifetime of air Thomaa. 
It waa not unlikely that he had asked of that gentleman 
a liberal supply, and ' finding that by a smooth way of 
application to him he could not prevail, he endeavoured 
to lay hold of his estate, representing him as a person 
not able to govern it ; ' which he did by petitioning his 
majesty to grant him a commission of lunacy ; but the 
king dismissed the petition as ill-founded.*' With a 
strong reluctance to entertain this story, I am neverthelesa 
bound to subjoin what strikes me to be further evidence 
in support of it — evidence which some may even take 
to be incontrovertible. Ilacket, in his life of archbishop 
Williams (Scrinia Reserata), gives it as an eminent 
*"""*' "^ that wily bishop's penetration that, at the very 
' Cromwell's career, he thoroughly detected his 
r. In a council held in 1645, Hacket repre- 
lliams thus speaking of Cromwell to the king: — 
IT him at Buckden, but never knew his re- 
leing a common spokesman for sectaries, and 
ing their part with stubbornness. He never 
td as if he were pleased with your majesty and 
cers, and indeed he loves none that are more 
equals. Tour majetty did him but justice in 
hit petition against Hr Thomag Steward of the 
lly ; but he takes them all for his enemies that 
Dt let him undo his beat friend, and, above all . 
, 1 think him the most mindful of an .injury. 
i openly that it is fit some should act more 
ly against your forces, and bpng your person 
power of the pailement. He hales the earl of 
lecause he says he is but half an enemy to your 
and has done you more favor than harm. 
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His fortunes are broken, that it is impossible for him to 
subsist (much less satisfy his ambition) but by youi 
majesty's bounty^ or by the ruin of us all - in one com- 
mon confusion. In short, every beast has some evil 
properties^ but Cromwell has the properties of all evil 
beasts." i 

One consideration remains, involving a di£ferent and 
less injurious view of the charge itself. It is indis- 
putable that this sir Thomas Steward at his deaths 
which occurred not many years afterwards, left the 
whole of his fortune to his nephew — to the young 
man at whose hands he had suffered so recently such a 
cruel and insulting wrong. Is it possible to imagine 
that intercession on the part of relatives, which is al- 
leged to have brought this result about, would have suf- 
ficed in any way to that end, if the old man bad not 
now, in reality, proved somewhat wavering in his wits. 
Giving Oliver Cromwell the advantage (to which he is 
fairly entitled) of the doubt so started, it is surely not 
difficult to imagine that, when he petitioned the king to 
the effect stated by Dugdale and Noble, and apparently 
corroborated by archbishop Williams himself, he may 
really have believed his kinsman to be labouring under 
the malady alleged. 

The time now arrived, however, when the wild days 
were to close, and with them the imputations they gave 
birth to — when higher purposes and objects were to 
wake out of their early sleep in Cromwell's heart, and 
thenceforth sleep no more — when his fellow townsmen 
were to ask with wonder among each other how such a 
reformation could have risen, — 

" Since his addiction was to courses vain : 
His companies unlettered, rude, and shallow ; 
His hours fill'd up with riots, banquets, sports ; 
And never noted in him any study, 
Any retirement, any sequestration. 
From open haunts." 

— and possibly some one, more intelligent and accom- 
plished than the rest, was to answer in that counter- 
quotation from the prince of poets and philosophers^ 
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whole death Bhonld just tbea have plunged the world u 
motuaing, if the world had knawn hh value, — • 

" Hie itnirbeiTy grnin uddemaUi the nettle, 
And wbdeKtme bennn thrivft ftnd hpen be«t 
Neigtitvur'd b; fruit ol buet* qunUtj : 



Whereat might the questioner hare r^oined, with the 
Btn>nge«t confidence diat he had indeed attained in this 
the secret of Cromwell's mental progressi- 
on the SSd of Angust, 1620, four months after the 
completion of his twenty-first year, Cromwell married. 
Elizabeth Bourchier, daughter of air James Bowchier, 
of FeUted in £ssex, a kinawoman of the Hampdens, a 
woman of high spirit, of rd ancient and honourable fa- 
mily, and whose irreproachable life, and nnobtmaive 
mannera, should indeed have protected her from [the 
insulta and obloquies of the time, if any thing could 
have been held sacred from them. The marriage took 
place at St. Giles's Church, Crippl^cate, London ; and, 
tlirw daya afterwards, we discover from a deed still in 
existence, Cromwell (described in the document as 
Oliver Cromwell, ^aa WiUiama, of Huntingdon, esq.) 
entered into a defeasance of statute staple to Thomas 
Morley, dtizen and leather-sellerj of London, in 4000J. 
luld, before the 20th of November 
assure unto Elizabeth his wife, 
ife, for her jointure, aU that par- 
Ford, with all the glebe lands and 
of Huntingdon.* It is interest- 
rears afterwards, when Cromwell's 
lire it, this amiable and excellent 
a jointure, which, with the fortune 
isband, is reported to have gone in 
) contracted by early extravagance, 
the wonderM ctmigcs she waa 
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doomed to experience^ did she ever lose the simplicity 
and modesty of her youth. She is said to have home 
what few women can patiently hear, with only such com- 
plaints as the most sweet and generous nature would 
give utterance to — and in this was more influenced hy 
love than restrained hy awe.* Her hushand's elevation 
she rather endured than rejoiced in ; for even the stem 
Ludlow^ when telling us that *^ he (the protector) re- 
moved from the Cockpit^ which house the parliament 
had assigned to him^ to take possession of Whitehall^ 
which he assigned to himself, " adds^ that '' his wife 
seemed at first unwilling to remove thither^ though 
afterwards she hecame hetter satisfied with her 
grandeur." t This *^ satisfaction " wiU, perhaps^ he more 

* I have already ventured to say all that, perhaps, need be said in a ques- 
tion of this kind in my Life of StrafTord, pp. 281— S84., to which the 
reader is referred ; but one of the notes in Noble's book bears too close a 
reference to this subject to be omitted here ; and the writer was too can. 
did as well as Industrious not to have a right to claim fair attention to what 
he supposes himself to have had reason to believe in a case of this kind. 
** The protector Oliver," he says, " though a great devotee, is known to have 
indulged himself, after he arrived at power, with the company of ladies, 
and that not in the most innocent manner. Lady Dysert, afterwards 
duchess of Lauderdale, and Mrs. Lambert, have been frequently given as 
his mistresses. They were ladies of very different accomplishments ; the 
former was beautiful, witty, learned, and full of intrigue ; Mrs. Lambert 
employed herself only in praying and singing hymns. It was a court jest, 
that the protector's instrument (of government) was found under my 
lady Lambert's petticoat. His acquaintance with the gay lady Dysert gave 
such offbnce to the godly, that he was obliged to decline his visits to her ; 
and it was thought that general ToUemache owed his birth to Oliver ; but 
there could no hurt arise in holding heavenly meditation with Mrs. 
L>ambert. Heath, in his ' Flagellum.* says, Mrs. Lambert was a woman 
of good birth and good parts, and of pleasing attractions, both for mind and 
body. There is a history printed of a pretended natural son of the pro- 
tector's, but it is too marvellous to be true. Probably, however, Oliver had 
natural children, one of whom might be Dr. Millington, after whose name 
in the register of Strensham, in Worcestershire (the birthplace of the 
humorous Butler), is, * Query, was not he a; bastard of Oliver Crom- 
well ? ' and I am the more inclined to think this true, because in the post, 
script of a letter firom Ursula Hornyhold, dated from London, Dec. 4. 
1744, to a gentleman in the vicinity of that place, is. *Did you ever hear it 
said that Dr. Millington was illegitimate. Here has been talk that Dr. Mil- 
lington was a bastard of Oliver Cromwell* The scandal it would have 
given, had the puritans known of his amours, and the advantages the 
cavaliers would have made of it, would be sufficient reasons for his keep- 
ing matters of this kind from the eyea of the public Besides, though her 
highness was an obedient wife, she was not without spirit and sensibility: 
but, though she might know that she had reason to suspect the protector, 
we cannot suppose she carried it to such unreasonable lengths as .to be 
jealous of Christina, «|ueen of Sweden, as some pretend." 

+ " Ludlow's Memoirs." The royalist writers, i may observe, were so de- 
ficient in materials of accusation against her, that they made as much as 
they could of an alleged plainness of person ; and Cowley, meaning to 

VOL. VI. D 
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truly expressed in saying that^ while the wife of Crom- 
well had good sense enough to be contented with a 
humble station^ she had yet spirit and dignity sufficient 
for the loftiest. '' She was^ indeed^" says an impartial 
witness, ^^an excellent house- wife^ and as capable of 
descending to the kitchen with propriety as she was of 
acting in her exalted station with dignity. Certain it is^ 
that she acted a much more prudent part as protectress 
than Henrietta did as queen ; and that she educated her 
children with as much ability as she governed her 
family with address. Such a woman would, by a natural 
transition, have filled a throne." This pleasing picture, 
of a virtuous and able woman's character, seems to me 
to be completed by the fact her biographer should be 
proud to subjoin — that she was the only one of the 
relatives of Cromwell whose kinsmen received no place 
of profit or emolument under the protectorate of Crom- 
well.* 



ridicule this in hit '* Cutter of Coleman Street," has put the following into 
Cutter's mouth, as part of his description of his friend Worm : — ** He 
would have been mjr lady protectress's poet : he writ once a copy in praise 
of her beauty ; but her highness gave for it but an old half-crown piece 
in gold, which she had hoarded up before these troublo, and that &- 
Gouraged him flrom any further applications to court" The portraits of 
Mrs. Crorawdl now in existence give the lie to this, nevertheless : and re. 
present a pretty and comely person, with Just'such an expression on the faoe 
as is borne out by her quiet and unoffending character. 

* The name of Bourchier appears in some of the appointments. TeC, 
in a MS. of the Suffblk gentry during the usurpation, now existing in 
the handwriting of sir John Cullum, is to be found the following entry :— 
** In 1655, — Bourchier, esq., and — Bourchier, gent, brothers of Oliver 
Cromwell's wife, and sons of sir Ja. Bourchier, knt, in the parish of 
Whepsted, within about four miles of Bury. Sir John found in the re- 

5isters these items : —Mr. James Bourchier buried the 15th of March, 1656r; 
Ir. Henry Young and Mrs. Susan Bourchier were married the 8th of 
April, 1656." No doubt, therefore, these were claimants for office, had 
their sister countenanced the claims. It will not, perhaps, be out of plaee 
here to append a sketch of the few incidents in the life of the protectress, 
after her great husband's death ; what other mention she receives in these 
pages will be in the ordinary course of my narrative; On the revival of 
the council of officers, after Cromwell's death, they showed themselves 
not insensible to her merit ; they obliged the (wrliament to make a suit, 
able settlement upon her, at a time when the i romwellian interest was no 
more. It was grateful in them, and honourable to heK ** Perceiving the 
return of the king," however. Noble tells us, " would take place, she con- 
veyed a great quantity of gold, and some of the best and most portable 
valuables belonging [as was alleged, but by a fiction of royalty alonej 
to the ro^al family, to a fruiterer's warehouse, near the sign of the Xbiee 
Cranes, in Iliames-atree^ with an intention to expmrt uem out of tht 
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' Such was the partner for life's journey whom Crom- 
well had the good fortune to obtain^ and from his union 
with whom his useful life began. He fixed his residence 
in his native town of Huntingdon^ and having reconciled 
all old differences with his wealthy kinsmen — the Ba- 
iingtons^ the Hampdens, his uncle sir Oliver^ and all 
whom his early courses had offended — he addressed 
himself to those studies and pursuits which were to pave 
his way to greatness. 

Then was seen the saime vehemence of temper in the 
rigid duties of life which had so recently transported its 
owner into the extremes of pleasure. Cromwell's house 
hecame notorious as the refuge of nonconformist mi- 
nisters, or of such as suffered in any way for conscience' 
sake. Nor was he content with offering them this refuge 
merely. He encouraged them to opposition — he sti- 
mulated his fellow townsmen to support them in it — 
he attended the bishop of Lincoln in person (afterwards 
the famous archbishop WiUiams) to press their suits-— 



kingdom : but it being dictibvered, the council. May 16, 1660, ordered per- 
sons to view tbem ; who reported that tome pictures, and other things 
belonaing to his majesty, were round ; the remainder was attached in the 
custody of lieutenant-general Cox } and June 9, following, information 
was given to the house of lords, that she, her son Richard, and Henry, lord 
Herbert, had many deeds, evidences, and writings belonging to the lord 
marquis of Worcester [whose estates Cromwell had received tram parlia. 
ment in pajrment of his military services], all of which they were ordered 
to deliver up. She had, until about this time, resided at the Cockpit and 
at Whitehall } but, leaving thes^ places, she went firom London, and 're- 
tired into Wales. Mr. Granger says, he was credibly informed that she 
was a considerable time in Switserland ; but probably she never was there. 
Finding that no inquiries were made after her, she returned into'England, 
and found an asylum in the house of her son-in-law, Mr. Claypole, at 
Norborough, in Lincolnshire, where she continued unto her death, court- 
ing obscurity. She had, as I have before mentioned, had the tithes of 
Hartford seUled upon her : these she gave up. Oliver some years after.* 
wards gave her a grant of SOOO/L per ann. ; but probably she never re- 
ceived any part of it, as it was, I think, issuing out of estates which were 
given to him by the parliament, and belonged to the delinouent loyalists ; 
who, at the restoration, would naturally reclaim what had been.iliegally 
and forcibly taken from them. The dOOOL per ann., settled upon her by the 
parliament, was never paid to her, nor perhaps any part of it; so that we 
murt suppose she had but trifling means to support herself upon during her 
widowhood, and that arising chiefly from the sale of those valuables that 
she retained after the protector's death. She survived her hustuind seven 
years : and, dying at Norborougb, was buried in a vault in the chancel of 
that church, but no memorial whatever b to be found to her memory." 

D 2 
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he preached for them — he prayed with them* — he 
proclaimed in every place the wrongs they were exposed 
to^ and urged at every season^ and hy every aUowahle 
means^ the necessity of redress, f 

Herein was shown, hy this extraordinary man^ his 
aptitude for the great claims and questions of the age. 
Of all the discontents that then muttered at a distance 
of the coming change — of all the grievances that were 
pushing on the stumhling and shamhling government 
of the first Stuart to the inevitable precipice awaiting 
it — of all the mighty motives that were likely^ while 
they stirred masses of men to generous suffering and 
great action, to consolidate in the end one tremendous 
party^ irresistible and unyielding for life or death — the 



* ** His house," says a writer in the ** Biographica Britannlca,"^* became 
the retreat of the persecuted nonconformist teachers ; and they show a 
building behind it which, they say, he erected for a chapel, where many of 
the disafTected had their religious rites performed, and in which Mr.Cromwell 
himself sometimes gave them some edifying sermons. From his strenuous- 
ness in their cause, he was soon looked upon as the head of that party hi 
the county : and he often interested himself warmly in Uieir behalf, by 
attending Dr. Williams, bishop of Lincoln, and importunately desiring 
some mitigation for such of the nonconformist preachers as had fallen into 
trouble ; he regarding them as suffering persecution for conscience' sake.** 

t Having satisfied himself with the venerable divines of the church, 
says Heath, ** he fell in with some of the preciser sort ; began to show him- 
•elf at lectures, to entertain such preachers at his house, to countenance 
that way, and be very zealous in all meetings of such people, which then 
began to be frequent and numerous, and to exercise with them by praying 
and the like; to estrange himself from those his benefactors, and at last 
to appear a publique dissenter from the discipline of the Church of Eng. 
land.'* The same writer gives, in the way of a sneer, a noble instance of 
the truth and sincerity of Cromwell's new way of life. " And now,*' he 
says, ** he was grown (that is, he pretended to be) so just, and of so scru- 
pulous a conscience, that, having some years before won 301. of one 'Mr. 
Calton at play, meeting him accidentally, he desired him to come home 
with him, and to receive his money, telling him that he had got it by indi- 
rect and unlawful means, and that it would be a sin in him to detain it 
any longer; and did really pay the gentleman the said 90i. back again." 
Mr. Noble, too, in the course of his zealous researches, discovered, in one 
of the manuscripts submitted to him, a similar anecdote, which be thus 
relates :— ** Dr. Hutton, in his MS. book, says, that Oliver won some mo* 
ney from Mr. Rob. Compton, a genteel lad, son of a draper, or some such 
trade, in London : and it being by unfair play, he was determined to repay 
it him, which be did most opportunely, for the messenger found him at an 
ordinary, surrounded by bailiffh, so that he could not venture to leave the 
room ; but he satisfied the debt, which was 20/., and took away with him 
lOW.'* Sir Philip Warwick, too, distinctly tells us that " he used a good 
method upon his conversion, " for be declared he was ready to make resti- 
tution unto any man who would accuse Aim, or whom he could accuse him- 
self to have wronged. To his honoi r I spea^ this, for I think the public 
acknowledgements men make of th<? public evils they have done to be the 
most glorious trophies they can have assigned to them." 
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questions of religion and the conscience not only stood 
the firsts but might be said to hold every other within 
their mighty embrace. For what the church was then 
immortal language has depicted — in describing all that 
aspired to dignity in her service^ from the curate to the 
bishop, — as 

** Such ag for their bellies* sake 
Creep, and intrude, and climb into the fold. 
or other care they little reck'ning make. 
Than how to scramble at the shearer's feast. 
And shove away the worthy bidden guest. 
Blind mouths! that scarce themselves know how to hold^ 
A sheep-hook ; or have learn'd ought else the least 
That to the faithful herdsman's art belongs I 
What recks it them ? What need they ? They are sped ; 
And when thf y list, their lean and flashy song^ 
Grate on their scrannel pipes of wretched straw : 
The hungry sheep look up, and are not fed. 
But, swoin with wind, and the rank mist they draw. 
Rot inwardly, and foul contagion spread : 
Besides what the grim wolf with privy paw 
Daily devours apace, and nothing said.'' 



*» 



. So great was the influence acquired by Cromwell, in 
his masterly seizure of such grievances as these, that 
the chiefs of his fellow-townsmen offered to return him 
for the borough in the next parliament that should be 
summoned. The effort was made in 1625. and failed : 
but, in 1628, Oliver Cromwell went up to Westminster, 
and took his seat in the third parliament of Charles I., 
as member for the borough of Huntingdon.* 

A question has been raised as to the nature of his em- 
ployment at Huntingdon in the interval after his mar- 
riage, since there is little doubt that his own private 
resources were insufficient to his support. It scarcely 
admits of a doubt, as it seems to me, that he took an 
active share in the business of his mother's brewery. 

• An impression has prevailed that he sat in the 16S5 parliament — as 
alleged by various writers, and even by the plodding and curious Mr. Noble. 
A friend of one of his later biographers, however. Dr. Russel, supplies the 
following decisive note on this point : — ** A few years since there was a 
disputed election case in the borough, which was carried to a committee of 
the house, and it became necessary that authenticated copies of the returns 
should be procured from the originals in the town. I examined these, and 
found that Cromwell sat only once for Huntingdon, namely, in the third 
parliament of Charles I., as stated above. In the first parliament of that 
monarch, the former members, sir Henry St John and sir Henry Main- 
waring, were returned." 
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The universal attempts of the royalists of his day, botii 
before and after the usurpation^ to cast ridicule upon 
his having once followed the occupation of a brewer*, 
are surely enough to raise a strong presumption of the 
fact (however justly the ridicule may be despised)^ in 
the absence of any counter statement on the part of his 
friends or dependants. And there is a passage in Mil- 
ton's noble panegyric of him^ applying to a somewhat 
later period^ which is not without a certain strong bear, 
ing on the question : — '' Is matura jam atque firmata 
setate^ quam et privatus traduxit^ nulla re magis quam 
religionis cultu purioris, et integritate vitse cognitus^ 
domi in occulta creverat ; et ad summa quseque tem- 
pera fiduciam Deo fretam et ingentem animum tacito 
pectore aluerat." '* Being now arrived to a ripe and 

1 See Appendix, (C.) A thousand other instances might be given— 
as in Hudibras, where the knight's dagger is spoken of: — 

« 

" It had been 'prentice to a brewer, 
J Where this and more it did endure ; 
But left the trade, as many more 
Have lately done on the same score.*' 

Again, in a description of the house of commons : — 

** 'T is Noll's old brewhouse now, I swear. 
The speaker 's but his skinker,* 
Tlieir members are like th* council of war,' 
Carmen, pedlars, tinkers." 

And in another description of the protector's court : — 
" Who, fickler than the city ruff. 
Can change his brewer's coat to buff. 
His dray.cart to a coach, the beast 
Into two Fiander's mares at least : 
Nay, hath the art to murder kings. 
Like David, only with his slings." 

And finally, for it is unnecessary to give more, in a song called '* The 
•ale of Rebgious Household Stuff : " — 

** And here are Old Noll's brewing vessels. 
And here are his dray and his slings." 

With prose writers such allusions are scarcely less abundant Walker, 
who wrote the *' History of Independency," and prophesied that Crom- 
well (then lieutenant-general to Fairfax) would assume the supreme swaj, 
added to his prediction, — " Then let all true saints and subjects cry 
out with me^ ' God save king Oliver, and his brewing-vessels.' " And, 
speaking of Harry Parker, under the name of Observatory he notices his 
return from Hamborough, and that **he is highly preferred to be a 
brewer's clerk (alias secretary to Cromwell)." Cowley's " Cutter of Cole, 
man Street '* has also an allusion to the business of Cromwell, when 
Worm, in derision of Cutter's learning, is made to ask, " What parts hast 
thou ? Hast thou scholarship enough to make a brewer's clerk ? ** 
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mature age^ all which time he spent as a private person, 
noted for nothing so much as the culture of pure religion 
and an integrity of life^ he was grown rich at home; 
and enlarging his hopes with reliance in God for any 
the most exalted times^ he nursed his great soul in 
silence.*' The expression ''grown rich," in this mag. 
nificent passage, seems undouhtedly to warrant the 
inference that it was hy some pursuit he had thus 
grown rich, for it is well ascertained, that at that time 
he had found out no easier method of achieving wealth 
or suhstance.* 

A family, too, had meanwhile grown up around him. 
On the 13th of Octoher, l621, fourteen months fifterhis 
marriage, his first son was haptized at St. John's church, 
in Huntingdon. He was named Robert, after his grand- 
father, but died in his chiJdhood. A second son, named 
Oliver, was baptized in the same church on the 6th of 
February, l623, and subsequently received his educa- 
tion at the Felsted free grammar-school, in Essex, where 
he had been placed by means of the influence of his 
maternal grandfather (sir James Bourchier) with the earl 
of Warwick. At the breaking out of the civil war, this 
boy, then nineteen, procured a commission by his father's 
interest; and, when the strife had well nigh closed, fell 
in battle. His name, in touching allusion to that death, 
was one of the last words that rose to the lord protec* 
tor's lips in this world, f 

The first daughter bom to Cromwell was baptized 
at St. John's, in Huntingdon, on the 5th of August,'! 624. 
She will find subsequent mention in these pages for her 
uncompromising spirit and love of freedom. She mar- 
ried the famous Ireton; and, after the death of that 
most eminent soldier and statesman, took, as her second 
husband, lieutenant-general Charles Fleetwood, in obe-^ 

* See, for an argument in favour of this, Mr. Thomas Cromweirs " Life 
and Times of Oliver Cromwell/* p. 44. 

t This has not been noticed by any writer, but will appear in an extract 
of one of the journals f^om the time. 
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dlence^ as was supposed, rather to the protector s earnest 
intreaty than the selection of her own desire. Cromwell's 
next child was his successor Richard, who was horn 
at Huntingdon on the 4th, and haptized, at St. John's, 
on the 19th of October, I626 ; and this was fol- 
lowed, on the 20th of January, l628, by the birth of 
Henry, afterwards lord-lieutenant of Ireland, who was 
baptized, on the 29th of that month, in the church of 
AH Saints, in Huntingdon. The education of both 
these boys was finished, along with that of their eldest 
brother, at the Felsted school, where they were taught 
by a man of well-known accomplishment, Mr. Holbeach ; 
and had the advantage of the strict superintendence of 
their grandfather, sir James Bourchier. 

A letter from Cromwell to one of his son Richard's 
sponsors was found among some Cambridge manuscripts 
a few years ago. It is dated from Huntingdon, on the 
14th of October, 1626, and addressed to one of the 
tutors in St. John's college, Cambridge, whose friend- 
ship he had probably formed during his own stay at the 
university. '^ Loving sir," the letter runs, '^ make me 
so much your servant by being godfather unto my child; 
I would myself have come over, to have made a formall 
invitation, but my occasions would not permitt me ; and 
therefore hold me in that excused. The day of your 
trouble is Thursday next Let me intreate your com- 
pany on Wednesday. By this time it appears I am 
more apt to incroch upon you for new favours, than to 
shew my thank fullness for the love I have already 
found; but I know your patience and your goodness 
cannott be exhausted by your friend and servant, Oliver 
Cromwell. — Hunt, this 14 October, 1626. — to my 
approved good friend Mr. Hen. Down tell, at his cham- 
bers in St. John's college theire." This short and sim- 
ple letter is interesting, because it is characteristic of 
Cromwell's mind at the period ; and, notwithstanding 
the subject it relates to, contains not a cloudy or fanatic 
phrase. It shows, also, the sort of connection he con- 
tinued to keep up with Cambridge; and which, no doubt^ 
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was thus early preparing the way for his subsequent re- 
presentation of that borough. 

But it is time to return to the newly elected repre- 
sentative for Huntingdon, on his way to take his seat 
at Westminster, in the month of March, 1628. Let us 
suppose that h€ and Hampden entered the house toge- 
ther, at the momentous opening of that famous parlia^ 
ment, — two men already linked to each other by the 
bonds of counsel and of friendship yet more than by 
those of family, but presenting how strange a contrast to 
each other in all things, save the greatness of their genius. 
The one of exquisitely mild deportment, of ever civil 
and affable manners, with a countenance that at once 
expressed the dignity of his intellect and the sweetness 
of his nature; and even in his dress, arranged with 
scrupulous nicety and care, announcing the refinement 
of his mind. The other, a figure of no mean mark, 
but oh, how unlike that ! His gait clownish, his dress 
ill-made and slovenly, his manners coarse and abrupt, 
and his face such as men look on with a vague feeling 
of admiration and dislike ! The features cut, as it were, 
out of a piece of gnarled and knotty oak ; the nose 
large and red ; the cheeks coarse, warted, wrinkled, and 
sallow ; the eyebrows huge and shaggy, but, glistening 
from beneath them, eyes full of depth and meaning, and, 
when turned to the gaze, piercing through and through the 
gazer ; above these, again, a noble forehead, whence, on 
either side, an open flow of hair " round from his parted 
forelock manly hangs/' clustering; and overall, and per- 
vading all, that undefinable aspect of greatness alluded 
to by the poet*, when he spoke of the face of Crom- 
well as one that 

" Did imprint an awe. 
And naturally all souls to his did bow, ' 
As wands of divination downward draw, 
And point to beds where sovereign gold doth grow.'* f 

• Dryden. 

f Other opportunities will occur for adverting to Cromwell's appearance^ 
but I may here subjoin the chief authorities for the above slight sketch. 
First, let the reader turn to the careftil engraving, after Leiy's portrait, 
prefixed to this volume — the only portrait I ever met with, among the 
ncuidreds that are in existence, which, to my mind, expresses Cromwell. 
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Imagine^ then^ these two extraordinary men^ now for 
the first time together*, passmg along the crowded lobbies 



It represents him on the eye of bis asaumption^of the protectorate ; and a 
•torv is told of Cromwell's instructions to the "young man " who painted 
it, that he was not to inflict any ** nonsense" on the canrass, but paint 
wrinkles, warts, and all. -There is an air about it (Irhich we may sup- 
pose gathered there by the wonderfUl ey^ts that had already declared 
themselves to the successful soldier), of calm and unalterable superiwity. 
The lirm-set lips, the fair large front, the threatening brow and nose, 
all " declare absolute rule *' — and yet, to gaze upon it for a time ;is to 
understand the worst libels of the royalists. Clarendon describes Crom- 
well as having something singular and ungracious in his look and appear- 
ance. The author of Hudibras says, *' Cromwell wants neither wardrobe 
nor armour; his face was naturally buff, and his skin may furnish yoa 
with a rusty coat of mail ; you would think he had been christened in a 
lime-pit, and tanned alive." When mi^or-general Masaey was intro- 
duced into the presence-chamber at the Hague, after his escape from 
England, immediately after the execution of Charles I., the marquis of 
Montrose (who had seen Cromwell often in battle), asked him, by way of 
drollery — but a very misplaced drollervat such a time — " how Oliver's 
nose did?" Clement Walker says, that when Cromwell ordered the 
soldiers to fire, in the Insurrection of the London apprentices, *' his note 
looked as prodigiously upon you as a comet ; " and, speaking of the govern^ 
ment making treason no treason, he adds that, should the house vote that 
"Oliver's nose is a ruby, they would expect you to swear it, and fight for it " 
These scurrilous jests, which yet have a certain character of truth, migbt 
be multiplied infinitely from the journals and records of the time, llie 
'* Mercurius Pragmaticus, " of January, 1618, tells us — " Then Mr. Crom. 
well, to shew that this was no time to Foeak sense and reason, stood ;up, and 
the glow-worm glistening in his beak, he began to spit fire ; and, as the 
devil quoted scripture against our Saviour, so did he against his sovereign, 
and told the house, it is written, * Thou shalt not suffer a hypocrite to 
live i ' and what then, I pray you, will become of himself." The '* Parlia- 
ment Porter," of the following August, is not less complimentary :— " No- 
thing is heard now amongst the brethren but triumph and fury, singing 
and mirth, for their happy success (thanks to the devil first, and next to 
Noll Cromwell's nose) against the Scots, whom they vaunt to have beaten 
to dust Monro, one of the best soldiers in Christendom, is coming on 
with a powerfiil army to give Noll another field sight— he will find hard 
play here, for these will not be laughed out of their loyalty, nor frightened 
out of themselves with the biasing of his beacon nose." Nor, in the '* Mer- 
curius Elenctlcus," of the February following the king's execution, is there 
any lack of characteristic forgery : — ** SUre Cromwell intends to set up his 
trade of brewing again, for the other day, being in the presence of the duke 
of Gloucester, he stroked him on the head, and, like a merciful protector, 
said. * Sirrah, what trade do you like best ? Would not a shoemaker be a 
good trade for you, or a brewer? And for that little gentlewoman, your 
sister (meaning the lady Elizabeth), if she will be ruled, I will provide 
her a husband ; one of colonel Pride's sons, or one of my own, if either of 
them like her, or can love her.' The duke told him that, ' being a king's 
son, he hoped the parliament would allow him some means out of his 
father's revenue to maintain him like a gentleman, and not put him an 

apprentice like a slave * Nose Al ^ty makes answer, * Boy, you must be 

apprentice, for all your father's revenue will not make half satisfaction for 
tne wrong he hath done the kingdom ; ' and so Nose went blowing out" 
This long note maybe closed by a short notice from the " Annual Regis- 
ter," where an old lady sets down her recollections of Cromwell, and says, 
among other things, that, when she saw him, his face was very pale, and 
his nose a deep red. 

* Nothing is surely so probable, since Cromwell would most likely, in 
any case, have come up to town with Hampden, but, considering that 
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of that most fafious assemblyj — Hampden greeting hig 
friends as he passes, stopping now and then, perhaps^ tor 
introduce bis country kinsman to the few whose curio- 
sity had mastered the first emotion inspired by the sin- 
gular stranger^ but pushing directly forward towards 
k knot of active and eager faces that are clustered round 
a little spot near the bar of the house^ on the right 
of the speakers chair *^ in the midst of which stand 
sir John Eliot^ sir Robert Philips, and Pym« The 
crowd make way for Hampden — the central figures of 
that group receive him amongst them with deference and 
gladness — he introduces his cousin Cromwell — and, 
among the great spirits whom that little spot contains, 
the clownish figure, the awkward gait, the slovenly dress, 
pass utterly unheeded, for, in his first few words^ they 
bave discovered the fervour, and, perhaps, suspected the 
greatness, of this accession to their cause. Pym is soon 
aeen to draw the new member for Huntingdon aside, 
and, with a forecast of his favourite sphere of action, 
initiates him into the case against Mainwaring.t 

Meanwhile, let a passage from one of Dr. South's 
sermons hint to us what may, at that instant, have 
occupied the more vulgar thoughts of the royalist por- 
tion of the assembly. " Who," said that zealous can- 
didate for a bishopric, '^ who that had beheld such a 
bankrupt, beggarly fellow as Cromwell first entering the 
parliament-house, with a threadbare torn coat, and a 
greasy hat (and perhaps neither of them paid for), 
could have suspected that, in the course of so few years, 
he should, by the murder of one king, and the banish, 
ment of another, ascend the throne, be invested in the 
royal robes, and want nothing of the state of a king, but 
the changing of his hat into a crown ? " " Odds fish. 
Lory ! '' exclaimed the laughing Charles, when he heard 
this from the divine who had panegyrised the living lord 
protector, " Odds fish, man ! your chaplain must be a 
bishop. Put me in mind of him at the next vacancy.'" 

this was hit flrtt session, must almost of necessity have availed himself of 
the present introduction of his influeDtlal cousin. 
• See life of Pym, p. MS. f Ibid. p. 47. 
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Oh^ glorious time for the church ! Oh^olden age for 
the profligate and the slaye ! 

Not so the days before us now: — the month of June 
has come, and Pym has risen^in this third parliament^ the 
accuser of the royal chaplain^ Main waring. The various 
assertions of manly thought and elevated courage that 
rang through the great assembly after that memorable 
exposure^ have been celebrated in other portions of this 
. work. Main waring, given up by Charles and by Laud^ 
received severe judgment. Cromwell sat silently^ earn- 
estly watching all, and patiently waiting all. 
, The house reassembled, smarting with the gross 
events of the recess. A debate soon followed ; and 
in the course of it were heard the mild, yet potent^ 
accents of the voice of Hampden, insinuating deadly 
objections, under the notion of modest doubts^ and, 
almost insensibly to themselves, Influencing in his 
behalf the most violent of his opponents. The charm 
of that exquisite orator hangs yet over the house, when 
it is suddenly dispelled by a harsh and broken voice of 
astonishing fervour, whose untunable but piercing tones 
announce to the royalists a foe to grapple with, and to 
the patriots a strong arm of help — it is CromwelL 
Among other things, he accuses Dr. Alabaster of having 
preached Jlat popery at St. Paul's Cross ; and more^ 
that his diocesan, the bishop of Winchester, had ordered 
him to do it ! By this same bishop's means, he adds, 
that Main waring, so nobly and justly punished here for 
his sermons, has been recently, recently, within a month, 
preferred to a rich living. If these are steps to church 
preferments, what may we not expect ? * 

Cromwell resumed his seat, and was followed by sir 
Robert Philips, a veteran in debate, and one of the ac- 
knowledged authorities of the house, whose tone, in the 
few words he addressed to the speaker, bore evidence to 
the striking effect which the new member had created* 
Then followed the singular scene which closed in the 
adoption of Pym's religious vow — the heaviest blow 

* See Pari. HUtory, vol Tiii. p. 289. 
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yet aimed at the church of Laud — and then^ the dis* 
solution. 

After that disastrous termination of this parliament, 
Cromwellretumed to Huntingdon^ hut thenceforward kept 
himself in frequent intercourse with Hampden and the 
celebrated St. John — the latter of whom had married his 
uncle's eldest daughter. * He had now openly chosen 
his part with that mighty body of able and resolute 
men, who were pledged, to the deaths against a continu- 
ance of the oldj the vile^ and irresponsible government 
of England; and, though having merely set his hand to 
the plough^ every idea and purpose of his mind seemed, 
in that very instant, to have stretched forward to some 
prospect of a harvest time. Hampden's vade-mecum 
was '* Davilas' History of the Civil Wars: " — Crom well's 
was the already unceasing thought of the great motives 
that might be infused into mean men by the simple use 
of one tremendous passion, in whose presence pleasure 
should avail not, and suffering be as nothing — a glo- 
rious and elevating thought of all the possible vices and 
follies in even the basest, the ^weakest, and the most 
low-born, which might thus be entirely overmastered or 
subdued. In other words, Hampden studied how best 
to manage an army — Cromwell, how best to raise one. 

From this time it was notorious he carried reli- 
gious exercises to an infinitely higher pitch than he had 
yet attempted ; and now it was that sir Philip Warwick 
was told by his physician. Dr. Simcott, of the splenetic 
man his patient was ; and how he had " phansyes about 
the cross in that town ;" and how that he, the doctor, 
had been " called up to him at midnight, and such un- 
seasonable hours," so very many times, upon a " strong 
phansy, which made him believe he was then dying." 
No doubt, the good Dr. Simcott knew about as much of 
the disease his patient laboured under as the grave sir 
Philip Warwick himself. The thoughts that shook 
Oliver Cromwell then were far beyond the reaches of 
their souls ; it is possible, nay almost certain, that 

* £U2abeth, daughter of Henry Cromwell, esq., of Upwood. 
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they were even ^' beyond the reach '* of the thinker's 
own. For therein consists^ as our noblest philosopher 
has in a single line defined it^ the whole pain of hypo- 
chondriacal metaphysics. Cromwell had already pro- 
jected himself too far into the future. 

And the process^ thus commenced^ seems to have gone 
l*egularly on during the brief interval he remained in 
Huntingdon. Had Shakspeare personally undergone 
the precise disease^ he could not more finely have 
defined it^ as by a prophetic forecast, in Cromwell's 
case^ than by the description Polonius gives of Ham-^ 
let's suffering. For the young prince^ .observes that 
fine politic specimen of the Burleigh school^ 

Fell into a gadnegs; thence into a fast; 
Thence to a vaatch; thence into a weakness j 
Thence to a lightness j .— ^ 

and this was the very movement of hypochondria- 
cal disease now traced in Cromwell. At one time 
plunged in sorrow — now still more alarming the affec- 
tionate solicitude around liim by refusing support that 
nature cried for • — then starting from his bed in the 
dead of night with fits of painful watching — troa- 
bled strangely afterwards with '< phansies about the 
cross " of Huntingdon, — and then, after an interval, 
suddenly plunging into fantastic shapes of merriment^ 
that showed most painful and dangerous of all, — thus 
did Cromwell, according to the traditions and records of 
the time, pass the three years that followed his return 
to Huntingdon from the parliament of 1628. 

At last (perhaps moved to it by some desire to seek 
refuge in a change of scene} he resolved to leave that 
town. I should observe that, some days after his 
return from his parliamentary duties, he had been 
appointed, in conjunction with his old tutor. Dr. 
Beard, and one Robert Bernard, a justice of the peace, 
under the new charter granted about that time to the 
Huntingdon corporation ; but this appointment, made 
with a probable view of softening the asperity of the 
late formidable member of ' parliament, had grown irk- 
some to him from circumstances recently named, and 
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his discomforts were thought to have been increased 
by the neighbourhood of his very violent royalist unde^ 
sir Oliver-^ whose influence had already rendered hope* 
less his re-«lection for Huntingdon. 

Be this as it may^ there is no doubt that> in 1631^ 
he prevailed with that unde^ his wife, and his mother*^ 
to concur with him in the sale of certain lands and 
tithes of the family, out of which his small patrimony 
was at present derived. By this sale he realised 1 800/. ; 
and having stocked a litde farm at St. Ives with the 
money^ he at once^ leaving his mother at Huntingdon, in 
the midst of old associations too dear to her to be re- 
signed, removed to St. Ives with his wife and children. 

Nearly every local memorial of the residence of the 
Cromwells at Huntingdon has perished. The great old 

* Tbe indiutrj of Mr. Noble fbniMhes us with an abstract of the convey- 
AQce. which I shall give (as probably Interesting to the rrauder), premising 
that *' the reason of sir Oliver and Mrs. Robert Cromwell joining in the deed 
is, that the Utter had a small jointure out of it, and that, with reference to 
the former, sir Henry Cromwell had merely given or devised these premises 
to his son, Rob. Oliv., the protector's father, for a long term of years, as 
it was usual anciently." The following is Mr. Noble's abstract and descrip- 
tion of the property : V On the 7th of May, 16S1, he obtained that his 
uncle, air Oliver Cromwell, alias Williams, of Ramsey, in the countv.of 
Huntingdon, knt., his mother, Elia. Williams, alias Cromwell, of Hun- 
tingdon, widow, should join with himself and bis wife (who are described, 
Oliver Williams, alias CromwelL of Huntingdon, esq., and Elisabeth, hto 
now wife), to convey his estates in and near Huntingdon, and.at Hartford, 
to Ricbard Oakeley, of the city of Westminster, in the county of Middlesex, 
esq., and Rich. Owen, also of the county of Middlesex, eso. As it may be 
▼ery acceptable to many of my readers, especially those of Huntingdon and 
its vicinity, I will give the parcels as they stand in the deed, omitting only 
the general words. All the capital messuage, called the Augustine Fryers, 
alias Augustine Friers, within the borough or town of Huntingdon and 
the messuages, &a belonging to it, and one close, called the Dovc^house 
close, and also all those three cottages or tenements, with a malt-house, 
and a little close, by estimatirai one acre, lying together in Huntingdon 
aforesaid, theretofore of Edm. Goodwyns ; and also all those seven leas of 
pasture, containing by estimation two acres, called Toothill Leas, lying in 
Huntingdon : and also all those two acres and three roods of meadow, 
lying and being in Brampton, in the said county of Huntingdon, in a mea- 
dow there called Portholme ; and also all those two acres of meadow, in 
Godmanchester, in the said county of Huntingdon ; all the above premises 
are called either late, or now or late, in the possession of the said Elis. 
Cromwell, widow ; and all other the lands and tenements of the said Elis. 
Cromwell, widow, Oliv. Cromwell, es<|., or either of them in Huntingdon, 
Crodroanchester, or BramotOn aforesaid, or any of them. And also all the 
rectory and parsonage of Hartford, in the said county, and the tithes both 
great and small of the same, with all and singular the rights, members, 
•uid appurtenances thereofl to the late dissolved priory or monastery of the 
blcssM virgin Mary, in Huntingdon aforesaid, heretofore belonging, or 
appertaining, and being sometime parcel of the possessions thereof. The 
sum," Mr. Noble adds, **that these estates were sold for was only ISCXV.; 
with this he did not think it beneath him to stock a gracing farm at St. 
If^ In Huntingdonshire, whither he went, upon leaving the place of hia 
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family axe extinct ; their manor-houses and lands have 
passed to other proprietors ; but^ though no trace remains 
to tell of the old knightly fortunes and splendours of the 
chief representatives of the name^ the memory of the self- 
raised brewer has clung fast to the soil — even to frag, 
ments of it — and will cling there immortally. A portion 
of land near Godmanchester is still called Oliver Crom- 
well's Swath; and two acres in the manor of Brampton 
still bear the name of Oliver Cromwell's Acres. 

In the care of the St. Ives farm he now not only 
sought employment for some portion of the ill-subdued 
energy which always craved in him for action^ but also 
put to the proof the value of those thoughts we have 
attributed to him after the disastrous dissolution of 1628. 
In the tenants that rented from him — in the labourers 
that took service under him — he sought to sow the seeds 
of his after-troop of Ironsides. He achieved an influ- 
ence through the neighbourhood all around him^ un- 
equalled for piety and self-denying virtue. The greater 
part of his time^ even upon his farm^ was passed in devo« 
tional exercises, and expositions, and prayer. Who prays 
best will work best — who preaches best will fight best 
— all the famous doctrines of his later and more cele- 
brated years, were tried and tested on the little farm at 
St. Ives. His servants were taught that, however infe- 
rior to the lords of the earth they might be in worldly 
circumstances, there were yet claims of loftier concern 
in which they had equal share, and in the right under- 
standing of which their humanity might exalt itself to 
the level of the proudest. He did not drudge them from 
rising to setting sun, as if they had been merely beasts 
of burden ; he left them time, at intervals, to ponder 
on the momentous fact, that even they had immortal 
souls. Before going to their field-work in the morning 
they knelt down with their master in the touching equa- 
lity of prayer; in the evening they shared with him 
again the comfort and exaltation of divine precepts, and 
were taught the inexpressible value of the religion that 
is practical, and tends to elevate, not to depress, the soul. 

In St. Ives, to this day, significant memorials of Crom- 
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-well exists which strangely and deeply connect them- 
selves^ even at this- distance of time^ with those solemn 
scenes. A vast humher of swords are scattered round I 

the neighhourhood^ hearing on their hilts the initials 
O. C. They have descended from the farmers and la- 
bourers of the times we are retracing, to the possession 
of their present owners. For in l64il, when the sky 
foretold the imminent storm, a large supply of swords 
was sent to the district of St. Ives^ marked with those 
initials, for which, some few months after, the sum 
of 100/. was voted to Cromwell, in acknowle<^ment of 
the outlay and the zeal. With the Bible he had before 
given them in one hand, and the sword he then gave 
them in the other, those old tenants and labourers of 
St. Ives afterwards formed part of that immortal pha- 
lanx which was never known to yield or be beaten in 
battle.* 

Meanwhile the farm itself was any thing but pros- 
perous. It was probably, however, the last part of 
Cromwell's care ; and therefore the sneers of the royalist 
biographers and historians on this point fall harmlessly- 
enough. '^ The long prayers," writes Hume, ^* which 
he said to his family in the morning, and again in the. 
afternoon, consumed his own time and that of his plough- 
men; and he reserved no leisure for the care of his. 
temporal affairs." t His health, more than his temporal 

* We owe this curious fact respecting Tthe swords to Mr. Noble, who 
incidentally mentions the discovery, in some doubt of their origiu- Mr. 
Noble tells us, also, that, at the time he wrote, a large barn which Cromwell 
built, still went by his name, ann that the farmer who then rented the 
lands which he occupied, marked his sheep with the identical irons which 
Oliver used, and which have upon them the letters, O. C. 

f The ingenious Mr. Heath alto gives his usual scurril version of these 
incidents, in Cromwell's History. ** But his estate still decaying, he be- 
took himself at last to a farm, being parcel of the royalty of St. Ives, 
where he intended to husband it, and try what could be done by endea- 
vour, since nothing (as yet) succeeded by design : and accordingly took 
servants, and lx)ught him all utensils and materials, as ploughs, carts, &c. ; 
and the better to prosper his own and his men's labour, every n;ornine, 
before they stirred out, the family was called together to prayer, at whicii 
exercise, very often, they continued so long, that it was nine of the clock 
in the morning before they began their work ; which awkward' beginning 
of their latMur sorted with a very sorry issue ; for the elTect of those 
prayers was, that the hinds and ploughmen, seeing this zeal of their mas- 
ter, which dispensed with the profitable and most commodious i)art of the 
day for their labour, thought they might borrow the other part for their 
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affairs, troubled bim at this time. The cold and damp 
air of St. Ives never thorouf^hly agreed with him ; aad 
hiB aopearance almost every Sunday in the parish chord) 
ng remembered aod advened to by the inhafatlaiits 
t place, after hia fame had directed kU eyes to- 
him, and made him the argument of every tongue, 
described bim walking up the aisle in an Di- 
ed drees, and with a piece of red flannel • fastened 
his throat to protect him from the frequent in- 
ations to which the sharp cold and excessive mois. 
' the air had painfully exposed him. 
er memoiies, too, Cromwdl left behind him among 
«ple of Sl Ives. Mote friendly to the tme re- 
tban to its professed ministers — in whose com- 
n be, nevertheless, seeros up to this time to have 
led — he was remembered as the friend of the 
rthe oppressed in conscience; as a man of wonder> 
ertent piety, ever zealous to promote good works 
• reward good men. One of his letters, written 
: hia residence at St. Ivea, ia fottnnatdy preserved 
British Museum, and corroborates in all respecta 
port of hia character. It is addressed to his " ver^ 
; friend Mr. Storie, at the sign of the Dogg in the 
Exchange, London." The object of it appears to 
een to secure the continuance of " a man of good- 
mdinduatrie,and abilitie every way," in a lecture., 
hich Mr. Storie and others had instituted in St. 



e> dnwn lo lunc till (Unner limei when they iHuriwd lo the 
art of Iheir devotion, and meuured out n good inn of the aflet- 
h dinner, and ■ repeiitiDO of loine miiket lecture Oat md bem 

e clerk of the wlili of St. htt, vho i> a veiv Int^ligenl old nu, 
'ad tKea ihlbmed bj did pertoiu who knew Mt. Crnpwell when 
he genefall; came wjib a ^riece of red Aanod rDUhd hit nei^, in 
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Ives. Its spirit is that of a generous and disinterested 
earnestness, and it is not without its characteristie 
toadies. 

" Mb. Storie^-— Amongst the catalogue of those good 
workes which your fellow dtycenes and our countrie men 
have donn, this will not he reckoned for the least, that 
they have provided for the feedinge of soules. Buildinge 
of hospitals provides for mens hodyes ; to huild ma- 
teriall temples is indyed a work of pietye ; but they that 
procure spirituall food, they that build up spirituall 
temples, they are the men trulye charitable, trulye pious. 
Sudi a work as this was your erectinge die lecture in 
our cuntrie, in the which you placed Dr. Welles, a man 
of goodnesse^ and Industrie^ and abilitie every way, not 
short of any I knowe in England ; and I am perswaded 
that sithence his cominge, the Lord by him hath wrought 
much good amongst us. It only remains now that he 
whoe first moved you to this, put you forward to ihe 
continewance thereof: it was the Lord, and therefore to 
him lift we up our harts that he would perfect itt. And 
surely, Mr. Stone, it were a piteous thinge to see a lecture 
fall in the handes of so manie able and godly men^ as I 
am perswaded the founders of this are, in these times 
wherein we see they are suppressed with too much hast 
and violence by. the enemies of God his truth ; far be it 
that soe much guilt should sticke to your hands, who 
live in a citye so renowned for the clere shininge light 
of the Gospell. You knowe, Mr. Storie, to withdrawe 
the pay is to lettfall the lecture, for whoegoethe to warfare 
at his own cost ? 1 beseech you therefore in the bowells 
of Christ Jesus put itt forward, and let the good man have 
his pay. The soules of God his children will bless you 
for it ; and so shall I, and ever rest your lovinge friend 
in the Lord, Oliver Cromwell. Commende my 
hearty love,* he adds in a postscript, " to Mr. Busse^ 
Mr. Beadley, and my other good friends. I would have 
written to Mr. Busse, but I was loath to trouble him 
with a longe letter, and I feared I should not receive an 
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uiswer from him : from you I expect one soe soon a 
conveniently you may. Vale." 

This letter is dated " St. Ives, lllh January, 1635;" 
and in the following year he left diat place, to take pos- 
sesBJoD of a property of some little value in and near 
Ely, vrhich just then fell to him by the will of his nia- 
ternal uncle, sir Thomas Steward. • In the month of 
June, 16S6, we find him domiciled at the glehe-house, 
near St. Mary's churchyard, in the city of Ely, His 
property here, though respectable in amount, was not 
very considerable, for it consisted less of any extensive 
freehold or independent possession, than of long leases 
and tylhes held under the dean and chapter ; whom 
he found, however, not unwilling to accommodate his 
wishes, and so, as they may have fancied, purchase hie 
forbearance or esteem, by renewing the greater part of 
his leases for one and twenty years, t They appointed 
him, also, to the trusteeship of same important charitiH 
in the city. 'I 

Here it -was, however — while living, as he told his 
own parliament in iGSi, neither in any considerable 



deanindchapUci UiiiuuHdhimto m.1 hirawlf in thmt city HeTi- 
lIlJBl In tilt glebe. hDlw, nnr to SL Huy'i church ya'd. nim occupied bj 
Mr. Pig«, the pRHht iMue I hecHtainVlml reni<i>ei!lo Elv wuiIto 
Junv 7, In tluc year, u he had Uioi iiLgiwd an Acqultlance for lOf. gl'Hi 
by the jkUnnier'genenl Koy, and received or the execylon of nil Ttu. 

ilurin, ta«nlMr irilh Uh 'rijlit rev. father In (ioi, Vn. lord bishop of 
Ely, Wia Fullrr, D.D; ud daan oT Ely, Anih. PaiiB, of Elv, gent, ixd 
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Trinil; and St. Uny Id that rin.—The detn andchapleiof EIt. Oc(.!7, 
WJl, in'anud in him, JoinUy with (he bUhop or Ihal lee, WIIL MikIi, 
John (hBdrleke, Antb. PBKe.eiqn. Henry Goodrlcke. and othen, fcnflW. 
therein named, a leaae of Denrer'a-Halt, near Stuntney. During Uie 
rollnvini jta, there are lereral mematinduma preiBrred respreihig Fir- 
•sn'i dianty. in uhlch hia name l> mentioned i and, Oct SS, in thli ««. 
he received fnnn ihs demand chapter of El>,t<ni leaKikoneoT HuUi- 
courl mannr.lhB other of Beele cUna, each &r SI nan.''— NiMe'i K(- 
nmn qf Ihe Profcctoral HovK. 
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height^ nor yet in obscurity * — that one of his worst 
hypochondriacal distempers is reported to have seized 
him. It was natural that it should have done so> evep 
as on those melancholy days we have described^ following 
the dissolution of the parliament he first sat in. The 
threatening thunder of the impending political tempest 
was now again heard along the sky^ louder and more 
imminent than ever. The outrages on the people — 
on life^ on liberty^ on conscience, on all that gave life 
value, or could endear it even to its native land — tho^e 
horrible outrages which had now for nearly twelve long 
and dreary years been endured^ without an apparent 
prospect of redress^ were at last approaching their fear- 
ful hour of consummation and retribution. All this^ in 
its minute detail^ has already been describedt, and need 
not be repeated here. Now^ with the sure sense of 
what such events were swiftly urging on^ they must 
have struck with their deepest force on Cromwell. 
His most melancholy and distempered state of reli- 
gious metaphysics would as surely descend with them. 
If he had horrible visions of the . slit noses and ear- 
less heads and bloody human mutilations going on 
in the pillories of Laud^ be sure that be had visions 
too, which pressed yet more terribly upon him^ of the 
oceans of blood that lay between these days and the days 
of liberty, and that were nevertheless to be passed, amidst 
the singings of psalms and expoundings of prayer^ 
without a thought for suffering or sorrow. Cromwell's 
most intense manifestations of religion, it is to be in- 
variably observed, preceded his greatest resolves, and 
went hand in hand with his greatest deeds. No wonder, 
then^ they pressed fearfully upon him in these three 
years at Ely. No wonder, when he saw, as he described 
it in after years |, thousands of his " brethren forsake 
their native country to seek their bread from strangers^ 

* " I was by birth a gentleman, living neither In any contiderable height* 
nor yet in obscurity."— FForete spoken to hit ParliamerU, Sept. 19. 1654. 
f In Lives of Eliot and Pym. 
X To the parliament of I094 — in dissolving it 
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or to live in howling wildernesses" that lie thought, 
with flushed cheek and agitated heart, of those noble 
uses of the most despised life he had tanght to his 
tenants and lahourers at his little farm at St. Ives^ of 
the hetter and hraver resource that dhonld have yet 
remained even to lowest and most oppressed hamanity. 

I do not pause to tell the reader, that the idea o£ 
Cromwell himself having ever entertained the notion of 
leaving England to seek a safer home in America, is 
utterly incredible, and supported by no worthy evidence. 
Elsewhere, in these Hves, it has been refuted. * Sueh 
was not the cast of his mind or temper. To leave 
England, where every thing heaved with the anticipation 
of such a future — when the name of Hampden filled 
all mouths, and his quiet attitude of immoveable reso- 
lution during the great trial of ship money had made 
grateful all hearts — when the harvest of what had been 
sown by suffering, approached to be reaped in triumpb 
— nay, when the very corn was ripe and only waiting 
for the glancing sickle ! The bare thought is of ridi- 
culous unlikelihood. 

In Thurloe's State Papers is preserved a letter of deep 
interest from Cromwell to his cousin^ the wife of Oliver 
St. John, written at this period from Ely. It is ad- 
dressed to " My beloved Cozen Mrs. St. John, att Sir 
William Masham his house called Oates in Essex," and 
bears the date of '' Ely, 13'^ of October, l6S8." It 
seems to me not only to point to the thoughtless past, 

* See Life of Pytn. llie reader will recollect the incident referred ta 
Yet it may be a« well to subjoin it, for lovers of the marvellous. ** Lord 
Brooke, lord 9ay and Sele and bis sons, Pym, and other distinguished men 
of the same sentiments, were about to remove to a settlement in N«v 
England, where the name of Saybrooke, in honour of the two noble 
leaders, had already been given to a township in which they were expected. 
Eight vessels with emigrants on board were ready to sail ft-om the Thames, 
when the king, by an order of council, forbade their departure, and com* 
pelled the intended passengers to come on shore, fatally for himself: for 
among those passengers Haslerigge and Hampden, and Cromwell with all 
his family, had actually embarked. There are few facts in history which 
have so much the appearance of fatality as this." I have shown the 
worthlessness of the authority on which this story rests — and also, if it 
depends on the actual occurrence of the ships having been stopped by an 
order of council, the patriots ought to have left after all, for the embargo 
was speedily taken off the ships, and they left with all their passengers. 
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bat to cherish the hope of the great and thoughtful 
future. 

^^ Dbbbb Cozen^ — I thankfully acknowledge your 
love in your kind rememhrance of mee upon this opori* 
tnnitye. Alas, you doe too h^hlye prize my lines, and 
my Companie. I may hee ashamed to owne your ex- 
pressions, consideringe how unproffitable I am, and the 
meane improvement of my tailent. Yett to honour my 
God by declaringe what hee hath done for my eouie^ in 
this I am confident, and I will he soe. Trulye then 
this I finde, that hee giveth springes in a drye and 
barren wildernesse, where no water is. I lire (you 
know where) in Mesheck, which they say signifies pro- 
longinge; in Kedar, which signifieth bkcknesse; yet 
the Lord forsaketh mee not. Though hee doe prolonge, 
yett he will ( I trust) bringe mee to his Tabernacle, to 
hifl restinge ^ace. My soule is with the congregation 
of the first borne, my body rests in hope; and if heere 
I may honour my God either by doeinge or sufferingoy I 
ehal be most glad. Truly noe poore creture hath more 
cause to putt forth himselfe in the Cause of his Godj then 
I. I have had plentifuU wadges beforehand ; and I 
am sure I shall never earne the least mite. The Lord 
accept me in his sonn, and give mee to walke in the 
light, and give us to walke in the light, as hee is in the 
light. Hee it is that inlighteneth our blacknesse, our 
darknesse. / dare not say, he hydeth his fiice from mee. 
He giveth me to see light in this light. One beame in 
a darke place hath exceedinge much refreshment in it ; 
blessed bee his name for shininge upon soe darke a hart 
as mine. You knowe what my manner of life hath bine, 
O, / lived in, and loved darknesse, and hated the light; 
I was a chiefe, the chiefe of Sinners. This is true, I 
hated Godlinesse, yett God had mercy onn mee. O the 
riches of his mercy ! praise him for mee, pray for mee, 
that hee, whoe hath b^unn a good worke, would perfect 
it to the day of Christ Salute all my good freinds ill 
that Family, whereof you are yett a member. I am 
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to them for ther love. 1 blesee tlie 

ind that my Sonn hy there procurement 

tt him tisTe your prayeis, your Coan- 

ave them. Salute your Husband and 

He IB not a miui of his word ; bee 

PTomiaea to write about Mr. Wrath of Epinge, but as 

tt I received noe letters. Putt him in minde to doe 

lat with conveniency may bee donn for the poore 

zen, I did solhcit him about. Once more farewell; 

e Lord bee with you ; soe prayeth your trulye loviogc 

)zen. Oi.ivEit Cromwbi.l. . • • My mifes servjce and 

re presented to all her friends." 

This letter has been strangely remarked upon by the 
lyotherhiographer of Cromwell who quotes it thus: — 
[t expresses," says Dr. Russell, " the strong feeling 

remorse and self-abasement with which he was then 
Itated. Nor were his views of the future more 
eerful than his retrospect of the past. He brooded 
er the evils which his diseased imagination created, 
d saw no recovery for his affairs spiritual or temporal 

the distant perspective which opened up before bun." 
a recovery for his affairs spiritual 1 Why the purpose 

the letter Is to reflect back upon his dear cousin some 
rtion of the spiritual light that had then shone in so 
iciouriy upon himself. No hope for his temporal 
airs ! Why his body, he tells his correspondent, resti 

hope ; he jp looking forward with gladness to some 
arly approaching time when he may possibly honour 
i God "either by doeing or sufferinge ; " and in the 
ry next sentence to (hat repeats the idea which evi- 
Dtly occupies him so as almost to exclude every other, 

" putting himself forth in the cause of his God." 
lie tone of the letter is any thing but despondent or 
it down. Even its reference to his early days of dis- 
ute wildness is rather made with a joyous sense of a 
issed change, than with a stiU exacting or self-accusa- 
■y grudge. %7hen Cromwell wrote that letter he 
IS rather thinking, be sure, of the parliament that 
1st be summoned soon, and the place he was likely to 
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succeed in standing for, than with any remorseful or 
despondent dread of either temporal or spiritual thing. 

Before proceeding to that great suhject of all his 
present thoughts, a slight allusion in the letter should 
detain us briefly with his domestic concerns. His son 
Richard was then staying at sir William Masham's ; and 
truly it may he supposed to have hecome a matter of 
some moment with him now^ to clear his house, when 
he could, of a few of its numerous little inmates ; for 
his family had increased around him. On the 2d of 
July, 1629, a second daughter had been christened 
at the old Huntingdon church of St. Jphn*s. She 
was called Elizabeth, after his mother, and will have 
mention in these pages hereafter as the favourite 
daughter of Cromwell. On the 8th of January, l6S2, 
a boy, bom at St. Ives, had been baptized in the same 
church of Huntingdon, and received the name of James, 
after that of his maternal grandfather ; but some few 
days afterwards he appears to have died, and to have 
been buried there. Then, in Febraary, l6S7, the 
gentle Mary, so handsome, and yet so like her father, 
afterwards wife to earl Fauconberg, had been born in 
Ely, and subsequently, as with the rest, baptized in 
Huntingdon. Lastly, Frances, the fojarth and youngest 
daughter, swiftly followed, and was baptized on the 6th 
of December, I6.S8, at St. Mary's church in £ly. The 
motive for sending all these children, except this last, 
(when some accident or illness, no doubt, intervened to 
make her an exception,) to receive baptism in Hunt- 
ingdon, must have been a kind deference to tlie wishes 
of their grandmother and to her prejudice in favour of 
that place, since their father had yet had no open quar- 
rel or difference with the churchmen of St Ives or £ly.* 

* The late good old Oliver Cromwell, esquire, in his terriflcally stupid 
quarto about his great progenitor, is always anxious to exhibit Cromwell, 
with a singular weakt.ess, as on the best possible terms to the last moment 
with church and aristocracy. " In the books of Record of a Charitable In. 
stitution in Ely," be -observes, ** the members whereof are stiled Ely 
Feoffees, is the following entry, so late as loil, (whereof the Writer has 
been permitted to take a Copy.^ he then being an active member of the 
Long Parliament : — i * 1641. Gave to diven poor people in the presence of 



Tfaia nappoddon U furdier borae out hy « &ct whick 
nirpriied Mr. Noble in the coorae of hia reiearches, that 
the chil<!ren of her danghten, the Wantoni, the Di»< 
brawea, «nd the Sewsten, were also nearly all of 
'hem brought for baptiim to the same old church iB 
[nntingdon. She was equally fimd of, and intereBtcd 
I them all. It increaaet our admintioa for that tme 
!eclioti which, with all iu weaknev, and with all itt 
length, diaracteriwd the Doble-hearted mother nf 
'liver CromweU. 

But hia name recalls the thoughts with which he was at 
tig time eagerly watching the progreaa of events towardi 
le now inevitable Long Parliament. And now an oms- 
on arose whereof he most skiUiillj availed himself, ii 
irtherance of these eager hopes and wishes. 



M| nriltMT pleuKl iriUi Oie dtrgr. nor (he man ner thai the tallialnil 

'III HilcJi, the ctergT-vicar, to d«a1iv he wouLd dealat uaLn^ the choir 
tice. M iiiwdil^ini and oQ^lve ^ but adrinnl him to catfchirt^ rei^ 

'anialkiti' ; uiyain^ng. that beinuit aniner It If he did not Knnpir: 
lich. henotchiulngtsda, both the loliiien (ml the tabUe broke <i« 



* uiMmW;, H[. Hitch made ■ pauM i wb 
! people >ilb him proreeded up to the eon 
charse the office of hli funetiiin; al vhii 
tat dUptDaiure, juid Itjing hLi hand upon hi 

lue congn 



ll'imMcMein Elilhu marhemmh auljoinlng, 
ItMfed to Matlhew Wren, Biahop of Bj, b; the iul 
BIr.in the lelgn of KIdi Chuiet L.ata'int that. 
Tket Rn At aide, hut that it had been dlennthnH^ 
: decaT of Aldretb-hridH, which ihould he kept <n r 
ablliaa Lord or the Manor or Haddenham. Heel 

UtlonlaalfnedbTCtainoelland manjolhen. Wl 
p a ]ett«r of Cromveh^ of wbicb the foUiming 
nd^ 1 doubt not mt 1 ihalL he a« gnod aim; wor< 

JieOent^einen will not 
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Tbe earl of Bedford and other noblemen of the day 
bad, sonae seven or eight yeam before, prc^osed a scheme 
for draining the extensive fens which in those days 
eovered some millions of acres of the finest plains in the 
counties of Cambridge> Huntingdon^ Northampton^ and 
Lincoln. The good work had now advanced to a certain 
extent — that part of it^ in fact, properly called the Bed» 
ford Level, and containing nearly 400,000 acres^ had 
been completed— > when it was found necessary to call in 
other aid to the project, and a proposition was made to 
the crown, offering a fair proportion of the land for its 
countenance, assistance^ and authority^ in the completion 
of the whole. 

Up - to this point all had gone on well : the scheme 
included in itself unquestionably a large share of public 
advantage^ and its chief projector was a nobleman of wide 
and deserved popularity — but from the instant of the 
royal interference all kinds of differences and contentions 
were introduced. A parcel of court-commissioner^— ^ 
officers ever hateful in that day^ and with reason, to the 
wretched and oppressed commonalty^ arrived in the 
districts^ held courts for the adjudication of claims con* 
nected in any way with the property, decided all the 
questions in the king's favour of course, and, it is even 
said, proposed to dispute with lord Bedford and the other 
originators of the undertaking their retention of 9^>000 
acres of the land already recovered, in compensation of 
the venture they had undergone.* Whether the latter 
allegations are true or false^ it is not doubted that the 
occasion was at once seized by the king's officers as an 
admirable one for enriching the then most needy ex- 
chequer^ and that, with this view^ several acts of in- 
justice were threatened. 

The common people began to murmur— to complain 
loudly — to clamour for justice — to threaten in their 
turn. Meetings were held; and at one of them a pow- 
erful auxiliary suddenly appeared in the person of Oliver 

* Life and Times of Cromwell, by Thomas Cromwell, p. 68. 



Cromvel]. From that instant the echeme became am. 

roughly hopeless. With such desperate determination 
he folloned up hia purpose — so actively traverEed the 
district and inflamed the people every where — so pas- 
sionately described the greedy claims of royalty, ik 
gross exactions of the coramiBsion, nay, the very ques- 
tionable character of the improvement it«lf, even could it 
have gone on unaccompanieil by incidents of tyranny,— 
to the small proprietors insisting that their poor claicat 
would be merely scorned in the new distribution of the 
property reclaimed, to the labouring peaeants that all 
the profit and amusement they had derived from cem- 
moning in those extensive wastes were about to ^ 
snatched for ever from them, — that, before his almost 
single individual energy,king, commissioners, nobtcrnen- 
projectors, all were farced to retire, and the great project 
even in the state it then was, fell to the ground. 

This matter has been variously described ; but in 
the account just given, an attempt has been made to 
reconcile the discrepancies that have appeared in olbef 
descriptions of it. It aeeras clear to me, from all tbe 
docamenta that afford us information", that thescheuK 
had proceeded, entirely unopposed by the people, til 

J« .uthor'/ purpMfroHtm^w^olf nt contndJctkJTM ™™ "»P 

tloniconSncd uTK^rtli' trB™A who". In'uirhlu c^^mer%« "« 
qusnUUn (i( lanili irhkn the fmh wu«n orerflawed in tht winui. Ixiti] 
■nd gican, or dnlDibls — whtiher itnu puLiliik lutril, or priviteiJ''t 
Wn wbloh led them tlortunln, a iRangEr cannot deterpiine -~ Ui*; MB 
pniniEtDni nntotliekiDtlatuueinitcoDimlBioiuoricwen todramlbiee 
UDo^ aod oAr ■ proportion rreelj to t>e gliren to the crown for Itsnunb. 
■HHi mid autlinrity Iber^ : and m ill Ukh grnt and pvlilick wA 

fcave exact juiiIm done lo them fin- Uiat •mall prriencB of right thej I"" 
unto Hue OHnmoni ; lo the cummiiilDnen. let them do what tti ej' can, »■■ 
DeveriUitniuchibodrofmen. And jmBlAe king iidetUirid tin f^io- 

rout agalntt theu fint populai lotdi and undertaken, mbi hadiiii^ 

ktkhuin the second underUlilng, though therhiid mucblBIB 
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on the completion of the Bedford Level the name 
and interest of the king became involved in it — that 
Cromwell then saw the advantage which might be taken 
of the popular discontent awakened by the latter cir- 
cumstance, and availed himself of it accordingly — that 
when he moved in it first it might merely have been 
with a view to siipport and protect the threatened rights 
of the popular nobleman who was the chief projector, 
but that, in the course of his opposition, he saw an 
irresistible opportunity of impressing with a sense of his 
influence not only large masses of tide small proprietors 
and of the lower orders of discontented men whose 
rights and pleasures were now found to be endangered 
by the scheme, but also of exhibiting that influence to 
the country at large in the defeat not only of king and 
commissioners, but of the entire scheme itself — and 
that, before this temptation, every consideration, of the 
real utility and the many beneficial tendencies the un- 
dertaking involved, vanished altogether. A pure mo- 
tive of good may have engaged him first, but it was cer- 
tainly a mixed motive of evil and good that shaped his 
ultimate course. 

Let the facts which I shall now state prove this, if 
further proof is wanted. In the year l6'49 the Long 
Parliament passed an act for " draining the great level 
of the Fens," and in the preamble of that act it is stated, 
'* that whereas the said great level, by reason of frequent 
overflowings of the rivers . . . has been of small and 
uncertain profit, but (if drained) may be improved and 
made profitable, and of great advantage to the common- 
wealth, and the particular owners, &c. • . . And whereas 
Francis, late earl of Bedford, did undertake the said 
work, and had 9^^000 acres, parcel of the said great 
level, decreed and set forth, in October, in the thirteenth 
year of the reign of the late king Charles, in recompence 
thereof; and he and his participants, and their heirs 
and assigns, have made a good progress therein, with 
expense of great and vast sums of money; — but by rea- 
son of some late interruptions, the works there made 



hive fallen Into decs;: be it thererore enacted and or- 
dained, that William, now eari of Bedford, Sta. in re- 
compence of the aforeuid chftrge and adTenture, and for 
beuing the chu^e of draining, and maintaining the 
rks from time to time, ghull have andei^oy the said 
oie 95,000 acres." Now the chief advocate of this 
ature in the house wal no other than " lieutenant- 
leral Cromwell," whose name afterwards appeanj as a 
Dmisaioner " to hear, determine, order, adjuit^, and 
«ute, all such things as are preacribed by this act." 
cnmstances hod changed a little ! It was not unde- 
ring of praise in Cromwell, however, to seek thus to 
air' the temporary ohstniclion he had offered to an 
lertaking of general advantage, and in his former op- 
icion to which he had supposed himself sanctioned 
the cansideralion of higher objects and efforts that 
n claimed the influence such opposition gave him. 
For his influence in all the districtg around Hnnt- 
don and Ely was now indeed supreme. The " Lord 
^e Fens" was the name the coram(»i people wonhip- 
I him by.f Same of the parliamemary chiefe con- 
tulated Hampden on the great position of popnlarity 
kins roMi had achieved, and si^gested various places 
might offer himself for in the ensuing parUament; 
<M was then generally supposed, his uncle's influense 
I too BU'ong for his success in Huntingdon. He is 
eed, returned the sagacious Hunpden, an active man, 
an "to sit well to the mark," — for theotber matter, 
and his kinsman bad already taken council. 
The writs appeared, returnable in November, I6IO, 
. Cromwell offered himself at once for Caml»'idge. 
was encountered by a formidable opposition, headed 
John Cleaveland, the weil-koown poet, who was at 
i time a tutor of St. John's, and a man of consider- 
; influence, all of which he levelled in every possiUe 
I against Cromwell. The contest was obstitMdj 

He MiudinnthRBctrDr the unw purest 00 llw !Gtb af Us j, 16S^ 
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fierce^ and ended in Cromwell's return at last^ by 
the nugority of a single vote. That vote^ exclaimed 
Cleayeland — or at least his friends affirm he exclaimed 
this — '' that vote, that single vote^ hath rained both 
church and kingdom." 

Cromwell remembered the dissenrioe in after years, 
and paid it back with interest by means of his major, 
generals of the protectorate. Cleaveland was arrested by 
those worthies at Haynes, and sent to prison in Yarmouth. 
I cannot resist inserting here the reasons which were given 
by them for this step, from the state documents of the 
time. The first was, that he lived in utter obscurity in 
the house of a royalist, very few persons of the neigh<P 
bourhood knowing that there was such a man, resident 
amongst them ! the second was, that he possessed great 
abilities, and was aUe to do considerable disservice ! and 
a third reason for his imprisonment was, that he wore 
good clothes, though, as he confessed, he had no estate 
but 20/. per annum, allowed him by two gentlemen, and 
SQL by the person in whose house he resided, and whom 
he assisted|in his studies ! He would, it is said, have 
been released, had he possessed any property upon whidi 
the commissioners could have fixed an assessment. 

Yet Cleaveland had possibly the advantage after all, 
for his good spirits never forsook him, and there was 
light enough in his prison to enable him to write out 
that definition of a protector, which not uncharacteristic- 
ally illustrates, as we shall find, some passages in Crom- 
welFs history. 

•• What •« a Protector r He •» a stately thing. 
That apes it in the non.age of a Icing. 
He '8 a braes farthinfr, stamped with a crown, 
A tragic actor, Ctesar in a ciotimj 
A bladder blown -— with others* breath puft fUU>- 
Not the Perillut, but PerUlus' Bull I 
.£8ops proud Ass vail'd in the I/ion** skin. 
An outward Saint lined with a Devil within. 
An echo whence the royal sound doth corner 
But just as a barrel head, sounds like a drum. 
Fantastic image of the royal head, 
2%0 Breuier'if with the Kmg*s arms quartered. 
He is a counterfeited piece, that shows 
Charles his effigies with a copper no§e. 
In fine, he 's one we must Protector call. 
From whom the King <tf kings protect us alL* 
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In November, 1640, — ihat montb never to be named 
but -nith honour by the well-informed student of En- 
glish faisury, — thU "CKsar in a clown" once more en- 
tered the houae of comraoos. The norld-amaziiig 
Bcenea that followed up to the' time when Charles, on 
an inauapicioua day of wind and Gtoim, erected his 
■tandaid at Nottingham, and proclaimed the chief repre- 
sentatives of the English people to be a parcel of rebels 
and robbers, have been already placed before the reader 
in the Urea of Pym, of Hampden, and of Strafford. 
Such incidental poinu only remain to be noticed here, as 
may serve iu any way to illaitrate the character of Oli- 
ver Cromwell, before it blazed forth all over the land 
in the splendour of military achievement. 

The morning of the llth of November, l640, saw 

anxious crowds assembled in the neighbourhood of 

Westminster. A great business was a-foot. Crowds 

of members poured into ibe house from all quarters. 

Some, as Hyde remarked, were observed to have sad and 

melancholy faces ; and others, aa if flushed by a stem 

and " unnatural" joy, to be " marvellous elated" in 

step and aspect. Such waa, indeed, the natural di&r- 

ence between the men who aaw a crisis impending that 

would over-tax their strength, and the greater men who 

in the sure terrors of the future, that were to be born of 

the miseries of the past, only recognised and welcomed 

the stormy yet not impassable sea which roUed belweea 

slavery, and freedom. Other thoughts, deeper in hia 

heart of hearts, lurking there even unknown to himself, 

may have agitated Cromwell. His friends said, in after 

s, that even now he would startle them by sudden 

gratuitous graspings of his sword, and by fits of the 

i abrupt and immoderate laughter which were noted 

he eve of Worcester and Dunbar. 

'he members are now all within the house, and upon 

crowd outside an anxious silence has faUen, such as 

lapalee great events. Hour passes after hour, yet the 

of the commons is still locked, — and within may 

eard, by such as stand in the a^oining lobby, not 
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the confused and wrangling noise of a various debate, 
but the single continuous sound of one ominous voice, 
interrupted at intervals, not by a broken cheer, but by 
a tremendous shout of universal sympathy. Suddenly^ 
a stir is seen outside, the crowd grows light with un- 
covered heads, and the carriage of the great lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland dashes up to the house of lords. 

Ten minutes more have passed — the door of the 
commons house is abruptly thrown wide open -r- and 
forth issues Pym, followed by upwards of three hundred 
representatives of the English people ; in that day the 
first men of the world, in birth, in wealthy in talents. 
Their great leader crosses to the house of lords, and the 
bar is in an instant filled with that immortal crowd. 

What, meanwhile, was the suspense lately endured 
by the meaner masses outside, to the agitation which 
now heaved them to and fro, like the sullen waves of an 
advancing storm. But the interval is happily shorter. 
It is closed by the appearance of Maxwell, the usher of 
the house of lords, at whose side staggers Strafford him- 
self, a prisoner! The storm which had threatened, fell 
into a frightful stiUness. They make '^ through a world 
of staring people^" as old Baillie the covenanter wrote 
to his friends in Scotland, towards the carriage of the 
€arl, '' all gazing, no man capping to him before whom 
that morning the greatest of England would have stood 
discovered.'' Statesmanship had achieved its master- 
stroke. The power of the greatest and proudest minister 
that ever ruled a nation — of the only minister of genius 
that Charles I. possessed — lay grovelling in the dust 
beneath the feet of the meanest person in that assembled 
populace. 

An act worthy of the lofty praise of Milton. '* Thus," 
says that great writer, having noticed the high birth 
of this famous assembly, their singular attainments, 
and their astonishing public virtue in having for the 
most part passed the ordeal not only of courtly 
vengeance but of courtly temptation — "thus, in the 
midst of all disadvantages and disrepects, having 
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given proof of themselves to be better made and framed 
by nature to the love and practice of virtue^ than others^ 
under the holiest precepts and best examples^ have been 
headstrong and. prone to vice ; and havings in all the 
trials of a firm ingrafted honesty^ not oftener buckled 
in the conflict than given every opposition the foil ; 
this^ moreover^ was added^ by favour from heaven^ as 
an ornament and happiness to their virtue^ that it should 
be neither obscure in the opinion of men, nor eclipsed 
for want of matter equal to illustrate itself; God and 
man consenting^ in joint approbation^ to chuse them out, 
as worthiest above others^ to be both the great reformers 
of the church, and the restorers of the commonwealth. 
Nor did they deceive that expectation, which, with the 
eyes and desires of their country, was fixed upon them; 
for no sooner did the force of so much united excellence 
meet in one globe of brightness and efficacy^ but^ en- 
countering the dazzled resistance of tyranny, thet/ gave 
not over, though their enemies were strong and subtle, 
till they had laid her grovelling upon the fatal block : with 
one stroke winning again our lost liberties and charters, 
which our forefathers, after so many battles^ could 
scarce maintain." 

In that true master-stroke Oliver Cromwell bore his 
part with the foremost men of the time. He did not often 
speak in the house, but he was full of action. In at 
least twenty out of the forty committees that were ap- 
pointed within the first week to consider of various 
grievances, we find his name. And he could speak, too, 
as we have already seen, and, when he spoke^ it was 
something much to the purpose. 

" The first time I ever took notice of him,** writes the 
grave and trustworthy royalist, sir Philip Warwick, '^was 
in the beginning of the parliament held in November, 
l640, when I vainly thought myself a courtly young 
gentleman, ifbr we courtiers valued ourselves much upon 
our good cloathes. I came into the house one morning, 
well clad, and perceived a gentleman speaking, whom I 
knew not^ very ordinarily apparelled ; for it was a plain 
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cloth suit^ which seemed to have heen made by an ill 
country tailor : his linen was plain^ and not very clean ; 
and I remember a speck or two of blood upon his little 
bandy which was^ not much larger than his collar : hi^ 
hat was without a hatband. His stature was of a good 
size ; his sword stuck close to his side; his countenance 
swoln and reddish : his voice sharp and untuneable ; 
and his eloquence full of fervour — for the subject mat- 
ter would not bear much of reason, it being in behalf 
of a servant of Mr. Prynne's, who had disperst libels 
against the queen for her dancing, and such like inno- 
cent and courtly sports ; and he aggravated the impri- 
sonment of this man by the council-table unto that 
height, that one would have believed the very govern- 
ment itself had been in great danger by it. I sincerely 
profess it lessened much my reverence unto that great 
council, /or he was very much hearkened unto. And 
yet I lived to see this very gentleman, whom, out of no 
ill-will to him, I thus describe, by multiplied good 
successes, and by real, but usurpt power, {having had a 
better tailor, and more converse among good company) 
in my own eye, when for six weeks together I was a 
prisoner in his sergeant's hands^ and daily waited at 
Whitehall, appear of a great and majestick deportment 
and comely presence. Of him, therefore, I will say no 
more, but that verily I believe he was extraordinarily 
designed for those extraordinary things which one while 
most wickedly and facinorously he acted, and at another 
so successfully and greatly performed."* 

* Warwick's Memoln. Lord Clarendon, in his life, has described 
similar earnestness, rudeness, and passionate fervour on the part of 
Cromwell, in a private committee of the house. The account, however, 
is not so credible as Warwick's— :h ere are many errors in it which the 
reader will at once perceive — xiv\ it is deeply tinged with that vanity and 
gross egotism which characteriMd C larendon not less than his wonderAil 
talents : — ** Mr. Hyde," the passage runs, " was often heard to mention 
one private committee, in which he was put accidentally into the chair, 
upon an inclosure which had been made of great wastes, belonging to the 

Sueen's manors, without the consent of the tenants, the benefit whereof 
ad been given by the queen to a servant of near trust ; who forthwith 
sold the lands inclosed to the earl of Manchester, lord privy seal ; who, 
t(^ether with his son Mandevil, were now most concerned to maintain the 
inclosure ; against which, as well the inhabitants of other manors, who 
claimed common in those wastes, as the queen's tenants of the same, made 

F 2 
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It was not the tailor^ good sir Philip, who had 
wrought any portion of this change. A great man had 
achieved greatness^ and had fallen into its state with 
the ease of one who merely assumes his natural place 
in the human family. The genius which could achieve 
Cromwell's aims included in itself all the faculties^ 
tempers, and tastes, which they might require to 
establish or assert them.* At present^ indeed, all these 
were in tumult and confusion. His mind was as yet 
the chaos only, from which order and majesty were to 
spring. But there, even then visible to penetrating 
minds, their great elements lay heaped, massed, crowded 
together. 

As Hampden left the house on the day sir Philip 
Warwick witnessed what he has described so well, lord 



loud conoplaintS) as a great oppression^ carried upon them with a very high 
hand, and siipported by power. The committee sat in the queen's court; 
and Oliver Cromwell being one of them, appeared much concerned to 
countenance the petitioners, who were numerous, together with their wit- 
nesses ; the lord Mandevjl being lilcewise present as a party» and by the 
direction of the committee, sitting covered. Cromwell (who had never 
before been heard to speak in the house of commons) wdertd the wit- 
nesses and petitioners in the method of the proceeding ; and seconded, and 
enlarged upon what they said with great passion ; and the witnesses and per^ 
son»concerned, who were a very rude kind of people, interrupted the coun. 
cil, and witnesses on the other side, with great clamour when they said any 
thing that did not please them ; so that Mr.Iiyde (whose office it was to oUig* 
men of all sorts to keep order) was compelled to use some sharp reproof, 
and some threats, to veduce them to such a temper, that the business might 
t)e quietly heard. Cromwell in great fury reproached the chairman fat 
being partial, and that he discountenanced the witnesses by threatening 
them^ the other appealed to the committee, who justified him, and de- 
clared that be behaved as he ought to do ; which more inflamed him who 
was allready too much angry. When upon any mention of matter of fact, 
or the proceeding before, and at the inclosure, the lord Mandevil desired 
to be heard, and with great modesty related what had been done, or ex- 
plained what had been said, Mr. Cromwell did answer and reply upon him 
with so much indecency, and rudeness, and in language, so contrary, and 
ofln^nsive, that every man would have thought, that as their natures and 
their manners were as opposite as it is possible, so their interest could 
never have been the same. In the end his whole carriage was so tcmpes. 
tuous, and his behaviour so insolent, that the chairman found hiimetf 
obliged to reprehend him ; and to tell him if he proceeded in the same 
manner, he would presently adjourn the committee, and the next morning 
complain to the house of him, which he never forgave ; and took all oc- 
casions afterwards to pursue him with the utmost malice and revenge, to 
his death." 

* Even Garendon himself spoke thus of him in after years : — *' As he 
grew into place and authority, his parts seemed to be raised, as if he had 
eonc&tled nis facuUiet, iilt he had occasion to use them ; and when he was 
to act the part of a great man, he did it without any indecency, notwith- 
standing the want of cuftom.*^ 
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Digby^ who had himself in that parliament just en- 
tered public life, was seen to hurry after him, ^* Pray, 
Mr. Hampden,'' he asked, overtaking the patriot as he 
descended the stairs — '^ pray Mr. Hampden, who is 
that man — that sloven who spoke just now — for I 
see he is on our side, by his speaking so warmly?'^ 
Hampden answered, in ever memorable language — 
*' That sloven whom you see before you, hath no or- 
nament in his speech — that sloven, 1 say, if we should 
ever come to a breach with the king, which God forbid ! 
in such a case, I say, that sloven will be the greatest 
man in England." 

Yet the '* breach with the king " was approaching 
fast ! Stra£Pord had expiated on the scaffold his mighty 
guilt, and the wretched master who had deserted him 
was now on all sides himself deserted. 

Ominous questions then passed between men ; and 
strangers asked of each other what was likely next to 
happen. Sir Philip Warwick walking with sir Thomas 
Chicheley into the house met Cromwell unexpectedly, 
and, unable to resist an impulse which prompted him at 
the moment, went up to him and desired honestly to know 
what the real objects of his party were. *^ 1 can tell you, 
sirs," answered Cromwell abruptly as he passed on, — 
^^ I can tell you what I would not have, if I cannot what 
I would,'* The words no doubt in truth expressed at 
that particular time the condition of the speaker's 
mind — but this perhaps, I would add, less from the 
real uncertainty that then prevailed there, than from 
the control exerted over it by men of wisdom as great 
as his own, and of experience more enlarged in par- 
liaments, whose plans were of a different cast and had 
already taken shape and substance. 

Pym and Hampden, I firmly believe, had it in their 
design from the first to rest contented with a strong and 
decided limitation of the monarchical government — 
not with such a settlement as that of 1688, but with 
one wherein the popular substance should have had 
place no less than the popular form, and in securing 

F 3 
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which they would have taken care to recognise, by 
something better than a quibble^ those rights and privi- 
leges of the people that were the source of all to be 
attempted and the object of all to be achieved, at 
once the means and the end of every constitutional set. 
tlement. In the life of Pym, I have accordingly offered 
some reason for supposing that when Charles had en> 
tered the field of civil war^ and his hopeless insincerity 
left any ultimate arrangement with himself almost as 
hopeless^ these great leaders cast their thoughts towards 
Charles Louis, Uie young prince elector of the Pala- 
tinate — a wanderer from his kingdom by the tyran- 
nical encroachment of Austria — the elder brother of 
prince Rupert, and the next heir to the English crown 
in case the family of Charles I. were set aside. I after- 
wards found that the conclusion I then arrived at had 
been anticipated by one of bishop Warburton's ipost 
acute notes on Clarendon. 

Since the publication of that memoir, however, lord 
Nugent has entrusted me with the loan of some valu- 
able family papers, hitherto unpubHshed, with a cour- 
teous permission to make all necessary use of them. 
Among them are several letters from this young prince 
to his mother — the sister of Charles I., the beautiful 
and unhappy queen of Bohemia, '^ the eclipse and glory 
of her kind."* Some extracts may be valuable here, 
and will not be thought uninteresting, since they 
illustrate, in some striking points, the character and 
events of the time. 

The prince not only lived with his uncle at this time, 
but according to Clarendon, ei^oyed a pension from him 
of "twelve thousand pounds sterling yearly." This 
pension may have been nominally due, but it seems cer- 
tain from some of the letters which I shall quote that - 
it was not regularly paid. That Charles treated his 
nephew with extreme kindness is, however, indisputable; 
what Henrietta's conduct towards him may have been 

• JSir Henry Wotton. 
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admits perhaps of some doubt. From Whitehall "this 
^1 of May, 1641/' he thus writes in the course of one 
his letters to the queen of Bohemia. 

'* I did not writte to y' Ma*^ by the last post, not 
knowing whether the same might not be stopped as the 
former was, whereof I doubt but by this y' Ma'^ doth 
know the occasion, w^h w^ my L^ of Strafford's death 
hath put the queene in an ill humor* In this the king 
hath shewed himselfe a good master & a good Christian 
& att last a good king, for the day afore he should 
give the bowses of parlament an answer concerning the 
Bill of Attainder against the earll of Strafford, the 
bishops after a whole dayes debate, had much to doe to 
perswade him, that he might give way unto it w^h a safe 
conscience, because the judges did declare, upon the 
voting of the two houses of the fact, that it was treason, 
though the. king could not be satisfied of it in his con- 
science, & that w^hall the people stood upon it w% such 
violence, that he would have put himselfe & his, in a 
great danger by denying execution; Therefore att last 
the king protested att the councell table that if his per- 
sone were onely in danger he would gladly venture it 
to save L. Strafford's life, but seeng his wife, children 
& all his kingdome were concerned in it, he was forced 
to give way unto it ; w^h he did not expresse without 
teares. This bearer will tell y' Ma*'' the circumstance 
of my L. of Strafford's execution, for he sayth he was 
close by. What passed since in parliament, y"" Ma*'' 
will understand from others; that of greatest note is, 
that w'h the Bill of my L. of Strafford, the king passed 
another that the parlament should not be adjourned nor 
broken, w'hout the consent of the two bowses. Con- 
cerning the king's manifest, my frends advise me to stay 
as yet some few dayes w% it untill the Scotts treaty come 
to an end, butt they assure me w%aU that it shall not 
want applause in the howses. The king intends to make 
a posting journey for Scottland as he doth declare openly, 

* This teems to dispose altogetker of bishop Burnet's assertion of the 
queen's indifference to that act. 
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but whether it will hold, God knoweth, since resolutions 
are apt to be changed att this court,'* 

The prince's definition of a good master, a good 
Christian^ and a good king, is scarcely satisfactory. The 
letter oflfers some proof, however, of an implied inter- 
course held even thus early with the popular leaders. 
The next letter I shall quote (dated '< this 28 of July, 
1641'') still further confirms this, and presents some 
characteristic points hesides. Its opening sketch of the 
widowed lady -Strafford is extremely touching. 

" I have done y"^ Ma'" commaunds to my lady Straf- 
ford, who did expresse a great deal of humhle devotion 
to y' service, & to he very sensible of the favor you 
did her ; She hath promised me to send Mrs, Kircks 
picture inameled to y Ma . If I gett it soone enough 
I wil send it by this bearer. She also desired me to 
make hir humble excuse to you, that she doth not write 
to y Mc^ because this great affliction hath made a 
shaking in her limbs, soe that she is not able to rule a 
penn. By my former y' Ma'y hath understood, how the 
queens journey was broken, & by Cave the change of 
the L<^ Chamberlaine. It was a thing my U of Essex 
did not att all sue for, S^ would not have accepted it, 
but that he saw the king was resolved the other should, not 
keepe it, & that if he had refused that also, after soe 
many other things w^h were put upon him, the world 
might have thought, that the high hand he carried in 
parlament, was not soe much for to maintains the liberties 
of the subjects, as out of a spleens to the court. He 
[L<* Essex] hath done what y^ Ma'y desired in y" of the 
-|^ of July in the house of peeres, S^ by Mp, Hambden 
in the howse of commons, & is alwayes very forward 
in any thing that concernes y"" Ma'y & y". There 
hath offered itselfe an oportunity w^h doth discover how 
much y' Ma*y is bound to M' Treasurer Vane, w«h you 
may see if you compare the printed order of the howse 
of commons concerning the manifest, w*h the written 
coppie w^h was sent you, for in that is left out the 
QuEENE of Bohemia by his expresse order to Weckerlin, 
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though it was inserted in this when it was read pub- 
likely by the speaker afore the king ; Madame^ I could 
not indure this insolent ungratefull & base trick of his^ 
but have complained of it to some of the howse of comons 
4r *»y i** of Essex, w'hout naming Vane, but onely 
desiring them to question the printer, & then it will 
be seene from whence it came; it was Vane also that 
pressed me most about the ceremonies w^h the prince of 
Orange, & I doubt not but he did as much w% the 
king. I shall know to day or to morrow what will be- 
come of it. Jiist now my L^ of Essex told me that he 
tnooved U in the howse of the peeres, & that the printer 
is to come to morrow to the barre to answer for it. 
S' Henry Vane puts it from himselfe upon the king, 
when I spoke to the king in it Sc argued it w^h him, 
as that it did not att all ingage him, that it was only an 
honnour w^h the S howses intended to y' Ma^y he said 
nothing else, but that since it was printed it could not 
be altered. S^ Tom Beringhton was going to speake of 
it in the howse & S^ Raph Hopton but some other 
businesse that came betweene hinderd it, & after- 
wards they were spoken to by Vane & L<* Say not to 
medle in it, but what they have done since, I doe not 
know." 

There cannot be a doubt from the tone and style of 
these extracts that the writer was playing a double game 
at this moment between the court and the people's party. 
It is observable as much in his hatred to old Vane and 
the queen's set of courtiers, as in his more distinct as- 
sertions. Another letter is written from '^ Newmarket, 
this 10th of March, 1642," while staying there with the 
king ; after the attempted arrest of the ^\e members 
(when the prince elector, it will be recollected, accom- 
panied his uncle to the house) had led to the ill* fated 
flight from London. This letter paints a miserable 
picture, and is here printed entire. 

" Madame, — - 1 have done what y' Ma*y did therein 
comaund me towards the king, who tooke it very weU, 
& sayd, L doubt not but my wife S^ my sister will be 



good fremh. As for my brother Ruperts imploy- 
in the Irish warres, the king is enough inclined to 
:t I beleeve the pariament will imploy none there bat 
that they may be tare of. I shall gpeake v/k mme 
em about it, either for him or br. Maurice. This 
thinke might w'h honnour have b r^ment under 
, hut to be under any other odd or eencelesse offico-, 
ne are proposed, 1 rfiall not advise it. . , , The L''' 
)roke, Holland, Dunsmow, Seymor, & 8 of the 
e of comons, hare presented the king yesterday 
It new declerotion from both bowses, to shew the 
i of theyr feares & jealousies & againe to presse 
ing to put the militia into their hands, & to come 
r unio them, for to give the lesae cause of feiie. 
It it nould make a clearer understanding bettveeoe 
& his people, &.if bis Ma'T did refuse this tbey 
1 be forced to pubhsh the said declaration & take 
lilitia into their hands of themselves. This is the 
of it, for the thing it selfe bath not beene suf- 
to be printed^ nor any coppies to be taken as yet; 
ow I doubt not, but it will be published, because I 
the king's answeare this morning, concerning the 
a, was a plaine deniall, and concerning his coming 
r to London, that he would doe it nhen the par- 
it would give him cause for it, but would not farther 
inebimseUeuponthislast. 1 doubt not but the we^ 
tall remouve from hence, buftrAifAer, God knoaee! 
say to Yorke, others to Norwich (w^h I cannot 
'e), others into Scotland ; in the meane time / have 
lonie, Sf if I had no( paicned my diamond garter 
the plate maa pawned already) for a hundred pound 
Id not have got money for tohategone thit Journey, 
le commissioners of the treasury could give me 
; but they ^ aome of the houte of comone have 
»l me to mouve the houee for some present supply 
le. Thus buainesse goe heere, & I rest y' Ma''' 
humble & obedient sonue and servant, 

' Charles L-" 
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Here indeed was a change^ sudden as it was miserable, 
yet pursuing in the order of a natural effect^ a miserable 
cause foregone. For the first twelve years of the reign 
of Charles^ the people had never dared to call their pro- 
perty their own — scarcely a new morning ever rose on 
an English family that was not dreaded as the usher of 
some new oppression — new faces were never seen in 
town or village that did not inspire the terror of some 
new exaction, in support of the ever craving and ever 
impoverished exchequer. These frightful scenes have 
already been minutely detailed by the writer of these 
pages. And what is the unfailing answer urged by the 
apologists of the court ? — that its wants were for the 
state^ and that all its personal expenses were singularly 
moderate and economical. This poor answer has been 
as often refuted, yet scarcely a new record of the time 
is opened by the historical inquirer which does not make 
the refutation even more complete. A most striking in- 
stance of this has very recently appeared. Several inter- 
esting extracts from the '^ Pell Records " have been made 
public by a gentleman in the service of the government, 
Mr. Devon, in the shape of *' issues of the exchequer " 
in various reigns. Nothing could more vividly illustrate 
the spirit of the several courts, — the superstition of one 
— the public spirit and usefulness of another — the 
brilliant and lavish gaiety of a third. The publication 
was unfortunately discontinued on the )eve of our 
admission to the exchequer of Charles I. and II. — 
but a sufficient quantity of the materials collected in 
these reigns has nevertheless been given to the public in 
another form, — and what do we discover in those of 
Charles I. ? Profusion of the most reckless sort 
squandered on mere personal vanities. While the people 
were starving — while the terrors of the Spanish inqui- 
sition were more than realised by the general forced 
LOAN inquisitors — let the reader observe the entries, 
during a short eighteen months of the time, made for 
the purchase of jewellery alone, and wonder, if he can, 
at the retribution which followed. 



le S5th of March, l6S6, there is an order to 
hn Eyre iflOOl., ' the price of a diamond of 
: of twelve carrates,' given by his late majesty 
inch ambassador. On the J7lh.of April, to 
a, his majesty's goldsmith, 1101., la part of 
. id., [on the 26th July, 1628, this debt 
sed, OF another been incurred, to the amount 

l6t. OJd.] for gold and silver plate bought 
jesty's use, and for chains of gold, medals, aad 
gs, given to ambassadors. On jgthofMsy, 
le duke of Buckingham, ' for a chain of gold 
pyhis majesty's direction, and sent by his ma. 
present to a Dutch captain.' On the 2,5th of 
' the lady Theodocia Dudley, wife to Edward 
;y, 5001., in part of 1,700/., due unto her for 
nond, sold and delivered for his mi^esty's use.' 
. of June, to dame Elizabeih Moreton, widow 
ert Moreton, ' the sum of 800/., in part of 

full satisfaction of and for a fair diamond ring, 
' hia majesty of her, and bestowed upon the 
r lately employed from the ting of Sweden ; 

■ sum of ^OC, in full satisfaction of and fur 
el, set with many diamonds, bought of hei, and 
upon the ambassador lately employed from the 

Brandenburg.' On the SOth of September, 
aurice Abbott, 3,000i:, in part of 4,OO0A, is 
ent and satisfaction of the sum of 8,000Jo i"^ 
r a diaracmd cut in fassets, end set in a collett,' 
jesty's use ; the remaining 4,000A ' to be paid 

■ money of the second payment of the portion 
ijeaty's dearest consort.' On the Sglh of De- 
J Henry Garway, esq., 2,000/., for ' one large, 
[e diamond, set in a collett of gold, which be 
delivered 'to his m^esty,' On the l6th of 
to the earl of Pembroke, late lord chamberlain, 

full of 8,400/., ' for sundry jewels, disposed 

1 for his m^eaty's service, according to such 
as he hath received from his miyesty.' On 



OLIVBB CROMWELL. 77 

the 12th of June, 1627, to Robert Hooke, goldsmith, 
900/., ' for a garter and two Georges, which his majesty 
hath sent to the prince of Orange." On the 28th of 
August, to Charles Herbert, 1,000/., 'for a fair George, 
set full of diamonds, lately sold unto his majesty.' On 
the Sd of September, to sir Maurice Abbott, 4,000/., in 
further payment of the 8,000/., due for the diamond cut 
in fassets, and set in a collett, before mentioned ; and 
on the 4th of September, 2,000/., in full payment. On 
the 6th of October, to Philip Jacobson, 300/., * a for 
diamond hatband, bought of him by his majesty ;' and 
a further sum of 100/., in full of 2,100/., for a jewel, 
bought of him by his majesty, the same being a picture 
case of gold, set with seven great, and fourteen small 
diamonds, cut in fassets ;' and on the same day, to Ed- 
ward Sewster, goldsmith, 1,500/., being 'the price of 
a ring, with a fair table diamond,' ' which his majesty 
did bestow upon his majesty's dear consort queen Mary's 
bisshop;' and to Philip Jacobson, jeweller, 3,480/., 
' due unto him for jewels, by him delivered for his said 
late majesty's service, and for a George, set with dia. 
monds, and for a diamond, set in a ring of gold, like- 
wise delivered for his said late majesty's service, and for 
one great jewel bought of him by his majesty.* And on 
the 27th of October, to the earl of Pembroke, '400/., 
in part of 2,000/., residue of the sum of 10,000/., in 
full satisfaction of a ring, bought by his majesty of the 
earl of Holland, and of other jewels, bought of Philip 
Jacobson, jeweller, and a jewel, bought of William 
Rogers, goldsmith, amounting in the whole to the sum 
of 10,400/.' The following entry, though of a later 
date, has reference to jewels bought during this period 
— ' By order 1 July l628, to Henry Ellowes, 1,300/. 
for a bracelet which his majesty bought of him, and 
bestowed upon his dearest consort the queen, for a new 
year's gift, at Xmas, I626.' " * 
The imagination of the poet was not a fiction ! 

* The Athenaeum, No. 573. 



^otHa ftnd 40ni of noUu, patcotecB, 

HoDDiiollalii jind itewtrdi of thia poor rann, 

i)'! wbove l«kn iheep iLt th« prophetic browi. 

?nv it Hie pomp ihat ttrios the hoMeteu orphan. . 

HmiiUU srAg MM brtati lie leeoUne htaii. 

ntm an Ul« lilita gknioiu u Solamou. 

IVtaD toll not, ndUier do Ibi^ ipin, — unleu 

Sm fi tts wQtiU uAic* la Urnt uiAd earn 
Tlieitiaafiuaget^tiwedrtli.Karte Uatei 
ntc ttSe Ikat mtU tapBort Men. IIU lliey erimi 
iact to ill cold, liarJtatam. Here it hea]tli 

tad England's sin by England"! pwiitlunent-" 

unishment followed hard indeed. Our next ex- 
ra these letters exhibits the writer's rojal uncle 
r a beggar but a prisoner. I print the letters, 
leir order in time, because it is of importance, ia 
} the connection I believe to have been once 
d bj the popular leaders with this young prince, 
lete the view which ia presented of him in diese 

and very intereBting documents. 
Urst let the reader observe this passage from 
>n. It refers to the latter part of the year 1643. 
rrival of the prince elector at London," says the 
itorian, " was now no less the discourte of all 
than the death of Mr. Pym. He had been in 

before the troubles, and received and cherished 
ing with great demonstration of grace and Vind- 
1 supplied with a pennon of twelve thousand 
iterhng yearly. When the king left London, he 

his majesty to York, and resided there with him 
lifferences grew so high, that his majesty found 
ary to resolve to raise an aimy for his defence. 
I the ntdden, without giving the king many days' 
'his resolution, ihat prince eleetor k/ltheoourt; 
ng the opportunity of an ordinary vessel em- 
imself for Holland, ta the wonder of all men ; 
light it an unseasonable declaration of his fear 
if the paihament, and hU desire of being aell 

by them, when it was evident they esteemed not 

as they should. And this was the more spoken 
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of^ when it was afterwards known that the parliament 
expressed a good sense of his having deserted the king, , 
and imputed it to his conscience^ ' that he knew of some 
such designs of his majesty^ as he could not comply with,* 
At this time^ after many loud discourses of his coming 
(which were derived to Oxford^ as somewhat that might 
have an influence upon his majesty's counsels, there being 
then several whispers of some high proceedings they in- 
tended against the king) he arrived at London, and was 
received with ceremony ; lodged in Whitehall, and order 
taken for the payment of that pension which had heen 
formerly assigned to him hy his majesty ; and a parti- 
cular direction given hy hoth houses, ^ diat he should he 
admitted to sit in the assembly of divines ; * where, after 
he had taken the covenants, he was contented to be often 
present : of all which the king took no other notice, 
than sometimes to express, that he was sorry on his ne- 
phew's behalf, that he thought fit to declare such acorn- 
phance. 

Whatever the prince's hopes were, however, all events 
now took an inauspicious turn respecting them. Pym 
and Hampden — the leaders of what might be called the 
constitutional party of the parliament, and the con- 
trollers of the parhament. itself so long as they lived— 
were now no more, lord Essex was powerless, and their 
successors in influence were declared republicans. Not 
that the hopes of the young prince ever perished alto- 
gether till the section of presbyterians who still con- 
tinued to encourage them had also undergone most 
merited political death — they were still, it will be seen, 
retained; and from the style and character of the extracts 
which I now give in support of this, another and a not 
ungrateful fact appears, — that th^ English people lost 
little by losing any closer connection with this prince 
elector. His feelings seem to have been really mean 
and sordid as his wants. He here details an interview, 
interesting yet very painful in its character, with his 
now imprisoned and deserted uncle. The letter is dated 
from Whitehall, the 12th of November, 1647. 
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^' Mai}Amb, — I waitted all the last weeke on the king 
my uncle att Hamptoncourt, whither I intend to retam 
on Munday next, since there is very few w% him^ & 
there is a rumour of his remouvall^ though I cannot give 
much credit to it^ untill the army receive some satisfac- 
tion for their pay, w'hout w^h they will hardly goe farre 
from the citty or parl^ His Ma^^ upon occasion doth 
still hlame the way I have bin in all this while^ & I doe 
deffend it as the only shelter I have^ when my publique 
businesse & my person have received soe many 
neglects (I will not say worse) att court, & by those 
that had relation to him, & noe lesse by himselfe since 
the qaeene hath had any hand in businesse ; but I 
entred upon noerparticulars, but wished that, whatsoever 
opinion he had of me, he might in a happy aggreement 
w% his pari', be reestablished, wherein I could not but 
also comprehend the safety of my frends & leave what 
concernes myselfe to the venture. Madame, I would 
not have renewed that sore of his ill usage of me since 
the queene hath had power w% him, but that he urged 
me to it, in saying / should rather have lived upon 
bread and water, then have complyd v^h the parP ufh 
he ^ I did to have only one chicJcin more in my dish 
(yr^h. was his phrase, & I doe guess^ who made use of 
it in another occasion afore this warre begunne) and 
that he would have thought it a desseign more worthy his 
neveu, if I had gonne ahoui to have taken his crowne 
from his head; w^h, & such like expressions would 
have mooved a sainct, neither doe I know of any but 
our Saviour that would have ruined bimselfe for those 
that hate one. The king used me else civily & w'h 
enough kindnesse (att least in appearance), neither 
seemed he displeased att the freedome I used in replying 
to him, w<^h I did w% all the respect I could conceive, 
if it were otherwayes I should hope to heare of it by y^ 
Ma'^. As I am writing of this, I am told, that divers 
coming from Hampton Court this morning say that the 
king is gone from thence this night, & that six horses 
were heard in the night gallopping over Kingstone 
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Bridge^ w«h is supposed to have beene his Ma^% & 
that it was not against his will, since there was noe 
bussell att all heard in the nighty & it is likely his 
Ma*^ went away afore the guards were sett^ w^h used to 
be about 9 of the clock att nighty yesterday having 
been his writing day^ in w<^h he little came abroad, Sc 
soone retired after supper. Afore I close this I shall 
acquaint y' Ma^ w^h what I doe farther heare con- 
cerning his Mat^ . . I heare since that S>^ John Cooke^ 
one of thd com^'^ w% the king, hath made relation to 
the howBe of peeres of his Ma^' departure yesternight 
about seven of the clock through the garden alone^ 
having left two letters upon the table in his bed 
chamber, one to the comissioners & another to Coll. 
Whaley that guarded him^ giving them thankes for 
their civilities towards him, desiring the com" to present 
such papers as he had left there to the parl^ (the con- 
tents whereof I do not yet know), Sc desires Coll. 
Whaley to give his saddle horses to the D. of Yorke. 
This is all what for the present I can acquaint y^ Ma*^ 
concerning this businesse, not doubting but you will 
heare more particulars from others, since 1 have not 
beene abroad to day, in w^h 8t for ever I rest y' Ma*^* 
most humble & obedient sonn & servant, Charles." 

In a subsequent letter to his mother*, dated from the 
same place six months later, he refers in the same tone 
of indifferent concern to the ^* cloud the king lies under" 
—observes that it is "more unusuailfor kings S^ queenes 
ever to con/esse themselves to be in the wrong, then for 
such smaler potentates as myselfe/* protests that he is 
" not to answer for all the proceedings of a distempered 
state," and adds : — " as for my credit w% the parlia- 

* His royal cousins are- in othet letters a frequent subject of remark 
between tlie prince and bis mother. In one, dat^ from Somerset-house, 
the 20th of Oct 1648, is the following:—" I beleeve your Maty would 
nott be of my L^ Stafford's opinion if you saw the duke of Gloster, for my 
brother Edward had ever a round face from his youth, & the duke of 
Glocester hath a long one allready, Jk his eyes though browne yet in my 
opinion are of another shape then my sd brothers, but indeed he hath hie 
fatt cheekes as most children of that age have." 
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nt, I beleeve y' Wtf nor any bodie ebe ever heari 
bragg of it, though I thinke myselfe (w loeW uted by 
m 0-! their present condition ^ the stale of affaire* 
hpermitt; neither doe I know (considering wtball 
N much those that are nearest to roe are again^ 
m) all this Ume where I should be better, for I 
uld rather be beholding to those who never have dis- 
iged me, (co whom I have some relation) for my 
intenance, then to France, or any others that have 

Finally, in a letter written within a month of his 
:le'a execution, and when that terrible course of 
icy was well known to have been decided on, this 
nee writes to his mother— the sister of Charles I. — in 
s cold unfeeling strain : — " You did not faile in your 
tgement of the treaty w'h the king, though I be- 
ve y' Ma" nor noe body else could have imagined the 
lie thereof altogether see ill, as there is sufficient 
ise to feare it will prouve. Many that were wdl 
diers to it, did ever apprehend, that the kings too 
g husbanding his concessions, and losse of oportunily, 
uld produce those ^ects that are foUowed, & God 
owes where they will end, for woli those that have 
i or have still the manadging of those great afikire* 
: to answer ; others that are but remotely concerned in 
; effects thereof, cannot be blamed if they doe not 
'ermeddle; neither is it in their power to mend any 
ng ; For it hath been seen in all governments, that 
ength toill still prevaile be it right or wrong." 
And so our candid ate.kiag w^ted quietly by till the 
mention of his nncle, and then he found that odier 
iects were entertained by its promoters which could 
rly dispense at last with bis presence altogether. 
rtainly Cromwell had better daims than Charlet 

That extraordinary man — to resume the history of 
; fortunes — has spoken little in tlie house of Jate, but 
ce the death of Strafford he has even increased in 
vid activity. The remonstrance is now on foot in the 
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Kouse of commons^ and he is one of its most ardent 
promoters ; for with every act of policy that had in view 
the separation of the moderate from the decided party^ 
his excitement and zeal increased. And^ even thus 
early in his puhlic career, we can observe that affect. 
ation of indifference to objects on which he had Set his 
soul^ which he converted in after life into one great 
means of achieving them. 

Thus^ Clarendon^ speaking of the remonstrance^ tells 
UB — " They [the leading men in the house of commons] 
promised themselves they should easily carry it : so that 
the day it was to be resumed^ they entertained the house 
all the morning with other debates^ and towards noon 
called for the remonstrance ; and it being urged by some^ 
that it was too late to enter upon it^ with much difficulty 
they consented^ that it should be entered upon next 
morning at nine of the dock ; and every clause should 
be debated ; for they would not have the house resolved 
into a committee^ which they believed would spend too 
much time. Oliver Cromwell asked the lord Falkland^ 
why he would have it put off^ for that day would 
^idckly have determined it? He answered^ there 
would not have been time enough^ for sure it would 
take some debate. The other replied^ A very sorry one* 
They supposing^ by the computation they had made^ 
that very few would oppose it. But he quickly found 
be was mistaken." 

. It is not possible to suppose that Cromwell could 
have believed this^ even if he said it^ since none knew 
better than Pym^ Hampden, and himself> that one of 
the great objects of the remonstrance was to act as a 
touchstone of parties both in the house of commons and 
' throughout the nation. Clarendon's addition to the 
story^ also^ is utterly incredible, unless it is to be taken 
as another evidence of Cromwell's wily deceit^ which it 
is difficult to take in that lights seeing so little motive 
for it. For the debate having been renewed the fol- 
lowing day^ and having ended in the stormy scene so 
vividly described by sir Philip Warwick — " (at three of 
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lock in the momiRg, vhen [by a majoritj- of eleTenJ 
voted it, I thought we had all lat in die valley of 
■haduw of death ; for we, lite Joab'a and Abnex's 
ig men, had catched at each otheia loekn, and 
[hed our Bwordi in each others bowels, had not die 
lAtf and great calmneM of Mr. Hampden, by a 
t apeech, prerented it, and led qb to defer onr angry 
te until the next morning)" — the noUe hiatorian 
ua, "that aa die membera at that late honr were 
ying out of ihe hotue, the lord Falkland a^ed 
er Cromwell wheAer diere had been a debate ? To 
fa he answeied, he would' take his word, uiotber 
; and whispered him in the ear, with some ane- 
tiOD, that if ibe remonatrance had been rejected, Ac 
d have mid alt he had the neirt momiTtg, and never 
seen Sngland more ; and he knew there were many 
r honest men of the aame reaolntion. So near," 
Clarendon, " waa the poor kingdom at that time 
9 dellTeranee." The Btory, if taken ae a piece of 
!rity on the part of Cromwell, is not to be bdie*ed 
in instant. That, as I have before remarked, ma 
lia temper. It waa not hia temper to despair of 
achievement on which he had fixed his detemriD- 
i and his hopes, so long ai life, and his good 
Lg arm, remained to him. 

ivil war became inevitaUe, and it ia characteristie 
Irorawell that he was the first man absolutely in 
ield. Acting under no r^ular commission, he per- 
>ed aome pieces of daring and important service in 
lative districts. When the later declaration by the 
" respecting the question of the militia had left 
oubt of the speedy unfurling of the royal standard, 
iiddenly left London for the old vicinity of Hunt- 
on, whither a supply of arms, sent at bis own pri- 
charge, had preceded him, and where a large body 
auntless men awtuted him, inspired to the coming 
:ict by no mercenary or mean motives, but by the 
i old leaaons tiiey had learned nnder the farmer of 

• WTen in tlw UI^ Dt FpD. 
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Ely and St. Ives. His striking determiiiation, too^ at 
this period to venture every thing on the xesult of the 
isontest, is further shown by his having recklessly de- 
voted large sums out of his dwindled private patrimony 
to the promotion of public designs. He had given SOCd. 
.to the fund raised by parliament for assistance to crush 
the Irish rebellion — he had purchased the weapons I 
have elsewhere named* — and when^ some few months 
later^ a difficulty arose respecting some hired waggons 
provided to put lord Manchester's army in motion 
against the king, he at once got rid of Uie difficulty by 
paying out of his own purse 100/. for the hire. 

Having arrived and picked out his men-— a solid 
foundation for his famous regiment of Ironsides— he B.p* 
pears at once to have bent his chief exertions to the 
oi^anisatlon of some system among the chief popular men 
of the district, whereby they might have the inhabitants 
immediately trained to military service^ the eastern 
counties associated for mutual defence^ and the move- 
ments of Ihe royalists watched with unsparing vigilance. 
In the Commons' Journals of a very litde later date^ an 
order is observed^ that ^^ Mr. Cromwell do move the 
lord lieutenant for the county of Cambridge, to grant 
his deputation to some of the inhabitants of the town of 
Cambridge, to train and exercise the inhabitants of that 
town." 

And a more obvious piece of daring service — more 
important it could not be — while the royal standard still 
remained unfurled, commemorated Cromwell's resolved 
zeal. Taking along wilh him his brother-in-law Valen- 
tine Wauton (member for the county of Huntingdon), 
he succeeded in stopping the plate of the university of 

* The following are extracts ft-om the Journals of the bouse :— *' Whereas 
Hr. Cromwell hath sent down arms into the county of Cambridge, for the 
defence of that county; it is this day ordered that sir Dudley North shall 
forthwith pay to Mr. Cromwell lOO/., which he hath received f^om Mr. 
Crane, late high sheriff of the county of Cambridge; which said IQOL the 
said Mr. Crane had remaining in his hands for coat and conduct money.'* 
'* Ordered that Mr. CromweU do move the lord lieutenant for the county 
of Cambridge, to grant his deputation to some of the inhabitants of the 
town of Cambridge to tridn and exercise the inhabitants of tiiat town. '— 
16«.» 
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mbridge, a spoil of ineatimable valae, wliich was then 
the point of being sent to the king, to be melted 
wn for the purposes of the war.* We find, from the 
urnals, that, on the 13th of August, 16*2, sir Philip 
ipelton gave an account in the lower house, from the 
nmittee for the defence of the Icingdom, thttt " Mr. 
omwell, in Cambridgeshire, had seized the magazine 
the castle of Cambridge; and had hindered the 
Tying of lie plate from that uniyeraity." And on 
: 18th of August, we find from the same authorities, 
«nimittee was appointed to prepare an order foe the 
indemnity of Mr. Cromwell and Mr. Walton, and 
)Be that have or shall assist them in the stopping of 
! plale that was going from Cambridge to York." t 
Nor, in these first decisive movements, did Cromw^ 
'get his uncle air Oliver's powers of mischief and apti- 
le to use them. He marched over to Ramsey, found 
I uncle at home, and having treated him personally 
th every demonstration of studied kindness and re- 
;ct, resolvedly took from him all his ineanB of at that 
itant assisting the king. The scene must have been 
ange on both udes, but it illustrates in Cromwell with 
igutar force one of the most remarkable qualities of his 
aracter. The reader will require nothing more to as- 
t his imagination in the matter, after he has read the 

Virioui KCdunU huTelwcn glTenoT thli tnnnctioo, whkh, Ihonib 
luledin lavau ■■;•, U crareclli lUUdinUie tat_buc perbipi llw 
u comkal (tnlon li ifaat vhich IblhnH, Avm ■ tract nlltled "Quntla 
uUntalndt," In wblch cerulDl|r, *biLe tb* wrilR ditinta tbs (niun 

uiinr. — "BfiinerCnimwetl,burgtHlOr tbc iowd or Cuiibfii^, ud 
D iwwii turned a nuui oT wur, wu tent doini, h bimulf eodieued, Iqr lili 
iten dnie, b1 the Invitation of tail nuaters bctow, lo gather what 
iiath becou1d.>ndatopB}|paaBagBt]]it no plate iDij[bt be lent; biitbU 

«ion In our Hereral chapelt, taking awa^ priumert tevrral doctort t^ 
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delightfully characteristic version of the anecdote given hy 
sir Philip Warwick. *' While I was about Huntingdon," 
he says^ '^ visiting old sir Oliver Cromwell, his uncle 
and godfather, at his house at Ramsey, he told me this 
story of his successful nephew and godson; that he 
▼isited him with a good strong party of horse, and that 
he had asked him his blessing, and that the few hours he 
was there, he would not keep on his hat in his presence; but 
at the some time, he not only disarmed, hut plundered 
him : for he took away all his plate." 

At last the king took the field, and the regular levies 
commenced on both sides, as they have been described 
in the memoirs of Pym and Hampden. It only 
remains here to notice, in particular detail, the practical 
result of all those great thoughts which I have hereto- 
fore shown in the course of partial realisation at the 
Tarious stages of Cromweirs history — in the final or- 
ganisation of that immortal troop of horse which became 
the after wonder and admiration of the world. Had his 
history closed with the raising and disciplining of these 
men^ it would have left a sufficient warrant of his great* 
ness to posterity. 

Having accepted the commission under Essex of a 
colonel of a cavalry troop, he proceeded to enroll a body 
of a thousand men. And on this point let us first quote 
the celebrated Baxter's words. ^< I think," says that 
generally well-intentioned person, *' that having been a 
prodigal in his youth, and afterwards changed to a 
zealous religiousness, he meant honestly in the main, 
and was pious and conscionable in the main course of 
his life, tiU prosperity and success corrupted him. That 
at his first entrance into the wars^ being but a captain 
of horse, he had a special care to get religious men into 
his troop : These men were of greater understanding 
than comrnon soldiers, and therefore were more appre- 
hensive of the importance and consequence of the wars, 
and making not money, but that which they took for the 
public felicity, to be their end, they were the more en- 
gaged to be valiant ; for he that maketh money his end^ 
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doth esteem his life above his pay^ asd Ui^refore is like 
enough to save it by flight when danger comes, if pos- 
sibly he can : But he that maketh the fidicity of cliardi 
and state his end, esteemeth it above his life, and there- 
fore will the sooner lay down his life for it. And men 
of parts and imderstanding know bow to manage their 
business, and know that flying is the surest way t« 
death, and that standing to it is the Ukeliesl wny to 
escape ; there being many usually that fall in flight for 
one that falleth in valiant fight. These things it 's 
probable Cromwell understood; and that none would 
be such engaged valiant men as the religious : But yet 
I conjecture, that at his first dioosing such men into his 
troop, it was the very esteem and love of religious men 
that principally moved him, and the avoiding of those 
disorders, mutinies, plunderings, and grievances, of the 
country, which debosht men in armies] are commonly 
guilty of: By this means, he indeed sped better thaa 
he expected. Aires, Desborough, Berry, Evanson^ and 
the rest of that troop did prove so valiant, that, as far 
as I could learn, they never once ran away before an 
enemy» Hereupon he got a commission to take sora^ 
care of the associated counties, where he brought this 
troop into a double regiment of fourteen full troops; 
and all these as full of religious men as be could get: 
These having more than ordinary wit and resolutiMi, 
had more than ordinary su<:cess." In this passage the 
writer touches on a question of some interest in alluding 
to the first motives that are likely to have prompted 
Cromwell in the selection of such men as these. Th»? 
cannot be a doubt, I think, as it has been the purpose 
of these pages hitherto to illustrate, that the religious 
tendencies were seized by his genius first as a means 
rather than an end — yet it might have been in his 
thoughts as strongly that the end to be Achieved was 
that of the best interests of religion no less. 

Nor will the reader who has accompanied me thus 
far suppose that this republican captain held religjum 
to be the sole necessary accomplishment of a soldier. 
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While he held^ indeed^ that bravery unaccompaBied by 
lofty motives was a mere bratish faGiilty> he held as 
strongly that the noUest and least mercenary motives 
required yet the most faithful discipline. His regiment 
is thus described by Whitelocke. " He had a brave 
regiment of horae of his countrymen, most of them 
freeholder and freeholders sons^ and who upon mattar 
of conscience engaged in this quamel^ and under Crom^- 
well. And thus, being well armed withmg by the eatiS' 
faction of their own coneciences, and vnthout by good 
iron urme, they would as one man charge firmly and 
fight deaperate^.*' A political enemy to Cromwell 
-vn-ites still more strongly of the excellence oi his mili- 
tary discipline. ** His men/' says this writer^ ^' who in 
the beginning w^e unskilful both in handling their arms 
and managing their horses, by diligenoe and industry 
became excellent soldiers: for Cromwell used them 
daily to look after^ feed and dress their horses ; and, 
when it was needful^ to Ue together with them^ on the 
grounds and besides^ taught them to clean and keep 
their arme bright, and have them ready for service ; to 
chuse the best armour^ and to arm themselipes to the 
best advantage. Trained up in this kind of military 
exercise^ they excelled all their fellow-soldiers in feats 
of war^ and obtained more victories over thdr enemies/'^ 
But the most stiiking and characteristic evidence on 
these minor points of discipline remains to be quoted 
fjrom a still more inveterate enemy. '^ Cromwell^'* says 
Heath f, '^well knowing the nature of the quarrel (which 
was pretended for religion), resolved and advised^ that 
there were no men so likely to oppose the conquering 
gallantry of those gentlemen on the king's side^ than 

* ** Hi autem initio nee anna tractandi nee couof gnari.diligenti& soler- 
tlAque bellatores acerrimi evaserunt ; equis etenim eurandis, nutriendit ac 
detergendi* indiet aMuefocti sunt, etsi opuB fotet «iinul humicubando; 
anna in«uper polire, nitida et usui expedita servare, loiicas optimas in- 
duere, seque cetero annaturae genera connnunire oondocefeeerat eoc Crom- 
welliitt. Atque hoc exercitii militaris genere, pras reliquis commiUtonum 
omnibuf emfcufere virtute l>dlica, pluresque ab hoite palmaa report&runt.** 
— Bate'i ElencM, &c part 2. p. ^270: 

f FlagelIum,p.31-43. 



who were or should be engaged upon account of 
dence and zeal, which would spirit them with tbe 

magnanimouB fortitude, and make them also to 
re the difficuldea and hardahipa of the war with a 
: pertinacious constaDc; ; as having bodies better 

and minds more finely sublimed upon that score 
aris eC focis, than the mixed and most mscally 

of loose and vicious people. But yet prudently 
dering, that in so long an interval and vacancy 
vt, from which this nation had been blessed, the 

fonvardest Hotspurs on the account of zeal, might 
! and shrink at the noise of the battel, and thoc 
nial proud courage abate at the encounter, and 
r defie a Cavalier again after one dismal alarum and 
t of a discomfiture ; he would first prove and try 
roopert howi they could endure a sudden terrour, 
by that grow hardy to the constancy of danger : 
eagles certifie themselves of the genuine race of 

young ones, by their experiencing how they can 
are and brave die sun, and imitate them with a 
and passive fortitude, the hardy rudiments of their 
ing predatory life ;) For as he relied on one hand 
L their religious resolution and spiritual ralour, so 
le not reject tbe arm of flesh, which should actuate 
! inward impulses, and byajuet temprament of both 
true metal, conduct and manage dieir sober and 
governed bravery to an assurance of success and 
iry ; and euch aboie hearts failed, he regained to 
ount them, and give their horses to more couragiou* 
•». This he did by a stratagem upon the first 
;er of his troop ; when havi'og privily placed tadee 
ule men in an ambuscado, (it being neer some of 
tings garrisons) upon a signal or the appointed lime, 
aid ambush vnth a trumpet sounding a charge, gaL 
furiously to the body, out of which some 90 inalanllg 
>ut of fear and dismay, and were glad the forfeiture 
BO cheap and easie, and| ashamed of their childish 
dii^aceful deserting of their station and colours, 
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had not the confidence to request their continuance in 
his service, or deny, or scruple the rendring their horses 
to them who should fight the Lords battel in their stead/* 
Some shades there are in the account I have next to 
quote of this remarkable regiment, but^it has also cha- 
Tacteristic touches of happiest truth which may not be 
denied. " All Cromwell's men," says sir Philip, " had 
either naturally the fanatic humour or soon imbibed it. 
A herd of this sort of men being by him drawn to- 
gether^ he himself, like Mahomet, having transports of 
fancy^ and withal a crafty imderstanding, knowing that 
natural principles, though not morally good, will con- , 
duce to the attainment of natural and politic ends, 
made use of the zeal and credulity of those persons ; 
teaching them, as they too readily taught themselves, 
that they engaged for God when he led them against 
the king : and where this opinion met with a natural 
courage, it made them the bolder and too often the 
crueller ; for it was such a sort of men as killed brave 
young Cavendish and many others, after quarter given, 
in cold blood. And these men, habituated more to 
spiritual pride than carnal riot or intemperance^ so con- 
sequently having been industrious and active in their 
former callings and professions, where natural courage 
wanted, zeal supplied its place : and at first they chose 
rather to die than fly; and custom removed fear ofdan^ 
ger; and afterwards finding the sweet of good pay and 
of opulent plunder and preferment, the lucrative part 
made gain seem to them a natural member of godliness *' * 

* Not disputing these shrewd hints by sir Philip Warwiclc, the evidence 
of an eye-witness may be quoted here, in support of the continued mild- 
' ness, modesty, religion, and goodness, of Cromwell's special regiments:.— 
** Quicfiuid enUciunt in te dementes Olivari,, nauci non facio, religiosini. 
mum imperatorem, religionis mediis in exercitibus defensorem, protec- 
torem, propagatorem, nemo nisi laudum tuarum supra modum invidus hie 
repcritur, oui te non suspexerit, admiratus fuerit, oiMervantiA summ& non 
coluerit. Enim vero ubmam terrarum tarn relig^osus visus est imperator, 
taniqud religiosus exercitus ? Miratus ego sum, varias Angliae provincias 
tunc pro negotiorum meorum, vel principis met SerenUnmi Duds GueldruB 
ComitU HtecmundtB necessitate peragrans, easqud militibus tuis refertas, 
Ita quietas, tranquillas, pacatas, quasi ne unus quidem in illis miles 
esset, sic addictas pietati, quasi monachorum non militum legiones 
in pagis ipsarum dispersse degerent Ita certa singulis diebus tiim Ain- 
dendis Deo precibus, tdm audienditd^ praeconiis, erant asslgnata tempora. 
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Finally, aod most ialerestiDg evidence of all, Crom- 
[1 himself, in one of his coufcrencec during the 
ilectorate, thus described in metaoraUe aod eha. 
teristic words, his own proceedings st the ^eeent 
iod of his Imtoiy. " I was," he sud, " a pexaoa 
it from my fint employment was suddoily pnefaTcd 
1 lifted nf from lesaer tnuts to gie*ler, from my fint 
ng B cqitsin of a troop <^ hone, and 1 did labow 
i well as I amid) to discba^e nty trust, and God 
ssed me as it pleased him, and 1 did truly and 
inly, and tbw in a wi^ of fDoJish simplicity (u it 
s judged by very giieat and wise men, and good UWK 
i) desired to make my instruments to help me in Ihic 
irk ; and I will deei plainly with you, / had a very 
rfhy friend then, and he viat a vert/ luible perum, aatd 
'tnoiB kit memory tciu verg grat^iil te all, Mr. Jeh» 
impden. At my first going out into this engaganed 

saw) their men were beslea at every hand ; 1 did 
leed, and desired him that h« would make eome ad- 
ions to my lord Essex's army of some new-TegimeDt^ 
d I told him I would be serviceable to him in bring- 
f such men in as I thought had a spirit that would 

something in the worii. Thi» U very true thai I 
I y<M, God knowt I lye not ; ' Your tro^^a, said J, are 
Kt of them old decayed eerviug men aiul tapetert, and 
ch kind offdiovit, and said I, thar troope are ftnlio- 
!n'( «on«, youjtger «an*, and perume qf quality / do 
u IhinJt that the epirite ^tiidt bate and mean fellom 
U be ever abk to eaeowUer gentlemen, that have htnmv 



lllH ip«H admit modsto, nlhklque nU Deum, pletntciii. Tel^onvnL 
tutsn mplnnta, ut ingcnu ^ Mar cum ■Uijwn iwo DmUocii ocpc 
pa\. Alque ne putM blc allouil mile IDE biHIIill, oleus OIlTarbn 
cnden, 'a In Uliui ram lixtlllirr, UrtcH Deun idhibw. quod iKpla- 
w pmldiariiii Olinril, nodA wprt diets uUila ndieu, h «1 1iii«»- 



•ttcrlm. UadtDAquwrnui in 
la onnlliiu lUliluiprldan d( 
Mulii Uh ptctuqut Tirii qui auln le^ 
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and courage, and resolution in them f '— ^Truly^ I pre- 
sented him in this manner conscientioiisly, and truly I 
did tell him, ffou must get men of a spirit. And take 
it not ill what I say (I know you will not) of a spirit 
that is Ukely to go on as far as gentlemen will go, or else 
I am sure you will be beaten still ; I told him so^ I did 
tinily. He w€U a wise and worthy person, and he did 
think that I talked a good notion, but an impracticable 
one; truly I told him I could do somewhat in it; I did 
80 ; and truly I must needs say that to you^ (impart it 
to what you please) I raised such men as had the fear 
of God hefore liiem, and made some conscience of what 
they did, and ftrom that day forward, I must say to 
you, they were never beaten, and wherever they were 
engaged against the enemy they ^ea$ continually ; and 
truly this is matter of praise to Grod, and it hath some 
instruction in it to own men that are religious and godly, 
HXid so many of them as are peaceably, and honestly, and 
quietly disposed to live within government*, as will he 
subject to those Gospel rules of obeying magistrates, and 
living under authority ; I reckon no godliness without 
this circle ; but without this spirit, let it pretend what 
it will, it is diabolical, it is devilish, it is from diaboli- 
cal spirits, from the height of Jotham's wickedness." 

And now, in leading forth into the field these thou- 
sand warriors, Oliver Cromwell gave them their last 
instruction in a piece of fiery sincerity which, better 
than the cold hypocrisy he had equally in command, 
availed him for his present purposes. He told them 
that he would not seek to perplex them (since other 
officers he had heard instructed their troops in the nice 
legal fictions of their civil superiors in parliament) with 
any such phrases as fighting for king and parliament t; 

* TbU was said, the reader will recollect, under the protectorate, in a 
conference on the advantage* of numarcky. 

t A few months later he is said, on the authority of a royalist journal of 
the time, the ** Mercurius Foliticus," to liave used a very diifbrent style. 
When the associated counties, says the writer, were threatened by lord 
Capel, Cromwell invited the principal gentry in Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Cambridge, and Hertford, to a conference, where he urged upon them the 
propriety of uniting all the fdrcei they could raise, in order to repulse the 
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'ts for the parliament alone they were now marcliin^ 
> mililary service ; for himself he declared that if he 
. king Charles in the body of the enemy, he would 
oon dischaige hia piatol upon him as upon any pri- 
: man ; and for any soldier present, therefore, who 
troubled with a conscience that might not let him 
the like, he advised him even now to quit the service 
TttB engaged iu. A terrible shout of determined zeal 
ounced no deserter on that score, and on marched 
mwell and hia Ironsides, — then the seed, and goori 
r the flower, of that astonishing army, which evea 
L Clarendon could describe as one to which victory- 
entailed, and which, humanly speaking, could hardly 
of conquest whithereoever led — an army whose 
ST and discipline, whose aobriety and manners, whose 
rage and success, made it famous and terrible aO 
r the world. " On went Noll Cromwell," said the 
iless royalist Matchmont Needham — "forth went 
1 in the might of hia spirit, with his swords and 
jes, and with all his train of disciples ; every one of 
>m is as a David, a man of war and a prophet; 
ed men all, that have resolved to (heir work better 
1 any of the sons of Levi, and are rushing through 
;land vrith their two-edged swords and Bibles, to 
Fert the gentiles." 

^romwell styles himself a captain of a troop, in the 
racteristic piece of autobiography quoted in these 
:riptions of his men, but I cannot discover that he 
r held such a commission under Essex. It possibly 
rs merely to the period of his first daring excursions 
ire the king's standard was in the field, and which, 



Hn encmi. " He Ritmted Ihem lo cmrider (erloutlj how ttBot. 
• tenia tbty ihouM nodn to Ibe king b> kee^g An whole coud. 
D hli obedience; lod concluded bj drunng tkeir ntlentioo to Ibe 
un end other revudi which Ihej might juuli aptut ftom hit ma- 
, In ntuin fix io ilgnil a proof of their bijtUf I "— " Such eiceHat 

dog goS lerrice to the king, when thef endeerour lo dcRtoj him." 
II Ik otHerred IhM here Cronmell wm dealing with the gentir-'lM 
otamDiisitj — of the pailiuaentatj fbrc& 
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without any regular commission, he seems to have puT'* 
sued also some few days after^ for one of his exploits he-* 
fore all the parliamentary commissions of array had heen 
issued^ was to seize the person of sir Thomas Conisby^ 
high sheriff of the county of Herts^ who had come to St» 
Alhans on the market-day for the purpose of proclaim- 
ing the earl of Essex^ and all who should be his fol-- 
lowers^ traitors. The self-important knight had arrived 
in the market-place, and gravely unfolded his momentous 
proclamation, when suddenly he was pounced upon by 
Cromwell and his troop, and carried off a captive to 
London. Then it was Cromwell received his colonel's 
commission, with an instruction to increase his followers 
to a regiment of a thousand men ; and how he did this 
the reader has seen. 

Meanwhile the commissions of array are out on all 
sides^ and every town, every village, every hamlet in 
£ngland, is a muster place for armed men^ who are to 
fight against their own' countrymen, their friends, per- 
haps their kindred. The causes which suddenly raised 
up for the king a larger levy of partisans and soldiers 
than could possibly have been anticipated by the parlia- 
ment^ have been already placed before the reader. * <' I 
thought," says the enthusiastic and honest Ludlow^ in 
describing his adhesion to the army of Essex ty — '^ I 
thought the justice of that cause I had engaged in to be 

* In the Life of Hampden. 

f ** Soon after my engagement in this cause, I met with Mr. Richard 
Fiennes, ion to the lord Say, and Mr. Charles Fleetwood, son to sir Milea 
Fleetwood, then a member of the house of commons, with whom consult- 
ing, it was resolved by us to assemble as many youns gentlemen of the 
Inns of court, of which we then were, and others, as snould be found dis- 
posed to this service, in order to be instructed together in the use of arms, 
to render ourselves fit and capable of acting in case there should be occa- 
aion to make use of us. To this end we procured a person experienced in 
military afikirs, to instruct us in the use of arms; and for some time we 
frequently met to exercise at the Artillery.Ground in London. And being 
informed that the parliament bad resolved to raise a life guard for the 
earl of Essex, to consist of an hundred gentlemen, under the command of 
sir Philip Stapelton a member of parliament, most of our company entered 
themselves therein, and made up the greatest part of the said guard ; 
amongst whom were Mr. Richard Fiennes, Mr. Charles Fleetwood, after- 
wards lieutenant-general, major-general Harrison, colonel Nathaniel Rich, 
colonel Thomlinson, colonel Twisleton, colonel Boswell, mi^or Whitby, 
and myself, with divers others."— XsfdAner'i Memoin, vol. i. p. 42. 



BRITISH BTATESMEIf. 

evident, that 1 could not imagine it to be attended with 
ich difficulty. For though I supposed that tatmy of 
• clei^, who had lieen die principEil authare of onr 
series, together with some of the courtieri, Mid avdi 
absolutely depended on the king for their rabsiEteDce, 
a1«o Eome ^reignen, woald adhere to him ; yet I 
lid not think that many of tlie people, who had been 
ig oppressed with heavy burdens, and now witli great 
Bculty had obtained a parliament, composed of auch 
rsona as were wiUing to run all haiarda to procure a 
ting settlement for &e nation, would be either Bud) 
imies to themselTes, or so ungrateful to those thejr 
1 trusted, as not 1« siuid by them to the utmost oif 
lir power: at least (though some might not have so 
ich resolution and courage as to venture all with them, 
:) that they would not be so treacheroas and unworthy, 
strengthen the hands of tJie enemy against those who 
1 the laws of God, nature, and reason, as well as those 
the land, of their side." But not the common people 
ne, whom many causes may be supposed to have in- 
enced, deserted, at this trying hour, the parliament 
ich had risen to assert their rights of property, of 
our, and of conscience — men of rank, who had 
tierto acted firmly and resolutely against the king, 
K fairly deserted the principles they had avowed, and 
It over to the royal banner. Nothing but that subtle 
I delicate sense of honour, which the term loyalty 
ilies, could have actuated these men to such a cours& 
nas no love for Cbaries or for hia cause — but that 
rinning honour " stood in the way, they had fought 
inst both. Their voices had been their own in the 
iggle for liberty and law, but their swords were the 
g's alone. " I would not continue here an hour," 
ite lord Robert Spencer from the royal camp to his 
e, " if there could be an expedient found to solve 
punctilio of honour." And diousands were agitated 
:he same melancholy reflection, till the welcome death 
f sought in battle solved every punctilio at last, 
1 such men as these eeea the crown of England " on 
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a hedge-Stake/' they would have remained to the death 
beside it. 

A man of this sort^ for instance^ was sir Bevill 
Grenvil, who, when the king's affairs were in miserable 
plight at the first from the difficulty of collecting men^ 
suddenly declared himself for Charles, published a com- 
mission of array, raised troops, and occupied a line of 
posts in the western counties. '^ I go,*' he said, '^ with 
joy and comfort to venture my life in as good a cause, and 
in as good company, as ever Englishman did; and I do 
take God to witness, if I were to choose a death, it 
would be no other than this.*' Here there appeared no 
'* grinning " doubts, but they existed notwithstanding. 
In Grenvil they took the shape of that sort of me-* 
lancholy foreboding touching his own fate, which also 
so strongly afflicted Falkland. In his active exertions 
in the field, in the more general business of the strife, in 
fierce and passionate resolution against the foe, Grenvil 
yielded to none. Here he had no doubts, no scruples^ 
nothing that stood in the way of service. Deeper in his 
heart of heart the melancholy lay. 

Among the manuscripts entrusted to me by lord 
Nugent I have found some interesting letters before 
and during the first year of the war, written to his 
wife — " to his best friend the lady Grace Grenvil" — by 
this gallant man. I shall quote one, dated from Bodl 
myn the 12 th of October, 1 642, which illustrates a 
striking difference between the levy of the common 
troops for the king's service, and such levies as we have 
noticed in the case of CromwelL It illustrates, too, 
the change which these distressing times could work in 
&e gentlest natures. The mUd and gentlemanly Grenvil 
now threatens his neighbours and his tenants, and flings 
out insulting epithets against his old friend and asso- 
ciate the earl of Essex. 

^'Dbabb Love, — I will detaine Sym. Cottle no 
longer, nor can he bring you much more newes then I 
sent you yesterday. We found men enough at the 
place appointed well arm'd, & for my part I am imps* 
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ent, (as all my honest frends else are) tbat we did not 
larch presently, to fetch those traitors out of their 
east at Laneeston, or fire them in it, but sova of our 
lynter bretheren have prevailed so farr w^i the sher- 
ff, as there is a conference agreed on this day between 
-6 — of a side, to see if they can compose matten. 
ut we will march on neverthelesse to he before hand if 
ley agree not. Mg neighbors did Hi that they came not 
it, S; are punishable by the lawe in a high degree, S; 
lovgh J tMB do the best I can to save gome qf the 
mester sort, yet others shall smart. They were not in 
lis to have commands from me; it is a legall course 
"ii the sherriff is directed to by the statute, & he is the 
imander in the buEines, & not the collonells, but he 
lay take to his assislance whom he pleases. My neigh- 
vrs did perchance looke to heare from me, S^ if me 
•oceed I eball expect they shindd yet eome forth, or theg 
utU suffer, & they shall have farther direction from 
le. The gallant prince Rupert goes on gloriously in 
is uncle's eerrice; he hath given another blow to the 
limy greater then the former, & hath well nye catt off 
1 their cavaltry w"' his; so as the great cutjchold it 
'red to shutt himself up lu'* his foote, vf'in the waO» of 
'Worcester, & not being able to keepe the field, wither- 
ard the king is moving w"' his army to give the Imst 
low, being able to barre him from all reliefe, and his 
rmy is m^htily encreaeed. Cottle hath a note. Pub- 
sh it to y' frends. I have senj it already to my Cos. 
ary. I hope we shall shortly see good daiea againe. 
ly noble frend the brave Wilmott had a direwd 
ound, & the prince himselfe slightly hurt, but they 
illd 2000 of the enimy w"i little losse. Your owne 

What a change from a few years before, when bonds 
f love no leas than sympathy connected the writer with 
len of thoughts as lofty and hearts aa generous and 
ime as pure as his own, hut for whom he cannot find 
itter words now than traitor or than cuckold ! How 
ifferent from the days when his only care was for the 
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domestic charities he is now forced to thrust aside ; when 
the sanctities of social life occupied the thoughts that 
are now only hent on the tragic scenes of civil strife, on 
plundered towns^ on flaming villages, on ravaged home-^ 
steads. The reader will not perhaps ohject to my intro- 
ducing here^ from the same valuable manuscripts, a 
picture of sir Bevill Grenvil as he wasy in one of his 
letters of that former time, to the same '* best friend 
Mrs. Grace Grenvil." Such touching memorials, illus- 
trating so vividly the changes of the period, belong 
peculiarly to a personal history of the time, and are 
used too scantily to be withheld when found. The 
matter of these letters contrasts not more strongly than 
their appearance — that which has been quoted, so worn 
and soiled, as though it had travelled across a wide 
country in some trooper's pocket — these almost as fresh 
and clean as letters written yesterday. The date of the 
first is London, May 18. I626; that of the second oriiy 
two days later. 

■^ My Dearest, — Since myne by Stanburie I have 
receaved yrs by my Co : Trevillians man^ wherin you 
say you have not heard from me, w^h I wonder at, for 
surely I have written often unto you, both by way of 
Exeter, & otherwise. But you doe much amaze me, 
to tell me you are soe milch distress'd, for want of a 
midwife ; for gods sake be sure to have one under hand> 
whatever it cost, & you canot excuse your fault, in 
neglecting it soe long. Howsoever have myne Abbott 
by, if all else faille, shee I hope will do her best, Sc I 
assure myselfe can do well enough. There is little hope^ 
of having any of the Plate home as yett, but all that can 
be don shall be. I am glad you have fetcht some of the 
Timber, to keepe Allen aworke ; for I desire the worke 
should goe on, w^^ all possible speed. If my co : Arun- 
dell be at Effi)rd when you have Child, it will he verrie 
fitting shee should be a God-mother too, therfore though 
it be a boy, intreat both her & my sister too, it is no 
more then we have don formerly. My bro. Hen: is the 
man^ whether it be boy or girl, S^ I hope S' Jo: Eliot 
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thall be there too if it be a bojf, though the King haih 
latelg seni him to the T\iu)er, for eome vordee spoken in 
&e ParM, bat v>e are all resolv'd to have him mit againe 
«r tnitl proceed tn jtoe buiinegae; & if y< Ciiild chance 
to be borne before mg coming donne itaj (he Chrut- 
ning till we can heare from one another. I will write 
shortly to you againe, in the mean time doe rest y' owne 
Seville Grbntile. . . . RemelMr my duty to y' mo- 
Aer & forgett raee not to my sister." Again : — " My 
DejIHE»t, — How all the things, that at seTOrall timea I 
have & sbHll send to you from hence, will nowe come 
nnto you I knowe not, because they are to passe thoroi^i 
to many bands, but 1 will hope the best. I have thit 
weeke sent yon a boxe of ... . Sweet Meats, ass many 
sortes St the best I can gett, saving only apricol% 
wherof there are hut one pound, & those not Terrie 
good though the best yi can be gotlrai too ; there were 
fewe or none don the last yeare, because of the sicklies, 
& that makes the scaisety. The note of perticulars is 
faeerinclosed, wanting only one boxe of the Quidiniock, 
w"** I have eaten. 1 hope my Lady be now w"< yoo, 
tberfore reme'ber my duty to her. We have S' Jo : EUat 
at liberty againe, the hoate v>ae never quiet, till the King 
rekae'd kim. If god send us a boye, I have a good 
uinde, to have him called John, for my poore brother 
John's sake, if it be a Girle, Grace. But I would faine 
perswade rayselfe, that I could be there at it, though I 
am now in some doubt, & tberfore wiU heartely pray 
fer you, if I caSot be present. Keepe my aunts and 
my sister by any meanes with you, & remember me to 
them. 8o I hasteley comend you to God, resting] your 
own ever Bbvill Gkkntjlb." 

Since the levying of hig r^ment Cromwell hai^ 
meanwhile, already greatly distinguished himself. His 
first aerviee was sudden and complete as his seiznre 
of the unlucky sir Thomaa Conishy. Having received 
hiteUigenceof a meeting of gentlemen of the king's par^ 
at Lowestoft in Sufiblk, for the purpose of concerting 
XteaQs for making a stand in that quarter, he came upoa 
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them by surprise^ and made the whole bodj^ consisting 
of about thirty persons of opulence and distinction, his 
prisoners. It was mentioned in the journals of the day 
as '^ the best piece of service that hath been done a long 
time." * The historian of tiie parliament^ May^ tells 
us that the ammunition and engines of war^ secured on 
this occasion by Cromwell, were *^ enough to have 
served a considerable force." And certain it was, puiv 
sues that historian^ that " if Cromwell had Hot sur- 
prised tiiem in the nick of time^ it had proved a matter 
of great danger to the country ; for within one day after^ 
as many more knights and gentlemen that were listed 
before^ would have met at the same place.*' 

The first pitched battie between Charles and his 
subjects has been described in the life of Hampden. But 
while these early occurrences of the war left every one 
doubtful to which side success had fallen^ the resolute 
cavalry of Cromwell were achieving remarkable and 
unquestioned advantages in every direction of their 
march, t At the head of twelve troops, their colonel 
had penetrated into Lincolnshire — disarming the dis. 
affected as he passed — taking Stamford and Bur. 
leigh House by his way — and scattering all oppo- 
sition before him. Not far from Grantham they 
were met by double their number — a flying corps of 
cavalry belonging to a light army levied by young ge- 
neral Cavendish, and with which he strove to recover 

* " By letters from Saffblk of the 15th present, it was informed that on 
Tuesday last, colonel Cromwell, with about 1000 horse, having notice of « 
great confederacy held amongst the malignants at a town called Lowestoft, 
In that county, being a place of great consequence, came upon them un. 
awares, and Kained the town with small difficulty and no shot: took 
orisoners sir Thomas Barlcer and his brother sir John Pettus, Mr. Tnomas 
Knevet, two of the younger Catlings, captain Hammond, Mr. Corey, Mr. 
IVirrill, Bfr. Preston, and about twenty others of good worth. This was 
the best piece of service that hath been done a long time, for both the 
counties will now be flreed of their fears of the malignants. There were 
also taken in the said town, divers clergymen of the confederacy, goocl 
store of ammunition, excellent saddles, great store of pistols, powder, shot, 
and other engines for war, sufficient for a great force. This hath set the 
whole country right, so that bow they are all up in arms, and would feign 
be in action for the parliament"— P«/. Diur. 18. Mar. 1642. 

f ** And now,'*, writes Mrs. Hutchinson, " were all the countreyes in Eng- 
land noe longer idle spectators, but severall sta^s, whereon the tnigedie of 
the civlU wane was acted ; except the easteme atiociation, where Mr. Oliver 
Cromwell, by his diligence, prevented the deaignes'of the royall party.** 
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Lincolnshire to the king. Cromwell's men, though 
many of them harassed and fatigaed, stood firm ; and 
the front they presented, few in numbers as they were, 
would seem to have been not at all inviting to the enemy, 
for the firing on both sides for upwards of half an hour 
appears to have been confined to the ekirmisherB that 
covered each line — till at last Cromwell himself 
gave the word, and his men advanced with an irresistible 
shock. The result may be described in the letter which 
Cromwell addressed lo the speaker the instant after the 
event. — " God hath given us this evening a glorious 
victory over our enemiei. They mere, as we are in- 
formed, one and twentie colours of horse troops, and 
three or fonre of dragoons. It waa late in the evening 
when we drew out. They came and faced us within two 
miles of the town. So soon a£ we had the alarum, we 
drew out our forces, consisting of about twelve troops, 
whereof some of them so poore and broken, that yon shall 
seldome have seen worse ; with this handfuU it pleased 
God to cast the scale ; for after we had stooii, a Uttle 
above musket shot the one body from the other, and the 
dragoons having fired on both sides for the space of 
halfe an houre or more, they not advancing towards us, 
we agreed to charge tliem, and advancing the body after 
many shots on both sides, came with our troops a pretty 
round trot, they standing firme to receive us, and our men 
charging fiercely upon them, they were immediately 
routed and ran all away, and wee had the execution of 
diem two or three miles. I heiieve some of our souldiets 
did kill two or three men a pece. We have alio gotten 
some of their officers, and some of their colours ; but 
what the number of dead is, or what the prison^s, for 
the present we have not time to inquire into." • 

Cromwell's nest important service was the relief 
of Gainsborough, which, having been taken h}r lord 
Willoughby, and garrisoned with parliamentary sol- 
diers, would have surrendered before the army of lord 
Newcastle, returning victorious from Alheiton Moot, 

• Fei&ctIHumBl,£5tli<>fUar,]6*3. 
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but for the interposition of Cromwell, who, with 
sudden and astonishing bravery^ threw himself and his 
regiment between the^ town and the first division of the ad- 
vancing royalist force, commanded by lord Newcastle's 
brother, young general Cavendish^ It was a fearful po- 
sition. On the summit of an acclivity before them were 
ranged numbers in* the proportion of at least three to 
one^ while along the base of the hiU ran a lofty fence 
accessible only through a single gateway. On this 
quarter the enemy poured a heavy fire, yet Cromwell, 
having himself resolutely and safely passed, filed his men 
through, inspired by his own courage to deeds of as lofty 
daring, formed them as they passed, section by section, 
and then at once made a furious charge up hiUy which 
overbore the enemy as much by the wonder the act in- 
spired as by any real shock of arms. The major part 
of the royalists fled in broken confusion. Cromwell, still 
holding his men together, plunged back on that part of 
the enemy which alone had been able to stand, drove 
them pell mell into a bog, and there, it is melancholy 
to be obliged to add, butchered them, including poor 
Cavendish himself, without mercy. It was the first 
great advantage these resolute soldiers had gained-— 
their leader had inspired them to it by daring which 
might well have carried them beyond the common limits 
of soldierly forbearance — and it is charitable to sup- 
pose that this act was committed at a time when they 
were scarcely responsible agents.* 

This achievement, Whitelocke tells us, was " the 

beginning of Cromwell's great fortunes, and nOw he 

begfan to appear in the world." It was the beginning, 

too, of his close and extraordinary intimacy with Ireton. 

* This famous man was at the time a captain in '^ Col. 

* .The Perfpct Diumal writes of the result : — ** Gen. Cavendish, and 
another person of note, much like to gen. King, one colonel, lieut. cpl., 
•erjeant major, and a captain, with above 100 others, were found dead upon 
the place, near upon twice as many killed in the pursuit, and prisoners above 
150. Upon their retreat they relieved the town with powder and other provi. 
lions ; after which they skirmished with a new supply of Newcabtle's army 
that came against them, brought off their foot wtiich was engaged with 
greftt.diiadvantage, and PMd^ a fair retreat into the town, with little loss." 
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rnfaaugh's regiment ; " but hearilig of Cromweiri 
e inteotionB in thie matter solicited lesre to join him 
le enterpTiee, and a lasting bond of friendsfaip wu 
fttfter E^led betwixt tbem. Cromwell had perhapa 
most aurprising faculty in selecting hia friends or 
ts of any man that ever played a great part in the 
d ; and it might poaaihly be talcen aa in some sort . 
ridence of the purity of his present motives that be 
selected Ireton. Eleven years the junior of Crom- 

thia gallant snd virtuous man had been bred to 
)ar, and had distingnished himself thus early by the 
wtion ef TBrions legal and constitutioiial reforms of a 

striking and philosophical character. His opinions, 
tver, were all republican, and his integrity so stem 

uncompromising*, that no worldly molives w 
ntages ever changed or modified those convictioni 
is mind. Nor did miliCsry seivicei ever transport 
out of philosophical or maditative habits, since he 
able with amazing facility, as Hume has with a 
laced sneer observed, " to graft the soldier on the 
er, the statesman on the saint." Three years tfter 
elief of Gainsborough, this excellent person married 
swell's eldest daughter, Bridget, then in her twenty- 
year — having, instantly upon the former action, 

Hutchinson tella us, " quite left colonel Thoro- 
h's regiment" to join that of the greater colond 
« conduct and geniua had " charmed him." 
bese individual successes, meanwhile, availed little 
ist serious reverses lately undergone hy the par- 
ent Even after relieving Gainsborough Cromwell 
obliged to draw off towards Boston, which he did 
laBlerly order ; slowly retreating "before the over- 
ming force of the main body of Newcastle's army, 
resenting at every step of his retreat " a bold &ont 
i pursuers, and appearing to invite rather than ahun 
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an encounter." Newcaitle^ however^ marched straight 
on to Gainshorough, recovered that place^ and made him- 
self master of Lincohi. 

In the west it was, however^ that the king's forces 
ivere at this time chiefly successful. The letter already 
quoted from the Grenvil manuscripts referred to some 
of these successes ; and the fight of Bradock Down^ 
where sir Ralph Hopton commanded the royal troops^ 
was a decided victory. In this Grenvil greatly distin- 
guished himself^ and the rout of the parliamentarians 
was complete. Shortly after^ however, I find from 
these manuscripts^ Grenvil wrote from Okehampton 
to ^^ his hest friend " thus : — " Deare Love, — I 
will write a hasty line hy my cos. Parker. We 
march'd w^^ some foote and horse from Plimpton to 
prevent the enimy from gathering power at Tavistock^ 
where he forhare to come for feare of us. We then 
marcht to Okehampton to finde him, we heing sure 
they were there w* 5000 men, but they ran away be- 
fore we came. There were sent some horse & dragoons 
to Chagford to pursue them in the night, but for want 
of good foote^ & the approach to the towne being very 
hard, our men wereforct to retire againe after they were 
itif S^ one loese toe have sustained that is unvaUuable, to 
vfitt Sydney Godolphin is slaine in the attempt, wh9 
VHU as gaUant a gent, as the world had, I have time for 
no more. Y" ever B. Grenvile.** 

Godolphin * was indeed a loss, — and it is moreover 



* Of this aocomplithed man, Clarendon speaks in a passage of his own 
life, which should not be omitted here : — *' There was never so great a 
mind and spirit contained in so little room : to large an understanding and 
to unrettrmned afancy^ «* 'O v^T^ ttnaU a body j so that the lord Falkland 
used to say merrily, that he thought it was a great ingredient into his 
friendship for Mr. Godolphin, that he Was pleased to be found in his com- 
pany, where he was the properer man ; and it may be, the very remarkable- 
neis of his little person, made the sharpness of his wit, and the composed 
quickness of his judgment and understanding, the more notable. He had 
spent some years In France, and in the Low Countries ; and accompanied 
the earl of Ldcester in his ambassage into Denmark, before he resolved to 
be quiet, and attend some promotion in the court ; where his excellent 
disposition and manners, and extraordinary qualifications, made him very 
acceptable. Though every body loved bis company vei^ well, yet he 
loved very much to be alone, being in his constitution inclined somewhat 
to melancholy, and to retirement amongst his books ; and was so far firam 
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clear from the tone of the letter, that the n 

iry men were rallying once more. They had 
»een elevated by the news of agaistance providing 
1 by the parliament, and sir Ralph Hopton now 
' offered aege to the unimportant garrison of 
th, dividing his army for that purpose, instead 
;ntrating it on ooe point towards Tavistock, la 
; country to the eastward, where the parliament- 
rere collecting strength. The latter had been 
ce of Grenvil, whose next communications to 
, crumpled, soiled, and torn as his fortunes, are 
igly moat melancholy and desponding. The 
laied from Plympton and presents several cha- 
ic points. 

' DG&BB Ldvb, — Y'' great care & good affection, 
are very remarkable, so they deserve toy best 
. & I could wish that the subject w"'' you be. 
lem upon, could better requite you. I shall re- 
nii Messenger u but little certainti/ concerning 
rent Condition. Our Army lyes still in severaU 
I. 8' Ra. Hopton »"' my Lo: Mohun, is upon 
th side of Flimouth w"' two Regim'', Collo: 
tn: Sf Js: Bark: & 1, are on the east ride w* 
^m": & Sf Ni: Glan: with Jack .Trevan: & 
o Regim" were sent the last weeke to Modbnrj 
Ese that quarter before the enemy came, being 
est pari of this Countrey, whence moat of our 






nfd U^er a UHie pleauiti ntirmnrtiw) tt^tenfy iym Hit Morie 
it«;^it Ilwdtllwu nou»iinbtv>ii;(tlie Ant ippioKha 
bMi he Atcamcd u hob h anr Dun, l» the procesdingi in 
U alKre ba wu ■ menbn, and appued wiih giest indignition) 
■*■■' '"-|0 the ant ImiB whleh •ereraliedln " "- 
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provision & victualls does come. If it were taken frona 
us we might be starved in our quarters. Modbery lyes 
6 miles to the Eastward of us, & now the Enimy w^^ 
all the power y^ they can gather of those that we dis- 
persed at Okeham: & Chag: k. other aydes advanc'd 
w*Mn two mile of ou .... at Modbu: they are many 
thousand as the report goes, and we are like to have 
speedy worke. We have sent more ayde to them both 
of horse and foote. God speed us weU. Plimouth is still 
supplied w*^ men' & all sorts of provision .by sea w«*». 
we canot hinder & therfore for my part I see no hope 
of taking it. So now the most danger that hangs over the 
Kg^s side is in these partSy for he hath had great sue- 
cesse in those parts where he is. Cissiter w^ii Prince 
Rupert tooke, hath drawne in all Glocestershire. The 
Citties of Glocester & Bristoll do offer to render them- 
selves w'^Jout force, & they are places of great import- 
ance. The Earle of Newcastle hath given the Pari** 
power a great defeate in Yorkshire. The Queene i» 
€ominge w'"* good Ayde -to the King. The Pari: did 
attempt to force severall quarters where the Kg*s Army 
lay, & were beaten off w^^ great losae to themselves in 
all places. We have advertizm^: that some ayde is 
coming from his Ma^^ to us, hut it is soe shwe as we 
shall need it before we see it. But Gods wiU be done, I 
am satisfied I canot ejopire in a better cause, I have 
given some directions to Jack for his study, pray cause 
him to putt them in execution, & to make some exercise 
in verse or prose every day. Intreat my Cos. ... & 
Bar: Geal: to take a little paines with him. I have 
relea8*d the Prisoners that Bar: Geal: wrote for. Lett 
Cap: Stanb: know, it is all one to me whither he goe 
by Byd: or Pads: so he make haste. &: now to con- 
clude, I beseech you take care of y>^ health, I have 
nothing so much in my prayers. P Phisition Jen» 
nings is tumd a Traytor w** the rest, wherby he hath 
lost my love, S^ I am doubtfull to trust you v^ him. 
Present my humble duety & thanks to y^ moth' ; & I 
beseech Grod to blesse y young people. I rest y' owne 
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ever Beyilii Grenvile. . . . My new cap is a little to 
straight. ... I know not what forme of a Certifficate it 
is that Jo: Greal: desires^ hut if he will send it to me 
drawne, I will gett it sign'd." 

At last Hopton abandoned the siege of Plyraoutb^ 
and joined his forces once more at Tavistock. Grenvil 
immediately after writes thus to the lady Grace : — 
" Deere Love^ — There have been some changes since 
I wrote last^ we have raised our seige of Plimoulli uf^ 
for my part I never expected could have been sttccesfuM, 
yet in submission to better judgm** I gave way, & we 
are now at Tavistock^ united againe in one boddy. The 
party of ours wc*» was at Modbury indurd a cruell a#- 
eauU/or 12 howers against many thousand men, & kill'd 
many of them, vf^^ the losse of fewe and some hurt, 
fmt ours at last were forc'd to retire to Plimpton for 
want of Amunition, having spent all their stock. We 
are still threatned, but I hope Crod^s favour will notJoT' 
sake vs» Y^ Neighbour of Gouldon, I heare, is one of 
the dead at Modbury, S^ will not now plunder y^ Counm 
trey if it be true. If my Soldier Hugh Ching continue 
sick, pray lett there be care had of him, & lett him 
not want what you can helpe him. Bidd Tom Aiisley 
have speciall care of the busines I have now vmtt to 
hinu give my duety to yr mother & I beseech Grod to 
keepe and blesse you sH^ S^ if it be his will to send us a 
happie meeting, so prayeih y' faithfull Bevill Gren- 
vile. ... I have sent home some peare grafis, lett them 
be carefuUy grafted, some by Brute & some by Jo. 
Ski&er. I beseech you make Jack to pursue the di« 
rections I have given him. ••. . I did send home some 
Peare grafis from Truroe about Michaelmas, lett them 
be carefully grafted also, & note w*'^ is one & w<^^ the 
other." 

The happy meeting prayed for in this touching letter, 
was doomed never to tiJce place. After some important 
successes gained by Hopton, Waller entered the western 
counties with a small but well appointed army, and 
fought the disputed battle of Lansdowne ; the result of 
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which^ let the victory be disputed as it may^ certainly 
was to leave the parliamentary general quartered that 
night in Bath^ at the foot of the contested hill^ while 
Hopton was borne off the field with heavy wounds^ his 
army retreating at the same time towardis Oxford, and 
leaving behind them, among the dead bodies of their 
chief officers, that of the brave and honourable sir 
Bevill Grenvil. A very short time elapsed, however, 
before the royalists rallied, and in an action near 
Devizes totally routed and dispersed the army of sir 
William Waller. 

Waller, on his letum to London, mortified, deserted, 
and defeated, was yet received with honour, ^* as if," 
says Clarendon with wonder, ^^he had; brought the 
king prisoner with him." Yet here admiration would 
be better timed than wonder. The feeling that inspired 
the parliament in such a policy, was that of the Roman 
senate in congratulating the general who was defeated 
at Canna?, that he had not despaired of his country. 
It was only by such noble and elevated disregard of all 
petty jealousies, that these great statesmen held their 
forces together and subdued the jealousies of their chiefs^ 
till fortune flung upon their side once more the chancea 
of battle. 

Never was the cause of the parliament in such danger 
as now. The divisions and jealousies that had sprung 
up — the fatal imbecility and suspected treachery of 
Essex — the crowning disaster of the death of Hampden 
^— with the yet unshrinking decision and fortitude of 
Pym, applied with success to the healing even of such 
wounds as these — have already been placed before the 
reader by the writer of this memoir.* In the life of 
Vane, the masterly act of statesmanship resolved on at 
this time, has also been commemorated. The commis- 
sioners for the Solemn League and Covenant were now 
settling their great act in Edinburgh. 

Exertions were not, meanwhile, wanting in England, 
while the Scottish supply was waited for. May, the 

* In the live* of Pym and Hampden. 
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d under him. " Our borge," fan says, " here 
' a great impresuon upon the queen'a regiiaent of 
', and charged them again and again, and cut in 
3 many of her life-guard. In this eertice the 
uia of Vivile waa taken prisoner : it »eemi he mnild 
e ftnourn who he unu; but endeavouring to reecae 
■tf from a Ueutenartt that to<A him prisoner, and 
upon, haiHtg hig head almott cloven asnnder with a 
ur, he aclaumkdged himgelf, in the laet morda he 
, tehieh were, Vous votbz un brand uabouib moc- 
' I that is, you see a great marquis dying. His 
body was carried to Hungerford, by the lord gene- 
command. It had not been long ihere, but the 
did send a trumpet to his excellency, conceiving 
the marquis had been wounded only and taken 
ler, and deeired that his chirurgeons and doctors 
t have free access unto him for bis recovery. His 
[ency certified the trumpet that be was dead, and 
)ed his lM>dy to the king, to receive those funeral 
IS his m^esty would give it. Some say, that his 
was ransomed for SOO pieces of gold." 
sex arrived at Newbury at last, but to hia surprise 
. that Charles and the royalist amy had been there 
ours before him. An action was unavoidable now, 
^ssex met the crisis gallantly. He accepted the 
I challenge for battle on the morning of the foUow- 
»y. 

Ill that night," says the officer I have just quoted, 
ine description which appears in none of the hia- 

and therefore may be welcomed by the reader 
— " all that night our army lay in the fields, im_ 
It of the sloth of darkness, and wishing for the 
ng's light, to eKercise their valoiir ; and the ra. 
because the king had sent a challenge over night 

lord general, to give him battle the next morning, 
at part of the enemy's army continued also in the 
ncapable of sleep, their enemy beiTig «o nigh; and, 
Tneg looking on the ground, they thought upon Iht 
oholg element of which theg were composed, and t» 
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fshich they must return; and sometimes locking up^ they 
observed the sHent marches of the ftars, and the moving 
scene of heaven. The day no sooner did appear^ but 
they were marshalled into order, and advanced to the 
brow of the hill ; and not long after, the ordnance was 
planted, and the whole body of their horse and foot 
stood in battalia. The officers and commanders of their 
foot did many <^ them leave aff their doublets, and, with 
daring resolution, did bring on their men; and, as if 
they came rather to triumj^ than to fight, they, in their 
Mrts, did lead them up to the battle. The first that gave 
the charge, was the most noble lord Roberts, whose ac- 
tions speak him higher than our epithets. He performed 
it with great resolution, and by his own example, shewed 
excellent demonstrations of valour to his regiment. The 
cavalry of the enemy performed also their charge most 
bravely, and gave in with a mighty impression upon 
him. A prepared body of our. army made haste to re- 
lieve him. Upon this, two regiments of the king's 
horse, with a fierce charge, saluted the blue regiment of 
the London trained-bands, who gallantly discharged 
upon them, and did beat them back ; but they, being 
no whit daunted at it, wheeled about, and on a sudden 
charged them. Our musqueteers did again discharge^ 
and that with so much violence and success, that they 
sent them now, not wheeling but reeling from them; and 
yet, for all that, they made a third assault, and coming 
in full squadrons, they did the utmost of their endea- 
vour to break through our ranks ; but a cloud of bullets 
.came at once so thick from our musquets, and made 
such a bavock amongst them, both of men and horse, 
that, in a fear, full of confused speed, they did fly be- 
fore us, and did no more adventure upon so warm a 
service. 

'^ In the mean time, sir Philip Stapleton performed 
excellent service with the lord general's regiment of 
horse, and five times together did charge the enemy : 
but, above all, the renown and glory of this day is most 
justly due unto the resolution and conduct of our general; 
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re the battle wu begun, he did ride from one 
to another, f nd did influne them with courage^ 
eiving in Uiem all am eager desire to battle with 
miea, he collected to himself a mite presage of 
come. I have heard, that nhen, in the beat 
leet of the fight, some frienda of his did advise 
rave off his white hat, because it rendered him 
; too remarkable to the enem; : No, replied 
itienolSie hat, but the heart. The hat is not 
itkef of fear or hotumr. He, himself, beii»g 
in person, did lead up the city reginient, and 
tast body of the enemy's horse bad given so 
charge, that ibey had broken quite throngh it, 
[f rallied his men together, and, with undaunted 
did lead them up the hill. In his way he did 
infantry of the king from hedge to hedge, and 
atter them, that hardly any of the enemy's foot 
. at that present to bim, to keep together in a 
\fter six hours long llghl, with the assistance 
lorse, he gained those advantagei which tlie 
OBsesaed in the morning, which were the hlU, 
;es, and the river. 

the mean time, a party of the enemy's borae, in 
tody, wheeled about, and about three quarters 
; below the hill, they did fall upon the rear of 
f, where our carriages wei« placed ; to relieve 
lis excellency tent a selected party from the hill 
their friends, who were deeply engaged in the 
These forces, marching down the hill, did meet 
:nt of horse of the enemy's, vho, in their kats, 
ichee of furx and broom, tnhich our artny did 
tcear, for distinction sake, to be known by one 
from their adversaries, and they cried out to 
1, Friends, friends ; but, they being discovered 
emies, our men gave fire upon them, and having 
rse to second the execution, they did force them 
from them. Our men being now marched to 
om of the hill, they increased the courage of 
ends, and, after a sharp conflict, they forced the 
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king's horse to fly with remarkahle loss^ having left the 
ground strewed with the carcases of their horses and 
riders. 

" And now his excellency, having planted his ordnance 
on the top of the hill^ did thunder against the enemy^ 
where he found their numbers to be thickest ; and the 
king's ordnance (being yet on the same hill) did play 
with the like fury against the forces of his excellency. 
The cannon on each side did dispute loith one another^ as 
if the battle was but new begun. The trained-bands of 
the city of London endured the chiefest heat of the day^ 
and had the honour to win it ; for being now upon the 
brow of the hill^ they lay not only open to the horse^ 
but the cannon of the enemy; ye^ they stood undaunted, 
and conquerors against oil; and, like a grove of pines in 
a day of wifhd and tempest, they only moved their heads 
or arms, but kept their footing sure, unless^ by an im. 
provement of honour, they advanced forward to pursue 
their advantage on their enemies. 

" Although the night did now draw on, yet neither 
of the armies did draw off. The enemy's horse, in a 
great body^ did stand on the furthest side of the hill, 
and the broken remainders of their foot, behind them ; 
and having made some pillage, about the middle of the 
nighty they drew off their ordnance, and retreated unto 
Newbury. On the next morning, his excellency, being 
absolute master of the field, did marshal again his soldiers 
into order to receive the enemy, if he had any stwnach to 
the field, and to that purpose dischargedapieceof ordnance, 
hut no enemy appearing, he marched towards Reading. 
The loss which the king's forces received in this me- 
morable battle, is remarkable, for besides the multitudes 
that were carried away in carts, there were divers found 
that were buried in pits and ditches. There were many 
personages of note and honour slain ; as the earl of 
Carnarvon, the earl of Sunderland, the lord of Falk- 
land, more famous for his pen, than for his sword; 
colonel Morgan, lieutenant colonel Fielding, Mr. Strode, 
and others : there were hurt the lord Andover, sir 
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cas, colonel Chsrlei Getrard, coloDel Gnera^ 
Carltde, the earl of Feleiboreugh, lieutenaot 
11^ Lisle, air John Russel, Mr. Edwatd 
[r. Henry Howard, Mr. Geoi^e Porter, Mr. 
I. Vitej, lieutenant colonel Edward VilUrs, 
more of note and caninence, whose names 
ra unto m. ... On the parliameut side, 
ilain, colonel Tucker, captain Geoi^ Massej, 
Hunt, and not any more of quality that I 

rery strildng and beautiful description are 
Q the more memoraUe characteristics or t^iB 
trife. We see the daring and impetuous 
; royalists, touched with something of un- 
ravado, and met by the steady and iramove- 
linalion of the parliamentarians. In vun, 

and again in vain, the impetuous Rupert 
he rampart of invincihle pikes held by the 
s of London, men, as lord Clarendon ob- 
eaking of this action, "of whose ineiperience 

or any kind of service, beyond the easy 
their postures in the artillery garden, men 
1 too cheap an estimation."* We have be- 

the most terrible feature of all, in those ex- 
listinguiBh friends and foeswhit^ had become 
necessary among men whose faces were 
those of brother to brother, who owned the 
y, who spoke the same language. The re- 
attle has been disputed, hut surely dley must 

to have been the victors who gained pa»- 
ae town, and were suffered to proceed next 
imolested, on their march to London. 
t of Newbury cannot he left without a word 
•nt men who fell diere. Four earls perished 
I, and of them were the youthful and he* 
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lOTed Sunderland, and the travelled and accompliahed 
Carnarvon. But the loss to the royaHst party most 
deeply deplored, — " a losa which no time would sufier 
to be forgotten, and no success or good fortune could 
repair/' — was that of Charles's secretary of state, lord 
Fiedkland ; a person, exelaims lord Clarendon, in all the 
fervour of a true affection, '^ of such prodigious learning 
and knowledge, of such inimitable sweetness and delight 
in conversation, of so obliging a humanity and goodness 
to mankind, and of that primitive simplicity and integrity 
of life, that^ if there were no other brand upon this 
odious and accursed civil war than that single loss, it 
must be most infamous and execrable to all posterity. . . . 
He was a great cherisher,*' his friend continues, ^' of wit 
and fancy and good parts in any man ; and, if he found 
them clouded with poverty or want, a most liberal and 
bountiful patron towards them, even above his fortune. 
. . . His house being within ten miles of Oxford, he con- 
tracted familiarity and friendship with the most polite 
and accurate men of that university ; who found such 
an immenseness of wit and such a solidity of judgipent 
in him ; so infinite a fancy, bound in by a most logical 
ratiocination ; such a vast knowledge, that he was not 
ignorant in anything ; yet such an excessive humility as 
if he had known nothing ; that they frequently resorted 
and dwelt with him, as in a college situated in a purer 
4nr; so that his house was a university in a less volume ; 
whither they came not so much for repose as study ; 
and to examine and refine those grosser propositions^ 
which laziness and consent made current in vulgar con* 
tersation. . • . From the entrance into this unnatural war^ 
his natural cheerfulness and vivacity grew clouded, and 
a kind of sadness and dejection of spirit stole upon him 
which he had never been used to ; ... he who had been 
so exactly unreserved and affable to all men, that his 
face and countenance was always present, and vacant 
to his company, and held any cloudiness and less plea- 
santness of the visage a kind of rudeness or incivility, 
became^ on a sudden, less communicable ; and thence 
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de, and exceedingljp affected with the Bpleen: 
et and habit, which be had intended before 
I more nestness, and industry, and expense, 
il to so great I mind, he was now not only 
tut too negligent ; and in his reception of 
1 the necessarf or casual addresaea to his 
uck, and sharp, and severe, that there wanted 
len (who were atrangera to his nature and 

who beUeved him proud and imperious, 
I no mortal man was ever more free. . ■ . 
re was any overture or hope of peace, he 
more erect and Tigorous, and exceedingly 
o press anything which he thought might 
; and fitting among hi* friend*, often, after a 
aadftequent *igh>, wioiild, tcith a ihriek and 

ingemitiale the aord Fbace Pkack ; and 
Lonately profess ' that the very agony of the 
le view of the calamities and desolation the 
d and must endure, took his sleep from him, 
shorty break his heart.' ... In the morning 
battle, a* alwai/s upon action, be va* very 
id put himself into die first rank of the lord 
pment, who was then advancing upon the 
< had lined the hedges on both aides with 
; from whence he was shot vith a musket 
r part of his helly,and in the instant falling 
irse, his body was not found till the next 
till when, there was some hope he might 
. prisoner ; though his nearest friends, who 
taper, received small comfort from that im- 

Tbue fell that incomparable young man, in 
[1 thirtieth year of his age, having u> much 
the business of life, that the oldest rarely 
lal immense knowledge, and the youngest 
ito the world with more innocence : whoso- 
luch a life, need not care upon how short 
l)e taken from him."* In the presence of 
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such an eulogium^ which in itself rendersr its object 
iiacred, the faults or errors of lord Falkland may not be 



kaown, of lord FaUcland's penon:— " With these advantages he had one 
great disadvantage (which m the first entrance Into the world is attended 
with too much prejudice) in his person and presence, which was in no 
degree attractive or promising : His stature was low, and smaller than 
most men ; his motion not graeefvl, and his aspect so far from inviting^ 
that it had somewhat in it of smpUdty ; and his voice the worst qf the 
threCi and so untuned, that instead qf reeoncilingt it qjfended the ear, so 
that nobody would have expected music ttoxn that tongue ; and sure no 
man was less beholden to nature for its recommendation into the world, 
but then no man sooner, or more disappointed this general and customary 
prejudice ; thMt little person and small stature was quickly found to con- 
tain a great heart, a coure^e so keen, and a nature so fearless, that no 
eomposUion of the strongest Itmbs, and most harmonious and proportioned 
presence and strength, ever more disposed any man to the greatest enterprise^ 
it being his greatest weidcness to be too solicitous for such adventures ; 
)ind that untuned tongue and voice, easily discovered itself to be supplied, 
and governed, by a mind and understanding so excellent, that the wit and 
weight of all he said, carried another kind of lustre, and admiration in it, 
and even another kind of acceptation from the persons present, than any 
ornament of delivery could reasonably promise itself, or is usually attended 
with ; and his disposition and nature was so gentle and obliging, so much 
delighted in courtesy, kindness, and generosity, that all manldnd could 
not but admire and love him. . . . In a short time af^er he had posses* 
aion of the estate his grandfather had left him, and before he was of age, 
he committed a fault against his father, in marrying a young lady, whom 
he passionately loved, without any considerable portion. ... He seemed to 
have his estate in trust, for all worthy persons, who stood In want of sup- 
plies and encouragement, as BenJonson, and many others qf that time, 
whose fortunes required, and whose spirits made them superior to, ordinary 
obligations ; which yet they were contented to receive from HrM, because 
his bounties were so generously distributed, and so much without vanity 
and ostentation, that except from those few persons, from whom he some- 
times received the characters of fit objects for his benefits, or whom he 
intrusted, for the more secret deriving them to them, he did all he could, 
that the persons themselves who received them should not know firom 
what fountain they fiowed ; and when that could not be concealed, he sus- 
tained any acknowledgment from the persons obliged with so much trouble, 
and basf^fulness, that they might well perceive, that he was even ashamed of 
the little he had given, and to receive so large a recompence from it.'* — 
Nor can I conclude tnis note without other striking and characteristic 
anecdotes f^om the history. ** He was so ill a dissembler of his dislike and 
disinclination to ill men, that it was not possible for such not to discern 
it There was once, in the house of commons, such a declared accept, 
ation of the good service an eminent member had done to them, and, as they 
•aid, to the whole kingdom, that it was moved, he being present, * that the 
speaker might, in the name of the whole house, give him thanks ; and 
tnen, that every member might, as a testimony of his particular acknow- 
ledgment, stir or move his hat towards him:* the which (though not 
ordered) when very many did, the lord Falkland (who believed the service 
itself not to be of that moment, and that an honourable and generous 
person would not have stooped to it for any recompence,) instead of movir^ 
his hat, stretched both his arms out and clasped his hands together upon Me 
crown qf his hat, and held it dose down to his head; that all men might 
see, how odious that fiattery was to him, and the very approbation of the 
person, though at that time most popular. .... At the leaguer before 
Gloucester, when bis friends passionately reprehended him for exposing 
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Whitelocke and Ruahworlh have de-' 
imilar strain, the cirmmBlancet of his death. 
ning of the fight, they lell ub, he called for 
:, and told his friends gaily, that if he were 
battle they should not And his body in foul 
answer to their serious and passionate en- 
n not to engage, " as not being a military 
ore seriously and with an air of inespressi- 
replied that he was weary of hit country's 
" did believe he should be out of it ere 



lese eventful occurrences Cromwell remained 
lire, and performed so many signal acts of 
hat and the neighbouring counties, that the 
rdered a lery of an additional 2000 men • 
under his command, and he was joined with 
(formerly, lord Kimbolton, but now raised 
ge by his father's death) in the command of 
icialed counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, 
Huntingdon, and Hertford. The ill advised 
f Newcastle and the king, among other disas- 
to the royal cause, of course opened Manches- 
■ from London to Lincolnshire, where, with 
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Upwards of 7000 infantry, he at once joined Cromwell. 
At the same moment Newcastle's advance against Hull 
released sir Thomas Fairfax and his horse — of no service 
in a beleaguered town — and Cromwell was also joined 
in Lincolnshire by that already famous as modest soldier. 
It was now Verging to the close of the fighting season 
of 1643. On the 9th of October the junction was 
effected at Boston, and on the llth^ the command being 
nominally Manchester's but in reality Cromwell's, the 
campaign began. 

On marching against Hull, lord Newcastle, in addition 
to strong garrisons left in Lincoln and Gainsborough^ 
had committed the royal posts of the county to a brave 
and veteran officer, sir John Henderson, who earnestly 
desired, and eagerly watched for an opportunity, to 
measure swords with Cromwell. The opportunity oc* 
curred on the 12th, when, by a capital manoeuvre^ 
Henderson came up with Fairfax, Cromwell, and their 
cavalry, at Waisby field, near Homcastle, while Man- 
chester was yet with his infantry a long day's march in 
the rear, — and threatened destruction to them with a force 
almost thrice as numerous as their own. Cromwell 
paused for a moment — drew up his men — andresolyed 
to give battle. ^< Come," said the gallant Fairfax with 
inspiration scarcely second to his own, " let us fall on ! 
I never prospered better than when I fought against the 
enemy three or four to one." * 

Then was seen the secret of Cromwell's extraordinary 
influence over his determined Ironsides. In an instant 
he circulated through their ranks the watch- word — 
Truth and Peace — gave out a psalm which the offi- 
cers and men at once, as the Greek soldiers took up their 
song of freedom, uplifted with united voices, and then 

* The Scottish Dove, Oct 13— SO. 1643. The same Journal closes its 
account thus : — " There were slain in the pursuit (which was Aill six miles) 
about GOO : and many drowned in the chase : 114 were found dead in the 
water and mires the next dav : there was also about 70O or 800 taken 
prisoners, and 18 colours at the least ; these were brought in the first 
night, also their waggons ; many more colours it is like were lost in the 
chase : the horse and arms that were taken were more than the men 
doubled.'* 
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>n Cromwell's word to chargp in thf 
r HiQH, on Ihe afitonished enemy, 
tern in mid-charge, bat did little e: 
>ped spurs to their horses with more furiou 
I receiving another Tolley as they fell upon ih 
ig royalist column, it struck down the hon 
iwell. HiE rider was in frightful danger for 
id as he rose from the ground was again Btruc 
the hand (as it was thought) of air IngTas 
For some moments he lay unconscious amoni 
. Again recovering, he seized a " sony horse 
! of his troopers, and joined the hand to hani 
Lth terrible fierceness. The royalists, hrokeo 
■d, and dismayed, had never recovered the firs 
They now gave way in all directions, and dii 
their flight, lillj after Buffering terrible slaughte) 

I reached the gates of Lincoln.* 
engagement bad a striking effect. It closed tb 
s campaign of 1643 with a gleam of bri^htes 
the parliamentary cause. It so startled Charle 
s reported to have exclaimed to his friends, " 
lat some would do me ihe good fortune to brlnj 

II to roe, alive or dead!*' It moved Newcastl 
position, for, as soon as he heard of it, havinj 

t before, suffered from a gallant sortie out o 
nducled by Fairfax's father, be raised the si^ 
osed his forces into winter quarters. 
o Cromwell and Manchester. They had ye 
irk to do, Caslles and fortified towns wer 
> them, money raised, royalists kept in cbecli 
strengthened, and the entire borders of th 
ssociation placed in a state of security. No 
lis had been completely done, and the increasinj 
of the weather left no opportunity for socl 

''■■ccount will be found (obeir out UilidHcriptiDii. "Alth 
Ui and Ps««,' Cnnnwdl'i ' IhlTtr-Hien Iroopi of hane u 
' he otaierf E*. " hlniHir al theic faHd, ulTiiiicHliiiiHtnf pulnu 
icir elu^, howefcr. umll air John Heixknan'g ■ elBhi;.wven 
Ecii coming dawn upon Ihem. bid ftred : lot Ihoa riCwt," ii] 
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exertions farther^ were their forces disposed for the 
winter. 

Yet not even this put a stop^ however temporary^ to 
tile exertions of Cromwell. Under a commission from 
the parliament^ he was appointed lieutenant governor of 
the Isle of £ly, (^' with the like power of levying money 
there for his forces as the earl of Manchester had in 
the associated counties/') and he chiefly employed the 
winter in raising funds, hy means allowahle or otherwise, 
from the colleges in Camhridge and the cathedrals of 
Peterborough* and Ely^ for the purposes of the ensuing 
campaign. 

His exertions in Cambridge, however^ had another 
and more important object in addition to this. The 
tendencies of both universities^ it is almost needless to 
say, were of the strongest possible kind towards the 
cause of Charles^ since the cause of the church was 
supposed to be identified with his person. Their means 
of disseminating those opinions were also great, and their 

* The royalist Mercurius Aulicus tells us that in ** Cambridge the lord 
Grey of Warke and Master Cromwell did the last week deal very earnestly 
with the heads of colleges to lend QOOOi. for the public use ; and that the 
motion not being barkened to, they kept them all in custody till midnight, 
except Dr. Brownrigg, the bishop of Exeter, and Dr. Love ; that the said 
heads being adi ised to assemble the next day about it, and refusing to do 
so, were called to the lord Grey's lodging, and being asked the reason of 
their refusal, made answer by the biiihop of Exeter, whom they had chosen 
ibr their speaker, that they had before consulted the whole university, who 
had resolved that thev could not comply with th^ir desires in that p'lrticular, 
as being directly against their consciences ; that Cromwell, when he found 
them stick to their resolution, said to a friend of his who was then in the 
place, they would have been content with a 1000/. or less for the present 
turn \ not that so little money could have done them good, but that the 
people might have thought that one of the two universities had been on 
their side. And it was also certified, that when they tailed to get money 
by that means, in a fair and voluntary way, they took by violence fh>m the 
bursars of diverse colleges such monies as were already brought in unto 
them ; and fVom the tenants of such colleges as dwelt near at hand, such 
monies as they had in readiness to pay their rents ; and well we know what 
they were counted in the former times, when law and justice were in 
fashion, who, when a man refused to deliver his purse, used to take it 
ttom him.... It was advertized," says a subsequent number of the journal 
quoted above, '* this day flrom Peterborough that colonel Cromwell had 
bestowed a visit upcm that little city, and put them to the charge of his en- 
tertainment, plundering a great part thereof to discharge the reckoning ; 
and further, that in pursuance of the thorough reformation, he did moat 
miserably deface the cathedral church, break down the organs, and destroy 
the glass windows, committing many outrages on the house of 6od, which 
were not acted by the Goths in the sack of Rome, and are most commonlf 
forborne by the Turks, when they possess themselves by force of a Christian 
city." 



in proportion, of a kind tnd degree whieh it 
necessary, if posEible, to reduce. Oxford waa 
irer of the royalista and therefore out of the 
3Ut Cambridge was happily in that part of tbe 
vhere Ihe militery strength of the parliameat 
)mi*ell accordingly, to prepare the way tot 
isconteniplated.garrisoned the town, and when, 
t time after, Manchester visited the university 
arliament's coiDmisBion for efiecting its reforin, 
was hia chief adriser and agent in al! that 
Malters had changed a little now since th« 
of llil studentship there! 

form may be briefly described. It began by 
ion and confirmation of the foimdation and 
f the university, in the shape of an order issued 
J houses, and declaring that, — whereas doubts 
suggested, upon the ordinance for the seques- 
the estates of delinquents, whether the estates 
lerent bodies in that unirersity came within 
ion of the ordinance — the meaning of parlia- 
that these estates and revenues should be ia 
^uestrable, but that (he sequestrations should 
y upon the individual who had been pro- 
lelinquent, and that no longer than during the 
he would otiierwEse have received or enjoyed 
mues. Another ordinance was then passed, 
ig the earl of Manchester to appoint com- 
bo were entided to call before them all pro- 
iters, fellows, and students of the university, 
ir complaints against such as were scandaloua 
vea, ill affected to the parliament, fomenters 
!sent unnatural war, or who had deserted the 
)laces of their residence ; and to examine wit- 
nipport of these complaints. The committees 
ake their report to the Serjeant major general, 
power ta eject such as he should judge unfit 
ifiices, and to put in their places persons whom 
. nominate, and who should be approved by 
bly of divines sitting at Westminster. 
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Accordingly^ immediately on Manchester's arrival, h^ 
issued his warrants to the different colleges and halls m 
the university^ forthwith to send to him their statute^ 
with the names of their memhers^ and to certify to him 
who were present, and who.ahsent^ with the express 
time of their discontinuance. Two days later^ he sent 
to the officers of the different colleges, requiring them 
to appear before him within a certain limited time to 
answer such inquiries as he or his commissioners might 
judge fit to make. Three days after this stipulated 
period the great reform took place, and is thus described 
by Mr. Godwin : — " The number of the colleges wa9 
sixteen ; and of these the heads of six were allowed^ 
and gave their consent, to retain their former stations. 
Ten new heads of colleges were appointed ; and these 
appear to have been selected with great propriety and 
judgment. Two of them were Benjamin Whichoote 
and Ralph Cudworth, men of unquestionable literary 
eminence, but particularly the latter^ qualified to do 
honour to any seminary for education in the world. 
Another was Thomas Young, the preceptor and friend 
of Milton. The remainder, though their names are not so 
familiar to our ears, were men of great learning, high 
respectability, and unblemished life. A few days later^ 
sixty-five fellows were ejected from the different colleges^ 
and their places filled by others, nominated by Man- 
chester, and approved by the assembly of divines. The 
ordinance of parliament empowered the serjeant major 
general to dispose of a fifth part of all the estates or 
revenues he should sequester, for the benefit of the re- 
latives of the persons ejected.' ' 

The tremendous campaign of 1644 now began. On 
the 19th of January^ l644^ S0,000 Scotchmen, for 
the most part veteran soldiers and under the guidance 
of experienced officers, crossed the Tweed to co-operate 
with the parliamentary forces. Such was the opportune 
fruit borne by that solemn League and Covenant which 
the genius of Vane had achieved.* Charles, meanwhile, 

• See Life of Vane, pp^ 58—67. 



nee with the rebel* * in Irduid, and thoa- 
time joining the ro^al standard from that 
miry, enlarged and exasperated the now 
i deadly diviuon between Charlea and his 
ined nil^ecta. 

■ of the parliament were at the opening of 
71 distributed in four great divistonB. Basex 
had each 10,000 men for the midland 
the west — under Manchester and Ciotnw^ 
leld the snperior commission of lieatenant 
,000 men chiefly of CrontweU'e invinciktie 
nrolled for the associated countiea of the east 
ax and hia father were ordered to co-operate 
Ots. Charles, on the other hand, held a 
,000 at Oxford, and in the norUi under 
force of 34,000. Ireland poured him forth 
leo aa from an inexhanatible hive, and in 
ters of the land garriBoiiB and fljing bands 
I at his need. With the obstinate weakness 
ter, however, while the rising genius of such 
nweil and Fairfax threatened an opposition 
ai numbers shonld be aa nothing, be named 
lander in chief, in the teeth of much remon- 
liTen, a Scot, now created earl of Brentford, 
rd Clarendon says, " he was much decayed 
I, which had never been vigorous, being 
with Uie cUBtom of immoderate drinking. 
trate to the greatest degree that can be ima- 
nry deaf; a man of few words, but leho 
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usttaUy delivered that as his opinion which he foresam 
would be grateful to the kingJ* Herein was the secret of 
his appointment. 

Fairfax made the first movement of the campaign^ in 
marching from Lincolnshire through the depths of a 
terrible winter against lord Byron^ who^ with an army 
of Irish^ was then besi^ng Nantwich in Cheshire. 
Here Byron was routed with severe loss — of the 3000 
foot he commanded^ only 1000 having escaped death 
or capture. Fairfax was deficient in horse^ and thereby 
the enemy's horse escaped. The notorious George 
Monk was taken prisoner in this action^ and after 
some imprisonment in the Tower entered the parlia- 
ment's service^ became an active and influential gene^ 
ral^ and in the end the vile and appropriate instrument 
of the Restoration. 

Answering the orders of the parliament^ Fairfax now 
marched back to Yorkshire^ joined his father lord Fair- 
fax, with whom he defeated at Selby the royalist 
governor of York^ colonel Bellasis^ who had striven to 
interpose between the junction^ and, once more master 
of the midland Yorkshire districts^ prepared to march to 
the reUef of the army of the covenant. The latter, under 
the command of lord Leven^ were at this time much dis- 
tressed in Northumberland by the force of the marquis 
of Newcastle — having crossed the Tyne^ vainly threat-* 
ened the town of Newcastle^ and^ as much harassed by 
want of provisions and forage as by the enemy's con-> 
stant skirmishes and the weather^ continued in face of 
the marquis's army without venturing to advance against 
him. 

At this critical moment^ when some resolution on the 
part of the royalist chief might have put a sudden and 
premature period to our old friends of the covenant^ 
Fairfax's victory at Selby created a panic at York^ and 
the marquis of Newcastle^ at the earnest entreaty of his 
friends in that city (now so fearfully exposed), fell 
back on York^ and opened for his enemies their most 
desired position. . Fairfax and Leven met with their 



;h«rby on the 20th of April, and at once 
nvest York, into which tbe marquis had 
is cavaliere. And now, hj a most c^por- 
It, MaocbeBter and Cromwell (youngVine 
avelled with them) joined theii splendid 
le of the besi^^ni — broke off at once an 
irhich Newcastle, serioueljr alarmed for 
contrived to inveigle Fairfax— and pushed 
1 batteries againet York with all necessary 
attack of a town in tihoee days, however, 
natter of science it has since become ; the 
led OS thej were, were yet insufficient for 
.Testmeat of Hich a wide extent of walk 
iver ; and the BJege of York was nothing 
insular blockade, diver^fied with furious 
)w and then, some desperate asssults on 

the movemenia of the midland and west- 
in our stlention. Esses and Waller, with 
nen, had marched against Charles in two 
. the intention of shutting him up in 
situation became even more critical than 
istle at York. The Isis was crossed b; 
'harwell by Eesex, and tbe two armies 
1 in the forces of Charles, to be driven at 
i walls of the city. 

remity it was that one of the very ablest 
the whole war was accomplished by this 
ince. . A body of foot with cannon was 
, the south entrance of the city, as if for 
the purpose of drawing Waller's atten- 
de; and then the king, with all the ca- 
K) chosen foot, quitted Oxford in silence 
;ale as soon as night set in on the 3d of 
arching between the two armieB of the 
. at Hanborough by daybreak of the 4th, 
TUoon halted for a short time at fiurford. 
secret marches thus he arrived at Wof- 
1 Worcester at Bewdley. 
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While atTickenhall (then called Ticknm)near Bewd- 
ley^ news reached hhn from York of the dangerous posi- ' 
tion of the marquis of Newcastle — ^who had written that 
he could not hold out more than six weeks or two months 
without heing relieyed. The fate of the city and its 
heaieged then at once struck Charles to he the imminent 
crisis of his cause^ since supposing York surrendered^ 
or the army of Newcastle were beaten or dispersed^ Essex 
and Waller^ already strong enough for him in the south 
and west^ would become altogether irresistible by the 
accession of the northern armies. Flinging aside> there- 
fore^ his first project of effecting an ultimate and speedy 
junction in the south with Rupert (whose impetuosity 
had just effected some daring successes and diversions 
in Cheshire and Lancashire), and thus at least secur- 
ing the probable safety of the midland counties — he at 
once sat down and wrote the following letter (dated 
Ticknill^ 14 June^ 1644) to his nephew. I copy it 
from the original^ among the papers with which the kind- 
ness of lord Nugent has entrusted me.* The writing is 
shaken and unsteady. The hand of the writer^ almost 
always unusually firm and beautiful^ had been unable to 
hold its precision in that anxious and fatiguing moment. 
The letter presents a singular contrast in this respect to 
a short note to Rupert in the same collection^ written 
from Newport^ with extreme beauty and most exquisite 
firmness^ within a few months of his execution.t 

" Nepubi7> — First I must congratulat with you, for 
your good successes, asseuring you that the things them- 

* It was, hawwec, in a slightly incoirect state, printed from some copy 
taken at the time (and preserved among sir Edward Nicholas's manu. 
scripts) in the Evelyn Memoirs a few years ago. 

f Tne mere st^le and manner of writing to bis n^hew in this note 
is also very touchmg. It is written on small note paper, and looks as if it 
had undergone much trouble and many adventures oefore it reached its 
destination. — ** Newport, Saterday : 28 of Oct. 1648. Dbarbbt Nepueu,— 
For want of a cypher, l have chosen this most trusty messenger WilL 
Lysle to acquaint you with a business wch is of great importance for my 
service ; for wch I have comanded him to desyre, in my name, both your 
advise & assistance ; of wch knowing your aflfection to me, I am so 
confident, that I will say no more, but only to desyre you. to give Aill 
credit to this bearer ; & to give him a quick dispach for his sake who is 
your loving OncLe and most faithAill friend ^ CaAELBs R.'* ^ 

VOL. VI. K 



BRITISH STATEBNEH. 

ir no more welcome to me, then that you tr die 
■»: I know the importance of the supplying you 
lowder for w'' I have taken all posu)^ waia, hav- 
nt both to Ireland & Briatow; as from Oxford this 

is well satisfied, that it is impossible to have at 
t; but if he tell you that I may spare them from 

I leave you to judge, having but 36 left ; but 
[ can gett from Bristow (of W^^ there ia not much 
itie it being threatened to be heueged) ^oa ahall 

. . Bat now I roust give jou the trew atat of my 
B, v'*^ if their condition be aucb, aa enforaea me 
: you mere peremptorie comande tiien I teovld viU- 
toe, you must not take it ill. IJ" Yorke be iott T 
ste&me my Crovme little lease, unlesse supported by 
uddaine Marche to me, & a Miraculous Conquest 
South, before the effects of the Northeren power, 
! fouad heere ; but if Yorke be relived & job 
be Rebelles Armies of botbe Kingdoraes, w*''' ar 
it, then but otherwais not, I mag posaiblee make a 
'upon the defensive) to spinn oat tyme, antili you 
to a»eist me : Wherefor / comaitd S; conjure 
y the detnty Sf affection Kf* I kTumi you beare me, 
idl new enterprises laide asyde) you. {mediately 

(according to your first intention) with all your 

the relife qf Yorke ; but if that be eather lost, 
e fried themselfea from the beseigers, or that for 
if ponder, you cannot undertake tiiat worke, that 
lediatly march, with your whole atrenih, directly 
ster, to assist me & my Array, without whj or 
saving relived Yorke by beating 0ie Scots, all the 
ses you can afterteardt have, nwit infaUAly, otB 
'e^te unto me. You may belive that nothing but 
reame neceasety could make me wryte thus unto 
therfor, in this case, 1 can no wayes dont of your 
lall eomplyance with your louing Onde & most 

1 frend Charles R. . . . I commanded thi^ bearer 
iLe to you concerning Vavisor." 

letter no doubt completely vindicates Rupert in the 
he adopted on receiving it, though it does not ok- 
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cuse his haughty pride in concealing the fact of his having 
received such a letter.* But I ai|g anticipating. "When 
his uncle's commands reached him, he made at once for 
York. Some time hefore, he had relieved Newark, taken 
Stockport, Bolton, and Liverpool, and raised the siege 
of Latham House after its gallant defence hy the famous 
countess of Derhy. He was therefore moved with the 
elation of a victor, added to his natural rashness. He 
took with him some newly arrived Irish regiments, 
picked up Newcastle's cavalry hy the way, captured se-* 
veral posts as he went along, and penetrated into York- 
shire. 

During the progress of this march the king was ex- 
ecuting another admirahle movement. Essex and Waller 
took for granted that his previous forced march must 
he for Liverpool to join Rupert, and therefore Waller 
threw himself at once hetween Charles and Shrewsbury 
to intercept his passage. Essex, in the mean time, 
having the greater ordnance and the heavier carriages, 
felt these quick marches to be too much for his men, 
and, setting out for the west, left Waller to harass 
Charles. This was the very object the king had sought 
to accomplish — the two armies were separated. He at 

* In the alMence of this evidence of his own complete exculpation, he 
has been made the subject of attack by almost every royalist historian, for 
the unfortunate result of Marston Moor. Clarendon thus alludes to him and 
Newcastle ; — ** The times afterwards grew so bad, and the king's aflfkirs 
succeeded so ill, that there was no opportunity to call either of those two 
great persons to account for what they had done, or what they had left 
undone Nor did either of them ever think fit to make anv particular 
relation of the grounds of their proceeding, or the causes of their misad- 
ventures, by way of excuse to the king, or for their own vindication. 
Prince Rupert, only to Ms friends^ and <0er the murder qf the kingt pro^ 
dmsed a letter in the ktng'M own hand, which he received when he was upon 
his march firom Lancashire towards York ; in which his majesty said, * that 
his affairs were in so very ill a state, that it would not be enough, though his 
highness raised the si^e from York, if he had not likewise beaten the Scotch 
army ;* which he understood to amount to no less than a peremptory order to 
fight, * upon what disadvantage soever :* and added, * that the disadvantage 
was so great, the enemy being so much superior in number, it was no wonder 
be lost the day.' But eu the king*s letter would not bear that sense, n6 the 
greatest cause of the misfortune was the precipitate entering upon the 
battle, as soon as the enemy drew off, and without consulting at all with 
the marquis of Newcastle, and his officers ; who must needs know more of 
the enemy, and consequently how they were best to be dealt with, than his 
highness could do." The noble historian had evidently neither seen the 
letter in the text, nor been correctly informed of its contents, 
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once battened bsck to Oxford bj marches as qaicb a* 
those of his inasterly cgnm from it — and Waller, 
Bmartiog with the addidonal deceit thiu practised on 
Iiini, agun retnnied to the banks of the Charwell, and, 

>«.}..> hotly and indiscreetly offering battle there, 

ted with conudenhle Ion. 
was DOW within sight of York with^an umj 

men. The be»egers broke up on his ap- 
nd after an attempt to iotercept him, whidi 

conducted by Fairfax, but which Rnpert 
y fetching a masterly compass with his army, 
drew to Hessey Moor. Here, in a council of 
Serence of opinion arose — the Scots were for 
;, the Enghsh for fighting — and by some con- 
is that do not appear, the council for retreat 

for a time (amidst jealousies which alreiKly 
: confederacy to the centre, and warned Croto- 
Fairfax of what they had next to do !), and 
back on Tadcaster. 

uaaiou as painful, but with results more fatal, 
he same instant going on within the walls of 
iVhat the chivalrous and somewhat fantastic* 
had dreaded, was now at hand. The young, 
roud, overbearing, fiery Rupert, was in contact 

ceremoniouB, courteous, refined, and high. 
Newcastle — and a quarrel directly followed. 
e bad wisely counselled delay ; pointed out the 
e already gained by the prince's airi^al alone; 

1 the differences which he had reason to suspect 
listracted the councils of the enemy, and the 
i benefit of merely leaving their dissensions to 
nd closed with an earnest entreaty to Rupert, 
ing thrown merely a fresh supply of men ind 
IS into York, he would at once inarch back to 

: Oxford. Rupert in answer 
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pleaded orders from tlie king, which (being too haughty 
to produce them) Newcastle is suj^osed to have dis- 
belieyed ; but more strongly than on these orders the 
prince stood out on his own conviction of the necessity of 
some daring achievement that should ^^ disperse and 
annihilate" the enen^y. Newcastle smiled in scorn, 
but submitted. Some of his friends implored him not 
to take part in the battle, since it seemed his command 
was taken from him ; to which he answered that, hap- 
pen what would, he would not shun to fight, for he 
had no other ambition than to live and die a loyal sub- 
ject.* 

On Marston Moor the rival armies met. The par- 
liamentarians were in retreat on the Tadcaster road 
when a cloud of Rupert's hor^ threatened their rear. 
Orders ran along the line at once to countermand the 
march, the troops of the van were recalled, and a posi- 
tion taken up for battle as favourable as the time 
allowed. So many contradictory statements have been 
published of the memorable fight which followed, that 
it requires no little care to present it fairly and intelli- 
gibly to the reader. 

Across a portion of the parliamentary front ran a 
broad and deep drain. To the right the ground was 
broken, and entrenched, as it were, with natural fences 
and lanes, though farther beyond the flank, was the 
open moor. To the left the ground was entirely barren, 
unencumbered, and unprotected, terminating also in the 
moor. In the centre lords Fairfax^ and Leven formed, 
with a reserve of horse for the second line of infantry — 
on either wing (an advantageous position it will be at 
once observed) the cavalry was brought up and planted. 
Sir Thomas Fairfax held the right, Cromwell and Man- 
chester the left. 

Rupert gazed at a distance while these thick and dark 
masses were forming before him. His customary haste 
had far outstripped his own glittering thousands behind, 
but tliey now came rapidly up and formed at his com- 

• The Life of Newcastle, p. 47. 
K 3 



t the drain he planted four infantry bcigad^> 
; them with Goiing's borse against the enemy's 
JBpoeed with great skill hirge masBCB of troops 
> right of the combined armies, and took up a 
lere with his owncavaliyoppoBite the borse of 

iw, on the 2d of July, 'l64S, gazii^ with 
inveterate determination at each other, these 
IfjectB of one king, stood upon Marston Moor, 
« from a city wherein every boom of the 
mon would strike upon the inhalntantB m the 
[ of a friend or brother. The lines of the pac- 
ins had begun to form as early as ten in the 
-the royaUst preparations were complete at 
c in the afternoon— it was now within a quar- 
en — yet there still stood those 'formidatde 
ch awaiting from the other, with a silent and 
lense, the signal of battle, 
ras seen at last in the dark quarter of Maa- 
ind Cromwell's Independents, and a part of 
iirjr moTed upon the drain. Secure from 
e ditch Rupert's' musketeers at once poured 
this advancing column a heavy and murder- 
nd it was in vain the parliamentarians at- 
o form under the plunging batteries directed 
:m simultaneously from the rear. At that mo- 
seen the genius of CromweU. With a pas~ 
^lamation to his Ironsides, he ordered them to 
nd the ditch to their right, clear the broken ' 
id fall in with himself upon the cavalry of 
Lte Goring, The movement occupied some- 
fearful slaughter was meanwhile suffered by 
t's infantry; but, having once emerged, these 

republicans stood, for an instant, to receive, 
:, the onset of Goring's horse, and then "like 
ibled from its basis by an earthquake," rolled 

th^n. Nothing could withstand that asto- 
large. The cavaliers who survived, offered no 
dstance, but wheeled off to join the horse of 
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Rupert. Cromwell and his men next struck the guns 
and sabred the artillerymen beside them^ and then, with 
as much leisurely order as at parade^ rode towards the 
drain. £very place was deserted as they advanced. One 
spot of ground only still held upon it, for an instant^ 
the marquis of Newcastle's unflinching regiment of old 
tenants and retainers^ and was covered the instant after 
with an " unbroken line " of honourable dead. Their 
victory was complete^ and the right wing of the royalists 
irrecoverably broken. 

Rupert and his cavalry had meanwhile obtained as 
great a victory on the left. The encumbered ground on 
which Fairfax stood was most unfavourable to an ad- 
vancing movement. Rupert accordingly stood keenly 
by till he saw the parliamentary forces stagger under 
the heavy charges poured upon them as they emerged in 
narrow columns through ditches and lanes^ and then, 
with his characteristic impetuosity^ charged^ overthrew, 
routed and dispersed both foot and cavalry, with tre- 
mendous slaughter. 

The after meeting of the two victors decided the day. 
While the centres were unsteadily engaged, Cromwell, 
who had held his triumphant Ironsides steadily in hand, 
and checked their pursuit in the very nick of time, 
ordered them suddenly to face round and wheel upon 
their centre to the left. Rupert had given a similar 
order to his conquering cavalry to wheel round on their 
centre to the right ; and now, with a shock more terrible 
than any of this terrible day, these desperate leaders, 
each supposing himself the victor, dashed each in front 
of a victorious foe I Cromwell received a wound in the 
neck, and the alarm for his safety gave a slight appear- 
ance of momentary unsteadiness even to his gallant 
Ironsides, but they rallied with redoubled fury, and in 
conjunction with Lesly, an accomplished Scotch officer, 
who led up at the moment a brilliant attack, fairly 
swept Rupert off the field.* 

* This description is founded on acareAil perusal of the various accounts 
of the time. I subjoin a few poinU in illustration or addition from the 
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1S6 BBITISH 8TATB61IBK. 

It was DOW ten o'clock^ and bj the melancholy dusk 
which enveloped the Moor^ -might be seen a fearfd 



Gasettes of the day. " Thane was a great ditdi between theenemy and m, 
which ran along the front of the tuttle, only between the earl of Manchea- 
ter's foot and the enemy there was a plain ; in this ditch the enemy bad 
placed four brigades of their best foot, which, upon the advance of our battle, 
were forced to give ground. The right wing of our foot had several mis- 
fortunes, for beCwixt them and the enemy there was no passage but at a 
narrow lane, where they could not march above three or four in front : 
upon the one side of the lane was a ditch, and on the other an hedge, both 
whereof were lined with musqueteers, notwithstanding sir Thomas Fairfax 
charged gallantly, but the enemy keeping themselves m a body, and receiv- 
ing them by threes and fours, as they marched out of the lane; and (by 
what mistake I know not) sir Thomas Fairfax, his new levied regimento 
being in the van, they wheeled about, and. being hotly pursued by the 
enemy, came back upon the lord Fairfax's foot, and the reserve of the Scot- 
tish foot, broke them wholly, and trod the most part of them under foot. 
. . ..Lieut -gen. Cromwell charged prince Rupert's horse with exceed- 
ing great resolution and maintunra his chaige with no less valour. 
Gen..m^jor J^esly charged the earl of Newcastle's brigade of White 
Coats, and cut them wholly off, forty excepted, who were taken prisoners ; 
and after them charged a brigade of Oreen Coats, whereof they cut ott a 
great number, and put the rest to the rout ; which service being per- 
formed, he charged the enemy's horse (with whom lieut.gen. Cromwell 
was engaged) upon the flank, and in a very short space the enemy's whole 
cavalry was routed, on whom our fore troops did execution to the 
walls of York, but our body of horse kept theirground. Lieut-gen. Crom- 
well and major-gen. Lesly being joined, and receiving advertisement 
that our foot were engaged with the enemv's horse and foot, marched to 
their assistance, and met with the enemy's horse (being retreated upon the 
repulse they had f^om the Scottish foot) at the same pUce of disadvantage 
where they had routed our horse formerly ; and, indeed, their success was 
answerable, if not much worse, for we routed them wholly, killed and took 
their chief officers, and most part of their standards. After which we set 
upon the rear of their foot, and with the assistance of our main battle, 
which all this time stood firm, we put them wholly to the rout, killed 
many, and took their officers, and colours, and by this time we had no 
enemy in the field. We took all their ordnance, being in number 25, 
near 13() barrels of powder, besides what was blown, up* by the com- 
mon soldiers, above an hundred colours, and 10,000 arms, beddes two 
waggons of carbines and pistols of spare arms. There were killed upon the 
place 3000, whereof, upon a judicious view of the dead bodies, two parts ap. 
peared to be gentlemen and officers. There were 1500 prisoners taken, 
whereof, sir Charles Lucas, lieut.-gen. of the earl of Newcastle's horse, 
major.gen. Porter, and major-gen. Tillier, besides divers colonels, 
lieutenant-colonels, and majors. The loss upon our part, blessed 
be God, is not great, being only one lieutenant-colonel, some few captains, 
and not SCO common soldiers. "-.(M«re. Brit. 8 July, 16M.) . . . ** Thjs battle 
bein^ begun, at the first, some of our horse were put into disorder, but 
rallying again, we fell on with our whole body, killed and took their chief 
officers, and took most part of their standards and colours, 25 pieces 
of ordnance, near 150 barrels of powder, 10,000 arras, two waggons of 
carbines, and pistols, killed 3000, and 1503 prisoners taken." — {Perf. IHur. 
9 July, 1644) . . ** It will not be amiss, therefore, to insert something which 
came not befbre now to our knowledge, which is, t^at there were slain of 
the enemy's side, the lord Carew, son to the earl of Monmouth, sir William 
Lampton, Davenant the poet, and many others also; that the councils of 
the prince and others designed, the most valiant of the popish par^, 
to encounter the wing commanded by lieut-gen. Cromwell; and, m 
particular, prince Rupert had designed certain troops of horse, all Irish, 
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-fiight. Five thousand dead bodies of Englishmen lay 
Jbeaped upon that fatal ground. The distinctions which 
separated in life these sons of a common country seemed 
trifling now ! The plumed helmet embraced the strong 
steel cap as they rolled on the heath together, and the 
loose love-lock of the careless cavalier lay drenched in 
the dark blood of the enthusiastic republican. 

But it is not with such thotghts the victors trouble 
themselves now. They have achieved the greatest con- 
quest of the war, and the whole of the northern counties 
of England are open to the parliament's sway. The 
headstrong Rupert has received a memorable lesson, and 
retreats in calamity and disgrace towards Chester. The 
marquis of Newcastle, weary of a strife never suited to 
his taste, but hateful to him now, crosses the sea afi 
exile.* Fifteen hundred prisoners remain with Man- 



and all papists, to give the first charge to that brigade or party, in which 
coL Cromwell was ; and that they did confidently believe there was not 
a man of them but would die, rather than flv, but they missed their expect- 
ations, for manv of them being siain in the place, the rest fled."— (Par/. 
Scout, Id July, 1644.) . . . '* Col. Cromwell finding the passages strait, and 
musqueteers lining the hedges, thought it not fit to advance any ftirther 
after the prince, but is returned to York with his horse, not worn to skin 
and bone, but only breathed a little."— (Pari. Scout, 19 July, 1644.) 

* He remained abroad till the restoration. I subjoin portions of Cla- 
rendon's character of him, which, if not fair in all things, is in all things 
graphic and amusing : — *' It was a greater wond6r, that he sustained the 
vexation and fatigue of war so long, than that he broke from it with so 
little circumspection. He was a very fine gentleman, active and Aill of 
courage, and most accomplished in those qualities of horsemanship^ dancing 
and fencing, which accompany a good breeding ; in which his delight was. 
Besides that he was amorous in poetry and' music, to which he indulged 
the greatest part of his time ; and nothing could have tempted him out of 
those paths of pleasure which he enjoyed in a Aill and ample fortune, but 
honour and ambition to serve the king when he saw him in distress, and 
abandoned by most of those who were in the highest degree obliged to him, 
and by him. He loved monarchy, as it was the foundation and support ci 
his own greatness ; and the church, as it was well constituted for the 
splendour and security of the crown ; and religion, as it cherished and 
maintained that order and obedience tiut was necessary to both ; without 
any 4>ther passion for the particular opinions which were grown up in it, 
and distinguished it into parties, than as he detested whatsoever was like 
to disturb the public peace. He had a particular reverence for the person 
of the king, and the more extrandinary devotion for that of the prince, as 
he had had the honour to be trusted with his education as his governor. 
... He liked the pomp and absolute authority of a general well, and pre- 
served tlie dignity of it to the fUU , and for the discharge of the outward 
Jtale, and circumstances of it, in acts of courtesy, aflOO^ty, bounty, and 
generosity, he ^Munded ; which in the infancy of a war, became him, and 
made him, for some time, very acceptable to men of all conditions. But U19 
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Fairfax, Leven, and Cromwell — the valuaUe 
X of the vanquished — artiUery, small Brms, 
laggage, and militarj chest — all haa been left in 
ctorious bands. 

ly half of hii entire kingdom was now hopeless! j 
Charles I. Wae it possible he sbonld ever he 
recover it ? The question was one which no 
■oae again and agun in the breast of Cromwell, 
ay in his tent the night after this memorable 
By one of two means he might recover all. 
iccession of necessary victories to achieve it by 
)uld hardly be hoped for — but there was such a 
s treachery ; such a thing as success afraid of 
itt shadow it cast before its mighty shape ; snch 

as imbecility, worse than treachery — as bigotry, 
hui all ; and utdess these vile forces could be 
red, of what avaU had been all other victories, 
t avail would be all the suffirings and sacrifices 
iimphs yet to come. No doubt these thoughla, 
■e flian the fatigues and anjdetiea of the day, or 
ind he had received in the last decisive charge, 
liat night a sleepless night for Cromwell. 

wound, however, was certainly slight, since it 

prevented his second rally for the final charge, 
hheld him from discharging a sacred office of 
!lip to one of his brothers-in-law, by communi- 

in the following letter (dated July 5 164>4), the 
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melancholy tidings of a son's death. How well it is 
adapted to its purpose. The exaltation of the victory 
which opens the letter^ and which^ in those days of 
puhlic enthusiasm, might possibly assist in alleviating 
even such a private sorrow^ — then the affectionate praise 
of the dead, which so tenderly embalms his memory. 
It is strange that such letters as these have not before 
enriched the records of Cromwell's character or history. 
'^ Deere Sir^ — It's our duty to sympathyze in idl 
mercies ; that wee praise the Lord together^ in Chastise- 
ments or Try alls that soe wee may sorrowe together. 
Truly England, and the Church of God, hath had a great 
favor from the Lord in this great Victorie given unto us, 
such as the like never was since this War begunn. It 
had all the evidences of an absolute Victorie obtained by 
the Lord's blessinge upon the Godly partye principally. 
Wee nefser charged but wee routed the enimie. The lefte 
Winge which I commanded, being our ovme horse, 
saving a few Scottes in our reere, beat all the Prince's 
Horse. God made them as stubble to our Sords, Wee 
charged their regiments offoote with our horse and routed 
all wee charged. The particulars I cannot relate now ; 
but I believe of twenty thousand, the Prince hath not 
four thousand left Give Glory, all the Glory to God. 
. . Sir, God hath taken away your eldest Sonn by a 
Cannoh Shott. Itt brake his legge. Wee were neces-> 
sitated to have itt cut off, whereof hee died. . . • Sir, you 
know my try alls this way^ but the Lord supported mee 
with this, that the Lord tooke him into the happiness wee 
all pant after and live for. There is your precious Child, 
full of Glory, to know sinn nor sorrow any more. Hee 
was a gallant younge man, ewceedinge gracious. God 
give you his comfort. Before his death hee was so full 
of comfort, that to Frank Russell and my selfe hee could 
not expresse it, itt was soe great above his paine. This 
he sayd to us. Indeed itt was admirable. A little after 
hee sayd,, one thinge lay upon his spiritt ; I asked hina 
what that was ; hee told mee that it was that God had 
not suffered him to be noe more the executioner of his 
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ei. At this fall, his horte beinge killed nith tfae 
and u I am informed three horses more, I am 
! bid lAem open to the right and ^ft, ihat hee might 
rogitet run. Truly hee was exceedingly beloved 
Army of all that knew him. But few knew him ; 
: waa a precious younge man, fitt for God. You 
luae to blesae the Lord. He is a glorious Sainct 
,ven, wherein you ought exceedingly to r^oyce. 
iie drinke up your aorroiee. Seinge theise are not 
worda to comfort you ; hut the thinge ia soe real 
idoubted a trath. You may doe all thinges by the 
hof Christ. Seeke that, and you shall easily beare 
ryall. Lett this publike mercy to the Church of 
lake you to forgett your private sorrowe. The 
<e your strength ; soe prayes Your truly faylhfuU 
ivinge Brother, Oliveh Cbomwell. > • .My love to 
aughter and my Cazea Perceval, siater Desbrowe, 
I friends with you." 

he life of Vane, the rise of the Independents, as 
X dTtl power in the state, has been minutely 
d. Ita influence in the army is included in the 
fact that its simple, tolerant, and enlarged Tiews 
rty, were shared by Cromwell's troops. At this 
It its disputes with the presbyteriltns were rife in 
n. The services rendered by the army of Scots 
rengthened the presbyterian claims. Theformi. 
mass- of the assembly of divines seconded them 
Laud>like zeal.* With appalling vehemence, a 
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bigoted unifonnity in church government was pressed 
fbr^ and a restriction of what was called the licentious, 
ness of the press in its opeiung freedom of thought In 
vain the immortal voice of Milton was heard in his 
famous *^Areopagitica" — in vain, that is^ so far as the 
assembly to which it was addressed moved to answer 
the appeal. But not in vain, on at least one of the 
victors of Marston Moor. 

|bi. Nor were the threatenings from London all that 
might be considered formidable. In the aristocratic 
leaders of the army itself elements of danger existed, 
more fearful stilL They had already more than once 
shown an indisposition to look steadily in the face 
that triumphant result of the war which the Cromwells, 
Vanes, and Fairfaxes were now bent upon achiev- 
ing ; and in the tents of almost every officer pitched 
on that northern moor, were jealousies, discussions, and 
heartburnings that, even in such an hour of present 
victory, augured a gloomy close. In the southern and 
western counties what was meanwhile the condition of 
affairs ? 

At Copredy Bridge, we have seen. Waller had sus- 
tained defeat by Charles, who afterwards, pursuing his 
successes, turned upon Essex, and, by a series of mas. 
terly military manoeuvres, cooped him up in Cornwall. 
That well intentioned but fretful general had like a spoiled 
child moved into the west in jealousy of Waller. The 
west was Charles's stronghold. The principle of this 
has been admirably explained by the royalist historian. 
Walker, whose history had the honour to be corrected 
and interlined by the king. It is a principle which in 
some sort explains, too, the character of the war. '^ The 
gentry of this country," he remarks, *^ retain their old 
possessions, their eld tenants, and expect from them 
their ancient reverence and obedience. And, give me 
leave to say, if many of the nobility and gentry of this 
unhappy kingdom had not fallen from the lustre, virtue, 
and honour of their ancestors, and by their luxury been 
necessitated to manumise their villains, but had paid 



e to the majesty and greatness of 
rerrign as they ought, thej might h&ve expected 
i pTOpDitionablf from their inferiora and tenants ; 
tead of having them their companions, or rather 
(as they now are), they might have had them 
rrants ; and then I believe this war, which, 
retence of religion and liberties, is to introduce 
11 doctrine, parity in conditions, and to destroy 
;, nobility and gentry, in probability bad not 

, cooped up in the west, expected relief from 
but Waller felt no inclination to move to the 

Essex. Such was the present condition of the 
^ntary army and its chiefs! The men, roean- 
urning to fight, could neither fight nor escape, 
itate of things Charles wrote to Essex with his 
nd and told him that the season was now 
when he had it in his power to redeem his 
and the crown, and to confer the highest obliga- 
lis king. He propoaed a frank negotiation, and 
r should join their two armies without delay. He 
d with engaging that " word of a king " he was 
eng^e and break so often, that he would confer 
>cal marks of his esteem on both him and his 
id remain ever their faithful friend. Essex wich- 
>ment'H hesitation rejected tlie aSbr. He was 
it not a traitor. In a former day of triumph 
hesitated, hut in his adversity he stood Snn. 
osed Charles's letter to the parliament, and 
icluded his letter. " If succour comes not 

we shall be put to great extremity. If we 
a country where we could force the enemy to 
would be some comfort ; but this place consists 
. of passes, that he who can subsist longest, 
'e the better of it ; which is a great grief to me, 
e the command of so many gallant men." No 
arrived ; but some days after this letter, he 

by a well directed movement, to pass his horse 
two divisions of the royal army — he himaelf 
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then took sea fori Plymouth -*'and his main anny sur- 
rendered on condition of delivering up their arms^ and 
of being passed to the ports of their nearest friends. 
Thus^ as was remarked^ '^ the king obtained what he 
stood extremely in need of; and the parliament^ having 
preserved the men, lost what they could easily repair. 

The Commons met their unsuccessful general, too^ with 
their usual high-minded policy. They assured him that 
theparliament's good affections to his person, and opinion 
of his fidelity and merit were no wise lessened by this 
reverse, and that they resolved not to be wanting in 
their best endeavours for repairing the loss they had 
sustained^ and placing such a force under his command^ 
as might best conduce to the successful termination of 
the war. To this end they actively moved accordingly. 
His army was re-assembled in the neighbourhood of 
Portsmouth and Southampton. Waller was directed to 
co-operate with it, and the conquerors of Marston Moor 
were summoned to the same service. 

York had surrendered^ and Manchester, with Crom- 
well, at once obeyed this summons. The Scots army 
were in Northumberland, where the town of Newcastle 
subsequently surrendered. Manchester and Cromwell, 
Essex and Waller, marched against the king, Crom- 
well commanded the horse. 

The royal position was a strong one — a formidable 
alignement in and about the town of Newbury, where 
Falkland had fallen the year before. To this spot the 
king, whose genius appears to have fitted him for such 
manoeuvres in war, had conducted his march out of 
Cornwall with consummate skill — relieving by the way 
the garrisons of Basing House, Banbury^ and Denning- 
ton Castle. The river Kennett protected him here on 
one flank, the guns of Dennington Castle covered him 
in some sort on the other^ and his front was strengthened 
by throwing up a breast- work^ and by occupying in 
force several villas and gardens '' which extended con- 
veniently beyond the town." • One house in especial^ 

* See VoL I. pi 2<5. of lires of Eminent Military Commandert in thif 
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. 'Doleman's house, Btmid in good position, 
landing its being expoBcd to a raking fire o 

since it was a little in advance of the bIeas^ 
>f a row of lesser houses. This house wm 
troops — the gardens attached to it were stre 

by thick embankments — skirmishers swa 
g all die neighbouring hedges and ditches — 
breatened iron) every mound about. But wi 

advantages there was one assailable point, i 

better than Cromwell knew how to seize. ^ 
ice of a musket-shot in the enemy's front ab 
!iiU, behind which, secure and undiscovered, col 
lack had every facility to form. The open 
, again, between the caade and the town were 
led, and the reserve which should have supp 
cattered infantry was every way deficient, 
le more serious fight Itegan on the S7th of Oci 
ig the two previous days smart cannonading 
kept up, from the hill on one side and the tov 
ther. Little effect however was produced, ti 
s the evening of the S6th, when the ro] 
ported a couple of cannon across the river an 
d the line of the parliamentarians as far as a 
e eminence exposed it — doing dreadful dami 
ow's regiment of cavalry. The night pasE 
i uncertainty of the morrow. Then, on that 
>f the 97th, the genius of Cromwell poured 
atal bill. Two heavy columns suddenly app 
its summit, and descended — while along the' 
tne tremendous cannonade distracted atlendon 
pot where the terrible blow was about to fall, 
una as suddenly divided — one fell upon the 
' lietween Dennington and the town, and wit) 
ering speed of lightning pierced and routed th 
e cavaliers, some of whom rushed within the 
enniagton, while the others fell back in preci 
ision OD the town. Cromwell and his Iro] 
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were here. The other column had paused an instant, 
bat now apparently urged by that astonishing success 
to venture a desperate action, fell upon the quarter of 
Doleman's house. In an instant every spot around was 
covered with dead republicans. Party after party 
cleared the hedges and ditches, even the garden wall, 
nay, to the very lawn of the house ; but there — such 
as escaped so far — the deadly shot of the concealed 
musketeers struck them down. The contest lasted four 
hours in this quarter, and the loss was terrible. It would 
have been annihilation, but for the heroic devotion of 
Ludlow's cavalry, who moved forward and consented to 
sacrifice themselves to cover the retrogression. 

It was a moonlight night which followed, and anxious 
thoughts occupied both camps of the desperate strife that 
must decide the morrow. Suddenly the penetrating and 
sleepless eye of Cromwell saw the royalists move. It 
was so. Charles having utterly lost his left position, 
had despaired of the poor chance that remained to him 
in face of such a foe. His army were now busy, in that 
moonlight, conveying into the castle by a circuitous 
route their guns and heavy stores, while behind, battalion 
after battalion was noiselessly quitting its ground, and 
marching off as ulently in the Erection of Oxford. 
Over and over again Cromwell entreated Manchester to 
suffer him to execute a forward movement with his 
cavalry — at that critical moment he would have pro- 
strated Charles. Manchester refused. A show was made 
next morning of pursuit, but of course without effect — 
Charles, with all his materiel and prisoners, had effected 
a dear escape. Nor was this alL While the castle of 
Bennington remained unmolested amidst the dreadful 
dissensions which after this event raged through the par. 
liamentarian camp, the king, having been reinforced by 
Rupert and an excellent troop of horse, returned twelve 
days after, assumed the offensive in the face of his now 
inactive conquerors, carried off all his cannon and heavy 
stores from out of the castle, coolly and uninterruptedly 
fell back again, and marched unmolested into Oxford. 

VOIi. vz. L 



I dtsaetrouBlf dosed that campaign in which the 
ry of Marston Moof had been won. The army of 
i and Msncheater went into ninter cantoninents in 
about Reading. Ciomwell, bent upon rewlote 
l^cB, repaired to London. 

II was now loet, be clearly saw, wiihout a rapidljt 
ive movement, and he sought connsel and co-oper- 

from the genins of the younger .Vane. His &ith 
e earl of Manchester had been shaken before the 
' of Dennington ; eren under the walla of York, 
ntriguea of an extremely paltry person, a Scot and 
lyterian of the name of Crawford, who had been 
id from the Scotch host to a major-generalBhip in 
Chester's army *, had been suffered to prevail against 
Manchester, though on the whole an amiably 
rous, and honest man, was in truth a very weak 
and when he found himself on the eve of great 
ts, such as stimulated a man like Cromwell only to 
I of greater daring, was struck with hesitation, fear, 
>lntion. Hence, in those moments, Crawford offered 
agreeable advice than Cromwell, and the end had 
in short to place even the wretched and fawning 
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nilgor.general in that position of confidence with Man- 
chester^ which once belonged only to the great and gal. 
lant leader of the Ironsides. 

-But secure in the hearts of those men^ no less than 
in their strength, Cromwell had now resolved to venture 
a decisive stroke against the presbyterian councils and 
their favourers, no matter of what degree, in the par- 
liamentary army. He had before the affair of Den- 
nington, suddenly shown himself in London from York, 
and by a masterly piece of policy already illustrated in 
the life of Vane had, with the help of that statesman, 
moved and carried a vote in the house of commons, that 
the committee of lords and commons appointed to treat 
with the commissioners from Scotland, and the com. 
mittee of the assembly, should take into consideration 
the difSbrences in opinion of the members of the assembly 
in point of church government, and endeavour a union 
if it were possible ; and, in case that could not be done^ 
that they should essay to find out some methods by 
which tender consdencw, who could not in all things 
submit to the common rule which might be establishedy 
might be borne with, consistently with Scripture, and the 
public peace, that so the proceedings of the assembly 
might not be eo much retarded. This was the first 
startling exhibition of the legislative influence of the 
independents. 

Cromwell and Vane were now in London together, 
devising the great scheme by which future victories 
should not be surrendered as soon as gotten, but made 
serviceable to some decisive end — by which the sum. 
mer's triumph should become something more than the 
mere winter's story, and the lives of gallant men be no 
longer wasted in vain. They consulted in a word how 
best to rid the army of men who had shown a miserable 
unfitness for the posts they held, who had besides pe- 
culiar personal motives for checking its career at some 
point short of a final victory, and who, thinking liberty 
a good thing, could not forget that they had privileges 
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tlieir own, and that monarch; had hononra of ita 
m, which were good things also. 

Here, it IB to be observed, the best friends of freedom 
A at this time perfect faith in Cromwell. Ireton 
re him the most entire affection — TOnng Lodlow 
>ked up to him with implicit zeal and admiratiaB 
< Marten laughed with hira and loved him — Vane was 

him as a brother. Yet on all these men not a breath 

suspicion in the matter of political sincerity reata — 
it a stain, Fairfax again, though a weak man, was 
e very soal of sincerity and honour — and the hmiesty 

Milton was unimpeadiable as his gmiiuk By what 
eans, then, shall we suppose that Cromwell deceived 
ese men, for he deceived them all. Was he sinceFe 
>w, and only tempted ftma nncerity in after years by 
e temptation of too large a power suddenly sprang up 
ithin his hands? — or wsshefrom the first a deliberate 
id grand impostor? The difficulty whidi a friend 

the principles of fteedom and jnst goremmeDt 
rhich throughout sincerely actuated such men as Vane) 
IB to encODDter in deciding on the character of Crom- 
:11, is this, — that up to the victories of Worcester and 
unbar it vouM be difficult to say in what respect be 
id sinned against those very prindplei, of whichj on 
e sadden, he then declared himself the most deliberate 
e. Was he in truth that compound he seemed to be 
' profound policy, and of the most wild and uttdiid- , 
ined rashness i When he went down to Westminster 

play the mihtary tyrant over the assembly which had 
Ten him power and BBsisted even him to greatness, 
d he really " not think to have done that ? " Was his 
ranny the deliberate plot of a life — the rash impinke 
' a repented boor — or the result of sincerely wild and 
igovemable fancies, which had rendered him at last, 

his own mind, a selected instrument of destiny f 

A better opportunity than this to which we have ar. 
red, will probably not exist for ofiering some materials 

the reader on which be may revolve these questions. 
'e stand on the eve of the origia of Cromwell's great- 
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ness and influence as a politician, and to seek in any 
way to unfold Intelligibly tlie means by which he hence- 
forward trode steadily on to the protectorate^ it will be 
necessary to bring events together which in the ordinary 
course of narrative long years would separate^ but the 
combination of which is yet most necessary to a right 
tmderstanding of each or of all. 

'^ What can be more extraordinary," says the poet 
Cowley^ '^ than that a person of mean birth, no fortune, 
no eminent qualities of body, which have sometimes, or 
of mind, which have often, raised men to the highest 
dignities, should have the courage to attempt, and the 
happiness to succeed in, so improbable a design as the 
destruction of one of the most ancient and most solidly 
founded monarchies upon earth ; that he should have 
the power or boldness to put his prince and master to an 
open and infamous death ; to banish that numerous and 
strongly allied family; to do all this under the name and 
wages of a parliament ; to trample upon them, too, as 
he pleased, and spurn them out of doors when he grew 
weary of them ; to raise up a new and unheard-of mon- 
ster out of their adies ; to stifle that in the very infancy, 
and to set up himself above all things that ever were called 
sovereign in England ; to oppress all his enemies by 
arms, and all his friends afterwards by artifice ; to serve 
aU parties patiently for awhile, and to command them vie- 
toriously at last; to overrun each comer of the three 
nations, and overcome with equal facility both the riches 
of the south and the poverty of the north ; to be pleased 
and courted by aU foreign princes, and adopted a brother 
to the gods of the earth ; to call together parliaments 
with a word of his pen, and scatter them again with the 
breath of his mouth ; to be humbly and daily petitioned 
that he would please to be hired at the rate of two mil- 
lions a«year, to be the master of those that hired him 
before to be their servant ; to have the estates and lives 
of three kingdoms as much at his disposal as was the 
little inheritance of his father, and to be as noble and 
liberal in the spending of them ; and^ lastly, (for there 
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end of dl tbe particular of bis glory,) to bequeadi 
lese irith one word to hia posterity ; to die aith 
at home and frtumpA abroad ,■ to be baried among 
, and with more than regal Bolemnity; and to leave 
le behind him not to be extinguished but with the 
: world, which, as it is not too little for his praises, 
ght have been too for his conquests, if the short 
f his human life could have been stretobed out to 
ttent of his immortal designs } '' 
lis is magnificent, but moat untrue. The Terjr ex- 
on that he served all parties patiently for awhile, 
is that others, and not liimaelf, laid the most solid 
lations of his power. And this was true. What 
iccumulated round the memory of Cromwell such 
lage of vastness in the power he wielded, was not 
y hia own greatness, but the greatness of the men 
lOse victories of statesmanship he had succeeded. 
should never be lost sight of, Cromwell was aasoci- 
rith a band of the most accomplished statesmen the 
. has known, and to swell those individual gloriea 
1 were already, for one man, aatoniahii^; enough, he 
priftted theirs. To say this, it will be alleged, is 
y to transfer admiration or praise from one set of 
cterisUcs to another — true; hot not less should 
le done. We may possibly find some diminution 
: quality of praise that is due. 
le first great point in Cromwell's character and 
y dates back to Huntingdon and St. Ives, It was 
, aa we have seen, he began the oiganisalion of 
wonderful body of men which waa the glorious 

by which he asserted liberty, and the fatal instru- 
with which he inflicted her mortal wound. He 

his soldiers moral and sober ; he gave them the 
ion of religion, and that nervous strength of mind 
1 a knowledge of the value of freedom leaches ; 
red by bis lessons they trampled on all thought of 
(r in the grander thought of liberty ; and then — 
reated himself their d^pot. We have scarcely 
grappled with Cromwell's greatoess — before what 
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fleems to an honest and generous mind his meanness and 
his vice^ intrude themselves forcibly upon us. 

In another passage of his *' Vision," the poet Cowley 
thus speaks of CromwelL ^^ If craft be wisdom^ and 
dissimulation wit (assisted both and improved with 
hypocrisies and perjuries), I must not deny him to 
have (been singular in both ; but so gross was the 
manner in which he made use of them, that as wise 
men ought not to have believed him at first, so no 
man was fool enough to believe him at last ; neither did 
any man seem to do it, but those who thought they gained 
08 much by that dissembling, as he did by his. His very 
actings of godliness grew at last as ridiculous, as if a 
player by putting on a gown, should think he repre- 
sented excellently a woman, though his beard at the 
same time were seen by all the spectators. If you ask 
me why they did not hiss, and explode him off the 
stage, I can only answer, that they durst not do so, be- 
cause the actors and door-keepers were too strong for 
the company. I must confess that by these arts (how 
grossly soever managed, as by hypocritical praying, and 
silly preaching, by unmanly tears and whinings, by 
fodshoods and perjuries even diabolical^) he had at 
first the good fortune (as men call it, that is the ill 
fortune), to attain his ends ; but it was because his ends 
were so unreasonable, that no human wisdom could fore- 
see them ; which made them who had to do with him 
believe that he was rather a well-meaning and deluded 
bigot, than a crafty and malicious impostor.'' 

Cowley's division of the men whom Cromwell de- 
ceived into two classes, is a striking and important con- 
sideration. There were men, he says, who suffered 
themselves to be deceived by him in his latter years, 
because the deceit at the same time answered their own 
ends — and there were '' wise men " whom he deceived 
in earlier life, because of their utter ignorance of his 
objects, and their tben belief in his sincerity. The con- 
sideration of the craft and dissimulation charged upon 
him will therefore imply, in relation to this passage, the 
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Other and equally important consideration of the pos- 
sibility of his having heen^ in many oases of the latter 
sort of men^ really and sincerely himself the victim of 
the delusion he practised upon them. For the first 
named class of dupes^ they may be surrendered^ with* 
out scruple^ to whatever imputations rest upon them. 

The first thing to be noted in Cromwell as a striking 
aid towards the belief of his sincerity^ was a certain ex- 
traordinary fluxional faculty of tears^ with which his 
constitution was happily endowed. " Had not his 
highness/' says the author of the terrible pamphlet en. 
titled *' Killing no Murder," '* had a faculty to be fluent 
in his tears^ and eloquent in his execrations ; had he not 
had spongie eyes^ and a supple conscience; and besides 
to do with people of great faith^ but little wit : his 
courage, and the rest of his moral virtues^ with the help 
of his janissaries, had never been able so far to advance 
him out of the reach of justice^ that we should have 
need to call for any other hand to remove him^ but that 
of the hangman. ... He hath found indeed that in 
godliness there is great gain ; and that preaching and 
praying well managed^ will obtain other kingdoms^ as 
well as that of heaven. His indeed have been pious 
arms ; for he hath conquered most by those of the 
church, by prayers and tears. But the truth is^ were it 
not for our honor to be governed by one diat can 
manage both the spiritual and temporal sword^ and, 
Roman like^ to have our emperor our high priest^ we 
might have had preaching at a much cheaper rate^ and 
it would have cost us but our tythes^ which now costs 
us aU." 

One scene will be perhaps enough to show this 
faculty in action. Bishop Burnet relates it on the 
authority of sir Harbottle Grimston. Il dates at the 
time of the purge — when he first showed that disregard 
of the representative privileges^ which was only ex- 
cusable in consideration of the quasi rebellion into which 
the Presbyterians had cast the kingdom ; a consideration 
satisfactory even t6 Ludlow and Ireton^ and which pre. 
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▼eiited the opposition, though it did not secure the 
co-'<^ration, of Vane. " When," says Burnet, " the 
house of commons and the armjr were a quarrelling, at 
a meeting of the officers it was proposed to purge the 
army better, that they might know whom to depend on« 
Cromwell upon that said, he was sure of the army ; but 
there was another body that had more need of purging, 
(naming the house of commons), and he thought the 
army only could do that. Two officers that were pre- 
sent brought an account of this to Grimston, who 
carried them with him to the lobby of the house of 
commons, they being resolved to justify it to the house. 
There was another debate then on foot ; but Grimston 
diverted it, and said he had a matter of priviiedge of the 
highest sort to lay before them : it was about the being 
and freedom of the house. So he charged Cromwell 
with the design of putting a force on the house. He 
had his witnesses at the door, and desired they might 
be examined. They were brought to the bar, and jus. 
tified all that they had said to him, and gave a full rela- 
tion of all that had passed at their meetings. When they 
withdrew, Cromwdl fell down on his knees, and made 
a solemn prayer to God, attesting his innocence, and 
his zeal for the service of the house : he submitted him- 
self to the providence of God, who it seems thought fit 
to exercise him with calumny and slander, but he sub- 
mitted his cause to him. This he did with great vehe^ 
menee, and with many tears. After this strange and 
bold preamble, he made so long a speech, justifying 
both himself and the rest of the officers, except a few 
that seemed inclined to return back to Egypt, that he 
wearied out the house, and wrought so much on his 
party, that what the witnesses had said was so little 
believed, that had it been moved, Grimston thought that 
both he [Grimston] and they would have been sent to the 
Tower, But whether their guilt made them modest, or 
that they had no mind to have the matter much talked 
of, they let it fall : and there was no strength in the 
other side to carry it further. To complete the scene. 
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as soon as ever Cromwell got out of the honge, he 
reBolved to trust himaelf no more unongst them ; bat 
went to the army, and in a few days lie brought tbem 
up, and forced a great many from the house." It b 
strange that such a acene as this should have occurred 
and left no trace of itself on the Journals of the house. 
It is yet borne oat by other evenU of that period. 

his indeed is the time from which the extraordinary 
its of duplicity in the man were gradually developed, 
it is surprising that the means be must have de- 
d with so little scruple to bis republican friends 
Id not have put them on their guard more cleariy 
I the character, or at least possible tendency, of bis 
vidual designs. But we are to take into consideration 
le same time that the contest then going on between 
presbyterians and independents was a matter of life 
death, and that the struggle for existence is a question 
;h during its progress is apt to exclude every other, 
ain It is that there was Cromwell, at this period, in 
confidence of men the most sincere, acting with an 
icerity as desperate as it was subtle. Now in the 
itry with the agitators of the army, whose rise and 
cts have been deBcrii>ed in my last volume — now at 
itminster on the benches of the house of commons — 
ilayed off with unceasing and wonderful dexterity 
power and claims of tbe one against the influence 
position of the other. There is a passage in HolHs's 
Qoirs which gives us a lively idea of the rapidity of 
ement required in such a game. The first groimd 
nutiny with the agitators, it will be recoUected, 
the announced determination of the presbylerian 
irity to reduce the power of the army by drafting 
sundry regiments to Ireland. Hollis positively 
ires that it was Cromwell who upon this set the 
ttors in motion, though he concealed himself 
rtfully in the back ground, and employed inslru- 
ta so singularly well adapted to his purpose, that, 
rding to other preshyterian writers, liot even 
fax suspected his second in command of in any 
favouring the acts of insubordination which no dia- 
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dpline could now suppress. In his memoirs indeed 
Fairfax afterwards declared^ with a reference not to he 
mistaken^ that the success of his army in l646> '^ was 
soon clouded with ahominahle hypocrisy and deceit^ 
even in those men who had heen instrumental in bring- 
ing the war to a conclusion. Here was the vertical 
point on which the army's reputation and honour turned 
into a reproach and scandal. Here the power of the 
army I once had^ was usurped by the agitators^ the 
forerunners of confusion and anarchy.*' 

This is the passage from HoUis : — '^ In the mean- 
while disclaiming it [the mutiny] blaming the soldiers at 
that distance (as Cromwell did openly in the house, 
protesting, for his part, he would stick to the parlia- 
ment) under-hand he sent them encouragements and 
directions ; for nothing was done there, but by advice 
and countenance from London, where the whole business 
was so laid, the rebellion resolved upon, and the officers 
that were in town so deeply engaged, that when the full 
time was come for putting things in execution, my friend 
Cromwell, who had been sent down by the parliament 
to do good offices, was* come up again without doing any, 
and he who^iad made those solemn protestations with 
some great imprecations on himself if he failed in his 
performance, did, notwithstanding, privily convey thence 
his goods (which many of the independents did likewise, 
leaving city and parliament as marked out for destruc- 
tion) and then without leave of the house (after some 
members missing him and fearing him gone, had moved 
to have him sent for ; whereupon he being, as it seems, 
not yet gone, and having notice of it, came and showed 
himself a little in the house) did steal away that even» 
ingy 1 may say run away post down to the army, 
and presently join in the subscription of a rebellious 
letter." 

Nor did any of the difficulties into which such du- 
plicity cast him, find him ever unprepared. Between 
all the suspicions of the presbyterians — and all the 
headlong precipitancy of the agitators — Cromwell 
stood immoveable and* still triumphant in his stratagems. 
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When Skippon, for instance^ who had received the mu- 
tinous letter of the i^tators*^ suddenly (for he knew 
nothing of Cromwell's intrigues) produced it in the 
house, and heing asked from whom he reoeiyed it, an- 
swered fh>m three men of no command in the army^ 
who were he helieved at the door of the houte, their 
names, Edward Sexby, William Allen, and Thomas 
Shepperd, great excitement instantly followed. Some 
were for voting the letter seditious and at once commitr 
ting the messengers to prison, some were paralysed by 
alarm and threw hesitation on that course. In the 
midst of much confusion Cromwell at last arose and 
brought forward what has been called his masterpiece 
of dissimulation. He solemnly protested that to his know- 
ledge the army was greatly misunderstood and calumni- 
ated. They willingly put themselves into the hands of 
the national representative, and would conform to any 
thing parliament should please to ordain. If the house 
of commons commanded them to disband, they would 
obey without a murmur, and pUe up their arms at the 
door of that assembly. For himself, he entreated them 
to accept his assurance of his entire submission and 
obedience. He supplicated them therefore to bear in 
mind the long services, and the pure and entire loyality 
of that meritorious body, and to do nothing respecting 
them in anger, or under false and mistaken impressions 
of resentment. The craft succeeded. The wiliest of 
the presbyterians were disarmed of their suspicions, the 
most fearful relieved from their alarms. Cromwell was 

* The purport of 3 this letter was to complain of the treatment the 
army had lately escperienced, and in particular that they had been pro- 
claimed enemies. They said, they knew well how to deal with adversaries 
with swords in their hands, but that the foes with whom they had now to 
encounter were far more dangerous, being protected by persons intrusted 
with the goviernment of the kingdom. They designated them as men who 
had lately tasted of sovereignty, and, being lifted above their ordinary 
sphere of servants, sought to become masters, and were degenerating into 
tyrants. Lastly, they plainly said, that, however cordially otherwise they 
were disposed to the expedition of Ireland, they must express themselves 
averse to that service, until their desires were granted, and the just rights 
and liberties of the subject were vindicated and maintained. In particular 
they complained of the want of a legal indemnity for what they had done 
in the prosecution of the war, and that the Irish expedition. In the shape 
in which it was now proposed, was nothing less thui a piaa for ruining the 
army and breaking it to pieces.— Gotfwmf 
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imploied to go down and compromiBe matters with the 
agitaton — he went down and fostered the mutiny. 

Clarendon confirms these evidences of the dark power 
of intrigue in Cromwell. He tells us that he was moved 
to the highest pitch of grief and anger whenever any 
intelligence was received from the mutinous regiments. 
He wept bitterly ; he lamented the misfortunes of his 
country ; and he advised the most violent measures for 
checking the insubordination of the troops. At the same 
time he called heaven and earth to witness that his de- 
voted attachment to the parliament had rendered him 
so odious to the army^ that his life^ while among them^ 
was in the utmost danger. The duplicity could not^ 
however^ go on eontinuaUy — it was not Cromwell's pur- 
pose that it should. It was discovered^ and die presby- 
terians arranged a plot they thought as subtle^ to have 
their deceiver moved into the Tower. But his affairs 
were ripe at laost for action. He left London suddenly; 
was received by the great body of the army with ac- 
clamations; suppressed a really dangerous mutiny that 
threatened for the instant to thwart his plans^ by riding 
up in the face of the mutineers^ selecting twelve of the 
ringleaders^ and shooting one on the instant; brought 
up some regiments afterwards within reach of West- 
minster, purged the parliament, and seized the king. 

The imminent danger threatened by the presbyteriana 
to all those best interests of liberty for which so much 
blood had been shed, supplied Cromwell's excuse for 
even such duplicity as this in the breasts of the friends 
of liberty. Nor should it be lost sight of, in regard to 
them, that they may well have supposed the organis- 
ation of an armed and enthusiastic democracy like this 
of the agitators, the last thing in the world that could 
have favoured the ultimate design of a tyrannical usurp- 
ation. Is such a consideration sufficient to cast a doubt 
on even the existence of such a design at this stage of 
Cromwell's career P 

Ludlow would answer in the negative, and offer evi- 
dence of the present existence of the design. '' Walk- 
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ing one day/* he says, about 'this time, " with lieute- 
nant-general Cromwell in sir Robert Cotton's garden^ 
he inveighed bitterly against them, (the commons,) say- 
ing, in a familiar toay to me, ' If thy father were ahye^ 
he would let some of them hear what they deserved ; ' 
adding farther, ' that it was a miserable thing to serve 
a parliament, to whom, let a man be never so faithful^ 
if one pragmatical fellow rise up and asperse him, he 
shall never wipe it off. Whereas,* said he, * when one 
serves under a general, he may do as much service, and 
yet be free from all envy and blame.* This text, to- 
gether with the comment which his after actions put 
upon it, hath since persuaded me that he had already 
conceived the design of destroying the civil CMthority, and 
setting up of himself; and that he took that opportunity 
to feel my pulse, whether I were a fit instrument to be 
employed by him to those ends. But having replied to 
his discourse, tliat we ought to perform the duty of our 
stations, and trust God with our honour, power, and aU 
that is dear to us, not permitting any such consider- 
ations to discourage us from the prosecution of our duty, 
I never heard any thing more from him upon that 
point." Again, in reference to Cromwell*s affected ne- 
gotiations with the king, his entertainment of Charles's 
proposal to give him the garter and the earldom 'of 
Essex, and his consequent seeming hostility to the course 
of bringing him to trial, as proposed by the common- 
wealth army men, Ludlow speaks in a subsequent pas- 
sage of a dialogue which also occurred about this time. 
'' Lieutenant-general Cromwell, who had made it his 
usual practice to gratify enemies, even by the oppression 
of those who were by principle his friends, began again 
to court the commonw^th party, inviting some of them 
to confer with him at his chamber : with which ac- 
quainting me, the next time he came to the house of 
commons, I took the freedom to teU him that he knew 
how to cajole and give them good words when he had occa* 
sion to make use of them ; whereat, breaking out into a 
rage, he said, theiy were a jtroud sort (^people, and only 
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considerahle in their own conceits. But when on tu. 
mults attending the petitions from Surrey^ Essex, and 
Kent, the preparations in Scotland^ and the rising at 
Pembroke^ he perceiyed the clouds to gather on every 
side^ he complained to me^ as we were walking in the 
Palace Yard^ of the unhappiness of his condition^ having 
made the greatest part of the nation his enemies, by ad' 
hering to a just cause ; but that which he pretended to 
be his greatest trouble was^ that many who were en- 
gaged in the same cause with him^ had entertained a 
jealousy and suspicion of him ; which he assured me 
was a great discouragement to him, asking my advice^ 
what method was best for him to take. I could not 
but acknowledge that he had many enemies for the sake 
of the cause in which he stood engaged^ and also that 
many who were friends to that causct had conceived sus» 
pioions of him ; but I observed to him, that he could 
never oblige the former^ without betraying that cause 
wherein he was engaged ; which if he should do^ upon 
the account of an empty title, riches, or any other ad^ 
vantages, how those contracts woidd be kept with him 
was uncertain ; but most certain it was^ that his name 
would be abominated by all good men^ and his memory 
abhorred by posterity. On the other side, if he per- 
sisted in the prosecution of our just intentions^ it was 
the most probable way to subdue his enemies, to rectify 
the mistakes of those who had conceived a jealousy of 
him, and to convince his friends of his integrity : that 
if he should fall in the attempt, yet^his loss would be 
lamented by all good men, and his name be transmitted 
to future ages with honour." If Ludlow's strong indig- 
nation after the event had occurred did not deceive him 
in all this, — Cromwell certainly held his after designs 
even now, and was even now suspected of holding them. 
The meeting which Lu^ow alludes to in the latter 
quotation I have made soon after took place. Before it, 
however, Cromwell, then on the eve of starting from 
London to quell the second ciTil war, invited to dinner 
a number of the leading men of the independents, and 
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sucli of the presbyterians as he was yet on tenns with, 
for it was shortly before the purge^ and strove hard to 
ascertain during a personal conference the points upon 
which they differed, and whether there were any connnon 
ground whereon they could meet to accomplish a hearty 
reconciliation. This at leasts according to Ludlow^ was 
the pretext under which he called them together ; but 
the real object^ he insinuates^ was only to obtain such 
information as might enable him to direct his course 
with safety and success^ through the difficulties with 
which recent events had surrounded him. Whatever 
the object^ however, it signally failed. The differences 
offered no chance of reconciliation or submission. He 
next brought about the other conference alluded to by 
Ludlow^ consisting of the grandees^ as they were called^ 
of the house and army, on the one hand^ and of a de- 
putation of the republicans on the other. At this con- 
ference, Ludlow proceeds to tell us, " the grandees^ of 
whom lieutenant-general Cromwell was the head^ Am^ 
themselves in the cUmds, and would not declare their 
judgments either for a monarchial, aristocratical, or 
democratical government ; maintaining that any of them 
might he good in themselves, or for us, according as 
providence should direct us. The commonwealths- 
men declared that monarchy was neither good in itself 
nor for us. That it was not desirable in itself^, they 
urged from the 8th chapter and 8th verse of the first 
book of Samuel^ with divers more texts of Scripture to 
the same effect. And that it was no way conducing to 
the interests of this nation, was endeavoured to be proved 
by the infinite mischiefs and oppressions we had suffered 
under it^ and by it : that indeed our ancestors had con- 
sented to be governed by a single person^ but with this 
proviso^ that he should govern according to the direction 
of the law^ which he always bound himself by oath to 
perform: that the king had broken thitf oath, and 
thereby dissolved our sllegiance; protection and obe- 
dience being reciprocal : tibat having appealed to the 
sword for the decision of things in dispute^ and thereby 
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caused the effusion of a deluge of the people's hlood, it 
seehied to he a duty incumbent upon the representatives 
of the people to call him to an account for the same ; 
more especially since the controversy was determined by 
the same means which he had chosen ; and then to proceed 
to the establishment of an equal commonwealth^ founded 
upon the consent of the people^ and providing for the 
rights and liberties of all men^ that we might have the 
hearts and hands of the nation to support it^ as being 
most just^ and in all respects most conducing to the 
happiness and prosperity thereof. Notwithstanding what 
was said, lieutenant-general Cromwell^ not for want of 
conviction, but in hopes of making a better bargain with 
another party, professed himself unresolved; and having 
learned what he could of the principles and inclinations 
of those present at the conference, took up a cushion and 
flung it at my head, and then ran down the stairs; but 
I overtook him with another, which made him hasten 
down faster than he desired* The next day, passing by 
me in the house, he told me he was convinced of the 
desirableness of what was proposed, but not of the feas- 
ibleness of it ; thereby, as I suppose, designing to en- 
courage me to hope that he was willing to join with us, 
though unwilling to publish his opinion, lest the grandees 
should be informed of it, to whom I presume he pro* 
fessed himself to be of another 'judgment." 

The extraordinary action incidentally mentioned by 
Ludlow shows better than any of the zealous repul>- 
lican*s suspicions what was going on in the mind of 
Cromwell. No doubt he flung the cushion at Ludlow's 
head, either because of something passing at the instant 
in his own heart which required relief, or of something 
he might have incautiously uttered that required diver- 
sion. It was not mere idle buffoonery here; of that we 
may be quite sure. Another action, however, which was 
noted shortly after this, is not so eanly explicable. 
While the conquered and deserted king lay a prisoner 
at the inhospitable castle of Carisbrooke, Cromwell flung 
himself upon one of Charles's rich beds at Whitehall, 
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and in that ^ostore so managed a series of conferences 
"with the subtlest hiwyers of the day, as to mduce thent 
to lend their countenance and co-operation in a great 
degree to the new plan of goternment in meditation^ 
although they had hesitated before to attend even their 
parliamentary duties. This would seem to have been 
a piece of mean and low-thoughted ostentation ; un- 
less it could be shown it was designed, which is just 
possible, to strike at a weak point in the learned but 
common-place minds of the grave lawyers in council. 

Thus practising upon each set of men in turn, and 
selecting from each new accessions of power and in- 
fluence — thus waiting, with wily patience, to divert 
from the favourable current of each man's thoughts 
something that would serve to swell that ocean of power 
on which be hoped to sail to sovereignty — is it possible 
to view in any other light than that of a deliberate 
usurper the character of Cromwell ? Let us not fail to 
observe and admire the greatness of his genius, and the 
wonderful advantages which, in his way to usurpation, 
he no doubt effected for his country. Had he left them 
in that shape they first assumed, no gratification or af- 
fection too largely given could have been bestowed on 
his immortal name. But is it possible, in the midst of 
all these evidences, to suppose, with Mr. Godwin, that 
his purposes were honest still ? 

Ludlow's evidence, however, is not yet complete. 
That which I have now to quote is indeed the most 
important part of it, since it throws some question over 
his former assertions as to the suspicion with which 
Cromwell was viewed by the friends of liberty, even be. 
fore the death of the king. The time of the following ex. 
tract is on the return of Cromwell from his government, 
or rather his slaughter, in Ireland ; when he was anxious 
that Ludlow should be dispatched into service there, and 
when Fairfax's suicidal announcement of his resignation 
of the chief command was just opening the way to a 
consummation of all the wildest hopes or purposes en. 
tertained by CromwelL Nevertheless, that subtle chief 
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affected a desire for the continuance of Fairfax, '^ Lieu« 
tenant-general Cromwell^'' says Ludlow, " pressed that 
notwithstanding the unwillingness of the lord Fairfax 
to command upon this occasion, they would yet continue 
him to he general of the army ; professing foe himself, 
that he would rather choose to serve under him, in his 
post, than to command the greatest army in Europe. 
But the council of state not approving that advice, ap- 
pointed a committee of some of themselves to confer 
farther with the general in order to his satisfaction. 
This committee was appointed upon the motion of the 
lieutenant-general, who acted his part so to the life, that 
I really thought him in earnest ; which ohliged me to 
step to him as he was withdrawing with the rest of the 
committee out of the council chamher, and to desire 
him that he would not in compliment and humility ob- 
struct the service of the nation by his refusal ; hut the 
consequence made it sufficiently evident that he had no 
such intention. The committee having spent some 
time in dehate with the lord Fairfax without any suc- 
cess, returned to the council of state, whereupon they 
ordered the report of this affair to he made to the par- 
liament ; which heing done, and some of the generaFs 
friends informing them, that though he had showed* 
Bome unwillingness* to he employed in this expedition 
himself, yet heing more 4in willing to hinder the under* 
taking of it hy another, he had sent his secretary, who 
attended at the door, to surrender his commission, 
if they thought fit to receive it. The secretary was called 
in, and delivered the commission, which the parliament 
having received, they proceeded to settle an annual 
revenue of 5000/. upon the lord Fairfax, in consider- 
ation of his former services, and then voted lieutenant- 
general Cromwell to he captain-general of all their land 
forces, ordering a commission forthwith to he drawn 
up to that effect, and referred to the council of state to 
hasten the preparations for the northern expedition. A 
little after, as I sat in the house near general Cromwell, he 
told me, that having observed an alteration in my looks 
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and carriage towards him, Jie apprehended that I enter" 
tained some suspicions of him; and that being persuaded of 
the tendency of the designs of us both to the advancement 
of the public service^ he desired that a meeting might be 
appointed, wherein with freedom we might discover the 
grounds of our mistakes and misapprehensions, and 
create a good understanding between us for the future. 
I answered, that he discovered in me what I had never 
perceived in myself; and that if I troubled him not so 
frequently as formerly, it was either because I was con- 
scious of that weight of business that lay upon him, or 
that 1 had nothing to importune him withad upon my 
own or any other account ; yet since he was pleased to 
do me the honour to desire a free conversation with me, 
I assured him of my readiness therein. Whereupon 
we resolved to meet that afternoon in the council of 
state, and from thence to withdraw to a private room^ 
which we did accordingly in the queen's guard-chamber, 
where he endeavoured to persuade me of the necessity 
incumbent upon him to do several things that appeared 
extraordinary in the judgment of some men, who in 
opposition to him took such courses as would bring ruin 
upon themselves, as well as him and the public cause^ 
affirming his intentions to be directed entirely to the 
good of the people, and profesidng his readiness to 
sacrifice his life in their service. I freely acknowledged 
my former dissatisfaction with him and the rest of the 
army, when they were in treaty with the king, whom I 
looked upon as the only obstruction to the settlement of 
the nation ; and with their actions at the rendevouz at 
Ware^ where they shot a soldier to death, and imprisoned 
divers others upon the account of that treaty, which I 
conceived to have been done without authority, and for 
sinister ends. Yet since they had manifested them, 
selves convinced of those errors, and declared their ad- 
herence to the commonwealth, though too partial a hand 
was carried both by the parliament and themselves in 
the distribution of preferments and gratuities, and too 
much severity exercised against some who had formerly 
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been their friends, and as I hoped would be so stilly 
with other things that I could not entirely approve^ I 
was contented patiently to wait for the accomplishment 
of those good things w;hich I expected, till they had 
overcome the. difficulties they now laboured under, and 
suppressed their enemies that appeared both abroad and 
at home against them ; hoping Uiat then their principles 
and interest should lead them to do what was most 
agreeable to the constitution of a commonwealth, and the 
good of mankind. He owned my dissatisfaction with 
the army whilst they were in treaty with the king to 
be founded upon good reasons^ and excused the execu- 
tion done upon the soldier at the rendevouz, as abso- 
lutely necessary to keep things from falling into con- 
fusion ; which must have ensued upon that division, if it 
had not been timely prevented. He professed to desire 
nothing more than that the government of the nation 
might be settled in a free and equal commonwealth, ac- 
knowledging that there was no other probable means to 
keep out the old family and government from returning 
upon us ; declaring that he looked upon the design of 
the Lord in this day to be the freeing of his people from 
every burden, and ti^at he was now accomplishing what 
was prophesied in the 110th Psalm j from the consider- 
ation of which he was often encouraged to attend the 
effecting those ends ; spending at least an hour in the 
eapposition of that psalm" 

And so Ludlow, satisfied, or at least unable to express 
distrust of the honesty of Cromwell, went off to Ireland. 
It will not do to judge those friends of freedom too 
hastily who still held to the side of this man! Then, 
having completed the conquests of the commonwealth^ — 
having freed himself of Ludlow's presence^ and Ireton 
being removed by deatb^ — nothing stood in the way of the 
daring adventurer save the enthusiastic democracy of the 
army and its fiercely republican officers. Yet this would 
have sufficed to check no ordinary man ! Cromwell knew, 
however, that if he could propitiate the officers up to a 
oertain pointy he was sure of the great body of the army; 
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his he could effect alL The armj was noir 
)wer of the state. It had become the resott 
utterly diEcipline, m it mnst be in every army, 
act the very condition of military euetencef 
ledge and look ap to a great controlling chief. 
himself, therefore, in the positioD of receiv- 
) a political sense, from the first power of the 
to become himself the first roan of the state, 
don was easy to a throne — that is, he thought 
ircle of his reasoning was now well nigh com* 
! work begun at St. Ives promised a success- 

a those republican enthuuasts I A different 
necessary here from that which had succeeded 
ith Ludiow, and in part with Vane. His 
dasm must be called into play — an enlhudasm 
id to such an extent as to qualify it fairly for 
;ts of a real inspiration. Upon this, then^ the 
:ay occur, as to whether he had ever laboured 
matters of leligioh, under a sincere eelf-delu' 
Though now," says our honest and zealous 
he eagerly coveted his own advancement, he 
not convenient yet to unmask himself; but 
lake higher pretencet to honeitp than ever he 
»fore, thereby to engage major-general Har- 
nel Rich, and their party to himself. To 
: took all occasions in their presence to asperse 
lent, as not designing to do those good things 
nded to, but rather intending to support the 
'■erestt of the clergy and lawyeri. And though 
ivinced they were hastening with all expedi- 
t a period to their sitting, having passed a 
they would do it within the space of a year, 
ley were making all possible preparations in 
; yet did he industriously publish, that they 
love with their seals that they would use all 
perpetuate themselves. These and oth^ 
he had with so much art insinuated into the 
nany honest and well-meaning people, that 
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they began to wish him prosperity in his undertaking. 
Divers of the clergy Jrom their pulpits began to prophecy 
the destruction of the parliament, and to propose it 
openly as a thing desirable. Insomuch that the general^ 
who had all along concurred with this spirit in them^ 
hypocritically complained to quarter-master Vernon, 
thai he was pushed on by two parties to do that, the con- 
sideration of the issue whereof made his hair to stand on 
end. One of these^ said he^ is headed by mtgor-general 
Lambert, who in revenge of that ii^ury the parliament 
did him^ in not permitting him to go into Ireland with 
a character and conditions suitable to his merits will be 
contented with nothing less than their dissolution : of 
the other major-general Harrison is the chief, who is an 
honest man, and aims at good things, yet from the im- 
patience of his spirit will not wait the Lord's leizure, 
but hurries me on to do that which he andaU honest men 
will have cause to repent. Thus," adds Ludlow, ^' did 
he craftily feel the pulse of men towards this work, 
endeavouring to cast the infamy of it on others, reserv- 
ing to himself the appearance of tenderness to civil and 
religious liberty, and of screening the nation from the 
fury of ^e parties before mentioned." 

The mention of Harrison subsequently draws from the 
republican memorialist the following singular statement : 
— '^1 went afterwards (during Cromwell's usurpation) 
to make him a visit ; and having told him that I was 
very desirous to be informed by him of the reasons that 
moved him to join with Cromwell in the interruption 
of the civil authority, he answered that he had done it 
because he was fully persuaded they had not a heart 
to do any more good for the Lord and his people. Then, 
said I, are you not now convinced of your error in 
entertaining such thoughts, especially since it has been 
seen what use has been made of the usurped power ? 
To which he replied, upon their heads be the guilt who 
have made a wrong use of it ; for my own part, my 
heart was upright and sincere in the thing. . . . His 
second reason for joining with Cromwell was, because 
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he pretended to love and favour a sort of men who acted 
upon higher pnnciple9 than those of dvil liverty, I 
replied^ that I thought him mistaken in that also^ since 
it had not appeared that he ever approved of any persons 
or thii^ fardier than he might niake them suhservient 
to his own amhitious designs. • . • The migor-general 
then cited a passage of the prophet Daniel^ where 't is 
said^ That the saints shall take the kingdom and possess 
it. To which he added another to the same eflfect, 
That the kingdom shall not be left to another people. I 
answered, that the same prophet says in another place. 
That the kingdom shaM he given to the people of the saints 
of the Most High. And that I conceived, if they should 
presume to take it before it was given, they would at the 
best be guilty of doing evil that good might come from it.'* 

The reign of the saints, then, was the ground Crom. 
well took with these men. And did he believe a word 
of it ? It is worth considering. 

'' I had much discourse on this head/' says bishop 
Burnet, ^' with one who knew Cromwell well and aU 
that set of men ; and asked him how they could excuse 
all the prevarications, and other ill things, of which they 
were visibly guilty in the conduct of their aftairs. He 
told me, they believed there were great occasions in 
which some men were called to great services, and in the 
doing of which they were excasedfrom the common rules 
of morality ; such were the practices of Ehud and Jael, 
Samson and David : and by this they fancied they had 
a privilege from observing the standing rules. It is 
very obvious how far this principle may be carried, and 
how all justice and mercy may be laid aside on this 
pretence by every bold enthusiast" True — and it does 
not seem that Cromwell is unfairly charged in this, or 
his dupes unfairly represented. Some indeed suspected 
him; and it is related that on the eve of this great scheme 
from which the present illustrations of his character 
are derived — his project of thrusting out the long par- 
liament by the soldiery, and so flinging down the final 
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obittde to usurpation ^— Mi^r Streater declared openly 
that be was sure '' tlie general designed to set up for 
himaelf." To this the enthusiastic H«Tison rejoined> 
that he did not believe it^ but that ^' the general's aim 
was only to make way for the kingdom of Jesus.*' — 
*' TJnless Jesus comes very suddenly^ then^" replied 
Streater^ " he will come too late." 

For even the Streater party ^ however^ Cromwell had his 
resources. It would seem that up to the very time when 
he was driving out the members^ and the council of 
oncers sat in suspense at Whitehall^ several of them had 
in reality no notion of what was going on^ until Crom- 
well suddenly reappeared among them «— flushed and 
agitated with an extreme excitement — the keys of the 
house of commons in his pockety the '^bauble" of its 
authority carelessly flung into an ante^room, Vane's ce- 
lebrated act as carefully concealed — told them all that 
he had done ; and added^ that he did not think to have 
done it^ but ''perceiving the Spirit of God so strong upon 
me, I could no longer consult flesh and blood" It would 
be within the bounds of probability that Cromwell had for 
an instant — for an instant only — actually experienced 
this emotion. While on the point of being tempted to 
believe it, the sequel of the scene checks every such 
temptation. Some of the recusant officers^ having re- 
recovered their first wonder and uncertainty, went with 
a strong and decisive remonstrance to Cromwell, required 
an explanation of his extraordinary proceedings^ and 
told him he was apparently providing ruin and confusion 
for the best interests of all. Upon this, we are informed, 
he stilled their munnurs with an assurance that he would 
do much more good to the country than could ever be 
expected from the parliament ; and made so many pro* 
fessians of patriotic feeling, that they resolved to wait 
the course of events^ rather than come to a downright 
quarrel with him, before his intentions could he fvUy 
knoum. Colonel Okey, however, suspecting that the end 
would be bad, as the means were so hypocritical, asked 
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Desborough what could be passing in the mind of Crom- 
well when he praised the parliament so highly to the 
council of officers^ and yet proceeded almost immedi. 
ately afterwards to eject them with so much scorn and 
contempt ? The other replied^ **That if ever the general 
droUed in his Ufe^ he had droUed then.** 

Yet are there considerations stilly connected with 
Cromwell's claims to he considered in many points a 
sincere enthusiast^ which cannot he omitted in an in- 
quiry of this kind. Do not let the character and tend- 
ency of the great age in which he lived he forgotten, 
or treated lightly. It was indeed an age of wonders— 
in which majesty had heen thrown prostrate and poverty 
exalted — in which wonderful declarations had seemed 
to issue from Heaven itself in favour of the cause he 
had engaged in. It is by supposing some such assur- 
ance as this pervading himself and his army^ that their 
singular mixture of real pride and apparent self- abase- 
ment meets with its best solution. What wtis a king in 
the presence of the King of kings ? What was tem- 
porary suffering in the hope of eternal bliss? What 
even the ybrm of a despotism over the disordered land^ 
if it was merely to open out a passage to immortal free- 
dom for God's own people ? 

In a very striking letter to the governor of the castle 
of Edinburgh^ dated September the 9th 1650, Cromwell 
thus wrote, — " We have said in our papers with what 
hearts and upon what accompt we came [into Scotland] ; 
and the Lord hath heard us^ though you would not, 
upon as solemn an appeal as any experience can parallel. 
And although they [the Scots] seem to comfort them- 
selves with being the sons of Jacobs from whom (they 
say) God hath hid his face for a time ; yet it's no won- 
der^ when the Lord hath lift up his hand, so eminently 
against a family^ as he hath done so. often against this 
[the Stuart]^ and men will not see his hand^ if the Lord 
hide his face from such^ putting them to shame, both 
for it and their hatred at his people^ as it is this day. 
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When they purely trust to the sword of the spirit^ which 
is the word of .God ; which is powerful to bring down 
strong holds^ and every imagination that exalts itself; 
which alone is able to square andfttt the stones for the 
new JertLsalem; then^ and not beforehand by that means, 
and no other^ shall Jerusalem (which is to be the praise 
«f the whole earth) the city of the Lord be built^ the 
Sion of the Holy One of Israel." In reply to this the 
governor wrote to the English chief that the Scotch 
ministers directed him to say, '^ that they had not so 
learned Christ as to hang the equity of their cause upon 
events.'^ Cromwell at once answered, " In answer to 
the witnesse of God upon our solemn appeal, you say 
you have not so learned Christ to hang the equity of 
your cause upon events. We could wish blindnesse 
hath not been upon your eyes to all those marvellous 
dispensations, which God hath wrought lately in Eng- 
land. But did not you solemnly appeal and pray? Did 
not we do so too ? And ought not you and we to think 
with fear and trembling of the hand of the great God 
in this mighty and strange appearance of his ? But can 
slightly call it an event ! Were not both yours and our 
expectations renewed from time to time^ whilst we 
waited upon God, to see which way he would manifest 
himself upon our appeals ? And shall we after all these 
our prayers, fastings^ tears^ expectations, and solemne 
appeals, call these hare events ? The Lord pity you. 
Surely we fear^ because it ha$h been a merciful and 
gracious deliverance to us. I beseech you, in the bowels 
of Christ, search after the mind of the Lord ii\ it to- 
wards you, and we shall help you by our prayers^ that 
you may find it out; for yet (if we know our hearts at 
all) our bowels do in Christ Jesus yearn after the godly 
in Scotland." 

This looks like earnestness and sincerity. In the 
very same correspondence, however, there is something 
that contradicts it a little. Cromwell having invited^ with 
an air of noble tolerance, the presbyterian ministers^ who 
had taken refuge in the castle^ to resume their duties in 



rious chapels of di& dty-^the governor iutimattfi, 
ner, that thne reverend gentlemen have not beat 
) conquer some alarm of the preaching cnirtaMers 
English army, and that " they are read; to be 
in their Ma»ter'» gervice, and to refiue no sufier- 
yet " finding oodiing esprest in yonrs wherenpon 
Id any security for their persons," they " are 
»i to reserve themselves for better times, and to 
ipon Him, who hatii hidden his face for a while 
lie sons of Jacob." To this, with Bomediiiig of 
onsiderate plainness, ibe impetuous English gene- 
eserting bis Bible phraseology, at once i^oins. 
! Idndnesee ofiered W the ministers with you was 
ritb ingenuitie, thinking it might haTe met with 
:e : but I am satisfied u tell those with you, that 
r JMiMier's sCTTjioe (a* they call it) were chiefly in 
ye, imagination of suffering would not have caused 
, return; much lesse the practice by our party (as 
re pleased to say), upon the ministers of Clirist in 
odthave been an ailment of personal prosecution. 
linistere in England are supported, and have libertjr 
ach the Rospell, though Tiot to raiie, nor under 
oe hereof to overtop the civiU pov>er, or dehaw it 
'I please." This certainly looks amazingly like a 
1 burst of laughter at the mutual affectation of 
: kept up by OUT hihlical professors. It calls to 
the merry meeting of the brother-augurs in the 
of Rome. 

; now let us observe, from other sources, what 
f style was adopted towards Cromwell by indif- 
persons whom he had oUiged, cw who hoped for 
8 from him. They may suggest the sort of de- 
e plan or system which his enthusiasm and re- 
repute served to, or assumed. A Mr. Walter 
:k thus writes to the lord general — " My heart 
lie to burst oft in the weeke, not with jealouwes, 
igs, suspitions, or querulousnees, as perhaps von 
e tempted to think, but with a flood of aP 
oDctioD of love, joy, delight, and aam«i 
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to salute you with a few unfeigned lines ; all which^ by 
three or four considerations — or, it may be^ temptations 
-—are dam'd up, as having no vent, but in prayer and 
praises, which sometimes I make my business in a ditchy 
woody or under a hay-mow, in your behalf e, I pray 
believe not any that shall say that you are lesse beloved, 
honoured, or remembered by the Welch saints than 
ever you were> or any man is. Let not, I beseech you, 
your catholique projects (though otherwise fundament- 
ally good) seem to excuse your conscience for letting 
slip any particular present opportunity to serve the 
least saint. That renowned auncient saint, Mr. Rice 
Williams of Newport, being one who hath served the 
state in many places, but not gained a penny therefrom, 
is pitched upon by the saints here a year agoeyor that 
place of registering deeds; your favourable assistance is 
much desired therein by the godly of this country, in 
whose names I salute you in the Lord." And in 
another letter, a female friend of Mr. Cradock, Mrs. 
Mary Netheway, thus opens a budget of prayers' and 
praises to the great lord general. — ^^Dear and hon. 
nored sur in the Lord, — Having travelled with the pepd 
of God in spretual labore, and haveing now bine a letel 
refreshed with God's renewed power and presents 
amongs the golden candelsticks, I have med bould to 
writ this few lynes to you, wherin I desir to bless God 
for his marsy to your poore soule, that was so much 
conipast about with gret temtations. This is one thing 
I desir of you, to demolish thos monstres wich arr set 
up as ornaments in Privy-garden. Truly, sur, we 
stand on the sea of glase : O that we may have the harps 
of Qod in our hands, and may be in readiness when our 
Lord shall apear, for his apearing is near. Blessed is 
he that is sealed, and hath oyle in his vesseL Remem^ 
ber me to dere Mr. Cradock'* 

In such letters as these we may behold Cromwell in 
his intercourse with the humblest. They are all his 
equals. He shares their temptations, and humiliates 
himself to their own vilest condition. The imagination 



171 BHII 

ptctuies him passing from tent to tent among bis BoI-< 
diers, with a prayer for one, a jest for another, equslitjr 
and brotherhood for all. 

And having thus exhibited what some may coDsi- - 
der the meaner ubcb of tiis enthuaiaem, observe it nest 
on a grander theatre. Bishop Burnet, speaking of the 
■trails to which he was reduced on the eve of th« 
battle of Dunbar, proceeds thus — " The Scots drew 
near Cromwell, who bdng pressed by them retired 
towards Dunlxir, where his ships and proTisions lay. 
The Scots followed him, and were posted on a hill 
about a mile from thence, where there was no 
attacking them. CromwieU mat then in great dUtrett, 
and looked on hijruelfat undone. There was no march- 
ing towards Berwick, the ground was too narrow ; nor 
could he come back into the country without being 
separated from his ships, and starving his army. The 
least evil seemed U> be to kill his horses, and put his 
army on board, and sail back to Newcastle ; which, in 
the disposition that England was in at that time, would 
have been all their destruction, for it would have occa- 
sioned an universal insurrection for the king. Tbey 
had not above three days' forage for their harses. So 
Cromwell called his offiiers to a day of seeking the 
Lord, in their style, 'He loved to tt^ much of that 
matter aU hi* life lottg afterurardi ; he said, he felt such 
an enlargement of heart in prayer, and such quiet upon 
it, that be bade all about him tt^e heart, /or God had 
certainly heard them, and would ap^arfor them. After 
prayer they walked in the earl of Roxhui^h's gardens 
that lay under the hill, and by prospective glasses they 
discerned a great motion in the Scottish camp ; vpon 
tnhuA Cromwell gwddenty said, ' God it delivering them 
into our hands, they are comijig doan to us.' " That 
battle will be described hereafter, and another act of 
sudden enthusiasm noted, which had even more than 
this the aspect of real inspiration. 

Nor was it on great public occasions, or to public 
persons, or to the common soldiers of his army, or to 
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the mere private tools of his intrigues^ that this re- 
markable intercourse of enthusiasm restricted itself 
in Cromwell. I shall hereafter show it, the same in 
kind though in a less degree^ among the most intimate 
members of his family. And to the officers with whom 
his daily life was passed^ and to whom he could have 
scarcely written aught with which that daily life corre- 
sponded not^ he held the same enthusiastic tone. Some 
of these letters I am able to produce. To the mild and 
sensible Fairfax, shortly after an illness which had 
moved the sympathy and concern of the latter^ he thus 
writes on the 7th of March^ l647* 

" Sir — It hath pleased God to raise mee out of a dan- 
gerous bicknesse ; and I doe roost willingly acknowledge 
that the Lord hath (in this Visitation) exercised the 
howells of a Father towards mee. I receaved in my selfe 
the sentence of deaths that I might learn to trust in Him 
that raiseth from the dead, and have noe confidence in 
the flesh. Its a blessed thinge to dye daylie. For what 
is there in this World to be accounted off the best Men 
according to the flesh, and thinges are lighter than 
vanitye. I flnde this only good ; to love the Lord^ and 
his poore despised people ; to doe for them, and to hee 
readie to sufier with them ; and hee that is found worthy^ 
of this hath obteyned great favor from the Lord : aqd 
hee that is estahUshed in this, shall (being conformed to 
Christ, and the rest of the bodye) participate in the 
Glory of a resurrection which will answer all. ...Sir, 
I must thankfully confesse your favor in your last letter. 
I see I am not forgotten ; and ti^uly, to bee kept in 
your remembrance is very great satisfaction to mee ; for 
I can say in the simplicitye of my hart, I putt a high 
and true valew upon your love ; which when I forgett, 
1 9haU cease to he a gratefuU and an honest man. I 
most humblie begg my service may be presented to your 
Lady, to whom I wish all happinesse and establishment 
in the truth. Sir, my prayers are for you, as becomes 
your excellencies most humble servant — Oliver Crom- 
well. . • • Sir^ Mr. Rush worth will write to you about 
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the quftrteriDg and the letter Iatel}r Bert yoo, and there- 
fore I fotbeare." 

To the lord Wharton, a year after the for^tang 

date, ne find him writinj^, less sensible indeed than 

to the Eensiblj Fairfax, hut in a lone of still more 

striking humility and even passionate self-abasement- 

" Mr Lord, — You knowe bow untoward I am att 

Ihie businesie of writinge; yett a word. ... I beseecli 

the Lord make us sensible of this great mercye heere, 

which suerlye was much more then .... the house ez- 

presseth. I triut (. . , . the goodness of our God) time 

and oportunitye to speak of itt with you face to face. 

When wee thinke of our God, what are wee ! Oh ! his 

mercy to the whole societye of Saincls, despised, jeered 

saincta. Lett them mocke on. Would wee were aQ 

saincts; the hest of us are (God knowee) poore weake 

saincts, yett saincts ; if not *heepe, pet lawbet, and mvet 

bee fedd. We have daylie bread, and shall have itt, in 

desnite of all enimies. There's enough in our Father's 

, and he disparselh itt as our eyes .... behinde, 

re can .... we for him. I thiuke thorough theise 

ird' mercyes (as wee call them) fayth, patience, 

hope, all are exercised and perfected, yea Christ 

d, and growes to a perfect man within us. I 

i not how well to diatingnish : the difference ia 

in the subject : to a worldly man they are out- 

; to a Saint, Christian : but I dispute not, my 

I rejoyce in your perticular mercye. I hope that 

to you; if soe, itt shall not hurt yon, not make 

)lott or shift for the younge baron to make hira 

You will say, hee is God's to dispose off, and 

for, and there yon will leave him. My love to the 

little ladye, brtter then the child. The Lord 

you both. My love and service to all friended 

and low ; if you will, my Lord and Lady 

^ve and WiU. Hill. I am tmly your faythfull 
d and humblest servant, O. Cromwell." 

iree years afterwards, when he had conquered at 
«ster and was on the very eve of his usurpation, he 
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thus^ in preparation for the latter events writes to his 
" esteemed friend Mr. Cotton^ pastor at Boston/' one of 
the early and famous ministers of New £ngland. This 
letter offers the most striking illustration that could he 
found of certain eminent peculiarities which lay at the very 
root of aU the strength and all the weakness of his charac- 
ter. '' Worthy Sir and my Christian Friend, — I 
receaved yours a few days sithence ; it was welcome to 
mee, hecause signed hy you, whome I love and honour 
in the Lord. But more to see some of the same grounds 
of our actinges stirringe in you, that have in us to quiet 
us in our worke, and support us therein ; which hath 
had greatest difficultye in our engagement with Scotland, 
hy reason wee have had to doe with some, who were (I 
verily thinke) godly, hut through weaknesse and the 
subtiltie of Sathan, involved in interest against the Lord, 
and his people. With what tendemesse wee have pro- 
ceeded with such, and that in synceritie, our papers 
(which I suppose you have seen) will in part manifest, 

and I give you some comfortable assurance offi 

The Lord hath marvelously appeared even against them. 
And now againe when all the power was devolved into 
the Scotish Kinge and the malignant partye, they in- 
vadinge England, the Lord rayned upon them such 
snares as the enclosed will shew, only the narrative is 
short in this, that of their whole armie when the narra- 
tive was framed, not five of their whole armie returned. 
Surely S>^ the Lord is greatly to hee feared, as to he 
praised. Wee need your prayers in this as much as 
ever : how shall wee behave ourselves after such mercyes? 
What is the Lord a doeinge? What prophesies are 
now fulfiUinge ? Who is a God like ours ? To knowe 
his will, to doe his will, are both of him. ... I tooke 
this Hbertye from husinesse to salute you thus in a 
word. Truly I am ready to serve you, and the rest of 
our brethren and the cliurches with you. I am a poore 
weake creature, and not worthy the name of a worme, 
yet accepted to serve the Lord and his people : Indeed, 
my dear friend, between you and mee^ you know not meej 

VOL. VI. N 
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my V3halcne88^y my inordinate pttssions, my unskilful 
nesse, and every way unfitnesse to my worke; yett, yett, 
the Lord, who will ham mercye on whome hee willy does as 
you see. Pray for mee: salute all christian friends 
though unknown. I rest your afi^ctionate friend to 
serve you, O. Caomweix/' 

In the year l646, after his m6re militai'y exertions 
had for a tiiAe heeh closed hy the victory of Naseby, 
and his thoughts were busied with the important ques- 
tion of the person of the king and all the strange and 
even fearful considerations it may well he supposed to 
have involved, we find him writing in a somewhat simi- 
lar strain to his eldest daughter, whose republican ten- 
dencies, cherished iand strengthened by her husband 
Ir^ton, had even thus early defclared themselves. The 
letter (which is dated the 25th of October, jmd ad- 
dressed to '^ hys beloved daugh'tef Bridget Iretoh, at 
Cornbury, the General's quarters,") contains several cha. 
racteristic points, and n6t least among them is that sort of 
appeal to her from the defection of his younger daughter 
Elizabedi, who had royalist tastes und predilections, and 
whose very weakness in that point seems, by a process of 
love not difficult to follow, to have endeared her even mote 
than her other sifters to this always affectionate father. 
— " Deere Daugbter, — I write not to thy husband^ 
partly to avoid trouble, for one line of mine hegitts many 
of his, which I doubt makes him sitt up too late; partly 
because I am myselfe indisposed att this tyme ; havinge 
some other considerations. Your friends att Ely are 
•well : your sister Claypole is (I trust in mercye) exet^ 
eised with some perplexed thoughts. She sees her owrue 
vanitye, and carnal minde, Bewaillihge it ; shee seekes 
after (as I hope alsoe) that w^h will satisfie. And 
thus to be a seeker, is to be of the best sect next a finder, 
and such an one shall every faythfuU humble seeker 
bee att the end. Happie seeker, happie finder. Whoe 
ever tasted that the Lord is gracious, without some sence 
of self vanitye, and badnesse } Whoe ever tasted that 
graciousnesse of his, and could goe lesse in desier, and 
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i€Bse then presBinge after full enjoyment ? Deere hart^ . 
presse on ; lett not husband^ lett not itny thinge^ coole 
thy afiections after Christ. I hope bee will be an oc- 
<aision to enfiame them. That w^*^ is best worthy of 
love in thy husband^ is that of the image of Christ bee 
beares. Looke on that^ and love it best^ and all the rest 
for that. I pray for thee^ and him ; doe so for me. 
My service and deere affections to the Generally and Ge^ 
nerallesse. / heere she is very kind to thee; it adds to , 
all other obligations. My love to all ; I am thy deere 
Father, O. Cromwell," 

The view which these letters present to us will be 
completed by two extracts from the letters of two very 
influential men of the time, unlike each other in all 
things save this — that both were zealous republicans. 
They bear date at the commencement of the Worcester 
campaign. Even so late as this Cromwell had sustained 
appearances with the stern and isflexible Bradshaw — 
even in his present glory and power he had chiefly im- 
pressed the enthusiastic Harrison with the sense of his 
humility, and his desire to bear the burthen of his 
greatness only by help of that comfort and grace 
which the meanest mi^t share along with him. '^ My 
dear lord/' exhorts Harrison, " lett waiting upon Jeho- 
vah bee the greatest and most considerate business yow 
have every daie ; reckon itt soe more then to eate, sleepe, 
or councell together. Run aside sometimes from pour 
companie, and gett a word with the Lord, Why shovM 
not yow have three or four precious souks alkoaies standi 
ing att <your elbow, with whom yow might now and then 
turns into a comer, I have found refreshtnent and 
mercie in such a waie. Ah, the Lord of compassion 
owne, pittie your burdens, care for yow, stand by and 
refresh your hearte each moment. / would I could in 
ante hind doe yow good, my heart is with yow, and my 
poore praters to my God for yow. The Allmightie 
Father carrie yow in his very bosome, and deliver yow 
(if itt bee his will) from touching a very haire of anie 

N 2 



bom Jmus hitth bled. ! espect a very gradooif 

le in this p«rticular." 

e more sober and manly tone of Bradsbaw's 

yet intimates the strongest faith in the em- 

of Cromwell, and his just claim to assistance in 
;reat work from the Terj hand of God: — 

Lord, — By the hands of this tniEtie bearer, ac 
I pray you, of this paper remembrance and ealuta- 
rom him nbo both upon the publique and his owne 
te account i» verie much your dettor, and with 
your poore friends here prayes for and adores the 
estation of God's gracious presence with you in all 
weygbty affaires ; which, as they are undertaken 
ale to God's glory and his people's good, will, 
gh contynuance of the same dyvine presence and 
', be crowned with answerable successe; and 
>ever belong to God in the nation where you are^ 
n the close of all, have cause to say periUtemut 
triiasemus. In the mean tyme, God can and will 
tliose slubbom spirits, and convince them of their 
Tysy who create you all this trouble, and give a 
full testimony to the sinceritie of his poore servants* 

i who have appealed unto bim My Lord, 

>eare particularizing things here ; only this, God 
cious to us in dyacovery of many of our enemies 
nes (which thereby have proved abortive), and de- 
ing their councels in a good measure into our 
I ; and in watching over the common eafetie, there 
ich acknowledgement due to the indefatigable in- 
y of M. General! Harriion, your faithfull servant 
ubetitute in that worke here. Your Lordship will 
ly heare of some numbers of godly persont in a 
lentall forme here in London whose example will 
llowed by others of like good mynd in Norwich, 
, and other places, who have sent for Commissions 

for that purpose, and our resolution is they shall 

rant incouragement My Lord, I will trespasse 

irther upon your tyme. The Lord of Hosts te 

you: the God of Jacob be your refnge. The 
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liumblest of your welwillersy fryends and servants. Jo. 
Bbadshawe." 

Is it possible^ however^ the reader will ask^ to pene- 
trate into the habits of Cromwell such as they were 
apart from the restraint imposed on them by letters^ 
over which, however free or familiar the object to which 
ihey were addressed^ the character of the age could not 
but cast^ as it were insensibly and as a matter of course^ 
its own air of elevation and enthusiasm ? Can we view 
Cromwell in his own home, or the homes of his friends^ 
in the freedom and the abandonment of social inter- 
course? If we might see him there^ perhaps these 
strange discordancies would in some sort vanish, and 
expose to view the natural man beneath them. — The 
reader shall see him there^ in so far as those private 
scenes^ or familiar habits^ have been happily handed 
down to us. 

Whitelocke^ in his ^' Memorials/' relates the following 
anecdote. '' From the council of state Cromwell and 
his son Ireton went home with me to supper^ where they, 
were very chear/ul, and seemed extremely well pleased ; 
we discoursed together till twelve a-clock at nighty and 
they told me wonderful observations of Crod*8 providence, 
in the affairs of the war^ and in the business of the 
army's coming to London, and seizing the members of 
the house^ in aU which were miraculous passages.'* 
We find an air of reality and sincerity, at last, about 
this little supper. Here was the cheerful spirit of the 
men, unclouded by strange delusions or fanatic profes- 
sions, and yet, slyly though perhaps sincerely, lurking 
beneath it the materials for both. 

In the next anecdote, the picture is not so favour. 
able> yet natural withal, and not on the whole unpleas- 
ing. I take it from the Life of Waller, written by the 
poet's intimate friend. " Mr. Waller," he says, speak- 
ing of his intimacy with Cromwell, who was, as formerly 
stated, his kinsman by marriage, " often took notice, 
that in the midst of their discourse a servant has come 

N S 
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1 tell them each and such attended ; upon ifbich 
nwell would rise, and stop them, Ulking at the 
ere ho could over-hear them skj, The Lord wiB 
Tie Lord «nU help, and several such expresuons ; 
hen be relumed to Mr. Waller be excused, say- 
ua Waller, / ntuat talk to OtK mea after (Mr 
ry and would then go on where they left ofi*. 
ated in Mr. Waller an opinion that he secretly 
those whom he seemed to court," The opinion 
Qy a n(m-»equitwr. We may taspect a man 
, whoEc style of speaking or of thinking we-may 
ncerely difler from. Were this aoecdote unac- 
>d with other evidence to show an unworthy 
Dsion in Cromwell to the use of a like style of 
for wicked and unworthy ends, it might stand 
a an excellent and sufficing proof of the cour- 
gentility of his spirit. The worst imputatioii 
lecdote, however, has been confirmed, on the 
' of a friend of Oliver St. John, by an anoay- 
iter of repute. " The enlhusiasm of Crom- 
ys the author of a " Political History of the 
ras " entirely assumed and politic. Oliver 
declared that Cromwell being one day at tabfe 
friends, and locking tea the cork of a bottle of 
pi which he had opened, on being informed, 
e person attended for admittance to see him, 
, says Cromwell, we are in search of the holy 

was really said it must have been in an incautious 
indeed, or for some such hysterical reKef from 
orpainful thought as the cushion supplied wbicli 
at Ludlow. In the general affinrs of his heuee- 
10 far as religion and religious observances were 
1, he was strict and even in some easts exact- 
1 unimpeachable witness, Calamy, in his Life of 
las the following statement. " I bad hunt 
eral (and it liad been confirmed to me by Mr. 
White, who lived at Whitehall at the very 
! with Mr.Howe) diat the notion of a particular 
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faith in prayer, prevailed much in Cromwell's court ; and 
that it was a common opinion among them, that such as 
were in a special manner favoured of God^ when the^r 
offered up prayers and supplications to him for his 
mercies^ either for theipselves or others, often had such 
impressions made on their minds and spirits by a divine 
handy as signifyed to them^ not only in the general^ that 
their prayers would he heard, and graciously answered^ 
hut that the particular murcies that were sought for, would 
he c^tainly bestowed j nay^ and sometimes also intimated 
to them in what way and manner they would he afforded; 
and pointed out to them future events heforehand, which 
in reality is the same as inspiration. Having heard of 
mischief done hy the prevalence of this notion^ I took 
the opportunity that ofl^red^ when there was nothing to 
hinder the utmost freedom, to enquire of Mr. Howe, what 
he had known ahout this matter^ and what were his ap- 
prehensions concerning it ? He told me the prevalence 
of the notion that I mentioned at Whitehall, at the time 
when he lived there, was too notorious to be called in 
question ; and that not a little pains was taken to culti- 
vate and support it ; and that he once heard a sermon 
there (from a person of note) the avowed design of 
which was to maintain and defend it. He said he wa4 
80 fully convinced of the ill tendency of such a principle^ 
that after the hearing this sermon, he thought himself 
hound in conscience^ when it came next to his turn to 
preach before Cromwell, to set himself industriously to 
oppose it, and to heat down that spiritual pride and con- 
fidence^ which such fancied impulses and impressions 
were apt to produce and cherish. He told me, he ob- 
served that while he was in the pulpit, Cromwell heard 
him with great attention, but would sometimes knit hie 
brows, and discover great uneasiness. When the ser- 
mon was over, he told me a person of distinction came 
to him^ and asked him if he knew what he had done ? 
and signified it to him as his apprehension, that Crom- 
well would he so incensed upon that discourse, that he 
would find it very difiicult ever to make his peace with 



I, or secure hU favour for the future. Mr. Howe 
-~d, that he h(d but (lischuged bis consdence, and 
leave ihe event with God. He told roe he aften- 
observed, Cromv>eU ua# cooler in Aw carriage to 
ian bejore; aud BometimeB be thought he would 
ipolcen to him of the matter, hut be never did, and 
' chose to forbear." 

e wilderness of doubt nhich every inquirer into the 
■r character of thia extraordinary man (howefer 
I his researches enable him, as he aupposes, to 
'ale beneath the surface), must yet find himBelf 
the laat, in regard to many of his motives atid hii 
doea not aeem to receive any clue even from 
;riking and well authenticated detail, Cromwell 
ppears in it rather aa the politic than the fanatic 

e Tery selection of his chaplwns seems to coun- 
X the notion, that with him religion was rather a 
tof policy than persuasion ; and a matter, there- 
jver which he preferred to hare such placed in 
rity as he could himself in turn influence or rule. 

he was ill at ease with Howe. His favourites 
lugh Peters, who savoured much of a madman*; 
, who appears to have been half madman and 
wl ; John Goodwill, who loolced forward to the 
nium ; Thomas Goodwin, who raved about the five 

; and Jeremy White — hut a little anecdote con- 
I with Cromwell will showwhat Jeremy White was. 
:mixan relates it, and if, with others that need not 
leatedhere, it is received with belief, there can be 
louht that Cromwell, in engaging White as his 
in, secured in him also a buffoon gratis. The 
''ranees, one of the parties to the anecdote, was tbe 
est and most beautiful of Cromwell's daughters, 
id been set apart by the gossip of Europe for the 
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qaeen of Charles 11.^ being thus destined^ it was said^ 
to serve as the bond of union between the decaying 
commonwealth and the renewing royalty of England. 
Charles II. had found a rivals however^ in Mr. Jeremy 
White. '^ One of the protector's domestic chaplains^" 
says the historian of the Stuarts^ '* Mr. Jeremy White^ a 
sprightly man^ arid a top wit of his court, was so ambitious 
as to make his addresses to lady Frances^ the protector'ij 
youngest daughter. The young lady did not disen- 
courage him ; and this picee of innocent gallantry^ in 
such a courts cou'd not be carried on without spies. 
Oliver was told of it^ and he was much concerned at it; 
obliging the person who told him to be on the watch ; 
tind if he could give him any substantial proof, he should 
be well rewarded^ and White severely punished. The 
ispy followed the matter so close, that he hunted Jerry 
White^ as he was generally termed^ to the lady's cham- 
ber^ and ran immediately to the protector with this news. 
Oliver^ in a rage^ hastened thither himself^ and going in 
hastily^ found Jerry on his knees kissing the lady's 
hand; or having just kiss'd it. Cromwell^ in a fury^ 
ask'd what what was the meaning of that posture be^ 
fore his daughter Frank ? White, with a great deal of 
presence of mind, said, ^ May it please your highness, 
I have a long time courted that young gentlewoman 
there, my lady's woman, and cannot prevail; I was there- 
fore humbly praying her ladyship to intercede for me.' 
The protector, turning to the young woman, cry'd, * What's 
the meaning of this, Hussey } Why do you refuse the 
honour Mr. Wliite wou'd do you ? He is my friend, and I 
expect you shou'd treat him as such.' My lady's woman, 
who desired nothing more, with a very low courtesy 
reply'd, ' If Mr. Wliite intends me that honour, I shaU 
not be against him.' ' Says't thou so, my lass,' cry'd 
Cromwel ; ' call Goodwyn, this business shall be done 
presently before I go out of the room.' Mr. WTiite 
was gone too far to go back. The parson came. Jerry 
and my lady's woman were marry 'd in presence of the 
protector, who gave her 500/. for her portion; and 
that, with the money she had sav'd before, made Mr, 
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White easy in his circurQstances, ei^cept in one things 
which, was, that he never lov'd his wi|e^ nor she hiiii> 
tho' they liv'd together near lifty years afterwards. X 
knew them both, and heard thU story tM when Mt9* 
White was present, who did not contradict it, hut Qwrv4 
there was something in it" 

Supposing the religious pretensions to^ have heen very 
much a matter of assumption with Cromwell^ it wopld 
seem at once to explain the source of his remarkable 
fondness for buffoonery. It had become a necessary re- 
lief from the pain of so much insincerity^ to fling him- 
sdff when he oould> headlong into the other extreme* 
He kept four buffoons at Whitehall^ and generally^ 
when inclined to sporty made himself a fifth. Hero 
was the reality of his nature vindicating itself some-r 
how ! * Pr. Hutton has preserved the record* of a very 
remarkable scene of this sort. — ^^ At the marriage of 
the lady Frances Cromwell," he says, *^ to Mr. B-ich^ 
the grandson and heir of the earl of Warwick^ the 
protector, whose mind at that moment was far from 
}^ng at ease, amused himself by thirowing about; thQ 
sack-posset among the ladies to spoil their clothes, 
which they took as a favour, as also wet sweetmeats ; 
and daubed all the stools where they were to sit with 
wet sweetmeats ; and put off Rich*s wig and would havf 
thrown it into the fire, but did TWt, yei he sat upon «/» 
An old formal courtier^ sir Thomas Billingsley, that 
was gentleman usher to the queen of Bohemia^ wa^ 
entertained amongst them, and he danced before them 
with his cloak and sword, and one of the foy^r of th$ 
protectors buffoons made his lip black like a beard^ 
^whereat the knight drew his knife, mis^g very little 
of killing the fellow." 

A scene not unlike this — the merriment of a mind 
^ ill at ease" plunging recklessly into a tboughtles9 
coarseness — is described in a royalist pamphlet, en- 
titled ^'The Court and Kitchen of Mrs. Joan CromweU.** 
The reader will make allowanoe, however, for the scur- 

• Karltfaa Mlseellapy. 



6LITEB CROMWELXm 187 

rilous tone of the writer. *' His, feasts were none of 
the liherallest^ and far from magnificence ; even those 
two he gave the French amhassador and the parliament 
in 1656, upon their gratulatioh of his Syndercomhe 
deliverance ; which last amounted not to above lOOO/., 
and she [the protectress] 9aved 200/. of it in the ban-* 
quet. For a big bellied woman^ a spectator^ near Crom. 
well's table^ upon the serving thereof with sweet meats, 
desiring a few dry candies of apricocks, colonel Fride^ 
sitting at the same, instantly threw into her apron a 
conserve of wet, with both his hands, and stained it all 
over ; when, as if that had been the sign, Oliver cachet 
up his napkin, and throws it at Pride, he al him again, 
while all the table were engaged in the scuffle, the noise 
whereof made the members rise before the sweet meats 
were set down, and, believing dinner was done, ge to 
this pastime of gambols, and be spectators qf his high^ 
ness* s frolicks. M^ere it worth a description, I could 
give the reader a just and particular account of that 
Ahab festival, as it was solemnised in the banquetting 
house of Whitehall" 

The story of Ludlow and the cushion has been told 
— ^that of Marten and Cromwell, on the eve of the 
king's execution, is given in the life of that statesman* 
It is also on record, that when Hugh Peters urged the 
execution of Chailes from the pulpit, CromweD suddenly 
hurst into a loud laugh, to the scandal of all present, 
and was only excused on the score -of an '* in6rmity/' 
"Waller's friend, whom I have before quoted, tefls us:— 
*' Mr. Waller lived mostly at Beaoonsfield, where hit 
mother dwelt in her widowhood, and ofteh entertained 
Oliver Cromwell there, during his usurpation, he being 
related to her. But notwithstanding her relation to the 
usurper, and colonel Hampden, she was a royalist in 
her principles ; and when Oliver visited her at Beacons- 
field, she would frankly tell him how his pretensions 
would end. The usurper used merrily to throw a nap^ 
kin at her in return, and said he would not enter into 
further disputes with his aunt ; for so he used to call 
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her, though cot quite eo nearly related." Cowley in' 
hia " ViKiOD," too, spealcB of his " flinging of cushions 
~. pitting at anow'balla with his servuita," as « 
ig of familiar report.' 

Jut the moit extraordinary evidence that exists of 
extent to which these propensities were occasionally 
ied, U given bj the learned doctor Balea. " Mi- 
es ductores," says that nriter, nho was Cromwell's 
sician, " congiariia freqnentius devincire, nonnuR- 
m in media cibitione, fame nondum pacatA gregarios 
[tea pulsaCiE tympams intromitiere ut seroesas rap- 
:nt reliquiae. Robuelos ac vere militarea nocivis & 
die exercitiis tractare, velnti pruna candente non- 
iquam ocreis injectfL, vel culcitris bine inde in capita 
rstis. Semel autem prrludita ht^ua modi probe lassos 
risa laitatoa prcfectos sd cordis apertionem provo- 
it; eoque modo ab ittcautie eUcuit arcana quiedam, 
: perpetuis lenebria optabant postmodum involuta ; 
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dum ipse^ sententias omnium scrutatus^ celaret suam.'' 
'^ He would order (that is) great feasts for the inferior 
officers^ and whilst they were feeding and before they 
had satisfied their hunger^ cause the drums to beat and 
let in the private soldiers to faU on, and snatch away 
the half' eaten dishes. The robust and sturdy soldiers 
he loved to divert with violent and hazardous exercises ; 
as by making them sometimes throvo a burning coal into 
one another s hoots, or cushions at one another^ s heade. 
When the officers had sufficiently laughed, and tired 
themselves with these preludes^ he would wheedle them 
to open their hearts freely ; and by that means he drew 
some secrets from the unwary, which afterwards they 
wished might have been wrapped up in everlasting 
darkness ; whilst he^ in the mean time, pumping the 
opinion of all others^ concealed his own.!' 

I close these notices of Cromwell's more familiar 
habits with two anecdotes of a pleasanter kind^ related 
in Whitelocke's Memorials. The first refers to Crom. 
^ .well and Ireton. " As they,** says the lord commissioner, 
** went home from my house, their coach was stopped 
and they examined by the guards, to whom they told 
their names ; but the captain of the guards would not 
believe them, and threatned to carry these two great 
officers to the court of guard. Ireton grew a Uttle angry, 
hut Cromwell was chearful with the soldiers, gave them 
twenty shillings^ and commended them and their captain 
for doing their duty," Again — Whitelocke tells us :— 
*^ The protector often advis'd about this [the petition 
and advice] and other great businesses with the lord 
Broghill, Pierpoint, myself> sir Charles Wolsely and 
Thurloe, and would be shut up three or four hours to- 
gether in private discourse, and none were admitted to 
come in to him ; he would sometimes be very chearful 
with us, and laying aside his greatness he would be ex- 
ceeding familiar with us, and by way of diversion, would 
make verses with us, and every one must try his fancy ; 
he commonly calTd for tobacco, pipes, and a candle, and 
would now and then take tobacco himself; then he woM 
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/ Ojiatn to his serioui and great buaineis, and adviBe 
th lu in those a&ira ; and this be did often with ub, 

1 our counsel was accepted and foUowed by him, in 
iBt of hiB greatest affairs." 

The writer of these pages has no favourite theory to 
•blieh out of hia records of the life of Cromwell-^ 
B dmply his aim to attempt to arrive at aa fair and 
partial a ground for judgment, as the circumstances 
1 enable him to attain. Therefore, standiog at the 
eshold of that aEtoniahing person's political greatness, 

has thought it advisable to present to Affi reader 
la, from every vuious quarter, the possible means and 
Durcea by the use of which he achieved it in the 
1. Out of these, the reader will possibly have 
^ady formed his own judgment*— 'jet let it for die 
sent be suspended, till the progress of Cromwell'a 
: haa advanced Borne years with the light of these 
earches and inquiries cast upon it. Thus much, 
anwhile, the writer may be allowed to any, in vindi- 
Lon of the somewhat unusual course he has taken, 
t the notion which seems to be held by many 
inent writers, diat Cromwell was after all perhaps 
y the instrument of fate, working its own wild vrill 
the wild and changing hnmouia of the army — is 

which, however feasible in the main, could only 
e been arrived at by the course hitherto taken in the 
idtndinons accounts that exist of him, of judging by 
If ea<^ separate incident of his extraordinary career 
ts single shape as it arose. This seemed to be pro- 
:tive of much error. He was too great a man, in- 
idually, to have worked without a plan, and yet 
\ deficient in the element of moral greatness, whidi 
lid in itself have witiiheld him from the plan he 
imed. Viewed in his separate qualitieB a greater 
) has probably never lived — a man with more 
nent abilities for statesmanship — a more masterly 
tier, judging him by the age in which he lived, and 
objects he accomplished — a person more wonder., 
y gifted in all the attributes of snbUest thought, uid 
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of an intellect the most piercing and profound. The 
moral elevation^ too, of his courage should be admitted by 
all^ since in the days of his greatest danger^ when 
assassins beset him round his bed and at his boards he 
gave way to no base thought of mere personal fear. 
His eminent and dioughtfnl sagacity has never been 
disputed^ nor the vastness of his comprehension^ nor 
the marvellous intrepidity of his purposes, nor the in- 
exhaustible expedients and powers of his mind. Is it 
possible to suppose, then, that all these amazing faculties 
failed in their mission on earth — for they did fail — 
without some rooted curse that lay in his nature deepet 
than them all, and, when they sought to identify them- 
selves with settled and lasting projects, that at once dis- 
persed them to the winds p 

That curse was his want of truth, and could only 
have been implanted in such a nature by some early 
scheme of the fatal ambition Which he revised in later 
life. ^^Exphca atque excute intelligentiam tuam,'* 
says the great Roman philosopher, '' ut videas, qus sit 
in ea species, forma, et notio viri boni. Cadit ergo in 
virum bonum mentiH emolumenti sui catisd, criminari 
prderipere, fallere? Nihil profecto mhitis. !Est ergo 
uUa res tanti, aut commodum uUum tarn expetendum, ut 
viri boni et splendorem et nomen amittas ? Quid est, 
quod afierre tantum utilitas ista, quae dicitur, possit, 
quantum auferre, si boni viri nomen eripuerit, fidem 
justitiamque detraxerit ? " Oh no — nothing can supply 
its place — " utility'* or profit without it have never yet 
made out their case in this world. The discovery of 
its absence here was fatal at once. The parties who had 
in turn trusted, and been in turn betrayed, fled all from 
Cromwell's side at last, and left him alone, and the vast 
designs he had hoped to leave permanently impressed 
upon the genius of the English people and the character 
of the English constitiition, sunk with him into his grave. 
But not these alone. He dragged there, too, in so far as 
it was possible for him to do so, — for a good as well as 
great thought, once born in the world, can never whoUy 
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die^ — the more virtuous and more able designs of the 
yet immortal statesmen he supplanted^ and left the path 
altogether clear for the base^ the wicked^ the licentious 
slavery, of the restored monarch who succeeded him. 

Still must some portion of the reality .of that enthu- 
siasm with which he wrought his nnworthiest aims^ he 
permitted to remain with him. On his death -bed^ we 
shall see^ it shone suddenly forth^ when all the insincerity 
and the trick of Ufe and its designs had passed for ever. 
Then broke forth that almost fierce sincerity and belief 
of inspiration with which his first exertions in the re- 
publican cause began^ and which^ if grosser objects had 
not crossed it^ would probably have realised the greatest 
career for Cromwell that had ever been flung open to 
mortal man. It is by leaving with him a portion of 
this true enthusiasm even in his works of greatest in- 
sincerity — it is by supposing that one so accomplished 
in deluding others^ might also^ and that most deeply — 
have deluded himself — that the extraordinary incon- 
sistencies which have been noted in him^ will find their 
sole solution at the lastr With this^ these suggestions 
towards his character may now be left^ for the resump- 
tion of the story of his fortunes. The difficulties that 
stood in the way of a direct and simple narration of the 
latter^ as they shaped their course from the opening of 
his political influence in the matter of the self-denying 
ordinance^ have now been in a measure dispersed^ and 
the reader may follow on the great points of their tracks 
clearly and uninterruptedly. 



At the pause in our narrative Cromwell was left in 
consultation with Vane. Shortly afterwards^ namely^ 
on the 23d of November, the house of commons pro- 
fessed itself greatly discontented with the affair of 
Dennington Castle, and made an order that on the fol- 
lowing Monday Waller and Cromwell, two of the prin- 
cipal officers who were members of that house, should 
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declare their whole knowledge and information respect* 
ing the late proceedings of the conjoined armies. What 
was the sum of Waller's declaration does not appear : 
but Cromwell at once seized die occasion to bring all 
matters in dispute between himself and the earl of 
Manchester to a decision, in which other matters^ not 
less important, would not less be involved. 

He at once rose from his place, therefore, and alleged, 
according to Rushworth, that Manchester had alwajs 
been backward to engagements in battle, and against 
ending the war with the sword, and had been the ad- 
vocate of such a peace to which a victory in the field 
would have been an obstacle : that, since the taking of 
York, (as if he thought the king was now low enough, 
and the parliament too high) he had declined and shifted 
off whatever tended to further advantage upon the ene- 
my, and especially at Dennington Castle — " for here," 
pursued Cromwell, '* I showed him evidently how this 
success might be obtained ; and only desired leave with 
my own brigade of horse, to charge the kings army in 
their retreat,leaying it in the earl's choice, if he thought 
proper, to remain neutral with the rest of his forces. 
But, notwithstanding my importunity, he positively re- 
fused his consent ; and gave no other reason, but that 
if we met with a defeat, there was an end of oar preten- 
sions — we should aU be rebels and traitors, and be ex- 
ecuted and forfeited by law." In continuation of his 
charges CromweU then added, that, before his conjunc- 
tion with the other armies, he had drawn his army into, 
and detained it in, such situations as were favourable to 
the enemy's designs, against many commands of the 
committee of both kingdoms, and with contempt and 
vilifying of those commands; and since, sometimes 
against the council of war, and sometimes deluding the 
council, had neglected one opportunity with pretence 
of another, and that again of a third, and at last per- 
suading them that it was better not to fight at all. In 
the details of his statement, Whitelocke observes, Crom- 
well seemed (but cautiously enough) to lay more blame 

VOL. VI. o 
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^pon the officers of Essex's army than upon any other. 
He adds that Cromwell's narrative '^ gave great satis- 
faction to the assembly to which it was a<l dressed/' 

Lord Manchester himself rose in the house of lords 
the day after^ and observed to their lordships^ that he 
had lately been in employment in the armies, and that 
certain proceedings of those armies had elsewhere been 
made a subject of censure: he therefore begged the 
house would appoint a day on which he might give an 
account of those transactions. The house at once ac- 
ceded and fixed the next day but one. 

Manchester's narrative, delivered on the latter day, 
is said to have been fabricated by the united (and ever 
most worthily united) pens of Skeldon Crawford and 
Denzil Hollis: No doubt however there was a found- 
ation of truth in it^ or the earl would not have been 
prevailed upon to sign it. In some moment of greater 
faith in Manchester's political creed than the result 
Mitarranted, Cromwell had spoken out rather too plainly 
•»-and in after annoyance with his generals after 
intrigues had as inconsiderately given way to rage. Per- 
haps there was no inconsiderateness, however^ either in 
the one or the other — for the charge^ involving both, 
did no harm to Cromwell in the English army or with 
the English people ! 

It was to this effect. He first accused Cromwell^ by 
his tardiiiess and disaffection^ of being more than, 
a^ny other person the cause that the king had carried 
off his Qrdnaiice from Dennington Castle without 
molestation. This was tantamount to saying that Crom- 
well's services not having been taken when they could 
avails they were^ when utterly useless, only tardily 
offered. Not contented however with thus defending 
himself, Manchester added a separate statement of cer. 
tain speeches of Cromwell, of deep concern to the peer- 
age of England, and to the good understanding subsisting 
between England and Scotland. The sum of these 
speeches appears to have been^ that it would never be 
^eU with England till the earl of Manchester was math 
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plain Mr. Montt^gu* ; that the Scots had crossed the 
Tweed for no other purpose than to estahlish presby- 
terianism^ and that in that cause he would as soon draw 
his sword against them, as against the king ; and lastly^ 
that it was his purpose to form an army of sectaries, 
which might dictate to both king and parliament such 
conditions as they should think proper, t Manchester 
delivered both these narratives in writing to the house 
on the 2d of December -~^ and a formidable party 
appeared to be getting up to defend them. Essex sud- 
denly arrived in London after his Cornish exploits^ and 
attended several days to his ^'duty" iti the house of 
lords. 

Meanwhile measures of a stronger kind were in con* 
templation against Cromwell^ in other places than in 
the house of lords. These are graphically related by 
Whitelocke : — " One evening very late," he teUs us, 
*' Maynard and I were sent for by the lord general to 
Essex -house, and there was no excuse to be admitted, 
nor did we know beforehand the occasion of our being* 
sent for : when we came to Essex-house, we were 
brought to the lord general, and with him were the 
Scots commissioners, Mr. Hollis, sir Philip Stapylton, 
sir John Meyrick, and divers others of his specisd 
friends. After compliments^ and that all were set down 
in council, the lord general, in general terms having 
mentioned his having sent for them on important busi- 
ness, desired the lord chancellor of Scotland to enter 
into the detail, which he did in the following manner : 
' Master Maynard and master Whitlock, I can assure 
you of the great opinion both my brethren and myself 
have of your worth and abilities, else we should not 
have desired this meeting with you, and since it is his 
excellency's pleasure that I should acquaint you with 

* These are the earl's words : — " I knew the lieutenant-general to be a 
man of very deep designs ; and he has even ventured to tell me, that it 
never would be well with England till I were Mr. Montague^ and there 
were ne'er a lord or peer in the kingdom.'* 

f That advi^ was given thus : -. '* My Lord, if you will stick firm to 
honest men, you shall soon find yourself at the head of an army whidi 
shall give law to both king and parliament." 

2 



"stter upon whilke your coumel Is desired, I shall 
tiii commands, and briefly tecite the biiBiness U> 

Yon ken varjrweel that lieutenant-general Crom- 
a no friend of ours, and since the advance of our 
into England, he hath uied alt underhand and 
ng means to take Off from our honour and merit 
is kingdom ; an evil requital of all our hazards 
inicee : but bo it is, and we are neverthelese fully 
ed of the affections and gratitude of the gude peo- 

this nation in the general. It is thought requi- 
ir ua, and for the carrjring on of the cause of the 

kingdoms, that thU tAatacle or remora may be 
ed out of the way, wliom we foreeee will otherwise 

small impediment to us, and (be gude design we 
indertaken. Re not only u no friend to ve, and 
Hiemment qf our charch, but he U alio no vieU- 
te hU excellency, whom you and we all have cause 
e and honour ; and if he he permitted to go on in 
lya, it may, 1 fear, enCTanger the whole Imsiness ; 
nre we are to advise of some course to be taken 
evention of that mischief. You ken very wele die 
[ 'twiict the twa kingdoms, and the union by the 
1 league and covenant, and if any be an in. 
ry between the twa nations, hoK t> he to be pro- 

again»t : now the matter is, wherein we desire 
apinions, what you t^ the meaning of this word 
iary to he, and whether lieutenant-general Crom- 
: not eicke an incendiary, at it meant tiierebg, and 
! way wud he beet to tak to proceed against him, 
be proved to be sicke an incendiary, and that will 
lis iHngt from soaring to the prejudice of onr 
Now you may ken that by our law in Scotland 
pe him an incendiary whay kindleth coals of con- 
1, and raiseth differences in the state to the pub- 
unage, and he is tanquam pubUcua hoitU patri/i; 
er your law be the same or not, you ken best who 
ickle learned therein, and therefore with the favour 
I excellency we desire your judgments in these 
.' ff hitelock in answer, having been also desired 



OLIVER CBOMWELL. 197 

toy £9sex to deliver ]bis opinion^ observed, ^ that the 
sense of the word incendiary was the same in both 
nations; but whether Cromwell was one depended on 
proofs ; if proofs were wanting, he was none ; if such 
were at hand, he might be proceeded against in par- 
liament."' After further advice on the necessity of 
having solid grounds for going upon any such charge, 
the cautious lawyer added : — " Next, as to the person 
of him who is to be accused as an incendiary, it will be 
fit, in my humble opinion, to consider his. present cort" 
dition, and parts, and interest in the parliament, (wherein 
Mr. Maynard and myself, by our constant attendance in 
the house of commons, are the more capable to give an 
account to your lordships,) and for his interest in the 
army, some honourable persons here present, his excel- 
lency's officers, are best able to inform your lordships. 
/ taJce lieutenant^eneral Cromwell to he a gentleman of 
quick and subtle parts, and one who hath, especially of 
latCf gained no small interest in the house of commons, 
nor is wanting of friends in the house of peers, nor of 
abilities in himself, to manage his ovon part, or defence, 
to the best advantage. If this be so, my lords, it will 
be more requisite to be well prepared against him before 
he be brought upon the stage, lest the issue of the business 
be not answerable to your expectations." Maynard 
having concurred in this opinion the affair was brought 
to a stand, and nothing came of it : *' though Mr. HoUis, 
and sir Philip Stapylton, and some others, spake smartly 
to the business, and mentioned some particular passages, 
and words of Cromwell's, tending to prove him to be an 
incendiary ; and they did not apprehend his interest in 
the house of commons to be so much as was supposed ; 
and they would willingly have been upon the accu- 
sation of him. ... I had some cause to believe," White- 
locke concludes, " that at this debate, some who were 
present, were false brethren, and informed Cromwell of 
all that passed among us, and after that Cromwell, though 
he took no notice of any particular passages at that time, 
yet he seemed more kind to me and Mr. Maynard than 

3 
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he had been formerly, Rnd c&nied on his deMgn more 
actively of making way for his oirn adTincement." 

Such was the perilous condition of affairs among the 
principal leaders of the parliamentary armies at the close 
of the year 1644, when, to the amazement and disoiBy 
of the presbyterianE, tbe project of the self-denying ordi- 
nance was, on the 9th of December, suddenly brought 
forward in the house of commons. The ctrcumeUnces 
attending this have been minutely detailed in the life of 
Vane, and it only remgins to exhibit Cromwell as he 
appeared in public connectioij with them. 

The house having resolved itself into a committee, — 
to contider of the sad condition of the kingdom, in refer- 
ence to the intolerable burthens of the war, and the little 
prospect there was of its being speedily brought to > 
conclusion — there was " a general silence for a good 
space of time," when Cromwell rose to address them. 
His speerh, even in the faint records now alone preserved 
of it, appears to have been masterly in the extreme. He 
began by observing that, " it was now a time to speak, 
or for ever to hold the tongue ; the important occasion 
being no less than to save a nation out of a bleeding, 
nay, almost dying, condition, which the long continu- 
ance of the war had already brought it into ; so that, 
withoul a more speedy, ttigorous, and effectual prosecution 
of the war, casting off all lingering proceedinga, like 
soldiers of fortune beyond sea, to spin out a war, we 
ahall make the kingdom weary of us, and hate the name 
of a parliament. For what," continued Cromwell, " do 
the enemy say ? Nay, what do many say that were 
friends at the beginning of the parliament? Even this, 
that the members of both houses have got great places 
and commands, and the sword into their hands; and, 
what by inlerest in parliament, and what by power 
in the army, will perpetually continue themselves in 
grandeur, and not permit the war speedily to end, 
lest their own power should determine with it. Thit 
I apeak here to our oton facet, it U but what other* 
do utter abroad behind our backa. I am far fron) 
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reflecting on any; I know the worth of those com«» 
manders^ memhers of both houses^ who are yet in 
power; but, if I may speak my conscience, without 
reflection upon any, I do conceive, if the army be 
not put into another method^ and the war more vigor- 
ously prosecuted^ the people can bear the war no 
longer, and will enforce you to a dishonourable peace» 
But this," added Cromwell with consummate wisdom> 
'* I would recommend to your prudence^ not to insist 
upon any complaint or oversight of any commander in 
chief, upon any occasion whatsoever; for as I must 
acknowledge myself guilty of oversights^ 60 I know they 
can rarely be avoided in military afiairs; therefore, 
waving a strict enquiry into the causes of these things, 
let us apply ourselves to the remedy which is most ne- 
cessary. And I hope we have such true English hearts 
and zealous affections towards the general weal of our 
mother country, as no members of either house will 
scruple to deny themselves and their own private in- 
terests for the public good ; nor account it to be a dis- 
honour done to them, whatever the parliament shall 
resolve upon in this weighty matter/* Subsequently^ 
on the same question Cromwell took an occasion to en- 
force his views, and reply to the difficulties urged against 
them^ yet more strongly. " The parliament had," he 
said, '^ done very wisely, in the entrance into the war, 
to engage many members of their own in the most 
dangerous parts of it, that the nation might see that 
they did not intend to embark them in perils of war, 
whilst themselves sat securely at home out of gunshot, 
but would march with them where the danger most 
threatened; and those honourable persons, who had 
exposed themselves this way, had merited so much of 
their country^ that their memories should be held in per- 
petual veneration ; and whatsoever should be well done 
after them, would be always imputed to their example : 
but, that God had so blessed their army, that there had 
grown up with it, and under it, very many excellent offi- 
cersy who were fit for much greater charges than they 

o4 
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09 poHeued of ; and be desired ihem not to be 
d with an imaginatioa, that if the highest odBcea 
Bcant, they would not be able to put ai fit moa 
em; for, beeiiles that it was not good to put ao 
nut in any arm of fleah, as to think audi a cause 

depended upon any one man, he did take upon 

BiBure them, that tA«y had qffieert in thmr army, 
re fit lo be generait in any enterprite in Chritten- 
For himself, be added, he was quite ready 
iown bu coaiiniHion of command in the army ; 
bere was nothing be ao anxionaly desired, aa that 
■dinance might be prepared, by which it tn^ht 
[e unlawfol for any membo' of either house of 
lent to bold any office cv command in the army, 

place or employment of {H'ofit in the state." 
icluded with an enlargement upon " the vices 
rruptions which were gotten into the army ; the 
ineas, and impiety, and abaence of all religion ; 
nking and gaming, and all manner of licence and 
);" and uid plainly, "that till the whole army 
!tD modeiied, and governed under a stricter died' 
heg muet Tiot expect ang ruttiAle saccett in any 
'ley meat abouL" 

ptvgnaa of this measure — its defeat by the 
-and the introductien of a second meaaure witfa 
ir object, but a less exIeosiTe range, has been 
ed in Vane's memoir. The first ordinance for- 
ny member of either bouse of parliament from. 
; any office civil or military during the war. 
cond did not carry its prospect into the future, 
itented iiaelf with merely diicbargiug members 
lament from the offices they now held. This 
in haa been snppoBed to have had reference to 
ell, as the law thus modified did not expready 
Jie re-appointment of officers so discharged. It 
lently admitted into the house a body of able 
•rmined republi cans — the Ludlows,lretonB, Syd- 
id Blahes — even before the effect of the purge 
uired an infusion of new blood into tJi^t quarter 
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on the formation of the commonwealth. Exceptions 
were also roted, as in the first self-denying ordinance^ 
in favour of the commissioners of the great seal^ the 
eonunissioners of the admiralty and navy^ and of the 
revenue. This ordinance passed into a law on the 
Srd of April ; and the day before its introduction into 
the upper house, Essex, Mancfaesterj and Denbigh, 
presented themselves in their ^aces, and resigned th»r 
commissions. 

The ^' new model " had meanwhile passed the lower 
house. It proposed that the military force should con- 
sist of 7600 horse, and 14,4^0 infantry, and be placed 
under the command of sir Thomas Fairfax as lord- 
general, assisted by Skippon in the quality of major* 
general. Its arrangements had not been completed 
without much difficulty. Three armies of 10,000 men 
each, were reduced to one army of 22,000. This 
could not be done without considerable derangements 
oi detail ; a number o( officers were withdrawn from 
the service, because they were members of parliament ; 
a number, probably greater, were dismissed, because 
one army did not require so many, as three before had 
required. The men dismissed were selected chiefly as 
dissolute or least deserving men. The soldiers were 
drafted out of old regiments into new : every thing in 
a manner was changed. This could not be without 
exciting singular discontoits, and the dismissed officers 
got up a party called reformados. , 

One circumstance, however, ^n the project of the new 
model provoked remark beyond every other. The lord 
general was named*, and a man better qualified than 
Fairfax, not less by his singular military talents than 

* I may add, that under this new Toodel sir Thomas Fairfax was not 
only appointed commander.in-chicr, but also invested with the power of 
nominating all the officers under him, and with the execution or martial 
law. No mention is made of the Icing's authority, nor is any clause for 
the preservation of his person inserted in the ordinance ; but the general 
is directed to *' lead his armies against all and singular enemies, rebels, 
traitors, and other like oflfbnders, and every of their adherents, and with 
them to fight ; and them to invade, resist, repress, subdue, pursue, slay* 
kill, and put in execution of death, by all ways and means.** 
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(which even in the new model had 
[ght lince it propitiated the prejudices of some 
and o ffended the feelingB of none) of his immediate 
Lon with an old aristocratic family. A m^or- 
wM named also — Skippon, an excelknt and 
soldier. Twenty-four colonels were also ape- 
in the charge of as many regiments. But a blank 
jft for the name of the new lieutenant-general, 
the blank was left for the after insertion of the 
of Cromwell, no one can reasonably doubt. 
' had it been, in all human probability, for the 
jgiODWealth if the blank had never been tilled — aup- 
g Cromwell's geniua still to have remained in aid 
ounael of ibe cause — but the fatal result he aimed 
lOt dreamed of then, and to have surrendered the 
of the hero of Msrtton Moor, at such a crisis 
present, would have been to throw an irrecover- ' 
lamp over diia new and grand undertaking which 
ipired, and only his genius, it was 
it, could conduct to a glorious issue, 
question of Cromwell's own sincerity in propos- 
resign his command under the measure, is surdy 
'orth discussing. It seems quite certain that he 
contemplated the possibility of his being called 
however ready he mighl profess himself to answer 
[I m such a case — to do any such thing. It is not 
disguising the fact, that thia ordinance was adopted 
im its direct and professed tendency, than from 
>llaleral and overpowering advantages that were to 
from it in the removal of the aristocratic com- 
I, and in the reor^nisation, on the plan of Crora- 
'n regiments, of the entire body of the army. 
observations of two able, and, on such a quea- 
impartial historians, sbould not be withheld. Mr. 
argues that Cromwell, when he proposed the 
lenying Ordinance, must have acted from disin- 
~ ti motives, both because he was himself to be 
^ !t to the operation of the new law, and also, be- 
% '_ if it had passed when he first brought it forward, 
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M he was not at the moment engaged in any military 
employment^ he could hot haTe found a pretext for 
continuing in the army. It was as late as the 27th of 
Fehmary^ this historian remarks^ that he was ordered 
by ihe parliament, which he had till then attended^ to 
join sir William Waller (who had moved into the west) 
that he might assist him in carrying relief to Melcombe^ 
as well as prevent levies from being made in that neigh, 
bourhood for the service of the king : hence^ had the 
Self-denying Ordinance and that for the new model been 
passed as soon as was expected, both these officers, 
before the date just mentioned, must have been de*- 
prived of their commands, and even rendered incapable 
of any similar appointment. The conclusion which Mr. 
Brodie would draw is of course this-— that in subse 
quently acting merely on successive indulgences of 
leave from the house, Cromwell obeyed an unforeseen 
difficulty from which he could not escape. Dr. Lingard 
argues in the same strain, to the effect ^at his continua* 
tion in the command was caused by a succession of 
events which he could not possibly have foreseen, and 
could not in honour escape from. ^< He had been sent,'' 
says that historian, ^^ with Waller to oppose the progress 
of the royalists in the west: on his return he was 
ordered to prevent the junction of the royal cavalry with 
their forces under the king ; and he then received a 
commission to protect the associated counties from 
insult. While he was employed* in this service, the 
term appointed by the ordinance approached; but 
Fairfax express'd his unwillingness to part with so ex- 
perienced an officer at such a crisis, and the two houses 
consented that he should remain forty days longer with 
the army. Before they expired, the great battle of 
Naseby had been fought ; in consequence of the victory 
the ordinance was suspended three months in his favour, 
and ever afterwards die same indulgence was reiterated 
as often as it became necessary." 

Be this as it may, — " on the 10th of June, l645 '* 
according to the jounials of the house of commons^ a 
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fetter was read in the commonB from air Thomas Pair- 
fax, and diverse of the cbiei officers oF bis army, dated 
at sli»Trington two dayt before, " desiring that licute- 
eneral Cromwell might command the horse in 
in sir Thomas Fairfax his aitaj.'' Wherea'paB 
resolTed, that sir Thomaa Fairfax be dedied, if 
iks 6t, " to appoint lieutenant-general Cromwell to 
nd the h(Hae under sir Thomas Faiifas, aa liea- 
>genera], during such time m this house (ball 
to diapenie with his attendance ; and that sr 
IS Widdrington prepare a letter to be signed by 
tealcer, and forthwith sent to sir Thomas Fairfax, 
laint him of this vote." 

fax's letter ran in theae words. "Upon seriooa 
oration how the horse of this army may be ma' 
to tike best advantage of the publique, which aie 
nit without any generall officer to commaod them, 
as considerable a body as any you have had 
be beginning of these unhappy troubles, we have 
be boldnes humbly to desire that this house wotiU 
ised to appoint UeuL gen. Cromwell to this service, 
his hon. house shall think fit to spare him fimn 
endance in parliament ; the generaU etteem owrf 
n toAtok he hoA bcth with the qffieeri and aoul- 
if thit ahde army, bit ovm pereonaU aorth and 
for the employment, hi* greai core, diligenoe, eotu 
nd ^ithf\tbieeie in the eerviceg you]have ahead^ 
ed Aim, inth the oomtant presence and bieeeing of 
at have aeeompanied Aim, make us look upon it 
duty we owe to you and the publique, to make it 
mble and earnest suite (if it may seem g^>od to 
9 appoint him unto this employment, which shall 
ived by us with that thankfulness and acknow- 
!Dt of your favour, which may best eipresse how 
e we are of so great an obligation, and how muck 
i to your, and the kingdome's serrice." * 
new model had meanwhile been proceeding uniler 

:. Rrlt. June 9 cs IG. WIS. " Hill doln," iMi Uie JouruliR, 
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Cromwell's direction. The men who composed it he- 
longed chiefly to the independents^ and were selected 
after the rules Cromwell had originally laid down^ 
The character of this army so constituted has heen in 
other portions of this work placed before the reader. 
They were perhaps the most remarkable men who had 
ever^ in any nation^ taken up arms for liberty. Each 
individual soldier marched into battle with the sense of a 
glorious martyrdom in case of deaths and of divine se- 
lection in case of liffe and triumph. One hand held the 
bible^ the other the sword. For them death had ceased 
his terrors, and by one overpowering emotion the sense 
of pain^ of suffering, or fatigue, had been in them com^* 
pletdy subdued. Not one of them but was a *' vessel 
of glory," set apart for the purposes of heaven. And 
these soul elevating thoughts which gave them a com- 
mon hope of g^ory, gave them, too, the united reso. 
Itttion to achieve it. No difl^enoes or jeilousies struck 
between them on the eve of a day of battie. £ach man\ 
voice rose to heaven with that of his comrade in the 
same words of hymn and praise-^ their united swords 
were as one sword, *' the sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon." 

Charles at this time was master of nearly the whole 
of the* west of England, had a preponderance in the 
midland counties, held power even in the north, and 
was complete master of Wales. In a few short weeks 
he knew not whore to turn \ 

On the failure of the treaty of Uxbric^ the campaign 
of 1645 had commenced in earnest, and Cromwell had 
already, in virtue of his first dispensation from the 
house of commons, and before he received his commis- 
sion under FaiHax, performed some important services 
in it. The first was his interception of a body of troops 
at Islip bridge proceeding from the west towardf Oxford, 
with the intention, it was thought, of reinforcing the 
king, and of enabling him to march with his artillery 
against some of the garrisons held by the parliamentary 
forces on t the banks of the Severn* Having received 
secret intelligenoe of this^ Cromwell at onee put Inmself 
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at the head of a few chosen squadrons, attacked and de^ 
feated the royalists with great slaughter, took several 
prisoners, and made himself master of a standard which 
the queen had recently presented to her own regiment* 
Happening, too, at this time, to be in the neighbour* 
hood of Blessingdon House, then a fortified place com- 
manded by colonel Windebank, Cromwell suddenly made 
an assault upon it while a number of ladies were within 
its walls on a visit to the governor's young wife. The 
terror of the women compelled the colonel to listen to 
terms, and finally to surrender the garrison ; for which 
imbecility he was soon afterwards tried by a conrC 
martial at Oxford, and condemned to be shot Nor was 
the energetic soldier less successful in a skirmish with 
sir William Vaughan in the same vicinity^ whom, with 
the greater part of his infantry, he is reported to have 
taken prisoner. In truth, wherever he led the way, 
victory followed. A reverse his regiment suffered about 
this time, was suffered in his absence. He had tem- 
porarily left his command on a mission of some import- 
ance, when Goring, ordered to that service by the king, 
executed a sudden and masterly movement against a 
portion of his troops, fell upon them while crossing the 
Ifiis, near Woodstock, and routed them with some loss 
and much confusion. This enabled the king and Rupert 
to join their forces — and having done so, they marched 
in a northerly direction. 

Cromwell suspected his design, and communicated 
with the house of commons. Orders were at once trans- 
mitted to the Scottish army, then before Carlisle. They 
raised the siege, advanced to the south, intercepted 
Charles, and foiled his plan. The policy resolved on at 
the constitution of the new model, and openly declared 
by Cromwell, was to strike at the king, and keep him 
constantly in pursuit. Fairfax^ meanwhile, had sat 
down before Oxford. Charles suddenly turned back, 
with great vigour and resolution surprised and assaulted 
Leicester, and carried it the very same day he sat down 
before it. The garrison, to the amount of 1500 men, 
immediately surrendered themselves prisoners ; and the 
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town was given up to all the horrors of a place taken by 
Btorm, aggravated by the extreme licentiousness that then 
prevailed among the royal troops, who^ as if in daring 
defiance and scorn of the men of the new models had 
now become infinitely more reckless and dissolute than 
before.* 

Fairfax^ never accustomed to rely solely upon him-* 
self^ began now to feel serious alarm for the safety of 
the eastern counties, mingled with a reponsibility too 
heavy for himself to bear. He wrote to the house of 
commons, as we have seen, to solicit the appointment and 
co-operation of Cromwell. Then, having raised the 
siege of Oxford, he directed a pursuit against Charles, 
who had moved from Leicester^ fixed his head quarters 
at Daventry, and there^ while his soldiers ravaged and 
plundered the adjoining country, betaken himself to the 
pleasures of the chase. As Fairfax pursued his silent 
march, he received from London the welcome vote for 
which he had written, and without an instant's delay, thus 
wrote to Cromwell: — *'Sir, — You will find by the 
enclosed vote of the house of commons, a liberty 
given me to appoint you lieutenant-general of the 
horse of this army, during such time as that house 
shall be pleased to dispense with your attendance. You 
cannot expect but that I make use of so good an ad- 
vantage, as I apprehend this to be, to the public 
good : and therefore I desire you to make speedy 
repair to this army, and give order that the troops 
of horse you had from hence, and what other horse 
or dragoons can be spared from the attendance of 
your foot in their coming up, march hither with con- 
venient speed ; and as for any other forces you have 
there, I shall not need to desire you to dispose of them 
as you shall find most for the public advantage, which 
we here apprehend to be, that they march towards ua 

• Charlef was evidently much elated by the«e tuccesses. In a letter of 
June the 9th, he vrites to the queen : — ** I may (without being much too 
sanguine) affirm that, since this rebellirm, my affkirs were never in so fair 
$pd hopeftil a way." — King Charleses JVorki, Lettcn, No. 37. 
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by the way of Bedford. We are now quartered at 
Wilton^ two miles from Northampton ; the enemy still 
at Datentry. Our inCeUigence is, that they intend to 
move on Friday ; but which way^ we cannot yet t^» 
They are^ as we hear, more horse than foot, and make 
their horse their confidence : ours shall be in God. I 
pray all possible haste toward your afi^tionate friend 
to serve you, Thomas Faibpax." — This letter hore 
the date of the 1 1 th of June. With astonishing promp- 
titude, Cromwell, who had evidently not been taken 
unawares by his commission, drew together about 6000 
cbosen horse, marched after Fairfax^ and on the evening 
of the ISth of June, came np with him' at Northamp- 
ton, where he lay within six miles of Chaiies. 

The presence of Cromwell at once carried li^ and 
energy into the camp of Furfax. He found the general 
still uncertain of the movements of the king, and vrith- 
out hesitation suggested the propriety of sending out a 
detachment of horse» to ascertain tbe exact position of 
the royalists, and to attack their rear should they persist 
in retiring from the scene of action. Cromwell, resolved 
to bring on a battle, entrusted this service to Ireton, on 
whom he could best rely, and who well justified his se- 
lection. 

The night had scarcely fallen, when Ireton moved 
silently out with a choice party of men, charged and 
drove in the king's outposts, and brought back with him 
several prisoneiiB from whom all necessary intelligence 
as to the number and disposition of the enemy was 
immediately dbtained. Cromwell in great excitement 
declared for a *' decisive action" on the morrow, Fair- 
fax acquiesced, and about an hour befn-e dawn, on the 
mcnming of the 14«th of June, the whole army formed^ 
and in deep silence, and admirable ordo*^ b^an its 
march. 

A strange and agitated scene had meanwhile been 
acting in the camp of Charles. Treton's assault upon 
the outposts spread alarm with the rapidity of wild- 
fire^ «- officers summoned out of their beds to attend a 
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eouncU of war^ were seen hurrying towards the king's 
tent in abrupt excitement and disordered dress^ and after 
an hour's consultation, the whole camp was ordered 
into motion. With that careless and characteristic 
gallantry which^ whatever their other failings^ never 
failed the cavaliers, the officers had resolved^ notwith. 
standing their critical position^ not only to risk^ but to 
advance and offer^ battle.* 

This resolution taken, the army was at once drawn up 
on a rising ground about a mile south from Harborough, 
a position of a most advantageous nature both for the 
foot, cavalry, and ordnance. The main body of the 
infantry^ amounting to about 25,000, was put under the 
command of lord Ashley; the right wing of horse, 
being somewhat less numerous, was led by prince Rupert; 
while the left wing, consisting of cavalry from the 
northern counties, and of some detachments from New- 
ark, in all not exceeding I6OO, was intrusted to the 
charge of sir Marmaduke Langdale. In the reserve, 
were the king's life-guards, commanded by the earl of 
Lindsey, prince Rupert's regiment of foot^ and the 
royal hor^ guards, under lord Bernard Stuart^ recently 
created earl of Litchfield. Here, after remaining in 
order of battle till eight o'clock (still the busy and fatal 
morning of the 14tii of June !) Charles began to 
doubt the intelligence on which they had moved, when 
suddenly prince Rupert, who had dashed forward with 
his characteristic impetuosity upwards of two miles in 
front of his men to ascertain the intentions of Fairfax, 
galloped back and sent word throughout the line, that 
the jcnemy were about to turn their backs, and that one 
fierce attack in pursuit would utterly disperse tiiem. 
The word was given ; Charles put his army in mo- 
tion ; and relinquishing tiie favourable ground he had 
originally occupied, led his battalions into the plain, or 

* The rule of aroldlng repetition of the lame events in thefe biographies 
hat been throughout carefully observed. It was necessary to transgress 
it in this instance, however, since the battle of Naseby, as described in the 
Life of Vane, was merely general, and bad no relation to the special ser. 
rices of CromweU. 
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field, about a mile in breadth, which separated 
irough from a village called Naaeby. 
re, niih no thought of retreat, the men of the new 
. had b«en drawn up by their great leaders. Here, 
rn in the morning, having Bung a psalm in praisa 
?ir God, they had sat down compoBedly and in 
irith their arma in their hands. Some few troops 
J had bet^n set in motion by Cromwell, and 
ibly had Rupert, self -deceived, deceived hie nn- 

e position, a remarttably strong one, had been 
kI bj Cromwell, who, being satiifled early in 
larch {from catching a glimpee of a corps of 
rt's cavalry in motion) that the king had doubled 
>n his pursuers and determined to give rather than 
e battle, suggested to Fairfax the fallow field near 
ly. Along the ridge of a gentle eminence the men 
drawn up, the infantry in the centre, the cavalry 
her flank, and some twenty pieces of artillery so 
planted as to cover every avenue of approach. 
IX and Skippon commanded the main battle, Crom- 
took the right winp, and at his request, Fairfax 
[reton upon the field the rank of commissary ge- 
and die command of the horse on the left. The 

were nearly equal, and might amount altogethn 
tut Sfl.OOO men. 

pert began the battle, and charged Ireton with 
furious force that even the astonishing resistance 
at lion-like soldier opposed the shock in vain. 
. and again he strove to rally his men, but Rupert 
I down every thing before hira. At the head of 
fflt few troops who had kept tbeir ground, Ireton 
threw himself, with the terrible courage of de- 

on a body of the royal infantry ~- their pikes 
d him in the face and ^igh, he fell senseless from 
arse, waa taken prisoner, and only in the Bubse- 

rout recovered by his friends. His division was 
Jtterly dispersed, and Rupert, regardless after his 
uoue fashion of the fate of the main body of the 
ngaged, rushed on after the fugitives, drove them 



OLIVEB OBOMWELL. 211 

through their reserves with the gay excitement that he- 
longed to the hunting field rather than the collected 
resolution and foresight necessary in such a momentous 
battle^ and having reached the enemy's cannon and 
baggage in the rear^ only turned round his jaded horse- 
men when they had lost all further opportunity of 
service. 

Fairfax^ meanwhile, maintained in the centre an 
unequal fight. Abandoning the privileges of a cap- 
tain^ he grappled personally with the foe, galloped 
through the thickest of the fray^ and^ his helmet 
having been beaten to pieces^ still, bare-headed as he 
was, flamed resolution and courage everywhere among 
his men, when the colonel of his body-guard, Charles 
D'Oyley, threw himself before him with his own 
helmet^ entreating him not to hazard unduly so rich a 
life. "'Tis well enough^ Charles/* said Fairfax, 
putting the proffered helmet by.* 

But^ with total rout upon the left wing, and fearful 
uncertainty in the centre^ Cromwell and his Ironsides 
now singly decided the battle. Langdale had charged 
after Rupert's example, but might as well have charged 
against a rock. Recoiling from the steady shock of 
that iron wall^ Cromwell charged him in his turn, 
first with a heavy fire of carbines, next at the sword's 
point, routed the whole of his cavalry, sent three squa- 
drons after them to prevent their rallying, and with the 
remaining four, which he had held steadily in hand, 
wheeled furiously round, and with loosened rein and 
spur in his horse's flanks, led them on with overpower, 
ing shock, against the weary infantry engaged with 

* Whitelocke. This is posgibly the came anecdote on which the author 
<X the " Flagellum *' has got up a joke against CromwelL '* A commander 
of the king*8," sava that ingenious writer, " knowing Cromwell, advanced 
smartly from the head of his troops to exchange a bullet singly with him, 
and was with the like gallantry encountered by him, both sides forbearing 
to come in, till their pistols being discharged, the cavalier, with a slanting 
back-blow of a broadsword, luckily cut the riband which tied his murrion, 
and with a draw threw it off his head, and now ready to repeat his stroke, 
his party came in and rescued him, and one of them alighting threw up his 
head.pieceinto his saddle, which Oliver hastily catching, as being affrighted 
with the chance, clapped it the wrong way on his head, and so fought with 
it the rest of the day.'* 
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■tx. Not for an insUnt could the to^aliata resist 
fell tttUck. They wavered, gave way, vrete cat 
igh and throDgb, and fled in all direcdons. One 
lent alone preserved iia ground, and Bcarcely a man 
survived to tell hia contageoui Blorj. 
larles bdiaved with the bravery which never deserted 
in war. At the head of the cavahy that remained 
ined in the iuBtaut by Rupert'^ weary Blragglers — 
uplored them to follow th^r king, and atand the 
ng shock. A terrible conviction of hia hopeless 
no doubt then flashed upon him. " One charge 
" he exclaimed, "and we recover the day." It 
!00 late, Rupert's cavalry were already worn out by 
chaae, and the rest bad been panic struck by the 
;e of the Ironsides. Never was rout bo trjum^- 
coniplete. Two thousand men were left dead 
the field. The royalists who were made priEonera 
Ave thousand foot, and three thousand horse, 
e were also captured the whole of Charks's artil- 
eight thousand stand of arms, above one hundred 
3f colours, the royal standard, the king's cabinet of 
s, his coaches, and the whole spoil of his camp.* 



whicli itH inibliiiicd In t£« lounmli oT th« li — ...-. 

-y notliw. too, from oUib jouiniKim crtuhu ud Intefeallng:— 
tta ideBved God to flnn«e amr men with tlw eDemv In a tritebed 
U >u [bui mpectcd). \Vt mucbtd ftom itialtj uiif so auuc- 

tibodr ADiyeoT two ttora y«aiby. npocting to be eflit>|«d«iCh 
ig, wliDKhoiwtuddenlxinn fUxd iii,tU1 their ftaot d»w DpioU 

'■ jHttacliiin, and save Ibewsid [uMii inatm ear itdtGii it air 
*, on lit ime'i Brfff, Amni Miiif>, our w»ming pt«« iliot oO, 
htch pilnce Rupert, vlio then camminded the [ighl wIbe «t tke 

on Ule oTher^ each HeekliiB (n gata the hiU uid wind, which wu at 
equal!)' dliided belwiit bolh parliea. One or IbB DaUll piiDca 
weal] lUppDbe tDbe Itupert) led lui their right wing^and piut our 









olit£b oromwell; 21^ 

The first civil war was decided by this victory — >- 
and so, it is evident, Cromwell at once perceived> for 
nothing could equal his excitement after the^day wail 
won. He led the pursuit for upwards of twelve miles^ 
returned to Harborough (Haverbrowe it was then called)^ 
and, before taking rest or refreshment after toils that 
would have worn down the strength of a score of ordi- 
nary men, took up his pen and wrote news of the vic- 
tory to die speaker of the house of commons. The 
letter of the second officer in command reached parlia- 
ment a day before the letter of the lord general. The 
drcumstance created some sensation and no doubt Crom- 
well intended that it should. The news which was to 
dismay the presbyterians more than intelligence of a 
defeat would have dismayed them^ the victory which 
was to elevate Vane and the independents into enthusi- 
astic strength and joy^ should fitly issue first from hinu 
And how the letter is written — with what an ill sub- 



iMt, with as much resolution as the enemy gained it In the mean while» 

the general who commanded the body of foot, behaved himself very 

courageously in the front of the army : and major-general Skippon, who 

is wounded in the side, but hopes of reeovery, fell upon the enemy's foot ; 

L.G. Cromwell charging before them, with his horse broke into the king's 

body, routed them, seised upon all their train and cannon, took 4000 foot 

and horie prisoners, their standard, ensigns, 70 carriages, 18 pieces of 

ordnance, two of them being demy-cannon, took the king's own waggons, 

and in one of them a cabinet qfletterst narposed to be of great consequence^ 

Four hundred of their men slain in the field, besides many others, which 

were found dead In the way, and 7000 arms. Lkut.-gen. Cromwell pursued 

them to Ifeieester'towns-endt and still remains near U. On our side, we los t 

at most not al>ove 100 men, whereof one col. Francis, and two obtains; all 

which, as near as I can guess, was done in the space of an hour and a 

hs\L**-~Extractfrom a Letter^ signed Henry Maud^ Harborough, June 15. 

Weekfy Account^ June 11 to 18. 1645. .... ** A list of the prisonerl, 

ordnance, ammunition, &c. taken by sir Thomas Fairfax, near Naesby, 

the lith of June, 1645. 4000 prisoners ; 600 slain : 4 colonels ; 7 lieut.- 

colonels, 18 majors, 60 captains, 8000 arms, 40 barrels of powder, 12 pieces 

of ordnance, SOO carriages. 4 coaches, S sumpters, one of the king^s, the 

other prince Rupert's j all the king's plate, and good store of money. 

Ordered that the messenger that brought the first intelligence from the 

•general, shall have 40^. ; that a messenger from lieut..gen. Cromwell shail 

have 20l»-~lVeekfy Account, June, II to 18. 1645. . . . '* Ordered that 

lieut.-general Cromwell continue with the army three months after the 

50 days assigned hbn are expired. I cannot believe, that any ioiU repine 

at so necessary an order.**— Merc. Brit. June 16 to 23. 1645. .... •'^ Wo 

hear Cromwell's sometime regiment are grown wiser, if it may be so called, 

for having helped to beat the enemy out of the field, they did not as at 

Marston Moor, leave them that fought leawt, to get most, but fell upon the 

good booty as welt as others : some had Jewels, others diamond rings, others 

gold, some were content with silver, good apparel, horses, and what eke 

they could get.** -. Mod. Intel, 19 to 26. 1645. 
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ed efibrt from exultation — ^in whst curt regal senteilce* 
with what reeolut« purpote againat his political adrvr* 
ies in the house. It it addressed to the spealcer and 
ITS date from " Haverbrowe, June the 14th, 1G4-5. 
"Sib, — Being commanded hy jo\i to this Bervice, I 
nk myself bound to acquaint you with the good hand 
God towards yon and us. Wee marched yesterday 
er the kinge, whoe went before us from DaTentree to 
iverbroue, and quartered about tax miles from him. 
lis day wee marched towards him. Hee drew out to 
«t us. Both snnies engaged. Wee, after three 
wera fight, very doubtfull, at last routed his armie ; 
led and tooke about 5000, very many officers, but of 
lat quallitye wee yet know not. Wee took also about 

carrag — all he had, and all his gunnes, being 12 
number, whereof S were demie-cannou, S demie- 

Iveringes, and (I thinke) the rest sacere. W^e pur. 
>d — enemie from S milea short of Ha— to nine 

ioai, even to sight of Leices whither the King 

1. Sir, this is non other but the band of God, 

1 to him alone belongs the glorie, wherein none are 
share with him. The General served you with all 
thfulnesee and honour ; and the beat cammendationi 
lan give him is that, I d — say, he attributes all (o 
id, and would rather perish than assume to himaelfe; 
lich is an honest and a thrivinge way, and yet as 
tch for bravery may be given to him in this action as 
a man. Honeit men served you failhfvUy in Utit 
ion. Sir, they are trustye. I beseech you in the 
me of God not to discourage them. I wish this action 
ly beget thankfulnesse and humilitye in all that are 
icerned in it. He that venters life for the iibertie of 

counirie, I mitk hee truH God for the Iibertie of 
conscience, and you for the libertye bee fiyhts for. 
this hee rests whoe is your most humble Servant, 
,1V ER Cromwell." * 
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But not in the affairs of battle does the writer rest 
till all his work is done. After Naseby he overspread 
the land with his victorious forces, as with a devastating 
torrent. Leicester was immediately retaken — Taunton^ 
besieged by the dissolute Goring and defended by the 
valiant Blake, was relieved — Goring himself was beaten 
and obliged to retreat to Bridge water. Here the pru- 
dence, not less than the valour, of Cromwell^ shone 
forth most eminently. An advanced party of horse^ 
with inconsiderate rashness, rushed forward to charge 
the enemy, when, with consummate presence of mind, he 
checked them until the whole of the cavalry had come 
up, and then putting himself at their head, attacked the 
royalists with such vigour and success, that nearly their 
whole body of foot became his prisoners, while he cap- 
tured also the greater part of their ordnance. From this 
he pushed on against the town itself, which he carried 
by storm against a heavy garrison. While engaged in 
this gallant work he had a very narrow escape from a 
musket ball of the enemy.* 

Nothing at this period could exceed his vigilance. 
With every energy apparently taxed by the war, he yet 
held a careful watch equally on friends and foes, and 
such as professed themselves to be neither the one nor 
the other. A kind of third army had recently sprung 
up in the western counties, calling themselves club-men, 
ostensibly with the purpose to defend themselves from 
the rapine and violence of the royalists, but whose ope- 
rations were found to be in reality as oppressive to the 



was resolved that his services should be contipued in the army under sir 
Thoroas Fairfax, during the pleasure of both houses. The lords restricted 
it to three months. On the 8th of August, this dispensation was renewed 
for four months longer;. and on the iSd of January following, it was ex- 
tended to six months additional. After this there were no more resolu- 
tions about Cromwell's absence fh>m the lower house. He took it for 
granted that he had leave ; ** no one offered to move for recalling him ; and 
he soon attained so great a power, that no one with safety could have dared 
to make such a motion." 

* *' On Friday last lieut-gen. Cromwell, with some of his officers, made 
within twice pistol-shot of Bridgewater, to vie^ the town ; where making 
some stay U|M)n a discourse, the enemy shot a brace of musket-bullets, 
which killed a comet of his rrgiment near him, but the lieut-gen. was 
preserved.*'— iferc. Civ. July 10 to 17, 1645. 

p 4 
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peacefully disposed as those of the cavaliers had eyer 
heen. It was the peculiar interest of the parliament at 
this moment to seem equally and eminently regardful 
of the comfort and welfare of all, and this escaped not 
Cromwell. By a masterly union of moderation and 
firmness he at once dispersed these club- men, and thus, 
in an animated letter to his general in chief (dated 
August 4, 1645), described the action: — "Sir, — 
I marched this morning towards Shaftsburie ; in 
my way I found a party of dub-men gathered toge- 
ther^' about two miles of this side of the towne to- 
wards you, and one Mr. Newman in the head of 
them^ who was one of those that did attend you at 
Dorchester, with Mr. Hollis : I- sent to them to know 
the cause of their meeting ; Mr. Newman came to me, 
and told me that the club.men in Dorset and Wilts^ to 
the number of ten thousand, were to meet abont their 
men, which were taken away at Shaftsbury, and that 
their intendment was to secure themselves from plunder- 
ing. To the first, I told them that although no account 
was due to them, yet I knew the men were taken by 
your authority to be tried judicially for raising a third 
party in the kingdom, and if they should be found guilty^ 
they must suffer according to the nature of their offence ; 
if innocent I assured them you would acquit them. 
Upon this they said, if they have deserved punishment 
they would not have any thing to do with them^ and so 
were quieted as to that point* . . . For the other^ I as- 
sured them, that it was your great care, not to sufi«' 
them in the least to be plundered, and that they should 
defend themselves from violence, and bring to your armie 
such as did them any wrongs where they should be pu. 
nished with all severity : upon this, very quietlie and 
peaceably they marched away to their houses, being very 
well satisfied and contented. We marched on to Shafts- 
bury, where we heard a great body of them was drawn 
together about Hamilton Hill, where indeed neer two 
thousand were gathered ; I sent a forlorne hope of about 
fifty horse, who comming very civilly to them, they fired 
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Upon tbem^ and they desiring some of them to come to 
me^ were refused with disdain. They were drawn into 
one of the old Camps^ upon a very high Hill. I sent one 
Mr. Lee to them^ to certifie the peaceableness of my in- 
tentions^ and to desire them to peaceableness^ and to 
sabmit to the Parliament ; they refused, and fired at us. 
I sent him a second time to let them know, diat if they 
would lay downe their Armes, no wrong sbould be done 
them. They still (through the animation of their leaders, 
and especially two vile Ministers) refused. I commanded 
your Captain Lieutenant to draw up to them, to be in 
readinesse to charge, and if upon his falling on they 
would lay down arms, to accept them, and spare them. 
When we came neer, they refUsed his ofier, and let flie 
at him, killed about two of his men, and at least foure 
horses ; the passage, not to be for above three a breast, 
kept them out, whereupon Major Deburgh wheeled about, 
got in the rear of them, beat them from the work, and 
did some small execution upon them, I believe killed 
not twelve of them : but cut very manie, and have taken 
about 300, many of which are poor silly creatures^ whom 
if you please to let me send homey they promise to he very 
dutifuUfor time to come, and mU he hanged he/ore they 
come out againe. The ringleaders which we have, I in- 
tend to bring to you ; they had taken divers of the Par- 
liament Soldiers Prisoners, besides Col. Fines his Men, 
and used them most barbarouslie, bragging they hoped 
to see my Lord Hoptons that he is to command them. 
They expected from Wilts great store, and gave out they 
meant to raise the siege at Sherburn, when they were all 
met. We have gotten great store of their armes, and 
they carried few or none home. We quarter about ten 
miles off, and purpose to draw our quarters neer to you 
to morrow. Your most humble servant, Oliver Crom- 
well." 

After this Sherburne Castle surrendered, and before 
we have time to admire the bravery and rapidity of the 
mavement which effected it, the lieutenant-general has 
sat down before Bristol, in company with Fairfax, whom 
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he advises to storm a place of such importance, if other 
methods are not of speedy avail. Prince Rupert^ who 
held it with about 5000 horse and foot^ had declared 
that nothing should induce him to surrender^ unless^ as 
he had reason to fear^ the inhabitants proved disaffected. 
Cromwell's counsel having been suddeidy taken^ however, 
by Fairfax^ the attack was made with so much fury, that 
though Rupert repelled it for a while^ he feared to nm 
the hazard of a second assault^ and delivered up the city, 
and with it a large proportion of the king's magazines 
and warhke stores.* 

* Croinweirs graphic account of this siege is given in the journals of the 
time : — "A letter froni lieutenant-gen. Cromwell to the parliament, dated 
at Bristol, the 14th of September, was to this effect: That about one of the 
clock in the morning, Thursday the 11th instant, sir Thomas Fairfax 
stormed the city. The general's signal when to fall on, was the buminf 
straw, upon which the men went on with great resolution, and very pna. 
sently recovered the line, making way for the horse to enter. Col. Mod. 
tague and col. Pickering who stormed at Lawford's Gate, where was a 
double work well filled with men and cannon, presently entered, and with 
great resolution beat the enemy from their works, and possessed tbeir 
cannon without any considerable loss, and laid down the bridges for the 
horse to enter. Major Desborough commanded the horse, who very gaL 
lantiy seconded the foot ; then our foot advanced to the city walla, there 
they possessed the great gate against the Castle Street, wherein were put 
100 men, who made it good. Sir Hardress Waller, with his and the generid's 
regiment, with no less resolution, entered on the other side of I^wford*^ 
gate, towards Avon river, and put themselves into an immediate conjunc- 
tion with the rest of the brigade. During this, col. RainsborouRh and 
col. Hamond attempted Prior's Hill Fort and the line downwards towazds 
Froome ; col. Birch and the major-general's regiment being to storm to- 
wards Froome river. Col. Hamond possessed the line immediately, aiMi 
beat the enemy from it, and made way for our horse to enter. Col. Kains. 
borough, who had the hardest task of all at Prior Fort, attempted it, and 
fought very near three hours for it, and indeed there was great despair of 
carrying the place, it being exceeding high, a ladder of thirty rounds, scarce 
reaching to tne top thereof; but bis resolution was such that he would not 
give it over. The enemy had four pieces of cannon upon it, which they 
played wi<h round and case shut upon our men. His Ueut-col. Bo wen and 
others, were two hours at push of pike, standing upon the palliAadoes, but 
nevertheless thev could not enter. CoL Hamond being entered the line, 
capt Ireton, with a forlorn or coL Birch's regiment, interposed with 
his horse between the enemy's horse, and coL Hamond received a shot with 
two pistol bullets, which broke his arm, but the entrance of col. Hamond 
did storm the fort on that part which was inward. By which means 
col. Rainsborough and coL Hamond's men entered the fort, and Immetfi. 
ately put to the sword almost all in it. And as this was the place of most 
difficulty, so of most loss to us on that side, and of very great honour to 
the undertaker. Being thus far possessed of the enemy's works, the town 
was fired in three places by the enemy, which we could not put out, whidi 
began to be a great trouble to the general, and all his officera, that so 
famous a city should be wasted : but whilst they were viewing that tad 
spectacle, the prince sent a trumpet to the general, desiring a treaty for the 
surrender, and so the fire was quenched, and articles agreed on, as yoB 
have formeriy heard." — Af<^c. Vivid. Sept 17—20. 1645. 
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Here, during the parley which preceded the capitu- 
lation^ Cromwell, with Fairfax, again had a marvellous 
escape from the enemy. They were sitting together on 
the top of Prior's Hill Fort (which had heen taken in the 
storming attempt), when a piece of ordnance in the castle 
being directed against that point, the ball grazed the fort 
within two hands' breadth of them, without doing the 
slightest injury to either. These were incidents Cromwell 
well knew how to turn to account, and the word there- 
fore soon ran along the camp of the besiegers, that none 
but an atheist could doubt that such a capture, attended 
with circumstances so remarkable, must have been the 
work of the Lord. So also he wrote to the speaker: — 
'^ It may be thought that some praises are due to these 
gallant men, of whose valour so much mention is made. 
Their humble suit to you, and all that have an interest 
in this blessing, is, that in the remembrances of God's 
praises they may be forgotten. It *s. their joy that they 
are instruments of God's glory, and their country's good, 
it is their honour that God vouchsafes to use them. Sir, 
they that have been employed in this service, know, tJmt 
faith and prayer obtained this city for you; I do not say 
ours only, but of the people of God with you, and aU 
England over, who have wrestled with God for a bless- 
ing in this very thing. Our desires are, that God may 
be glorified by the same spirit of faith, by which we 
ask all our sufficiency, and having received it, it 's meet 
that he have all the praise." * 

Round every portion of this country, like a tempest, 
he now swept with his victorious army.' Passing from 
Bristol to Devizes, he summoned that town to surren- 
der. ** Win it and wear it,*' was the answer of sir 
Charles Lloyd the governor. Cromwell did both. The 

* In the Kingdom's Weekly Intelligencer we find the following, which 
strikingly illustrates the use and value of such letters as this : — *' On the 
Lord*s day. Sept. 21., according to order of parliament, lieut-gen. 
Cromwell's letter of the taking of Bristol, was read in several congregations 
about London, and thanks returned to Almighty God for the admirable and 
wonderful reducing of that city. The letter of that renowned commander 
is well worth observation, and especially these pious and self-denying ex- 
pressions therein are very remarkable." 
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place was carried by assault, and the greatest moderatioii 
shown towards its gallant defenders. After this he 
stormed Berkeley Castle^ and threw himself before Win- 
chester^ which surrendered by capitulation.* And now, 
80 severely strict was Cromwell in exacting compliance 
from his own army with its articles^ that^ when infann- 
ation was laid before him by the vanquished that some 
of his soldiers had plundered them on leaving the eity^ 
contrary to the terms granted them, he ordered the 
offenders to be tried by court-martial, at which they 
were sentenced to death. Whereupon, he directed the 
unfortunate men, who were six in number^ to cast lots 
for the fint sufferer ; and, after his execution, sent the 
remaining five, witli a suitable explanation of the matter, 
to sir Thomas Glenham, governor of Oxford, requesting 
him to deal with them as he thought fit : a piece of con- 
duct, which so charmed the royalist officer, that he im- 
mediately returned the men to Cromwell, with a grate- 
ful compliment and expressions of much respect, t 

In his account of the surreader of this city, again 
Cromwell wrote in his old and serviceable strain. '' Sir,** 
he said, " I came to Winchester on the Lord's day, the 

* A characteristic incident of this surrender is thus noticed in one 
of the journals : — ** We this day received intelligence that lieut-^en. 
Cromwell was come before Winchester with a resolution not to depart 
Arom it until he had reduced both town and castle to the obedience of 
the parliament The city made some opposition contrary to his expect- 
ation, but having fired the bridge, he quickly found a means to enter the 
city and subdue it We hear that fte did send unto the bishop iff Winches- 
ter, and offered him a guard to secure his person^ hut the bishop Jigfing into 
the castle refused the courtesy. Afterwards, the castle being begun to be 
battered by two pieces of ordnance, he sent to the Iieut.-gen., giving 
him thanks for the great favor oflFbred to him, and being now more sen- 
sible what it was, he desired the enjoyment of it ; to whom the wue 
lieut-gen. replied, thai since he made not use qf the courtesy, but' totf- 
fully did run away from it, he must partake qf me same condition as the 
others who are with him in the castle, and if he were taken, he must expect 
to be used as a prisoner qf war"— Diary or ex. Jour., Oct 2—29. 1645.^ 

f A mistake in regard to the place was committed respecting this inci- 
dent in the newspaper notices of it: — " Cromwell inclines to move no 
faster than his brigade : he went from Blandford to Cerne, the '2Sd. At 
Blandford he had a council of war, at which was condemned six xxoopen 
to die ; one was the next morning (to whose lot it fell) to be handed in the 
head of the army : the other five are to be sent to the enemy, with a pro- 
testation against a detestation of the fact from theTGen. Excellency : wheti 
they come there, they may do their pleasure with them. Their offences 
were the violation of a convoy, wherein the lord Ogle suffered, and like- 
wise of the articles at Langford, yet the goods were restored to the owner*.** 
— Mod. Int. Oct. 23-30. 1645. 
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28 of September, with Col. Pickerings commanding his 
own. Col. Montague's and Sir Hardress Waller's Regi. 
ments ; after some dispute with the Govemom; we en- 
tered the towne. I summoned the Castle^ was denyed, 
whereupon we fell to prepare batteries^ which we could 
not perfect (some of our Guns being out of Order) untill 
Friday following. Our batterie was six gunnes^ which 
being finished, after one fireing round, I sent him a 
second Summons for a treaty, which they refused^ where- 
upon we went on with our Work^ and made a breach in 
the Wall neare the Black Tower ; which after about 
200 shot we thought stormable^ and purposed on Mun- 
day morning to attempt it On Sunday night, about 
ten of the Clocks the Govemour beate a parley, desiring 
to treat I agreed unto it, and sent Col. Hammond and 
M^jor Harrison in to him, who agreed upon these en- 
closed Articles. Sir, this is the addition of another 
mercy, you see God is not weary in doing you good. 
I confesse, sir, his favor to you is as visible, when he 
comes by his power upon the hearts of your Enemies, 
making them quit places of strength to you, as when he 
gives courage to your Souldiers to attempt hard things. 
His goodnesse in this is much to be acknowledged ; for 
the castle was well manned with 680 horse and foot, 
there being neare 200 Gentlemen, Officers, and their Ser. 
vants ; well victualled with 15,000 wait of Cheese, very 
great store of wheat and beer, near 20 barrels of powder, 
7 pcecea of Cannon ; the works were exceeding good and 
strong. It is very likely it would have cost mudi 
blood to have gained it by storme; we have not lost 12 
men* This is repeated to you, that God may have all 
the praise, for it is all his due. Sir, I rest your most 
humble Servant, Oliver Cromwell." 

After Winchester, Basing fell before him. This was 
the seat of the marquis of Winchester, one of the 
castellated mansions of those days which had been 
thought impregnable, having been previously assaulted 
in vain by colonels Norton and Harvey and sir William 
"Waller. To Cromwell, however, *^ who never failed in 



rprizehe undertook," even Basing Bmrendered, 
1 its msBter, the marquis himself, became iaa 
Ig soon aa he had ascertained his complete buc- 
JiuG graphically described it (in a letter dated 
oke, 14th October, l645) to the speaker: — 
-1 thank God, I can give you a good account of 
After our Batteries placed, we setled the 
posts for the storme ; Col. Dalbeire' was W be 
lorth side of the House nest the Grange ; CoL 
ig on his left hand, and Sir Hardresse Waller's 
, Montague's regiments next him. We eiortned 
ming after six of the Clocke, The signall for 
}n was the firing foure of our Cannon, which 
one, our men fell on with great resoluliMi 
erfulnesse. We tooke the two houses without 
siderable losse to our selves. CoL Pickering 

the new House, passed through, and got the 

the old House, whereupon they summoned 
r, which our men would not heare. In the 
ue CoL Montague's and Sir Hardresse Waller's 
Its assaulted the strongest work, where the 
ept his Court of Guard, which with great reso. 
ley recovered ; beating the enemy from a whofe 
, and from that worke : which having done, 
w their litdders after them, and got over another 
id the house wall before they co^Jd enter. In 

Hardresse Waller, peiforming his duty with 
nd diligence, was shot on the arme, but not 
Its; we have had little loase; many of the 

our men put to the Sword, and some officers of 
Most of the rest we have Prisoners, amongst 
le Marquisse, and Sir Robert Peake with divers 
ficers, whom I have ordered to be sent up to you. 
re taken about ten pieces of Ordnance, with much 
ition, and our Soldiers a good encouragement. 
ly offer to you, to have this place utterly slighted, 
« following reasons. . It will aske about eight 
1 men to manage it; it U no /rentier; the 
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Country is poore about it, the place exceedingly ruined by 
our batteries and morter pieces, and a fire which fell 
upon the place since our taking it. If you please to take 
the garrison at Farnham, some out of Chichester, and a 
good part of the foot which were here under Dalbeer^ 
and make a strong quarter at Newhery with three or 
foure troopes of horse, I dare be confident it would not 
only be a curb to Dennington, but a security and a fron- 
tier to all these parts, in as much as Newbery lyes upon 
the River, and will prevent any incurtion from Denning- 
ton, WalUngford, or Farringdon into these parts, and 
by lying there, will make the trade most secure betweene 
Bristol and London for all carriages. And I believe 
the Gentlemen of Sussex and Hampshire will with more 
chearfullnesse contribute to maintaine a garrison on the 
fronteer, then in their Bowells, which will have lesse 
safety in it. Sir, I hope not to delay, but march 
towards the west to morrow : and to be as diligent ad I 
may in my expedition thither ; I must speake my Judg- 
ment to you, that if you intend to have your worke 
carried on. Recruits of foot must be had, and a course 
taken to pay your Army, else believe mee Sir, it may not 
be able to answer the worke you have for it to do. I 
entrusted Col. Hammond to wait upon you, who was 
taken by a mistake whilst we lay before this Garrison, 
whom God safely delivered to us to our great joy ; but 
to his losse of almost all he had, which the Enemy tooke 
from him. The Lord grant that these mercies may be 
acknowledged with all thankfulnesse. God exceedingly 
abounds in his goodnesse to us, and will not be weary 
until righteousness and peace meet and that he hath 
brought forth a glorious worke for the happinesse of this 
poore Mngdome ; wherein desires to serve God and you 
with a faithful hand. Your most humble servant, 
Oliver Cromwell.'' 

Still victoriously sweeping on, the irresistible com- 
mander of horse next set himself down before Langford. 
bouse, near Salisbury, which at the first summons sur- 
rendered to him. Posting then beyond Exeter, he fought 
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d Wentnorth at BoTey- Tracy, vad tooli fitim hinr 
prisonerB, horse and foot, niih ax Bttmdards, of 
lich one wis the king's. Next, uniting with FairEu, 
:y in coitjuncdon took Daitmoaih by storm : and 
'eated lord Hopton, after a very gallant mistaoce^ 
Torrington. Whence pttrauiiig the last remains of 
> royalist anny into Cornwall, mutiny and liceotions- 
is did the work of victory ; their conraander haag 
iged to break them up, with the exception of a few 

redred with him into Pendinnis Caatle. Prince 
arlea, from whom lord Hopton's foriorn charge had 
ta del^ated, bad previously fled for safety, with 
eral DoUemen of his party, to the islea of SdUf. 
Jacob Astley held the king's last remuning force of 

90 cavalry. But air Jacob also being defeated and 
de a prisoner, there remained not an enemy to the 
liament in the open field. " Now," eud Astley when 
' captors carried him oS* to their head quarters, " yon 
'e done your work, and may go to play; unlesa [but 
r prophetical was the reservation !] you dwow to faS 
among youridvet." 

Charles had meanwhile, hopdeia of another rally 
ore these astonishing successes, shut himself up in 
ford. But even against Oxford itself was the trinin- 
mt army of the west, under Fairfax and CromweO, 
r approaching. The unhappy king in his misery 
' only one resource. With clipped beard and in the 
piise of his attendant's groom he escaped out of Ox- 

1 at three o'clock in a sharp morning of spring, and 
b his way to the Scottish camp. 

]romwellbad meanwhile been received in London wiA 
raordinary honours. The instant he ectxseA the hunse 
members rose and welcomed him, and the speaker 
their name, after an elaborate eulogiura, delivered 
le hearty thanks of the house for his great and many 
dees." But the gratitade of parliament was not con- 
d to such demonstrations of their confidence and 
lem. In the latter end of the year l645, an annuity 
15001. appears to have been granted to Cromwell and 
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his family^ for the services which he had perforined to 
the public ; and soon afterwards :it was ordered by the 
house of commons, " that all the lands of the earl of 
Worcester, lord Herbert and sir Johii Somerset, his sons^ 
in the county of Southampton^ be settled upon lieutenant- 
general Cromwell, and his heirs, to be accounted as part 
of the 2500/. per annum formerly appointed him by 
this house." To secure the full return of the stipulated 
income, it was further ordered, on the Slst of January, 
1646, " that Mr. Lisle do bring in an ordinance for the 
fhll granting unto and settling upon lieutenant-general 
Cromwell and his heirs, the manors of Abberston and 
Itchell, with the rights, members, and appurtenances 
thereof, in the county of Southampton, being the lands 
of John, lord marquis of Winchester, a delinquent that 
hath been in arms against the parliament, and a papist." 
Oliyer St. John's letter, communicating to his great 
kinsman these accessions to his fortune, is too charac- 
teristic of what the writer must have known to be 
pleasing to Cromwell to be omitted here. ^^ Deere 
sir," he wrote, *^ I have herewithall sente you the order 
of the house of commons for settling 25001. per annum 
upon you and your heires, and the ordinance of parlia- 
ment in pursuance thereof, in part, whereby the lands 
therein mentioned, being all the landes of the earle of 
Worcester in that county, are settled upon yon. I have 
likewise sent you a rent-roll of the quit rents. The 
manors consist most of old rents. There are the advow- 
sons. I am told by col. Norton and Mr. Wheeler, 
whoe know the lands, that they are accounted 100/. per 
annum. . . . / endeavoured to passe this for the present^ 
rather than to have stayed longer to make up the whole. 
Your patent was speedily prepared, and is this day passed 
the great seal, I have not sente it downe, but will 
keepe it for you, until I receive your direction to whom 
to deliver it. The charges of passing the ordinances to 
the clerkes^ and of the seale, my clerke of the patents 
hath satisfied ; you shall hereafter know what they come 
to. I delivered a copy of the ordinance to Mr. Lisle 
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to send it to the committee of sequestrations^ whoe hath, 
together with a letter to them^ desyred, that the seques- 
trators take care that no wrong he done to the lands. 
That which principally moved me to it was, because / 
heard there weare goodly woodSy and tho' much bad 
been formerly cut, that for the future a stop might be 
made. By the ordinance sent you, you will be aucto- 
rized to send some bayliffe of your owne to husband the 
lands to your best advantage, which would be done 
speedilie. There is another order of tlie house for 
preparinge an ordinance for a goodly house and other 
lands in Hampshire^ of the marquisse of Winchester's. 
Wee had thought to have had them in the ordinance, 
already passed, but by absence of som^y when I hroug^ 
in the other, that fayled. Perhaps it is better as it is, 
and that the addition might have stayed this. You 
know to whoome the marquise hath relation * ; and in 
regard that our commission for the seale ends with this 
month, I desyred rather for the presente to passe this, 
than to hazard the delay. Mr. Lisle was ordered to 
bring in the other ordinance ; it is not yet done. Sir, 
Mr. Wallop, Mr, Lisle, sir Thomas Germayne, have 
been real friends to you in this business, and heartily 
desire to have you seated, if possible, in their country. 
Remember by the next to take notice hereof by letter 
unto them." The patent alluded to in this letter by 
St. John is no doubt explained by a previous resolution 
of the house dated the 1st of December, l645, and to 
be found in these words on the Journals : — '' Resolved, 
that the title and dignity of a baron of the kingdom of 
England, with all rights, privileges, pre-eminencies, 
and precedencies, to the said title and dignity belonging 
or appertaining, be conferred and settled on lieutenant- 
general Oliver Cromwell^ and the heirs male of his body ; 
and that his majesty be desired in these propositions 
(for a piece) to grant and confer the said title and 
dignity upon him, and the heirs male of his body ac- 
cordingly ; and that it be referred to the former com- 

* Winchester had married the haUUiater of the earl of Essex. 
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mittee to consider of a fit way and manner for the per- 
fecting thereof/* 

It does not fall within my purpose here to describe 
the long, the intricate^ and not very interesting struggles^ 
which now took place between the presbyterians and 
independents for the custody of the person of the king 
after the Scots had delivered him up once more into the 
power of the English commissioners. The civil strength 
of the independants^ increased by the elections of Ireton^ 
Ludlow, Sydney, Skippon, Hutchinson, and Blake — the 
wily advantage taken by Cromwell in the organisation 
of the agitators — the scenes at Ware — and the seizure 
of the king by force -> have already received incidental 
notice in the discussion of Cromwell's character and 
resources. 

It will be sufficient to observe that, while Cromwell 
and Fairfax held Charles at Hampton Court, a vast 
variety of negotiations were opened with Cromwell by 
the king, and in the management of all he acted with 
the close counsel and assistance of his son-in-law Ire- 
ton. That a treaty was entered into by Charles with 
these generals — having for its basis his reinstatement on 
the throne, his surrender of his chief friends^ his con., 
cession of every popular right, his wide and universal 
toleration in all matters of conscience^ with, among other 
incidental conditions, the earldom of £ssex, the garter, 
and the government of Ireland for Cromwell — is not 
disputed by any one ; whether with any sincere purpose 
on the part of Cromwell, admits of most serious ques- 
tion ; whether with any on the part of Charles certainly 
admits of none. Here, as in all matters where what 
he supposed the prerogatives of his crown came in 
question — Charles was hopelessly insincere. Mrs. Hut- 
chinson would have us suppose that Cromwell and Ireton 
acted throughout in good faith^ and were only turned 
against the king at last by the discovery of bad faith in 
him. '^ To speak the tnith^" she says^ ^' of all, Crom- 
well was at this period so uncorrupdy faithful to his 
trust and to the people*s interest, that he could not be 

Q 2 



ito the practice of his own usnal and natural 
ttioHB in this occasion. His Bon-in-law Ireton. 

as faithful aa he, was not so fully of the opi- 
1 he found the contrary) but that the king might 
i^ed to comply with the public good of his peo- 

he could no longer uphold his own violent will ; 
I eome discourses, the king uttering these words 

< I ihall plaj my game as well as I can, 
tplied, ' If your majesty have a game to play, 
t give us also the liberty to play ours.' '' This 
ad us to conclude, however, that Cromwell had 
ry favourably listened to the proposed treaty. 
OUB symptoms of distrust in both Cromwell 
on were speedily detected by the king's attend- 
' Being commanded," says Ashbumham, "by 
!Sty to desire from Cromwell and Ireton that 
lit remoove Stoake to one of his owne houses, 
. mee (with verie severe countenances) bee should 

pleased to Oatlands ; hut that they had mett 
ticient proof that (he king had not only abetted - 
ented the differences betweene ihem and their 
, by commanding all his partie to take conditions 
le (then) parliament and citty, hut that likewise 

(at that instant) a treatie with the Scots, when 
le greatest profession to close with them : for 
iflcation of which, they afBrmed that they had 
a and the queene's letters to make it good, 
rere greate allayes to their thoughts of serveiry 
i did verie much juatifie the generati mUfortune 
I tinder of havetTig the reputation of little Jai& 
'ealingt.'' And again, Ashbumham (whose in. 
e with bolh Cromwell and the king was more 
I unresenred than that of the other royal Etttend- 
teley) tells us that Cromwell, after the rejection 
roposals, professed himself still favourable to the 
;B(oration, but became more reserved and private; 
t" he and Ireton withdrew themselves by degrees 
le freedom of their wonted diacouraeB of his 
'a recovery." 
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Those proposals * — noble and liberal and tolerant 
as they were — have been amply described and illustiated 
in the memoir of Marten. After their rejection, no 
doubt^ Cromwell and Ireton felt the pressure of the 
army. From the memoirs of Berkeley, indeed, we 
distinctly learn that now the lieutenant-general abso- 
lutely affected to consider himself in danger, and re- 
quested that Berkeley and Ashbumham would not 
repair so frequently and with so little disguise to his 
quarters. He still, indeed, declared his undiminished 
anxiety for an adjustment of all differences ; imprecat- 
ing on himself and his posterity the yengeance of heaven, 
if he were not sincere in his endeavours to serve the 
king in that particular ; but, at the same time, did not 
conceal his apprehensions in regard to the inconstancy of 
the army. Our former remarks on the character of the 
future lord protector may possibly, in some sort, explain 
these apparent crafts and subtleties. 

But now a decisive movement approached, which is 
thus curiously accounted for in the memoir prefixed to 
the State Letters of Orrery — better known by the name 
of lord Broghill. It is a truly remarkable piece of 
secret history. " One time, particularly," says the 
writers, *^in the year 16*49, when lord Broghill was 
riding, with Cromwell on one side of him, and Ireton 
on the other, at the head of their army, they fell into 
discourse about the late king's death. Cromwell de- 
clared, that if the king had followed his own mind, and 
had had trusty servants about him, he had fooled them 

* I may mention that during the negotiation of the " propocate,** Fair- 
fax obtained, with diflSculty, the consent of the parliament that the king 
shoulil be allowed to see hb children. The duke« of York and Cjloucester, 
aged respectively fourteen and seven, and the princess Elizabeth, twelve 
years, met their father at Maidstone, and passed two days with him at 
Caversham. ** The interview was so flffecting, that Cromwell, who was 

E resent, is oaid to have shed tears in describing it, and to have declared 
is conversion to the most implicit faith in the goodness of the king." 
CroraweU's tears, as we have seen, were on every occasion ready and ser« 
viceabic, and it is not possible to suppose real emotion here Our masterly 
painter, Maclise, has hit the truer tnought in his noble expression, uyxM 
the face of Cromwell, of bcid and resolute sagacity touched with a forecast 
of the future, in his recent fine treatment of this extraordinary scene. 
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.nd further «aid, that oni:e they had a mind to 
losed with him ; but npoa something that hap- 
ibej fell off from their design again. Wj lord, 
Cromwell and Ireton in good humour, and no 
lerBon being nithin hearing, asked them if be 
X so bold ta to desire an account, let Why they 
Duld have closed with the king f and 3dly. Wbj 
id not? Cromwell very freelj told hiro he 
utisfy him in both his queries. The reason, 
, why we would once have dosed with the king, 
B ; we found that the Scots and the preabyterians 
;o be more powerful than we; and if they had 
p matters with the Ifing, we should have beai 
the lurch ; therefore, we thought it b^^t to pte- 
em, by offering first to come in upon any reason- 
nditions. But while we were busied with these 
ts, there came a letter from one of our spies, who 
the king'* bed.chamber, which acquainted ns 
that day our doom was decreed ; that he could 
sibly tell whst it was, but we might find it out, 
ould intercept a letter from the kingto the queen, 
1 be declared what he would do. The letler, he 
as sewed up in the skirt of a saddle, and the 
>f it would come with the saddle upon his head 
en o'clock that night to the Blue Boar inn in 
n, for there he was to take horse and go lo Dover 
This messenger knew nothing of ihe letter in 
die, but some persons in Dover did. We were 
dsor when we received the letter ; and imnw- 
upon the receipt of it, Ireton and I resolved to 
e trusty fellow with us, and with troopers' habits 
I the inn in Holbom ; whieh accordingly we did, 
our man at the gate of the inn, where the wicket 
IS open, to let people in and out. Our man 
give ua notice when a person came there 
saddle, while we, in the disguise of com- 
oopers, called for cant of beer, and t»ntinued 
g till about ten o'clock : the centinel at the gate 
ve notice that the man with the saddle was come 
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in. upon this we immediately rose, and, as the man 
was leading out his horse saddled, came up to him with 
drawn swords, and told him we were there to search 
all that went in and out there ; hut as he looked like 
an honest man, we would only search his saddle, and 
so dismiss him. Upon that we ungirt the saddle, and 
carried it into the stall where we had been drinking, 
and left the horseman with our centinel ; then, ripping 
up one of the skirts of the saddle, we there found the 
letter of which we had b^n informed ; and having got 
it into our hands, we delivered the saddle again to the 
man, telling him he was an honest man, and bidding^ 
him go about his business. The man not knowing 
what had been done, went away to Dover. As soon as 
we had the letter we opened it ; in which we found the 
king had acquainted the queen that he was now courted 
by both factions, the Scotch presbyterians and the army, 
and which bid fairest for him should have him ; but he 
thought he should close with the Scots sooner than the 
other, &c. Upon this, added Cromwell, we took horse, 
and went to Windsor ; and, finding we were not likely 
to have any tolerable terms from the king, we imme- 
diately, from that time forward, resolved his ruin." 

This fatal letter, which, if this account is believed, 
may be said to have decided Charles's fate, is thus curi- 
ously described to us by the author of a work called 
Richardsoniana. '^ Lord Bolingbroke," he says, '^ told 
us [Mr. Pope, lord Marchmont, and himself] that lord 
Oxford had often told him that he had seen, and had in 
his hands, an original letter that king Charles I. wrote 
to the queen, in answer to one of hers that had been 
intercepted, and then forwarded to him; wherein she 
had reproached him for having made those villains too 
great concessions (viz. that Cromwell should be lord 
lieutenant of Ireland for life without account ; that that 
kingdom should be in the hands of the party, with an 
army there kept which should know no head but the 
lieutenant; that Cromwell should have a garter, &c.). 
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I this letter of the kiog'a it was eaii 
leaTe kim to manage, who naE bettei 
TcuiDEtances than the could bej but 
«ly eaajr u to whatever concesdons 
em ; for that he should know in due 
iriih the rogues, who, instead of a aill 
be fitted with a hempen cord. So 
which angwer, as they waited for, so i 
iccordingly — and it delermined hia fi 
rd Oxford said he had ofibred 500^. fi 
terer the aetuaiing motives may bai 
baps, after all that has been said, the : 
lie difficulty in forming bis cooclusioTi 
:ertMn that affairs now toob a gloomy t 
Influenced bj their own despair of t 
Tormidable attitude of the agitators (e 
, however, in iheir commencement 
he great lieutenant-general and his i 
!d with the extreme republicanism of 
nham has noted it down, as a merai 
ice, that, at this time it was, Cromwell 
y and elaborately with colonel Rich o. 
rhich would be the lot of the people c 
:h a government as the Netherland sta: 
no doubt with such a protector, or 

as lieutenant-general Cromwell hini 
miahed ! 

les's last fatal step was his flight to Ci 
him not he censured too harshly for 
: Strong ground for supposing that 

instigated him to a movement of a 
a no doubt the flight was made in c( 
er he received hinting that his life wa) 
e army agilaCora ; and that Cromwell h 
ficer in command at Hampton Court, 
hat transpired during the esaminati 
, the bar of the house of commons. AddreeriDg 
iker, colonel Whaley says, " You demand of me 
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what that letter was that I showed the king the day he 
went away. The letter I shall show you; but, with 
your leave^ I shall first acquaint you with the author, 
and the ground of my showing it to the king. The 
author is lieutenant-general Cromwell; the ground 
of my showing it was this ; the letter intimates some 
murderous design, or at least some fear of it, against 
his majesty. When I read the letter, I was much 
astonished, ab|iorring that such a thing should be done, 
or so much as thought of by any that bear the name of 
Christians. When I had shown the letter to his ma- 
jesty, I told him I was sent to safeguard him, and not 
to murther him ; I wished him to be confident no such 
thing should be done ; I would first die at his feet in 
his defence ; and therefore I showed it to him that he 
might be assured, though menacing speeches came fre- 
quently to his ear, our general officers abhorred so 
bloody and so villainous an act." 

While this is admitted, however, let us add that there 
is no reason for supposing Hammond in any way sub- 
orned by Cromwell or Ireton to the part he played 
with his royal prisoner, though when they found their 
kinsman in possession of such a prize it seems certain 
they resolved to make the best of it. Ashbumham has 
given a very curious letter from Cromwell to " Colonel 
Robert Hammond," evidently designed to overweigh 
some objections entertained by the latter, to the justice 
of any resistance on the part of the army to the power 
of the majority in parliament. The wily lieutenant- 
general resorts to his stronghold of providence and the 
providential, and justifies such a resistance in a parti- 
cular case. '* Was there not," he asks, *^ a little of this 
[the providential] when Robert Hammond, through 
dissatisfaction too, desired retirement from the army, 
and thought of quiet in the Isle of Wight ? " He pro- 
ceeds : — ** You say, * God had appointed authorities 
among the nations, to which active or passive obedience 
is to be yielded. This resides in England in the par- 
liament. Therefore, active or passive, &c.' Authorities 
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and powers are die ordiouice of God. Thia or that 
ia of human institution, and limited, aome wiA 
odiera with stricter bonds, eadi one accoi*ding ta 
idtution. I do not, therefore, think die author- 
ay do any thing-, and yet such obedience due; 
agree, there are casea, iu which it is lawful to re- 
If BO, your ground fails, and so likewise tbe in- 
. Indeed, dear Rohin, not to multiply words, 
try is, whether ours be anch a esse ? This in- 
sly is the true question. To this I shall say 
;, though I could say very much ; but only de- 
!e to see what thou findest in thy own heart as 
or three plain considerations : let. Whether sa- 
>nli be a sound poution f Sdly, Whether, in the 
hand, really and before the Lord, before whom 
nee tnuat stand, this be provided for ; or the 
fruit of the war like to he (rnatiated, and all 
ce to turn to what it was, and worse. And this 
y to engagements, declarations, implicit coTensnU 
lOse who ventuied their lives upon those cove* 
and engagements, without whom, perhaps, in 
relaxation ought not to be. 3dly. Whether this 
e not a lawful power, called by God to oppose 
hi against the king upon some stated grountLi ; 
ng in power to such eods, may not oppose on* 
af authority /or Ihote tnd« a* icell a» another ¥ 
tward authority, that called them, not by Uwir 
naking the quarrel lawful ; but it being m in ittelf. 
t may he, acting will be justified in forohutnano.'' 
' Robin's scruples however were likely to be 
satisfied by a succeeding letter, annoandng 
s newE, and every way moat characteristic of the 
" Derrbst Robin, — Now (blessed be God) I 
te,andthou receave freely. I never in my life sawe 
eepe sense, and less will to shewe itt anchrist- 
han in that w^li thou diddest write to us at Wind- 
id though in the middeet of thy tentation, w°* 
(by what wee understood of itt) was a great one, 
casioned the greater by tbe ktler the generall 
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sent thee^ of w^^i^ thou wast not mistaken^ when thow 
didest .challenge mee to he the penner. How good has 
God beene to dispose all to mercy^ and although itt was 
trouble for the present^ yett Glory is come out of itt, 
for w^^ we prayse the Lord with thee> and for thee; and 
truly thy carriage has biene such^ as occasions much 
honour to the name of God^ and to religion. Goe onn 
in the strength of the Lord, and the Lord bee still with 
thee. But (deere Robin) this businesse hath beene (I 
trust) a mightye providence to this poore Kingdom^ and 
too us all. The House of Comons is very sensible of 
the KS> dealings, and of ourBrethrens, in this late trans, 
action. You should do well {if you have any thing 
that may discover juglinge) to search itt out and lett us 
knowe itt ; itt may bee of admirable use at this tyme ; 
because we shall (I hope) instantly goe upon businesses 
in relation to them, tendinge to prevent danger. The 
House of Comons has this day voted as follows. First, 
that they will make no more addresses to the K. 2. 
I^one shall applye to him w^^out leave of the two 
houses, upon paine of beinge^ guilty of high treason. 
Sdly. They will receive nothinge from the Kinge, nor 
shall any other bringe any thinge to them from him, 
nor receave any thinge from the Kinge. Lastly, the 
Members of both houses, who were of the Committee 
of both Kingdoms, are established in all that power in 
themselves for England, and Ireland, w<^h they had to 
act with both Kingdoms, and Sr. John Evelin of Wilts 
is added in the room of Mr. Recorder, and Rath. F. 
Fiennis in the roome of Sir Phillip Stapleton, and my 
Lord of Kent, in the roome of the Earl of Essex. / 
think it good you take notice of this, the sooner the better, 
. • . Lett us knowe how its with you in point of strength, 
and what you neede from us : some of us thinks the 
Kinge well with you, and that itt concerns us to keep 
that Island in great securitye, because of the French, 
&c. And ifsoe, where can the king be better ? If you 
have more force, you will suer of full provision for 
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them. The Lord blesse thee : pray for thy deaie 
[end and servant, O. Cromwbi.i^.' 

The debate leferred to here had been a momentous 
le indeed, declaring openly the purpose of a republic, 
d the fate that impended over the king. Iretoa 
oke with a calm and deadly resolutioii. He said, 
the king had denied the protection to the people which 
\t the condition of obedience to him ; that afier long 
itience they should now at last show themwlves reso- 
te ; ibat they should not desert the brave men — the 
any thousand godly men — who had fought for 
em beyond all possibility of retreat or forgiveness, and 
lio would never forsake tlje parliament — unless the 
.rliament first forsook them," " After some further 
bate," says tiie author who has recorded these 
eecbes, "Cromwell brought up the reir. It wat 
ne, he said, to answer the public expectation, that 
ey were able and resolved te govern and defend the 
ngdom by their ovm povier j and teach the people 
ey had lutlhing to hope from a man whose heart God 
.rdeued in obstinaey." " Do not," said he — after 
ving a flattering character of the army, whose valour 
id godliness he extolled in the highest degree, — "let 
e army think themselves betrayed to the rage and 
alice of an irreconcilable enemy, whom they have 
.bdued for your sake, from whom they should meet 
venge and justice — do not drive them to despair, 
3t they seek safety by other means than adhering to 
lu, who will not Slick to youtaehes — and {laying hit 
•,nd on his eword) how deatruclive such a resolution in 
em will be to you all, I tremble to think, and leave you 
judge." 

The resolutions for holding no more treaties with the 
ng — in other words, for establishing a republic in 
ngland — passed by a in^ority of W to 9^. 
The immediate e^ct of thia outside the bouse wat 
artling, and considerable agitation appeared in various 
lartera. An alarming tumult in the city, in which the 
'prentices forced the guard, and ventured to engage 
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the military under the command of the general^ was 
quickly followed by similar disturbances in Norwich, Can- 
terbury, Exeter, and several other places. At the same 
time, petitions from diflferent public bodies poured into 
the two houses, all concurring in the same prayer, that 
the army should be disbanded, and the king brought back. 
Even now some project of a despotism seemed dreaded. 
Cromwell and his friends, aware that it would not be in 
their power to control the city while their forces were 
employed in the field, withdrew their opposition in the 
lower chamber so far, as to permit the presbyterian 
party to carry a vote, that no change should be made in 
the fundamental government of the realm by king, 
lords, and commons : and on this ground the citizens 
declared themselves engaged to live and to die with the 
parliament.* 

The '* men of Kent," under Hales and Goring, had, 
meanwhile, encouraged by these city tumults, flown to 
arms, and engaged the troops commanded by Fairfax 
and major-general Skippon. They were defeated, but 
the resolution with which they fought at Maidstone 
startled Cromwell into personal exertion once again on 
the field of battle. The Welsh had, at the same time, 
assembled under the banners of their chiefs ; and colonel 
Poyer, the governor of Pembroke Castle, an officer in 
the service of the parliament, joined by colonels Lang- 
home and Powell, had proclaimed Charles, and defied his 
enemies. 

Several towns followed the example with which they 
were thus supplied; and in some skirmishes which fol- 
lowed, the advantage was on the side of the royalists. 
But the approach of Cromwell at the head of a few 
regiments of veterans crushed the hopes of the insurgents. 
Having driven them within their walls, the lieutenant- 
general immediately invested Pembroke, resolved to carry 
the fortress in his usual manner by a spirited assault. 
His men, cheered by the presence of their invincible 
leader, and inflamed by the fanatical discourses of Hugh 

* Lingard, vol x. 



I, " dashed into the ditch, ucended the mnparu^ 
ew about to throw tbemselvei upon the garrison," 
L they bad hoped to find unprepared, when, on * 
n, they were attacked wiib the utmost fury, and, 
1 ganguinary conflict amidst the darkness and con- 
I of night, compelled to return to their camp, con, 
biy diminished in number. For two months the 

held out, and then surrendered under circum- 
« which left no hope of mercy. Vet Cromwell 
not unmerciful. Langhorne, Poyer, and Powell 

condemned to death aa traitors. After several 
is' imprisonment it was ordered that one only, to 
termined by lot, should suffer. The lot fell upon 
', and he was executed. 

imwell'a amazingly walchliil activity at this time 
le well illustrated by a letter of hia {in the Bri- 
Jusenm), addressed to some officers in the Welsh 
ies. It tells its own story : — " I send," he 

" this enclosed by it selfe, because it 'a of greater 
^nt. The other you may communicate to Mr. 
ey as far as you tbinke tltt, and I have written. 
Jd not have him or other honest men bee discon- 

tbat 1 thinke itt not fitt at present to enter into 
its, itt will be good to yeeild a little for publicke 
tage, and truly that is my end, wherein I desire 
I satisfie them. . . I have sent as my letter mentioas, 
re you remove out of Brecknoksheire, indeed into 
part of Glamorgan sheire, v'^'' iyeth next Mun- 
isheire, for this end. . .Wee have plaine discoveries 
(ir Trevor Wilhams of Langevie about two miles 
Uske in the countye of Munroouth was very deepe 

plott of betrayinge Chepstowe castle, soe that wee 
It of doubt of his guiltynesse thereof. . . 1 doe here- 
thorize you to seize him, as also the high sherifie 
mmoath Mr. Morgan, whoe was in the same plott. 
ut because Sir Trevor Williams is the more dan- 
s man by farr, 1 would have you to seize him first, 
he olfaer will «rilye bee had. To the end yon 
u>t he fhuliated, and that yen bee not deceived, I 
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Ihinke fitt to give you some caracters of the naan, and 
some intimations how things stand. Hee is a man (as 
I am informed) full of craft and subtiltye^ very bould 
and resolute, hath a house at Langevie well stored with 
armes^ and very stronge, his neighbours about him very 
malignant and much for him^ who are apt to rescue him 
if apprehended^ much more to discover any thinge w^^ 
may prevent itt. Hee is full of iealosie, partly out of 
guilty butt much more because hee doubts some that 
were in the businesse have discovered him^ which indeed 
they have, and alsoe because hee knows that his servant 
is brought hither^ and a minister to bee examined here^ 
whoe are able to discover the whole plott. Iff you 
should march directly into that countye and neere him, 
itts odds hee either fortefyes his house, or gives you the 
slip, soe alsoe if you should goe to his house and not 
finde him there, or if you attempt to take him and misse 
to effect itt, or if you make any knowen enquirye after 
him, itt wil be discovered. . . Wherefore to lie first you 
have a faire pretence of goeinge out of Brecknoksheire to 
quarter about Newport and Carleon, which is not above 
4 or 5 miles from his house. You may send to Col. 
Herbert, whose house lyeth in Munmouthsheire, whoe 
will certainlie acquainte you where hee is. You are 
alsoe to send to Capt. Nicolas, whoe is at Chepstoe, to 
require him to assiste you if hee shojild gett into his 
house, and stand upon his guard. Sam Jones, whoe is 
quarterm^ to Col. Herbert's troupe^ wil be very assistinge 
to you if you send to him to meete you att your quarters; 
both by lettinge you know where hee is, and alsoe in all 
matters of intelligence Jf theire shal be neede Capt. 
Burge his troupe now quarteringe in Glarmorgansheire 
shal be directed to receave orders from you. You per- 
ceave by all this, that wee are (it may bee) a little too 
much sollicitous in this businesse; it's our fault; and in- 
deed such a temper causeth us often to overact businesse, 
wherefore without more adoe wee leave itt to you, and 
you to the guidance of God herein, and rest yours, 
O. Cromwell. . . If you seize him bring & lett him bee 



nith a atronge guard u> mee. If Cajit. Nicolas 
ght OD him at Chepaiowe, doe jou Btrengthen 
L a good guard to Ining bim. . , If yon seise his 
lisanne his bouse, but lett not hie aimeE bee 
1. . . If you need Capt. Bui^e his troupe, .it 
betweene Newport and Cardiffe." 
foUowed the preshyterian invasion hj the cove- 
army of the Scots, and the regular commence- 

the second civil wur. Cromwell, advised of 
nee put his forces in motion to join Lambert 
ith, and give the coveoanters battle. He did 
nay be supposed] with especial zeal, and the 

Preston, fought August 17th, l648, threw 
i^ome into the bands of the repuhlicaoa. The 
who found some difficulty in comprehending 
nwell was not elill in Wal«B " (with such r«- 
d he approached), even by this their decisive 
If in Lancashire, were commanded by duke 
I ; the English who sided with them by tite 

Marmtiduke Langdale, whom Cromwell bad 
t Naseby. Their armies t<^ther numbered 

the force under Cromwell, including Lam- 
hich had effected a junction with him on faU 
, did not in all, according to Whitelocke, ex- 
K). Nothing but the event, could havejusti- 
instant assault of the royalists with this vast 
of force. But the bigotry of the Scots gave 
I an advant^e which he had do doubt well 
I on : " their sectarian hatred of the cavalio- 
twithitanding their engagement in the same 
sding them to witlihold their support from 
glish allies, when the latter were separately 
' ;" and their own perfect overthrow justly 
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and most retributively followed. As to the north- 
countrymen under sir Marmaduke Langdale^ Cromwell 
confessed that never had he seen foot fight so despe- 
rately as they." But nothing could withstand the 
AtriouB charges of Cromwell and his old gallant Iron- 
sides. ' Two thousand men were slain in the battle, and 
as many prisoners taken by the republicans (including 
the duke of Hamilton himself^ the leader of the confe- 
derates) as exceeded in number their own entire army. 

On die 20th of August, Cromwell wrote to the speaker 
of the house of commons a most striking dispatch of this 
battle. '* After the conjunction of that party," he be- 
gins, '^ which I brought with me out of Wales, with the 
northern forces about Knaresborough and Wetherby, 
hearing that the enemy was advanced with their army 
into Lancashire, we came the 6th instant to Hodder. 
Bridge, over Kibble, where we had a council of war, and 
upon advertisement the enemy intended southward, and 
since confirmed that they resolved for London itself, 
and information that the Irish forces, under Munro, 
lately come out of lieland, which consisted of 1200 
horse and 1500 foot, were on their march towards 
Lancaster, to join with them, — it was thought that to 
engage the enemy to fight was our business, and accord- 
ingly we marched over the bridge that night, quartered 
the whole army in the fields. Next morning we marched 
towards Preston, having intelligence that the enemy was 



Cromwell, without striking one stroke? the trutly i«, the Scot* army i« 
totally routed (so great are our sins, and so tierce is the wrath of the 
Almighty against us). Duke Hamilton being besieged in the town of 
Uttoxeter, was forced to yield himself and the small handful with him ; 
and as if the devil had got to himself the sole sway of mundane affairs, 
the most valiant and heroic knight, sir Marmaduxe, was- unluckily sur- 
prised, with some other worthv loyalists, as they were sitting in a blind 
ale-house, where they supposed themselves secure, and carried prisoners to 
Nottingham Castle. But Monro, one of the best soldiers in Christendom, 
is coming on with a powerful army, to give Nol Cromwell another field 
fight ; he hath sent to the estates of Scotland, Imploring them for a recruit 
both uf men and money, which they have ordered him : the renowned 
earl of Calender with some troops of horae, is escaped to him, with whom 
he hath united his remnant: ^f Cromwell can shatter this army also, he 
wHl prove himself one qf the most fortunate villains tlutt ever acted miS' 
chitf: he will find hard play here, for these will not be laugh't out of their 
loyalty, or frightened out of themselves, with the blazing qf his beacon 
nose/'— Pari. Porter, Aug. 28. to Sept. 4. 1648. 

VOL. VI. a 
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drawing together thereabouts^ from all his out quarters; 
We drew out a forlorn of about 200 horse and 400 foot 
— these gallantly engaged the enemy's scouts and oat- 
guards^ untU we had opportunity to bring up our whtde 
army. So soon as our foot and horse were come up^ we 
resolved that night to engage them if we could^ and 
therefore advancing with our forloms^ and putting the 
rest of the army into as good a posture as the ground 
would bear (which was totally inconvenient for onr 
horse, being all inclosure^ and miry ground), we preyed 
upon them through a lane, forced them from their ground 
after four hours dispute, until we came to the town, 
into which four troops of my regiment first enteredy and 
being well seconded by col. Harrison's regiment, chaiged 
the enemy in the town, and cleared the streets. At the 
last the enemy was put into disorder, many men slain, 
many prisoners taken, the duke with most of the Scots 
horse and foot retreated over the bridge, where after a 
very hot dispute betwixt the Lancashire regiments^ paf4 
of my lord generats and them being at push of pike, they 
were beaten from the bridge, and our horse and foot 
following them, killed many, and took divers prisoners, 
and we possessed the bridge over Darwent, and a few 
houses there; — the enemy" being drawn up within musket 
shot of us, where we lay that night, we not being aUe 
to attempt further upon the enemy, the night preventing 
us. In this posture did the enemy and we lie the most 
part of that night. Upon our entering the town, many 
of the enemy's horse fled towards Lancaster, in the chase 
of whom went divers of our horse, who pursued them 
near ten miles, and had execution of them, and took 
about 500 horse, and many prisoners. We possessed 
in the fight very much of the enemy's ammunition. I 
believe they lost 4 or 50Q0 arms ; the number of slain 
we judge to be aBout 1000, the prisoners we took 
were about 4000. In the night they marched away 
7 or 8000 foot, and about 4000 horse ; we followed 
them with about 3000 foot, and about 2500 hpise 
and dragoons; and in this prosecution, that worthy gen- 
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deman^ col. Thornhaugh, pressing too boldly, was slain^ 
being run into the body, and thigh, and head, by the ene- 
my's launcers. Our horse still prosecuted the enemy, kill- 
ing and taking divers all the way; but by that time our 
army was come up, they recovered Wiggon, before we 
could attempt any thing upon them. We lay that night 
in the field, close by the enemy, being very dirty and 
weary, where we had some skirmishing, &c. We took 
major-gen. Van Druske, col. Hurrey, and lieut.-col. 
Ennis. The next morning the enemy marched towards 
Warrington, made a stand at a pass near Winwlck, we 
held them in some dispute until our army was come up, 
they maintaining the pass with great resolution for mkny 
hours, but our men, by the blessing of God, charged 
very home upon them, beat them' from their standing, 
where we killed about 1000 of them, and took (as we 
believe) about 2000 prisoners, and prosecuted them 
home to Warrington town, where they possessed the 
bridge. As soon as we came thither, I received a mes» 
sage from Ueut-gen. Baily, desiring some capitulation, 
to which I yielded ; gave him these terms : That he 
should surrender himself and all his officers and prison- 
ers of war, with all his arms and ammunition and horses, 
upon quarter for life, which accordingly is done. Here 
we took about 4000 complete arms, and as many pri- 
soners, and thus you have their infantry ruined. The 
duke is marched with his remaining horse, which are 
about 3000, towards Namptwhich, where the gentlemen 
of the country have taken about 500 of them ; the 
country will scarce suffer any of my men to pass, but 
bring them in and kill divers, as they light upon them. 
I have sent post to my lord Grey, to sir Henry Chol- 
meley and sir Edward Roads, to gather all together with 
speed for their prosecution. Monro is about Cumber, 
land, with the horse that ran away, and his Irish horse 
and foot, but I have left a considerable strength I hope 
to make resistance 'till we can come up to them. Thus 
you have the narrative of the particulars of the success. 

B 2 
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/ could hardly tell how to say less, there being so much of 
God, and I teas not willing to say more, least there shotM 
seem to be any thing of man. Only give me leave to 
add one word^ shewing the desparity of the forces on 
both sides^ that so you may see^ and all the world ac- 
knowledge^ the great hand of God in this business. The 
Scots army could not be less then 12^000 foot, veD 
armed, and 5000 horse ; Langdale not less than 2500 
foot and 1500 horse; in all 21,000. Ours, in all, 
about 8600. And by computation about 2000 of the 
enemy slain, betwixt 8000 and 9000 prisoners, besides 
what are lurking in hedges and private places, which 
the country daily bring in or destroy ! " The force, pre- 
cision, and graphic beauty of this description could not 
possibly be excelled. 

And now Cromwell, following up his blow, marched 
on for Scotland* to extinguish all traces of Hamilton s 
party, and on his march preserved such remarkable dis- 
cipline that never, according to the Scotch^ bad they 

" * On the ere of marching fi-om Berwick, he wrote again to tbe hoa»: 
— •* A letter was this day read in the house, from lieut-gen. Croin«Ui 
out of Scotland, the most material part we will give you a< loUoweto:-- 
* Upon Friday, Sept* 29, came ao order from the Karl of Lanerick, m 
divers Lords of his party, requiring the Govemour of Berwick tomuctt 
out of the Town, which accordingly he did on Saturday, Sept 30, »* 
which time I entered, having placed a gnrrison there for your use, wt 
Crovernour would fain have capitnlated for tbe English, but wee baTiV 
this advantage upon him, would not hear of it, so that they are subnittee 
to your mercy, and Are under the consideration of Sir Arthur Hatlengre. 
who (I believe) will give you a good account of them, and *''®.'Tr 
already turned out the malignant Major, and put an honest man to dh 
room. I have also received an Order for Carlisle, and have sent t» 
Bright, with Horse and Foot, to receive it ; Sir Andrew Car, «™J^ 
Scot being gone with him to require an observance of tbe Order, Hiwb 
having been a treaty, and an agreement, betwixt the two parties in Sea* 
land, to disband all forces, excejit fifteen hunded horpe and foot, un^f[T 
Earl of Leven, which are to be kept to see all remaining forces did»iMeii| 
and having some other thing to desire from the Committee of e«t«t** * ' 
Edinburgh, for your service, I am myselfe going thitherward this d*y»fT 
so soon as I shall be able to give you a further Accnm]^ thereof, I »h«".'J 
it. In the mean time I make it my desire, that tbe Garison of Benna 
(into which I have placed a Regiment of foot, and shall be anended >w 
by a Regiment of Horse) may be provided for ; and that Sir Arthur B«- 
•lerig may receive commands to supply it with guns and ammunition Rv 
Newcastle and be otherwise enabled by you to furnish this Garriton *»■ 
all other necessaries, according as a place of that importance will re(^ 
Desiring that these mercies may beget trust and tbankftilnesse toG<'(|j J^* 
only Author of them, and an improvement' of them to his glory andtw 
Good of this poor Kingdom, I rest, your most humble Servant, 0. C*** 
WELL." Berwick, 2,October, 1648."— i'w/ Diur, Oct. 9^16. 164SL 
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'' seen such a civil people in all their days.*' Better 
evidence of this^ however, will not he asked than what 
is offered hy the following truly admirahle proclani. 
ation : — " Whereas we are marching with the Parlia- 
ment's Army into the Kingdom of Scotland^ in pursuance 
of the remaining part of the Enemy, who lately invaded 
the Kingdom of England, and for the recovery of the 
Garizons of Berwick and Carlisle, these are to declare, 
that (/* any officer or souldier under my Command, shall 
take, or demand any money, or shall violently take any 
horses, goods, or victuaU, without Order, or shall abuse 
the People in any sort. He shall he tryed hy a Councill 
of War, and the said person so offending, shall he 
punished according to the Articles of War, made for 
the Government of the Army in the Kingdom of Eng- 
land, which is death. Each Colonel, or other chief 
Officer in every Regiment, is to transcrihe the Copie of 
this, and to cause the same to he delivered to each 
Captain of his regiment ; and every said Captain of 
each respective troop and company, is to puhlish the 
same to his Troop or Company, and to take a strict 
course that nothing he done contrary hereunto. Given 
under my hand this 20 Sept. 16*38. Cromwell.*' 

Arrived at Edinburgh, the victorious general was re- 
ceived with enthusiasm and even called " the deliverer 
of the kirk." He conferred with commissioners, had 
visits from the provost and Scottish nobles, and received 
gorgeous entertainments at the public cost. General 
Leven, the lord Argyle, and several other noblemen, 
invited him and his suite to a sumptuous banquet in 
the castle, just before his departure : and, adds White- 
locke, when he left the place, the majestic fortress saluted 
him with its great guns, and numerous lords convoyed 
him beyond the city precincts. 

Cromwell's return to the capital settled the fate of 
Charles. Yet he had not returned without one fright- 
ful dash of gloom pervading all his glory. In one of 
the closing skirmishes of the campaign he had lost his 
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eldest son^ Oliver*^ who held a commission of captain 
in the regiment of horse commanded by HarrisoD. 
This young man appears to have possessed^ with Henry, 
the greatest share of his father s respect and confidence 
— all his children had his love — and was remembered 
by him in his dying hour^ when his mind seemed 
Wandering for the protectorate's successor. 

Richard was now CromwelFs eldest son. He was 
not in the army^ though he accepted a nominal com- 
mission under the protectorate. If it is within the limit 
of probability that the triumphant soldier meditated, 
even thus early, any seizure of the supreme power, it 
must have added to his grief in losing the first-born of 
his children^ to reflect that his heir now was an idle 
youth^ given to somewhat dissolute gaieties, suspected 
moreover of royalist prejudices, and without a particle 
of vigour or firmness about him.' 

A negotiation for the marriage of Richard with the 
daughter of a Mr. Major (the representative of an old 
and wealthy family of Hampshire, and himself high 
sheriff of that county in 1640) had been broken off, 
for some unexplained reason, before the campaign of the 

* '* This young man,** says Noble, in his Memoirs of the Protectoral 
House, ** was, at the breaking out of the civil war, about nineteen, soon 
after which, by his father's interest, he procured a commission in the parle- 
ment army : and it is certain, that this Oliver was a captain so early as 
April 1643, for a soldier going to burn a MS. relating to the antiquities of 
Peterborough, where the soldiers, under his father, were making great 
devastation, especially in the painted glass in the cathedral, at which the 
elder Oliver assisted, Mr. Hustin redeemed the MS. for ten shillings, and 
persuaded the soldier to write the following aclinowledgment : * I pray let 
this scripture book alone, for he hath paid me for it ; and therefore I would 
desire you to let it alone, by me Henry Topclyfi^ souldier under captain 
Cromwell, colonel Cromwell's son, therefore I pray let it alone, Henry 
Topclyffe, April 22, 1643.* As a Airther proof of this, Lilburne, the/acti'ous, 
accuses Oliver, his father, in 1647, with having several relations in the 
army ; and amongst others, two of his own sons, one a captain of the gene- 
ral's life-guard, the other a captain of a troop of horse, in col. Harrison's 
regiment ; both, says Lilburne, raw and unexperienced soldiers. It is well 
known, that Rich, his then second son, was not designed for the sword, 
but the bar, and had no commission in the army,until long after his fath« 
had been declared protector, so that the sons of Oliver, then in the army 
must be this gentleman, and Henry his brother : but it is ob8erviU>le, that 
Henry, who certainly was captain of the. life-guard, is mentioned first 
Scarce any author notices this son Oliver at all, and none, that 1 know of, 
has given us any account of what became of him. He was killed in July, 
1648, in attempting to repulse the Scotch army that invaded England under 
the duke of Hamilton, at which time col. Harrison was wounded : the latter 
circumstance clearly evinces that it was him who was killed, as he is just 
above mentioned as being a captain in Harrison's regiment.*' 
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second civil war^ resumed after its close, again broken 
off on a question of pecuniary settlement^ and again 
within a year of the present time renewed. I have 
found Cromwell's own letters relating to it^ and they 
exhibit this extraordinary man in so striking and cha- 
racteristic an attitude among his family^ that it is diffi- 
cult to understand why they should hitherto have been 
so strangely neglected by his biographers. 

The first of these letters is dated the 25th of Feb- 
ruary^ l647> and addressed to a friend^ ^^idle Dick 
Norton/' a colonel in his army^ and a man evidently 
endeared to him by many affectionate ties, notwith. 
standing idleness and apparently reckless habits. — 
" Deere Norton, — I have sent my sonn over to thee, 
beinge wiUinge to answere providence, and although 
I confesse / have had an offer of a very great proposu 
tion from a father of his daughter, yett truly I rather 
encline to this in my thoughts, because though the other 
bee very farr greater, yett I see different tyes, and not 
that assurance of godlynesse, yett indeed fairness. I 
confesse that which is tould mee concerning the estate of 
Mr. M. is more then I can looke for as thinges now 
stand. ... If God please to bring itt about, the consider- 
ation of pietye in the parents, and such hopes of the 
gentlewoeman in that respect, make the businesse to mee 
a great mercye, conceminge w<^^ I desier to waite upon 
Grod. ... I am confident of thy love, and desier thinges 
may be carried with privacie. The Lord doe his wiU, 
thats best, to w^^ submittinge I rest your humble servant, 
O. Cromwell." 

This refers to the opening of the n^otiation. Mr. 
Major appears to have broken it off, however, for some 
secret reason of objection. A year after overtures be- 
gan again — ^<^ Mr. Robinson a preacher at Southamp- 
ton," having been apparently selected for the purpose, 
either by the still love-sick Richard, or by the second and 
wiser thoughts of Mr. Major himself. To Mr. Robin- 
son, Cromwell thus writes on the 1st of February, l648. 

*' S% — I thanke you for your kinde letter. As to the 
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e you mention I desire to use this playennesK 
II, When the last overture vts betweene mee 
Major, hj the mediation of Coll. Norton, after 
tinge I had with Mr. Mi^or att Farnham, I 
he CoU. (findinge aa I thought some scruples and 
n in Mr. Major) to bnowe of him nhether hia 
as free to the thinge or not. Coll, Norton g»ve 
account, that Mr, Major, by reaaon of aome 
aa they then stood, was not very free thereunto, 
on I lUd acquiesce suhmittinge to the providence 

Upon your reyivlnge of the buainesse to mee, 
letter, I thinlte fitt to returne you this ajisware, 
'' in plainnesge of epiric to you, That upon your 
ie of the gentlewoeman's north & the comuiqn 
)f the pyetye of the familye I ehall be willinge 
[ayne the renewinge of the motion upon such 
iitions as may bee to mutuall satisfaction, only 
that a apeedye resolution will be very convenient 
lartes. The Lord direct all to his glory. I deeds 
ayers therein, and rest yonr very affectionate 
O. Cromweuj." 
eleven days after, I find the following letter 
to Mr. M^or himself, describing passages of the 

"S", — I receaved some intimations formerly, 
ilastretume from Southampton aletter from Mr. 
n, concemynge the reviveinge the last yeare's 
toucbinge my sonne and your daughter. Mr. 
n was alsoe pleased to send inclosed in bis a 
im you lo him, beating dale the 5"^ of thia in- 
bruary, wherein I flnde your willingenesse to 
le 8n<rgood nieanes for the compleatinge of that 
e. From vhenee I take encoragment to aend 
I to wayte upon you & by him lo lett you knowe 
desires are (if providence Boe dispose) very full 
o the thinge, if upon an interview theire prove 
reedom in the younge persons thereunto. What 
roa will give heerein I wholly submit to you. I 

lite in my letter to Mr. Robinson to mentioa 
at of expedition, becauie indeed I knotee not Aov 
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aoone I may be called into the fetid, or other occasions 
may remove me from hence, havinge for the present some 
liberty of stay in London. The Lord direct all to his 
glorye. I rest S"^ y' very humble servant, O, Cbom- 
wkll/' 

Again, to his " very virorthie friend" Mr. Major, on 
the 26th of February, the lieutenant-general writes yet 
more characteristically. " S", — I receaved yours by 
Mr. Stapleton together with an account of the kinde 
reception & the many civilityes afforded them, espe- 
cilly to my sonn in the libertye given him to waite 
upon your worthye daughter, the report of whose 
vertue and godlynesse has vsoe great a place in my 
hart that I think fitt npt to neglect any thinge on my 
part which may conduce to consummate a dose of the 
businesse, if God please to dispose the younge ones 
harts thereunto & other suiteable orderinge affaires 
towards mutuall satisfaction appeare in the dispensation 
of providence. For which purpose and to the end mat- 
ters may be brought to as neere an issue as they are 
capable off (not being at libertye by reason of publicke 
occasions to waite upon you, nor, as I understand your 
health permittinge) I thought fitt to send this gentle- 
man Mr. Stapleton instructed with my minde to see 
how ueere wee may come to an understandinge one of 
another therein, & although I could have wished the 
consideration of thinges had beene betweene us two itt 
beinge of so neere concernement, yet providence for the 
present not allowinge, I desier you to give him credence 
on my behalfe. S' all thinges which yourselfe & I had 
in conference att Farnham doe not occur to my memorie 
thorough multiplicitye of businesse interveninge, I hope 
T shall with a very free hart testifie my readinesse to 
that which may bee expected from mee. I have noe 
more at present but desiringe the Lord to order this af- 
fair to his glory & the comfort of his servants. I rest 
S' your humble servant, O. Cromwell.'* 

Negotiations thicken, and Cromwell appears some* 
what shrewd and calculating, and conveniently forget- 
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ful, in his next missive^ dated the 8th of March 164*89 
to his *' worthie friend," Mr. Major. 

" S', — Yours I have receaved, & have given further 
instructions to this bearer Mr. Stapleton to treate with 
you about the businesse in agitation betweene your 
daughter and my sonne. I am ingag'd to you for all 
your civiUty*s, & respects already manifested. I trust 
there will bee a right understanding betweene us and a 
good conclusion : and though I cannot particularly re- 
member the thinges spoken off at Famham, to which 
yoor letter seemes to referre mee ; yet I doubt not but 
I have sent the offer of such thinges now, which will 
give mutuall satisfaction to us both. My attendance 
upon publique affairs will not give mee leave to come 
downe unto you myselfe. I have sent unto you this 
gentleman with my mind. I salute M^ Major, though 
unknowne, with the rest of your family. I commit you, 
with the progresse of the businesse to the Lord. And 
rest S"*, your assured friend to serve you, O. Cromwbli.." 

The next letter, after an interval of eight days, is a 
long one, and shows that the lieutenant-general ar- 
ranged a marriage for his son as he would have manoeu- 
vred a battle for the commonwealth. It is scrawled over, 
in what seems to be Mr. Major's handwriting, " L. 6. 
Cromwell's letter of exceptions," and truly very for- 
midable exceptions they are, and put with an air of 
probably unconscious egotism, as though his conve- 
niences should, as a matter of course, be paramount. 

*^ S*, — I receaved your paper by the handes of Mr. 
Stapleton. 1 desiev your leave to returne my dissatis- 
faction therewith. I shall not neede to premise how 
much I have desired (I hope upon the best groundes) 
to niatch with you, the same desier still continuees in 
me, if providence see itt fitt. But I may not be soe 
much wantinge to myselfe nor familye as not to have 
some equallitye of consideration towards it. / have two 
younge daughters to hestowe if God give them life and 
opportunitye,* Accordinge to your offer I have nothinge 

* His second daughter, Elizabeth, had recently married Claypole, a man 
of royalist prepossessions. 
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for {hem, nothing at all in hand. If my sonne dye^ 
what consideration is there to mee ? And yet a jounc- 
tare parted with^ if shee dye there is little, if you have 
an heir male then hut 3000/. without tyme assertained. 
But for theise thinges^ I douht not hut one enterview 
hetweene you and my selfe they might hee accommo- 
dated to mutual satisfaction^ and in relation to theise I 
thinke wee should hardly part^ or have many wordes^ 
so much doe I desier a cloasure with you. But to 
deale freely with you« the settHnge of the mannor of 
Hursley as you propose itt stickes so much with mee 
that either I understand you not^ or else it much failes 
my expectation. As you offer itt here is 400/. per annum 
charged upon itt. For the 1 50/. to your lady for a life 
as jouncture I stick nott att that^ hut the 250/. per 
annum untill Mr. Ludlowis lease expires^ the teanure 
whereof I knowe not^ and soe much of the 250/. per 
annum as exceedes that lease in anual value for some 
tyme alsoe after the expiration of the s^ lease gives such 
a maime to the mannor of Hursley^ as indeed renders the 
rest of the mannor very inconsiderable. S'^ if I concurr 
to denye myselfe in point of present monies as alsoe in 
the other thinges mentioned as aforesaid^ I may and I 
doe expect the mannor of Hursley to be settled without 
any charge upon itt after your decease, savinge your 
ladye's jouncture of 150/. per annum, which if you 
should thinke iitt to encrease I should nott stand upon 
itt. Your own estate is best known to you, but suerlye 
your personall estate beinge free for you to dispose, will 
with some smale matter of addition begitt a iieerenesse 
of equallitye, if I heere well from others, and if the 
difference in that were not very considerable I should 
not insist upon itt. What you demand of me is very 
high in all pointes. I am willinge to settle as you desier 
in every thinge— savinge for present maintenance 400/. 
per annum. 300/. per annum 1 would have somewhat 
free to be thanked by them for. The 300/. per annum 
of my ould land, for a jouncture after my wives decease, 
I shall settle, and in the nieane tyme, out of other 
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landes att your election, and trulye Sr.^ if that bee not 
good^ nor will any landes I doubt. I doe not much dis- 
trust your principles in other thinges have acted yon 
towards confidence. You demand in case my sonn have 
none issue male but only daughters, then the lands in 
Hantsheire, Monmoutb, and Gloucestersheire to descend 
to the daughters, or 3000/. a peice. The first woud bee 
most unequall, the latter is too high. They will be well 
provided for by beinge inheritrixes to their mother^ and 
I am willinge to 2000/. a peice to bee charged upon 
those landes. Sr. I cannot but with very many thankes 
acknowledge your good opinion of mee and of my sonn, 
as alsoe your great civilities towards him, and your 
daughter's good respects (whose goodnesse though known 
to mee only at such a distance by the report of others) 
I much vaiew, and indeed that causeth mee soe cheer- 
fully to denye myselfe as I doe in the point of monies, 
and soe willinglye to complye in other thinges. But if I 
should not insist as before, I should in a greater measure 
denye both my owne reason and the advise of my 
freindes then were meete; which I may not doe. Indeed 
S"^, / have not chased with a fart greater offer of estate, 
hut rather chose to fix heere, I hope I have not beene 
wantinge to providence in this. I have made myselfe 
plaine to you, desiring you will make my sonn the 
messinger of your pleasure and resolution herein as 
speedilye as with conveniency you may. I take leave 
and rest, your affectionate servant, O. Cromwelij. — 
I desier my service may be presented to your lady and 
daughters." 

The interview followed — Mr. Major no doubt 
supposing that anything would be preferable to let- 
ters of this sort. The interview seems to have been 
only partially satisfactory, however, and in the next 
letter of the series, to his friend Norton, there 
is a curious allusion to some personal objections to 
himself which Mr. Major would appear to have 
urged. The date of this is the 28th of March, l648. 

'^ DfiERB Dick, — Itt had beene a favour indeed to 
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have mett you heere at Farnham, but I heere you are a 
man of great businesse ! . . . Therefore I say noe more.' 
If it be a favor to the house of commons to enjoy you^ 
what is itt to me? But in good earnest when wi . . . 
you and your brother Russel be a lit ... . honest and 
attend your charge suerly so . . . expect itt, especially 
the good fellowes wh • . . chose you. ... I have mett 
v^th M' Maior, wee spent two or 3 bowers together 
last night I perceave the gentleman is very wise 
and honesty and indeed much to be valewed. Some 
thinges of common fame did a little sticke, J gladlie 
heard his doubts, and gave such answare as was next att 
hand* I beleive to some satisfaction. Never the lesse 
I exceedingly liked the gentlemans plainnesse, and free 
dealinge vj^ mee. I knowe God has beene above all 
ill reports, avid wiU in his owne tyme vindicate mee. I 
have noe cause to cumplaine, I see nothinge but that 
this particular businesse betweene him and mee may go 
onn. The Lords will be donn. For newes out of the 
north there is little, only the Mai. partye is prevailinge 
in the par^n* of S. They are earnest for a warr, the 
ministers oppose^ as yett. . . Mr. Marshall is returned, 
whoe say is see. And soe doe many of our letters. Their 
great committee of dangers have 2 malig. for one right. 
Its sayd ihey have voted an armie of 40000 in par'"* 
soe some of yesterdayes letters. But I account my newes 
ill bestowed because upon an idle person, . . I shall take 
speedy course in the business concerninge my tenants^ 
for wc*» thankes^ my service to your lady, 1 am really 
your affectionate servant, O. Cromwell." 

A second letter to Norton, dated the 3d of Aprils 
16*48, put a second period to these laborious negocia- 
tions. A supplementary interview^ less successful than 
the first, is here described, with various points of an 
extremely interesting kind. Never surely did the 
ministers of a crowned head look so carefuUv about 
them in diplomatising an affair of marriage. There 
is again in this letter a tone of strong personal exaction^ of 
which the writer might or might not have been conscious. 
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*^ Deere Norton, — I could not in my last give you 
a perfect account of what passed betweene mee and Mr. 
M. because wee were to have a conclusion of our speed 
that morninge after I wrote my letter to you, which wee 
had, and haveinge had a full enterview of one anotbers 
mindes, wee parted with this, that both would consider 
with our relations, and accordinge to satisfactions given 
there, acquaint each other with our mindes. . . I cannot 
tell how better to doe itt, to receave or give satisfaction^ 
then by you, whoe (as I remember) in your last, sayd 
that if thinges did stick betweene us, you would use 
your endeavor towards a close. • . The thinges insisted 
upon were theise, (as I take itt). Mr. Maior desired 
400 j9. annum of inheritance lyinge in Cambridge sheire, 
and Norfolke, to bee prsesently settled, and to be for 
maintenance, wherein I desired to bee advised by my 
wife. . . I offered the land in Hampshire, for present 
maintenance, w<^^ I dare say with copses and ordinaire 
fells will be communtbus annis 500' p. annum, besides 
500 ' per annum, in tennants handes houldinge but for 
one life, and about 300'' p. ann. some for two lives, 
some for three lives. But as to this, if the latter bee not 
liked off, I shall bee willing a farther conference bee had 
in the first. . . In point of jouncture I shall give satis* 
faction. And as to the settlement of landes given mee^ 
by the par^i^^, satisfaction to be given in like roauHer, ac« 
cordinge as wee discoursed. . . In what else was de- 
manded of mee I am willing (so fan* as I remember any 
demand was) to give satisfaption. • . Only I havinge 
beene enformed by Mr. Robinson that Mr. Maior did 
upon a former match offer to settle the mannor wherein 
hee lived, and to give 2000' in monie, I did insist upon 
that, and doe desire itt may not bee with difficultye. 
The monie I shall needefor my two little wenches, and 
tkerby I shall free my sonn from beinge charged with 
them, Mr. Maior parts w^^ nothing in prsesent but that 
monie, savinge their board, w^^ I shoulde not bee un- 
willinge to give them to enjoy the comfort of their 
society w^i* itts reason hee smarte for^ if he wUl robb mee 
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altogether of them. Truly" the land to bee settled^ both 
what the par*»^ gives mee, and my owne, is very little 
lesse then 3000^^ per annum all thlnges considered^ if I 
bee rightly informed. And a lawyer of Lincoln s Inn 
haveinge searched all the marques of Worcester's writ- 
inges, vr^^ were taken at Ragland and sent for by the 
parii^t^ and this gentleman appointed by the committee 
to search the sayd writinges^ assures mee, there is noe 
scruple concerninge the title^ and itt 8oe fiU out thsit this 
gentleman whoe searched was my owne lawyer, a very 
godly able man, and my deere friend, w'* I reckon noe 
smcJe mercy. He is also possest of the writinges for 
mee. . . I thought fitt to give you this account, desiringe 
you to make such use of itt as God shall direct you^ and 
I doubt not but you will doe the part of a friend be- 
tweene two friendes. I account myselfe one^ and I have 
heard you say Mr. Maior was entirely soe to you. What 
the good pleasure of God is I shall waite, there is only 
rest. Prssent my service to your lady, to Mr. Maior, et. 
I rest your affectionate servant, O. Cromwell. I de- 
sier you to carrie this business with all pnvacie. I be* 
seech you to doe so as you love mee. Lett mee entreat 
you not to loose a day herein, that I may knowe Mr. 
Maior's minde, for I thinke I may be att leizure for a 
weeke to atcende this businesse to give and take satisfac- 
tion, from wch perhaps I may bee shutt up afterwards 
by imployment. / know thou art an idle felhwe, but 
prethee neglect mee not nqw. Delay may bee very incon- 
venient to mee. I much rely upon you. Lett me heere 
from you in two or 3 days. I confesse the principall 
consideration as to mee is the absolute settlement of the 
manner where he lives, w<^^ he would doe but condition- 
ally in case he prove to have noe sonn, and but 3000^^ 
in case he have a sonn. But as to this I hope farther 
reason may work him to more." 

But now, on the return from the second civil war, the 
young people appear to have lost none of their liking 
for each other, and Mr. Major has opened negociations 
once more. Cromwell answers on iiie 25th si£ March^ 
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l64>9j and though his words are fair, not less distresangly 
minute than ever does Mr. Major find him in the realities. 
'' S% — You will pardon the hrevitye of theise lines^ 
the haste I am in hy reason of husinesses occasions it. 
To testifye the earnest desier I have to see a happy 
period to this treatye hetweene us^ I give you to under- 
stand that I lAgree.to 150/. pr. annum out of the 300L 
pr. annum of my ould land, for your daughter's 
jouncture over the 150/. where you please. . • 4^0L pr. 
annum^ for present maintenance where you shall choose 
either in Hantsheire^ Gloucester or Monmouthsheire. . • 
Those lands settled upon my son and his heites males 
hy your daughter, and in case of daughters only 2000/. 
a peice charged upon those landes. • . 400/. per annum 
free to raUe portions for my two daughters, I expect 
the manor of Hursley to he settled upon your eldest 
daughter and her heires^ the heires of her body. . . 
Your lady a jouncture of 150/. per annum out of itt. . . 
For compensation to your younger daughter I agree to 
leave itt in your power after your decease to charge itt 
with as much as will huye inn the lease of the Farme 
at AUington hy a just computation. • . 1 expect soe long 
as they live with you their diet as you expressed, or in 
case of voluntarie partinge 150/. pr. annuro^ SOOO/. in 
case you have a sonn to hee jmyed in two yeares next 
-foUowinge. . . In case your daughter die without issue 
1000/. within six months. S>^ if this satisfie 1 desier a 
speedye resolution, I should the rather desier soe because 
of what your kinsman can satisfie you in. The Lord 
blesse you and your familye to whome I desier my 
afiections and service may hee presented. I rest your 
humhle servant, O. Cromwell.'* 

On the 28th, Mr. Major solicits an alteration 
in ODe point. On the 30th Cromwell refuses it. 
*f S", — I receaved yours of the 28^^ instant. I de- 
sier the matter of coinpensation may bee as in iny last 
to you; you propose another way, which trulye seemes 
to mee very inconvenient. I have agreed to all other 
thinges as you take mee (and that rightly) rej>eatiDg 
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particulars in your paper. The Lord dispose this great 
businesse {jgreat hetweene you <Sf mee) for ^ood. You 
mention to send by the post on Tuesday. I shall 
speede thinges heere as I may^ I am designed for Ire- 
land^ which will be speedye. I should bee very glad to 
see thinges settled before I goe^ if the Lord will. My 
service to all your familye. I rest sir your affectionate 
Oliver Cromwell." 

Some hope for the poor young lovers appears at last, 
and they do not seem, from this pretty allusion in the 
lord lieutenant's letter (for Cromwell was now lord 
lieutenant of Ireland) to have been quite tired out with 
waiting for it. The date is April the 6th, 1 649. 
"S% — I receaved your papers inclosed in your letter 
although I knowe not howe to make soe good use of 
them, as otherwise might have beene to have saved ex- 
pence of tyme, if the arrest of your lawyer had not fallen 
out at this tyme. I conceave a draught to your satis- 
faction by your owne lawyer would have saved much 
tyme, which to mee is precious. I hope you will send 
some up perfectlye instructed. I shall endeavour to 
speed what is to be donn on my part, not knowing how 
soone I may bee sent downe towards my charge for Ire- 
land. And I hope to perform punctually with you. S*", 
my sonn had a great desier to come down & waite upon 
your daughter. / perceave hee minds that more then to 
attend businesses heere, 1 should bee glad to see him 
settled and al thinges finished before I goe. I trust not 
to bee wantinge therein. The Lord direct all our hartes 
into his good pleasure. I rest S*^, your affectionate ser- 
vant, O. Cromwell. . . . My service to your lady 8c 
family." 

Most characteristically, however, does one letter of 
exception more close this very singular series! It is 
addressed to Mr. Major, nine days later than the last. 
— " S*, — Your kindsman Mr. Barton and myselfe re- 
payringe to our councell for the perfectinge this businesse 
spe much concerninge us, did upon Saturday this 15^ 
of April drawe our councell to a meetinge whereupon 

VOL. VI. 8 
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consideration had of my letter to yourselfe expreaslnge 
mj consent to particulars which Mr. Barton brought to 
your councell, Mr. Hales of I^incoines Inn. Upon the 
readinge that which expresseth the way of your setlinge 
Hursley, your kindsman expressed a sence of yours con- 
trarie to the paper under my hand as alsoe to that under 
your hand of the 28^^ of March which was the same 
with mine^ as to that perticular, and I knowe nothinge 
of doubt in that which / am to doe but doe agree itt all 
to your kindsman his satisfaction. Nor is there much 
materiall difference save in this, wherein both my paper 
sent by you to your councell and yours of the 28^^ doe 
in all literall and all equitable construction agree, viz, to 
settle an estate in fee simple upon your daughter after 
your decease, which Mr. Barton affirmes not to be your 
meaninge, although hee has not (as to me) formerlye 
made this any objection, nor can the words beare itt, nor 
have I any thinge more considerable in lewe of what I 
part with then this. And I have appealed to yours or 
any counsel in England whether it bee not just and 
equal that I insist thereupon. And this misunderstand, 
inge (if it bee yours as it is your kindsman's) putt a 
stop to the businesse, so that our counsel could not pro- 
ceed untill your pleasure herein were known, wherefore 
itt was thought fitt to desier Mr. Barton to have recourse 
to you to knowe your rainde, hee alledginge hee had noe 
authoritye to understand that expression soe, but the 
contrarie, which was thought not a little strange even by 
your own councell. I confesse I did apprehend wee 
should bee incident to mistakes treatinge att such a dis. 
tance, although I may take the boldnesse to say there is 
nothinge expected from mee, but I agree itt to your 
kindsman's sense to a titde. Sr. I desired to knowe 
what commission your kindsman had to helpe this doubt 
by an expedient, who denied to have any, but did think 
it were better for you to part with some monie, and keepe 
the power in your owne handes, as to the hind, to dis- 
pose thereof as you should see cause. Whereupon an 
overture was made and himself and your councell desired 
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to drawe itt up ; the effect whereof this enclosed paper 
conteynes ; and although I should not like change of 
agreements^ yet to shew how much I desier the perfect- 
ing of this husinesse^ if you like thereof (though this hee 
farr the worse bargain) I shall submitt thereunto : your 
councell thinkinge that thinges may bee settled this way 
with more clearnesse & lesse intricasie. There is men. 
tion made of 900/. pr. annum to bee reserved^ but itt 
comes to but about 800/. My landes in Glamorgan sheire 
being but little above 400/. pr. annum^ and the 400/. 
pr. annum out my manour in Gloucester & Munmouth 
sheire. I wish a cleere understandinge may bee be- 
tweene us. Truly I would not willinglye mistake, de- 
siringe to waite upon providence in this businesse. I 
rest S^ your affectionate friend & servant, O. Crom- 
well. ... I desier my service may bee presented to 
your lady & daughters." 

Very probably Mr. Major now conceded every thing 
without further dispute, for in a fortnight after, on the 1st 
of May, l649t Richard Cromwell was married to 
Dorothy Major, in Hursley church, Hampshire. She 
was a modest, unobtrusive, kind-hearted woman, and 
bore her husband nine children.* 

The reader might suppose, from the character of 
these most elaborate arrangements, that Cromwell had 

* In article (B.) of the Appendix I have «ketched the lineal deecend- 
anta of Cromwell to the present time. Of Richard's wife Mr. Noble ob- 
serves : — "It \b extraorainary that we know so little of her, considering 
that she was, at one time, the second person in the kingdom : there is 
every reason to suppose that she was scarce ever at court during Oliver's 
protectorate. She felt the reverse of fortune in the most poignant manner, 
and wanted the comforts of the clergy to reconcile her to what she judged 
the greatest misfortune. Amongst all the illiberall things that were levelled 
against the protectorate home of Cromwell, her character is almost the 
only one that scandal has left untouched ; she never (it is most reasonable 
to think) saw her husband after he retired to France, in 1660; she died 
Jan. 5, 1675-6, in the forty-ninth year of her age, and was buried in the 
chancel of Hursley church. The only character of her that I have ever 
met with, ii that given by Mr. John Maidstone, who says, * she was a pru- 
dent, goiily, practical Christian.' She was certainly once at court during the 
government of her father<in-law, from the following item in Mr. Major, 
her father's memorandum book, still preserved, * 1657, May SI, daughter 
Cromwell went to London,', but as she had a child baptised at Hursley in 
Sept. following, her stay must have been short; and from an item of her 
father's discarded reeve, it appears, she was at Whitehall when her hus* 
band lost his power, after which she retired to ' Hursley lodge, and lived 
uiXHi her own lands.' " 
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been a ^' family man " with much time on his hands^ 
and no business save what he could ingeniously^ and 
with much pains^ fashion out of his private affairs to. 
attend to. Yet in the interval comprised by these 
letters what mighty events he had created and controlled ! 
The trial and execution of Charles I., with aU their 
attendant circumstances, and their vast result in the 
establishment of the commonwealth^ have been treated 
in the life of Henry Marten. Cromwell did not 
appear more openly in them than any of the other 
statesmen or officers — perhaps he was even less seen, 
in them than any — but it was well known that the 
majority of the men concerned in the deed confessed 
to his extraordinary inflw^nce and control — while he, 
in his turn, if bishop Burnet may be believed, was not 
without his controller also. '^ Ireton," says the bishop, 
'^ was the person that drove it on : for Cromwell was 
all the while in some suspense about it. Ireton had the 
principles and the temper of a Cassius in him : he stuck 
at nothing that might have turned England to a com- 
monwealth.'' The scurrilous falsehoods of the period, 
contained in that disgusting book which goes by the 
name of *^ The Trials of Regicides," are scouted now by 
all well-informed persons, but two anecdotes of the time 
personally relating to Cromwell may properly find a 
place here. 

'' I know nothing in particular," says bishop Bur- 
net, '' of the sequel of the war, nor of all the confusions 
that happened till the murder of king Charles the first : 
only one passage I had from lieutenant-general Dnim- 
mond, afterwards lord Strathallan. He served on the 
king's side ; but he had many friends among those who 
were for the covenant : so the king's affairs being now 
ruined, he was recommended to Cromwell, being then 
in a treaty with the Spanish ambassador, who was 
negotiating for somfe regiments to be levied and sent 
over from Scotland to Flanders : . he happened to be 
with Cromwell when the commissioners sent from ScoU 
and to protest against the putting the king to death 
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came to argue the matter with him, Cromwell bade 
Brummond stay and hear their conference^ which he 
did. They began in a heavy languid style to lay indeed 
great load on the king : but they still insisted on that 
clause in the covenant, by which they swore they would 
be faithful in the preservation of his majesty's person. 
With this they showed upon what terms Scotland, as 
well as the two houses, had engaged in the war ; and 
what solemn declarations of their zeal and duty to the 
king they all along published ; which would now appear, 
to the scandal and reproach of the christian name, to 
have been false pretences, if, when the king was in 
their power, they should proceed to extremities. Upon 
this Cromwell entered into a long discourse on the nature 
of the regal power, according to the principles of Mariana 
and Buchanan : he thought a breach of trust in a king 
ought to be punished more than any other crime what- 
soever : he said as to their covenant, they swore to the 
preservation of the king's person in defence of the true 
religion : if then it appeared that the settlement of the 
true religion was obstructed by the king, so that they 
could not come at it but by putting him out of the 
way, then their oath could not bind them to the pre- 
serving him any longer. He said also, their covenant 
did bind them to bring all malignants, incendiaries, and 
enemies to the cause, to condign punishment : and was 
not this to be executed impartially ? What were all 
those on whom public justice had been done, especially 
those who suffered for joining with Montrose but small 
offenders, acting by commission from the king, who 
was, therefore, the principal, and so the most guilty ? 
Drummond said, Cromwell had plainly the better of them 
at their own weapon, and upon their own principles. 
At this time presbytery was at its height in Scotland.*' 
The other anecdote has reference to a cousin of 
Cromwell's, who, on the eve of Charles I.'s execution, 
was commissioned to grant any conditions which the 
lieutenant-general might demand, if he would consent 
to preserve the life of Charles. Colonel John Cromwell 
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laTC been eacourageil to undertake this mie- 
le recollection of an assurance given to him 

before bjr'Iiis great courin, that he would 
K his sword in favour of the king than alloir 
icana to make any attempt on his person. 
irriTal in the metropolis, however, be found 
OBman hod shut himself up so closely in hia 
and issued such strict orders that no one 

admitted to him, that it was not irithout 
:ulty he ohtaiiied an interview. The envojr 
formed his miEeion with undaunted zeal and 
, Cromwell, says Heath, fell to his old shifts, 
1 that it was not he but the army who were 
nflict justice on the king ; that it is true fae 
se such words as those which the ctdonel bad 
lut times were now altered, and Providence 

dispose things otherwise. He added, that 
lyed and fasted for the king, hut no recum 
was yet made to him. Upon this the 
«ned the door, which till then had con- 
n, and going close up to Cromwell, said, 
it la no time to dally with words in this 
lok you here" — showing his credentials and 
ache with which be had been supplied — "it 
power not only to make yoarself, but yoor 
Tamily, and relations happy and hoaourable 
otherwise, as ihey have changed their name 
1 Williams to Cromwell, to now diey must 
to change it again ; for this fact will bring 
lominy upon the whole generation of them, 
DC will be able to wipe it away." Here 
leemed to be shaken in his resolution, and to 
the communication which had just been made 
^^r a little space, he rephed, " Cousin, I 
will give me till night to consider of it : and 
to your inn, but go not to bed till you hear 
I will confer and consider farther about the 

The colonel did so ; and about one o'clock, 
r came to him and told hint he might go to 
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bed, and expect no other answer to carry to the prince ; 
for the council of officers had been seeking God, as 
Cromwell himself had also done, and it was resolved by 
them all that the king must die." 

The execution followed. Some have said that 
Cromwell was praying when the axe fell^ and some that 
he was indulging an ill-considered act of buffoonery. 
It is hard to say which was most likely. It seems to 
be confessed, however, that he sought from the guard 
to whom the body was entrusted, permission to view it 
as it lay. Bowtell, a private soldier, who stood by at 
the time, said, " that Cromwell could not open the 
coffin with his staff, but taking the other's sword, 
effected it with the hilt of it" He then stood and 
gazed at it steadily, till, Bowtell asking him what 
government they should have now, he said hastily, 
turning round, ^'The same that then was," and 
turning again to the body of the king, calmly ob. 
served, that it appeared sound and well made for 
a long life. 

The commonwealth had scarcely been established, 
and the levellers, with Lilburne, temporarily quelled by 
Cromwell, when the council of state offered him the 
lord lieutenancy of Ireland. The affairs of that king- 
dom were now in such a miserable condition of rebel- 
lion and disorder, that in no services but his could they 
entertain the slightest hope of retrieving them. Ormonde 
had proclaimed Charles II., and that prince was about 
to start for Dublin. 

Cromwell was prepared for the offer, yet on pre- 
senting himself in the house of commons to accept his 
new office, affected surprise at the nomination^ and 
made his acknowledgments with much hesitation and 
perplexity. He spoke of his great un worthiness, and 
even of his inability to undertake so weighty a charge ; 
but yet he professed '^that the difficulty which ap- 
peared in the expedition, was his chief motive for 
engaging in it;" and that though he could hardly 
expect to prevail over the rebels, he hoped, nevertheless, 
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to preserve to the commonwealth some footing in that 
kingdom. We have it further, on the authority o£ 
Whiteloclce and the Journals, that when the appoint- 
ment was oflfered to Cromwell, he hesitated, and re* 
quested that two officers from each corps might meet 
him at Whitehall, and seek the Lord in prayer. After 
a delay of two weeks, he condescended to submit his 
shoulders to the hurthen, because he had learned it was 
the will of heaven. 

He next made his demand for men and means. He 
asked from the house 12,000 horse and foot, se^ 
lected by himself from those veterans whom he had 
taught to conquer every enemy ; a plentiful supply of 
provisions and ammunition ; and a military chest con. 
taining 100,000/. in ready money. He received, in 
the name of outfit, 3000Z. ; 10/. a day as general 
while he remained in England ; and 2000/. per quarter 
in Ireland, besides his pay in his new office. He 
demanded also that Ireton should accompany him with 
the second command. His title was lord lieutenant 
general and general governor of Ireland. 

In the morning of the 10th of July, a large number 
of his friends were assembled at Whitehall, and three 
ministers invoked a blessing on his banners, as about * 
to fight the battle of the Lord against the blinded Ro- 
man Catholics of Ireland. These functionaries were 
succeeded by three officers, GofF, Harrison, and Crom- 
well himself, who expounded the Scriptures **" excel- 
lently well, and pertinently to the occasion." This 
strange scene over, the lieutenant general mounted his 
splendid carriage drawn by '^ six Flanders mares of 
whitish grey." He was accompanied by the great 
officers of state and of the army. His life.guard» 
consisting of eighty young men, all of quality, and 
several of them holding commissions as majors and 
colonels, surprised the spectators by their splendid uni- 
forms and gallant bearing. The streets of the metro, 
polls resounded, as he drove towards Windsor^ with 
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the acclamations of the populace, and the clangor of 
military music. * 

He was met at Bristol with great pomp and cere- 
mony, but found time^ when the fatigue of his recep- 
tion was over, to write a very delightful letter to the father 
of Richard's wife, with whom, by the arrangement of 
the marriage, the young couple were now domiciled. 
— ^^ Jjovinoe Brother, — I receaved your Letter by 
Major Longe, and doe in answare thereunto accordinge 
to my best understandinge, with a due consideration of 
those Grentlemen tvkoe have abid the brunt of the service. 
I am very glad to heere of your welfare, and that our 
Children have so good leisure to make a joumie to eate 
cherries. Its very excuseable in my daughter, / Jtope 
she may have a very good pretence for it* I assure you 
Sr. I wish her very well, and I believe she knowes itt. 
I pray you tell her from mee, / expect she writes often 
to mee, by which I shall understand how all your Fa. 
milye doth, and she will be kept in some exercise. I 
have delivered my sonn up to you, and I hope you will 
councell him. He wiU neede itt. And indeed 1 believe 
he likes well what you say, and will be advised by you. 
/ wish he may be serious, the tymes requier itt. I hope 
my Sister is in health, to whom I desire my very heartye 
affections and service may be presented, as also to my 
Cozen Annf, to whom I wish a good husband, I desire 
my affections may be presented to all your Familye to 
which 1 wish a blessinge from the Lorde. I hope I 



* Whltelocke. An extra(;t (Voin a journal of the day is very graphic :— 
" Thia evening (July 10.) about five of the clock, the lord lieutenant of 
Ireland began hiii journey by the way of Windsor and so to 'Bristol, he 
ivent forth in that state and equipage as the like hath hardly been seen, 
hjrofielf in a coach with six gallant Flanders mares, whitish grey, divers 
coaches accompanying him, and very many great officers of the army ; 
his )ife<guard consisting of eighty gallant men, the meanest whereof a 
commander or esquire in stately habit, with trumpets sounding almost to 
the shaking of Charing Cross had it been now standing; of his life«guard 
many are colonels, and believe it, it's such a guard as is hanily to be 
paralielU'd in the world ; and now have at you my lord of Ormond, yoii will 
nave men of gallantry to encounter, who lo overcome will be honor suf- 
ficient, and to be beaten by them will be no great blemish to their remit, 
ation, if you say, Csrar or nothing: they say, a rcpublick or nothing. The 
lord lieutenant's colours are vih'ite.** ^Mod. InteL July 5—12. 1649. 

f Mrs. Richard Cromwell's younger sister. 
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shall hare yoar prayers in the husinesse to which I am 
called. My Wife I trust wil be with you before itt be 
longe, in her way towards Bristoll. S^* discompose not 
your thoughts nor estate for what you are to pay tnee. 
• . . Lett me knowe wherein I may complye with your 
occasions and minde, and be confident you will finde 
me to you as your oume heart, Wishinge your 
prosperitye and contentment very synceerlye, with the 
Temembrance of my love I rest your afiectlonate brother 
and servant, O. Cvlom'wejaJ* 

In this letter (dated July Ipth, 1649), begin a series 
of entreaties respecting Richard, which may afford 
curious liiatter for consideration. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances^ it was somewhat too late to have set this 
married young gentleman to his studies again, yet if a 
certain new necessity had risen in Cromwell s mind, it 
was even now not yet too late, for at least an efibrt, 
to infuse some spirit and energy and knowledge into 
the mind of Richard Cromwell. At all events, it was 
worth the trial. A year ago, Oliver would have suc- 
ceeded to whatever trusts he might have it in his power 
to bequeath, but, now, in the ordinary course of things, 
it must be Richard. And what a trust he might possi- 
bly have to bequeath to him ! 

Among lord Nugent*s manuscripts, I have found a 
letter written just before his entrance into Dublin to this 
same Mr. Major. It suggests these considerations again, 
with more shapeand likelihood. How striking is that pas- 
sage, wherein having implored his brother-in-law to lay 
down certain rules of study for his son, he adds that ^'thest 
fitt for public services for which a man is borne.** The 
letter is dated ''the 13th of August, l649^ from aboard 
the John," and runs thus. '* I could not satisfie myselfa 
to omitt this opportunitye by my Sonn of writinge to yooi 
especially there beinge soe late and great an occasion of 
acquaintinge you with the happy newes I receaved from 
L"^ Gen' Jones yesterday. The Marquis of Ormond 
besieged Dublin, with I9OOO men or therabouta. 7000 
Scotts and 3000 more were cominge to that worker 
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Jones issued out of Dublin w'** 4000 foote and 1^00 
horse^ bath routed bis wbde arinie killed about 4000 
upon the place, and taken 2517 Prisoners aboue 300 
Officers^ some of great qualitye. This is an astonsihinge 
mercie so great and seasonable, as indeed we are like 
them that dreamed. What can wee say ? The Lord fill 
our souls with thankfulnesse tbat our mouths may bee 
full of his praise, and our lines too, and graunt wee 
neuer forgett bis goodnesse to vs. Theise thinges 
seeme to strengthen our fayth and loue, against more 
difficult tymes. S^ pray for mee tbat I may walke 
worthy of the Lord in aU that Hee hath caUed me vnto, 
I have committed my Sonn to you, pray give him advise^ 
I envye bim not bis contents, but Jfeare hee should 
bee swaUawedvpofthem. I would have htmrninde and 
understand husinesse, reade a Utile historye, study the 
mathematioks,and€Osmoffrafie; theise are good w'* subordi- 
nation to the binges of God; better then idlenesses or more 
&utward worldly contents, theise fitt for ptMick seruices 
f&r tu** a man is home. Pardon this trouble^ I am 
thus bould because I knowe you lone me as indeed I 
doe you, and yours. Myioue to my deere Bister and my 
Cozen Ann your Daughter and all friends. I rest^ S'^ 
youre louinge Brotber^ O. Cromwell. Aug. Idth^ 
l649» from aboard the John. S^", I desire you not to 
discomodate your selfe because of the monie due to mee, 
lett not tbat trouble you, your welfare is as mine, and 
therfore lett me knowe from tyme to tyme, what will 
conveniencye you in any forbearance, I shall answare 
you in itt, and bee readye to acomodate you^ and ther- 
fore doe your other businesse, let not this hinder.'* 

The same packet, too, wbich conveyed tbat letter, 
conveyed another with the same date to '* his be- 
loved daugbter Dorothy Cromwell at Hurslcy," emi- 
nently characteristic of the writer. *' My deerr 
Dauohter, — Your letter was very welcome to mee; 
I like to see anythinge from your band, because in- 
deed I stick not to say / <fo6 intyrelye hve you, and 
therefore I hope a word of advise will not be un<^ 
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weloom nor unacceptable to thee. I desire you both 
to make itt above all thinges your business to seeke the 
Lord, to be frequently calling upon him that Hee would 
manifest himselfe to you in his Sonn and bee listning, 
what returnes Hee makes to you^ for Hee will be 
speakinge in your eare and in your heart, if yon attend 
thereunto. I desire you to provoake your Husband 
likewise thereunto. As for the pleasures of this life 
and outward businesse lett that bee upon the by. Bee 
above all these thinges by fayth in Christ and then you 
shall have the treue use and comfort of them, and not 
otherwise. I have much satisfaction in hope your spirit 
is this way sett, and I desire you may growe in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and that I may heere thereof. The Lord is very 
near ; w^b wee see by his wonderfull workes; and there- 
fore Hee lookes that wee of this generation draw neere 
him. This late great mercye of Ireland is a great 
manifestation thereof. Your Husband will acquaint 
you with itt. Wee should bee much stirred up in our 
spirits to thankfuUnesse. Wee much need the spirit of 
Christ to enable us to prayse God for so admirable a 
mercye. The Lord bless thee my deere daughter. I 
rest thy lovinge father, O. Cromwell. . • . . Z heere 
thou didst lately miscarrie; prithee take heedeefa cotusk 
by all meanes; borrowMy father's nagg when thou iiu 
tendest to goe abroad,** 

Of the same character, and suggestive of the same 
thoughts, is a note to Mr. Major, written exactly three 
months afterwards ; but which, as it completes my col- 
lection of his private letters from Ireland, may be in- 
serted, though somewhat prematurely, here. '^ Deere 
Brother, — I am not often at leisure, nor now, 
to salute my friendes, yet unwillinglye to loose this op- 
portunitye, I take itt only to lett you knowe that yon 
and your familye are often in my prayers. I wish the 
younge ones well, though they vouchsafe not to write to 
mee. As for Dick, / doe not much ejppect itt from him, 
knowinge his idlenesse; but I am angry with my daughter 
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09 a promise breaker. Pray you tell her soe, but I hope 
she will redeeme herselfe. . . . It has pleased the Lord to 
give us (since the taking of Wexford and Kosse) a good 
interest in Munster by the access of Cork and Youghall^ 
which are both submitted. Their Commissioners are 
now with mee. Diverse other lesser garrisons are come 
in alsoe. The Lord is wonderful in these thinges^ it's 
his hand aloune does them. O that all the praise might 
be ascribed to him. / have been crazie in my health, 
but the Lord is pleased to sustaine mee. I begg your 
prayers^ I desire you to call upon my Sonn to minde the 
thinges of God more and more ; Alas ! what profit is 
there in the thinges of this World ? except they bee 
enjoyed in Christy they are snares. I wish he may 
enjoy his Wife soe, and shee him ; I wish I may enjoy 
them both soe. My service to my deere Sister^ Cozen 
Ann^ my blessinge to my Children, and love to my Cozen 
Barton and the rest. Sir I am your affectionate Brother 
and Servant, O. Cromwell," 

On the 15th of August Cromwell reached Dublin. 
He allowed his men two weeks to prepare for the labours 
of the campaign. Three-fourths of the island acknow- 
ledged at this time Ormond*s sway. In the course 
of the campaign of the past year, he had reduced 
Drogheda, Dundalk, Newry, Carlingford, and Trim, 
and had expelled Monk out of Ireland. Dublin, the 
capital, and Derry in the north, held out against him 
alone. For his first object of attack, Cromwell selected 
Drogheda. 

Ormond had place'd it in a good state of defence, and 
furnished it with a garrison of two or three thousand 
of his best troops. On the 3d of September, Crom- 
well had completed his batteries. On* the 10th, he sent 
in a summons to the governor to surrender. It was 
rejected. The next day he effected a breach, and set 
about taking the place by storm. This was on the 10th 
of September. Twice Cromwell's forces mounttrd the 
breach, and twice they were repelled. Observing this, he ' 
led himself the third assault, and was victorious. The 
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enemy bad thrown np three intrenebtnents within dw 
walls. They defended every inch of ground, and 
fijught bravely and desperately at the comer of every 
street. The blood recoils from the horrcH' that remaias 
to be told. The reader would diabelieve it, uules* be 
heard it, ai it were, from Cromwell's own lips. 

Let bira take it, then, from them. After deacrib- 
ing, in a despatch written on the spot, tbe deapeiate 
resistance of die enemy, admitting that " through die 
advantagea of tbe place, and the courage God waa 
pleased to give the defeaders, our men were foroed to 
retreat quite out of the breach, not without some con- 
uderable losa;" — he adds that, his veterana were in- 
duced to make a second attempt, " wb»«in," says be, 
" God waa pleased to animate them so, that they got 
ground of the enemy, and by tbe goodneaa of God forc- 
ed him to quit his intrenchments , and afler a very hot 
dispute, tbe enemy having both horse and foot, and we 
foot only within the walls, the enemy gave ground, and 
our men became roasterg." Then he adds, having ef- 
fected a passage for his cavalry info the town, " tbe 
enemy retreated, diverse into the Mill-Mount, a place 
yery strong, and of difficult access, being exceeding high, 
having a good graft, and strongly palisadoed ; the go. 
vernor, Sir Arthur Asbton, and diverse consideraUe 
officers being there, our men getting up to them, woe 
ordered by me to put them all to ^e sword ; and in- 
deed, being in the heat of action, I forbade them ta 
tpare any that mere in arms in the town, and I think Oat 
night Ikeg put ta the eword about tmo thousand men. 
Diverse of tbe officers and soldiers being fled over the 
brii^e into the other part of the town, wbwe about one 
hundred of them posseaaed St Peter's church steeple, 
some the west gate, and others a strong round to 
next tbe gale, called St. Sunday, — these being sumn 
ed to yield to mercy, refused ; whereupon I ordntd 
tbe steeple of St Peter's church to be fired. The r 
day the other two towers were summoned, in one of 
which was about aix or seven score, but they refused U 
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^dd themselyes ; and we, knowing that hunger must 
compel them^ set only good guards to secure them from 
running away^ till their stomachs were come down. 
From one of the said towers, notwithstanding their 
condition^ they killed and wouuded some of our men ; 
when they suhmitted^ their officers were knocked on the 
head, and every tenth man of the soldiers killed, and the 
rest shipped/or the Barbadoes ; the soldiers in the other 
tower were all spared, as to their lives only^ and ship^ 
ped likewise for the Barbadoes, I helieve aU the friars 
were knocked on the head promiscuously hut two, the one 
of which was Father Peter Taaf;, brother to tlie Lord 
Taaf, whom the soldiers took the next day and made an 
end of ; the other was taken in the round tower, under 
the repute of lieutenant, and when he understood that 
the officers in that town had no quarter^ he confessed he 
was a friar^ hut that did not save him" 

In a. subsequent passage of the same dispatch^ he 
offers in apparent extenuation of this horrible deed^ the 
fact that the barbarous wretches whom he put to the 
sword, had imbrued their hands in much innocent 
blood, alluding to the massacre which disgraced the 
insurrection of l641. But had infants or women 
done this ? for infants and women perished now in 
Drogheda. Nor is it true that the defenders of Drog- 
heda were chiefly Irish. Ludlow, on the contrary as-* 
sures us, that when Cromwell arrived at Dublin, the 
royalists '* put most of their army into their garri-s 
sons ; having placed three or four thousand of the best 
of their men, being mostly English, in the town of Tre- 
dagh, [so Drogheda was then called], and made Sir 
Arthur Ashton governor thereof." The same author 
mentions^ that when the place was taken, ^^ the slaugh- 
ter continued all that day and the next ; which extraor^ 
dinary severity , I presume, was used to discourage others 
from making opposition" 

This was the real secret of Cromwell*s present po- 
licy. It had no relation to the future condition of Ire- 
land, as a civil state^ but purely and solely to a matter 
of convenience of his own. He wished to reduce the 
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conntrjr wiih all possible dispatch, avoid < 

delayg and trouble, and get back as sood bb ue coma u 

his great deugns in England. 

In a subsequent letter on the ssme subject indeed be 
confesses this. " I am persuaded," he says, " thit 
this is a righteous judgment of God, upon these bar- 
barous wretches who have enibrued their hands in so 
ranch innocent blood, and that it will lend to prevent tin 
l^tinm of bbxtd for the fatnre ; which are the sitii- 
factory grounds to such actions which otherwise cantiU 
but work remorse and regret. And now give me leaw 
to sa; how it comes to pass that this work is wroaght. 
It was set upon some of our hearts that a great thing 
should be done, not by power or might, but by the t]nril 
of Ood ; and is it not clearly that which caused your 
men to storm so courageously } It was the spirit of God 
who gave your men courage and took it away again, 
and gave tl>e enemy courage and took it away again, 
and gave your men courage again, and therewith diii 
happy success ; and therefore it it good that God aim* 
have all the ghry." Well had it been for Cromwell snil 
his fame, if, of such deeds as these, he could hiie 
handed over from himself the glory ! 

His anticipations were well founded as to the result 
He pasxed on from tower to castle in a species of grim 
and bloody triumph. Each and all opening their gaiti 
before him. At last he reached Wexford, and here 
opposition having been offered, another deluge of blood* 
was offered up to the convenience of the governor, smJ 
the barbarous anti-catholic passions of his soldiers. 
In his dispatch he reckons, that there were lost of 
the enemy not many leas than 2000 while of the 
besiegers not twenty were killed. " This," he adds, 
" is not without t^use deeply set to our hearts, "« 

I. Eienwomei. were put lolhEedgE Dflhc word. Three bumi™* 
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having intended better to this place than so great a 
pain," From Wexford he passed to Rosse, which 
surrendered to him after three days.* Cork, Kin- 
^le^ and Youghal had surrendered to his officers. On 
the !24th of November, he set himself down before 
Waterford, but on the eighth day found himself ob- 
liged to break up the siege. He was more successful 
at Dungarvan ; but at this place had the misfortune to 
lose by sudden sickness his lieutenant-general, Mi- 
chael Jones, to whom Ireton, with admirable modesty, 
had given way on observing his greater knowledge of 
the country and the service. The manner in which 
Cromwell expresses himself on this occasion is worthy 
of record. *' The noble lieutenant-general, whose fingevy 
to our kiwwlege, never ached in aU these expeditions, 
fell sick, upon a cold taken in our late wet march, and 
ill accommodation, and went to Dungarvan, where, 
struggling some four or ^ye days with a fever, he died, 
having run his course with so much honour, courage 
and fidelity, as his actions better speak, than my pen. 
What England lost hereby is above me to speak ; I am 
sure I lost a noble friend and companion in labour^. 
You see how God mingles out the cup to us." 

Cromwell did not enter winter quarters in Ireland 
till late, and he left them early. At the end of January 
he reopened the campaign. Its horrors have no in- 
terest, and can teach no lesson. Suffice it to say, that 
Fethard, Callen, Gowran, and Kilkenny, surrendered in 
quick succession. His last undertaking was against 
Clonmel, and here he met with a gallant resistance. t 
Eager, however, to return to England, he listened to a 

* A circumttanoe claims our notice in the terms of this surrender, 
which proves how thoroughly Cromwell had now entered into rehearsal 
for the protectorate. He consented to give up the town on condition of 
being permitted to marrh out with the honours of war, and to assure the 
inhabitants that their private property would be respected. An attempt 
was made to secure the fVee exercise of religion, on the usual plea of 
liberty of conscience. Cromwell replied, *' 1 meddle not v/ith any raan*« 
conscience ; but if by liberty qf conseienee you mean a liberty to esercUe 
the mass, I Judge it best to use plain dealing, and to let you Know, where 
the parliament of England have power, that will not be allowed oV* 

t An eminent commander, who assisted in the actioD» reported : '* We 
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parley, granted an honourable capitnlation, appointed 
IretOD lord-deputy, aod Bailed for Eogland. 

Some extracts from Cromwell's diipatcbea will fitlj 
cloee this brief aketch of ibis terrible iiish goTemmraiL 
They are, in the main, masterlj documentB, and should 
not be lost sigbt of in aoy attempt to illustrste his cba- 

He tbiig deBcribcB tbe march from Dublin to Wex- 
ford: — " Tbe army marcbed from Dublin, about tbe 
SSd of September, into the county of Wickle, wha« 
the enemy had a garrison about fouiteen miles from 
Dublin, called Killingkerick, which they quitting, « 
company of the army was put therdn. From thence 
the army marcbed through almost a desolated countrj, 
until it came to a pass^e over tbe rirer Doro, about 
a mile above tbe castle of Arcklo, the first seat ood 
honour of the Marqueese of Oimond's family, whid) 
hee had strongly fortified, but was upon the approach <tf 
the army quitt^ Herein we left another company of 
foot. From thence the army marched towards Wex- 
ford, where in the way was a strong and loi^ caatlt, 
at a town called Limerick, the antient seat of tbe 
Esmond's, where tbe enemy had a slrong gurison, 
which the; hunt apd quitted the day before our com- 
mtng thither. Fj-om thence we marched towards Fenu, 
an episcopal seat, where was a castle, to which I sent 
Col. Reynolds with a party to summon it, which ac. 
cordingly he did, and it was suirendered to him; when 
we having put a company advanced the army to a pas- 
sage over the river Slane, which runs down to Wexford, 
^d that night marched into the fields of a village called 

"""' "y, belonging to Mr. Robert Wallip, where wsi 

castle very well manned and proTided for bj 
ny, and close under it a very fair house helimg- 
le same worthy person. A monastery of Fnn- 
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dscan Frjais, the considerablest in all Ireland^ ran 
away the night before we came. We summoned the 
castle, and they refused to yield at the first, but upon 
better consideration, they were willing to deHver the 
place to us, which accordingly they did, leaving their 
guns, arms, ammunition, and provisions behind them." 
The siege and massacre of Wexford are given under his 
strong and rough band, thus. After repeating the demand 
for surrender and the governor's refusal, the despatch pro- 
ceeds : — • '* Whilst these papers were passing between us, 
I sent the lieut.-gen. with a party of dragoons, horse and 
foot, to indeavour to reduce their fort, which lay at the 
mouth of their harbour, about ten miles distante from 
us, to which he sent a troupe of dragoons; but the ene- 
my quit their fort, leaving behind them about seven 
great guns, betook themselves by the help of their boat 
to a frigot of 12 guns lying in the harbour, within ca- 
' non shot of the fort. The dragoons possessed the fort, 
and some seamen belonging to your fleet comming hap^ 
pily in at the same time, they bent their guns at the 
frigot, and she immediately yielded to mercy both her- 
selfe, the soldiers that had been in the fort, and the sea- 
men that manned her : and whiht our men were in ber^ 
the towne not knowing what had happened, sent another 
veseell to her, which our men also tooke. The governor 
of the towne having obtained from me a safe conduct 
for the four penons (mentioned in one of the papers) to 
come and treat with me about the surrender of die towne> 
J expected they should have done so; but in stead 
thereof, the earl of Castlehaven brought to their relief on 
the north side of the river, about five hundreed foot, 
which occasioned their refusall to send out any to treat, 
and caused me to revoke my safe conduct, not thinking 
it fit to leave it for them to make uie of it when tfaej 
pleased. Our canon bemg' landed, and we having re- 
moved all o!lr« quarters to t£e south east ^d of the town 
near the eaaile ; it was'generally agreied that v^ sholild 
bend the whole strength of our artillery upon the castle;, 
being persuaded tb»t if we got the castle^ tke toWOi 
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would easily follow. Upon Thursday the 11 instant 
(our batteries being finished the night before) we began 
to play betimes in the mornings and having spent near 
a hundred shot^ the governor *s stomack came down, and 
he sent to me to give leave for four persons intrusted by 
him, to come unto me, and offer terms of surrender, 
which I condescending to, two field officers with &n al- 
derman of the town, and the captain of the castle, 
brought out the propositions inclosed, which for their 
abominableness, manifesting also the impudency of the 
men, I thought fit to present to your view, together 
with my answer, which indeed had no effect : — for whilst 
I was preparing of it, studying to preserve the town 
from plunder, that it might be of the more use to yoa 
and your army, the captain who was one of the com- 
missioners, being fairly treated, yielded up the castle to 
us : upon the top of which our men no sooner appeared, 
but the enemy quitted the walls of the town, whidi our 
men perceiving, ran violently upon the town with tbeir 
ladders, and stormed it. And when they were come 
into the market place, the enemy making a stiff resist- 
ance, our forces brake them, and then put all to the 
sword that came in their way. Two boatfuUs of the enemy 
attempting to escape, being overprest with numbers, sunk, 
whereby were drowned near three hundred of them, I 
believe in all there was lost of the enemy n4>t many less 
than two thousand^ and I believe not twenty of yours 
killed from first to last of the siege ; and indeed it hath 
not without cause been deeply set upon our hearts, that 
we intending better to this place than so great a ruin, 
hoping the town might be of more use to you and your 
army ; yet God would not have it so, but by an unex- 
pected providence, in his righteous justice, brought a 
just judgment upon them, 'causing them to become a 
prey to the souldier, who in their pyracies had made 
prayes of so many families, and made with their bloods 
to answer the cruelties which they had exercised upon 
the lives of divers poore protestants, tu)0 of which I 
have been lately acquainted with. About seven or eight 
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score poor protestants were by them put into an old 
vessel^ which being as some say bulged by them^ the 
ressell sunke, and they were all presently drowned in 
the harbor. The other was thus : they put divers poor 
protestants into a Chappel^ which since they have used 
for a masse house and in which one or more of their 
priests were now killed^ where they were famished to 
death. . . . The souldiers got a very good booty in this 
plaoe^ and had they had opportunity to carry their 
goods over the river^ whilst we besieged it, it would 
have been much more. I could have wished for their 
own good, and the good of the garrison, they had been 
more moderate. Some things which were not easily 
portable, we hope we shall make use of to your behoof. 
There are great quantities of iron, hides, tallow, salt, 
pipe, and barrell staves, which are under commissioner's 
hands to be secured. We believe there are neer a 
hundred cannon in the fort, and elsewhere in and 
about the town : here is likewise some very good ship- 
ping ; here are three vessells, one of l^em of 34 guns, 
which a week's time would fit to sea ; there is another 
of about 20 guns, very near ready likewise ; and one 
other frigot of 20 guns, upon the stocks, made for sailing, 
which is built up to the uppermost deck ; for her hand- 
somenesse sake, I have appointed the workmen to finish 
her, here being materialls to do it, if you or the council 
of state shall approve thereof. The frigot also taken by 
the fort, is a most excellent vessell for sailing, besides 
divers other ships and vessells in the harbour. This 
town is now so in your power, that the former inhabit- 
ants, I believe scarce one in twenty, can challenge any 
property in their houses. Most of them are run away, 
and many of them killed in this service ; and it were to 
he wished, that an honest people would come and plant 
Jiere, where are very good houses and other accommodations 
fitted to their hands, and may by your favor be made of 
encouragement to them ; as also a seate of good trade, 
both inward and outward, and of marvellous great ad' 
vantage in the point of the herring and other fishing. 

T 3 
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The town is pleasantly seated and strongs having a 
rampart of earth within the wall^ near fifteen foot 
thick. Thus it hath pleased God to give into j<mr 
hands this other mercy^ for which, as for all^ we pray, 
God may have all the glory. Indeed your instruments 
are poor and weak, and can do nothing but through 
believing^ and that is the gift of God also.** 

In that despatch we see some ghmpses of CromwelTs 
wiser policy — but the mind revolts from the price at 
which he would have purchased the advantages of such 
a scheme. In the following he describes very fordWy 
the rare occurrence of an incidental engagement with the 
enemy. — " Wee having left diverse sicke men, both 
hoirae and foote^ at Dublin, hearing many of them wen 
recovered^ sent them orders to march up to us, which 
accordingly they did. Coraming to Arcklo on Mnnday 
the first of this instant, being about 350 horse and about 
800 foote^ the enemy hearing of them (through the great 
advantage they have in point of intelligence), drew 
together a body of horse and foot, neare 5,000, which 
Inchequeen commanded There went also with this 
party Sir Tho^ Armstrong, Col. Trevor, ' and most of 
their great Rantors. We sent 15 or l6 Troops to their 
rescue near eight houres too late. It pleased Grod we 
sent them word by a nearer way, to march elose^ and 
be circumspect, and to make what haste they could 
to Wexford, by the Sea side. They had marched near 
18 miles, and were come within 7 miles of Wexford 
(the foot being miserably wearyed), when the Enemy 
gave the scouts of the rearguard an alarum : whereupon 
they immediately drew up in the best order they oould 
upon the sands, the sea on the one hand, and the rocks 
on the other ; where the enemy, made a very furious 
charge, overbearing our horse wi^ ^eir numbers, (whicii, 
as some of thdr Prisoners confesse, was 1500 of tiiar 
best horse,) and forcing them in some disorder backe to 
the foote. Our foote stood, forbearing their &ring till the 
enemy was come almost within pistoU shot, and dien ki 
fly very full in the faces of them, whereby some of them 
began to tumble^ the rest running oflT in a very great 
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disorder^ and faced not about untill they got above 
muskett shot off. v Upon this oar horse tooke incburage- 
ment, draiiving up againe^ bringing up some foote^ to 
flank them. And a Gentleman of ours, that had charged 
through before^ being amongst them undiscerned^ having 
put his signall into his hat^ as they did^ tooke his op* 
portunity and came off, letting our men know that the 
enemy was in great confusion and disorder^ and that if 
they could attempt another Charge, he was confident good 
might be done on them. It pleased God to give our Men 
courage^ lihey advanced^ and' falling upon the enemy^ 
totally routed them, took two colours and divers Pri- 
soners^ and killed divers upon the place and in the 
pursuite. I do not hear that we have two Men killed, 
and but one mortally wounded^ and not ^\e that are 
taken prisoners." 

In a subsequent letter, having described other over- 
whelming successes^ the lord lieutenant^ who had pro. 
bably, at the instant^ a strong conception upon him 
of the purposes for which he already panted to be in 
£ngland^ subjoins thene extraordinary reflections : — • 
'' Sir^ what can be said in these things ? Is it an arme 
of flesh that hath done these things ? Is it the wis- 
dome, and counsell, or strength of men? It is the 
Lord ondy. God will curse that man and his house 
that dares to think otherwise. - Sir^ you see the worke 
is done by a divine leading. God gets into the hearts of 
men and persuades them to come unto you, IteUyou 
a eonsideraNe part of your army is Jitter for an hospital, 
than the field : if the enemy did not know it, I should 
have held it impoUticke to haise writ this ; they know it, 
yet they know not what to doe* I humbly beg leave to 
offer a word two. I beg of those that are faithful that 
they give Glory to God. I wish it may have influence 
upon the hearts and spirits of aU ^ose that are now in 
place of government, in the greatest trust, that they 
may all in heart draw neare to God ; giving him glory 
by holinesse of life and conversation : that these un- 
ipeakabte mercies may teach dissenting Brethren on aU 
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sides to agree, at least in praising God. And if the 
Father of the Family he so kind^ why should there be 
such jarrings, and heart-hurnings amongst the Children ? 
And if it will not he received that these are the seales 
of God*s approbation of your great change of Govern- 
ment^ which indeed was no more yours, than these 
victories and successes are ours, — yet let them with us 
say (even the most unsatisfied heart amongst them) 
that both are the righteous judgements and mighty 
workes of God ; that he hath pulled the mighty from 
his seat, who calls to an account innocent blood ; that 
he thus breakes the enemies of his Church in pieces ; 
and let them not be sullen^ but praise the Lord^ and 
thinke of us as they please^ and we shall be satisfied ; 
and pray for them and waite upon our God ; and we 
hope we shall seeke the welfare and peace of our native 
country : and the Lord give them hearts to do so too. 
Indeed Sir^ I was constrained in my Bowells to write 
this much." 

Our last extract shall be taken from a very elaborate 
dispatch descriptive of some of the later incidents in the 
campaign : — '^ I marched from Roghill Castle over the 
Shewer with very much difficulty^ and from thence to 
Fethard^ almost in the heart of the county of Tipperary^ 
where was a garrison of the enemy. The town is most 
pleasantly seated^ having a very good waU with round 
and square bulwarks, after the old manner of forti. 
fications. We came thither in the night, and indeed 
were very much distressed by sore and tempestuous 
wind and raine. After a long march, we knew not well 
how to dispose of ourselves, but finding an old abby in 
the suburbs, and some cabbins, and poore- houses, we 
got into them, and had opportunity to send them a 
summons. They shot at my Trumpet, and would not 
listen to him for an hour's space; but having some 
officers in our party which they knew, I sent them, to 
let them know I was there with a good part of the 
army. We shot not a shot at them, but they were very 
angry, and fired very earnestly upon usj telling us^ that 
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it was not a time of night to send a summons : but yet 
in the end« the governor was willing to send out two 
commissioners^ I think rather to see whether there was 
a force sufficient to force him^ then to any other end. 
After almost a whole night spent in treaty, the towne 
was delivered to me the next morning upon terms^ 
which we usually call honorable, which I was th6 
willinger to give, because I had Bttle above 200 foot, 
and neither ladders nor guns, nor any thing else to 
force them that night. There being about seventeen com- 
panies of the Ulster foot in Cashel, above five miles 
from thence, they quit it in some disorder, and the 
soverigne and the aldermen since sent to me a petition, 
desiring that I would protect them, which I have also 
made a quarter. ' From thence I marched towards 
Callen, hearing that Col. Reynolds was there with the 
party before mentioned ; when I came thither I found he 
had fallen upon the enemy's horse, and routed them, being 
about 100, with his forlorne, took my Lord of Ossory*8 
capt. -lieutenant, and another lieutenant of horse, pri- 
soners ; and one of those who betrayed our garrison of 
Eniscorfy, whom we hanged. The enemy had possessed 
three castles in the town, one of them belonging to on& 
Butler, very considerable, the other two had about 100 
or 120 men in them, which he attempted, and they 
refusing conditions seasonably offered, were put all to 
the sword. Indeed some of your soldiers did attempt 
Tery notably in this service, I doe not hear there were 
6 men of ours lost.. Butler s castle was delivered upon 
conditions for all to march away, leaving their armes 
behinde them; wherein I have placed a company of 
foot, and a troop of horse, under the command of my 
lord Colvil^ the place being six miles from Kilkenny. 
From hence col. Reynolds was sent with his regiment to 
remove a garrison of the enemies from Knocktofer 
(being the way of our communication to Rosse), which 
accordingly he did. We marched back with the rest of 
the body to Fethard and Cashel, where we are now quar- 
tered^ having good plenty both of horse meat and mau*a 
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meat for a time ; and being indeed, we may say, even 
almost in the heart and bowells of the enemy, ready to 
attempt what God shall next direct Aad biased be his 
name only for this good suceesse ; and fmr this, that 
wee doe not finde that our men are at all considerably 
sicke upon this expedition, though indeed it hath been 
very blustering weather* 

'^ I had almost forgot one businesse. The major- 
general was Tery desirous to gaine a passe over the 
Shewer, whese indeed we had none but by boat, or 
when the weather served ; wherefore on Saturday in 
the evening, he marched with a party of horse and foot 
to Arsinom, where was a bridge, and at the foot of it a 
strong casUe, which he, about four o*clock the next 
morning, attempted, killed about tbirteea of the enemies 
ou^;uard, lost but two men, and eight or ten wounded. 
The enemy yeelded the place to him, and we stre pos- 
sessed of it, being a very considerable passe, and the 
nearest to our passe at Cappoquin over the Black- water, 
whither we can bring guns, ammunition, or other Idlings 
from Youghall by water, and over this passe to the 
army. The county of Tipperary have submitted to 1 5(XNL 
a month contribution, aldioug^ they have six or seven of 
the enemies garrisons yet upon them. . . . Sir, I desne 
the charge of £nglimd as to diis war may be abated as 
much as may be, and as we know you do desire out of 
your care to the commonwealth; bat if you expect 
your worke to be done, {if the marching army be net 
constantly paid, and the course taken that hath been 
humbly represented,) indeed it will not be for ^le thrift 
of England, as far as England Is concerned in Urn 
speedy reduction of IreiaruL The mony we raise upon 
die counties maintains the garrison forces, and hardly 
that; if the active force be not maintained> and all 
ocmtingencies defrayed, how can you expect but to have 
a lingering basinesse of it ? Surely we deaire not to 
spend a shilling of your treasury, wherein our con- 
sciences do not prompt us. We sarve you, we are 
willing to be out of our trade of wAr, and shaH hastoi 
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(by God*8 assistance and grace) to the end of our 
worke, as the laborer doth to be at his rest. ThisTaakes 
U6 bold to be earnest with you for necessary supplies, 
that of money is one ; and there be some other 
things which indeed I do not thinke for your service 
to speak of publiokly, which I shall humbly repre- 
sent to the councell of state, wherewith I desire we 
may be accommodated. Sir, the lord who doih aH 
these things, gives hopes of a speedy issue to this 
businesse, and I am persuaded will graciously appear 
in it ; and truly there is no feare of the strength and 
combination of enemies round about, nor of slanderous 
tongues at home : God hath hidierto fenced yon against 
all those, to wonder and amazement ; they are tokens 
of your prosperity and successe : onely it will be good 
for you, and us that serve you, to fear the Lord, to 
fear unbeleef, self seeking, confidence in an arm of 
flesh, and opinion of any instruments that they are 
other than as dry bones." 

Cromwell is now in England once more. On fais arrival 
the last obstacle to his mighty hopes was removed by 
Fairfax's ill-fated surrender of the command of tiie 
army-; he was appointed general in chief; and at the 
same instant directed to proceed to Scotland to reduce 
rebellion there. 

Now again was seen a singular change in his manner, 
such as has been noticed in the course of this work at 
various m<Mnentous periods of his history. The consum- 
nation of all his hopes and aims was at last i^tproadiiBg. 
I have already observed upon the alterations of look and 
manner noticed by Ludlow. Others notieed lliem with 
de^^ sympathy than that enthusiastic repubUcan, and 
listened, as to one indeed inspired, when he slated his 
conviction, that it was the design of the Lovd, in their 
days, to ddiver his people from every burden, and that 
he was now bringing to pass what was pro^esied in 
the hundred and tenth psahn ; frmn the consideration of 
whieh he was often encouraged to promote by himtdfihe 
accomplishment of those ends which were indicated by 
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the finger of Providence. It w&s to this psalm Ladlow 
listened impatiently. But imagine Harrison and Crom- 
well expounding these passages together ! '^ The Lord 
at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day 
of his wrath. . . . He shall fill the places with the dead 
hodies ; he shall wound the heads over many countries 
. . . The Lord shall send the rod. of thy strength out of 
his Zion ; rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. . . . 
The people shall be willing in the day of thy power; 
ffiou art a priest for ever /" 

On the 23d of July, Cromwell entered Scotland with 
11,000 horse and foot, commanded under him by gene- 
rals Fleetwood, Lambert, and Whalley, colonels Pride, 
Overton, and Monk. He found before him *^ solitude 
and devastation." The Scotch clergy had described tie 
£nglish as monsters, delighting in the murder or mati- 
lation of women and children ; and the peasantzy 
having destroyed what they must have left, fled»widi 
whatever they could remove. CromweU's proclamations 
and severe discipline soon re-adjusted their notions, and 
they either returned to their habitations or waited his 
approach.* 

The enemy made the first attack — with a party of 
800 horse — on the head quarters near Musselburgh. 
After some sharp fighting, these were repulsed viitb 
much loss. " The enemy came on," said Cromwell in 
a despatch to the president of the council, " with a great 
deal of resolution, beat in our guards, and put a regi- 
ment of horse in some disorder ; but our men speedily 
taking the alarm, charged the enemy, routed them, took 
many prisoners, killed a great many of them, and did 
execution within a quarter of a mile of Edinburgh. 
Indeed, this is a sweet beginning of your businesse, or 
rather of the Lord's, and I believe it is not very satis- 
factory to the enemy, especially to the Kirk party : — 
and I tmst this work which is the Lord's, will prosper 
in the hands of his servants.'' 

Pavid Leslie, a gallant and highly accomplished sol- 

* History from Macintosh, voL vl p. 118. 



OLIVEB CROMWELL. 285 

dieTj was the commander-in-chief of the Scottish army, 
IN'o man of that day, perhaps, could have been so well 
matched against Cromwell. This , the latter general 
0Don felt and acknowledged. Leslie, in a strong posi- 
tion between Edinburgh and Leith, and with an army 
double that of Cromwell, harassed him, withdrew from 
the districts attempted on his march, all possibility of 
procuring com or cattle for his soldiery, and in fact, by 
a series of skilful movements, obliged him at last to fall 
back upon Dunbar. A variety of movements succeeded 
this, the object of which, on the part of Cromwell, was 
to bring on a battle, which Leslie had resolved if pos- 
sible to avoid., while he meanwhile protected Edinburgh 
and destroyed Cromwell's resources. At one place where 
the small river Leith separated the camps, the English 
pushed on their lines with the intention of making an 
attack. The word given out was ''Rise, Lord !'* The 
body of foot advanced within 300 yards, when they 
discovered such a bog on both their wings of horse that 
they could not pass over. ''Thus," says Hodgson, 
who was there, " by this very unexpected hand of Pro- 
vidence were we prevented^ and had only liberty to play 
with our cannon that evening and part of the next 
morning, which did good execution, as we believe, 
upon them. We had very strange and remarkable 
deliverances from theirs, though they played very 
hard upon us, and that with much art ; but the Lord 
suffered them not to do us much hurt ; we had not 
slain and wounded above five-and-twenty men.*' Crom- 
well was present in person on this occasion. He even 
headed the advanced party, and approached so near to 
the Scottish lines, that one of the enemy fired a carbine 
at him, with the view of checking his progress. Crom- 
well upon this shouted out in sport to the trooper, "that 
if he were one of his soldiers, he would cashier him 
for discharging his piece at such a distance.*' The 
man, who had formerly served in England under lieu- 
tenant-general Lesley, instantly recognised the leader of 
the Ironsides, and spread the information that the officer 



S86 BRITISH STATESMEN. 

at whom he had aimed was no other than CromT^ell 
himself^ whom he had often seen in company with Lrord 
Leven when the army was in Yorkshire.* 

Again Cromwell retreated to Musselhurgfa^ and liad 
nearly approached that place when a body of Leslie's 
cavalry fell upon his rear^ and left him only a narrow 
outlet of escape. '* By the time^" wrote Cromwd), 
'^ we had got tibe van-brigade of our horse, and our foot 
and train into their quarters, the enemy was marched 
with that expedition., that they fell upon the rear for- 
lorn of our horse^ and put it in some disorder ; and, 
indeed, bad like to have engaged our rear-brigade fk 
horse, with their whole army, had not the Lord, by hu 
providence, put a cloud over the moon, thereby giving 
us an opportunity to draw off those horse to the rest of 
the army, which accordingly was done without any loss." 

Leslie, thus far, had achieved an unquestionable suc- 
cessfe Cromwell, again defeated in his great object of 
the campaign^ once more fell back upon Dunbar^ which 
he entered on the 1st of September. 

Nothing, under the circumstances^ could have been 
more dangerous than this position. Dunbar^ a seaport 
town, lies in a valley surrounded on three sides by aa 
amphitheatre of hills, in which there are two narrow 
openings ; one on the north, the other on the south, 
where the road passes from Berwidc to Edinburgh. 
Of these hills, as well as of both the passes, the Scots 
were in actujd possession; and the labour of a few 
hours would have sufficed to throw up such works, ss, 
with their superior numbers, might have defied the 
utmost exertions of their enemies.f Instead of this^ 
however, Leslie yielded, as it ds said, to the fanaticism tk 
the ministers in his carop> whb being apprehensive lest 
the. sectaries should escape from thar hands, are said 
to have compelled the ^ general to descend from the high 
ground of whk^i he 'had. taken possession, in order to 
intercept theinretiiealialdng'the'coast. Cromwell him. 

* Dr. Russeirs able Life of Cromwell. 

f lives of Eminent Comaunderii vol. i. pu 88SL 
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self, in his. after despatch^ justifies this statement. <^ I 
hear," he wrote^ '^ that when the enemy marched last up 
to us, the ministers pressed their anny to interpose be- 
tween us and home ; the chief officers desiring rather 
that we should have way made, though it were by a 
goldftn bridge ; but the clergy's counsel prevailed to their 
no great comfort, through tlie goodness of God." 

While these fatal counsels were being urged in the 
Scottish camp, Cromwell in deep anxiety had his men all 
under arms, ready to take advantage of the slightest move 
in Leslie's position. His own feelings at the moment, 
lie has himself described: — '< Their [^the Scots] whole 
army was in march after us : and indeed our drawing 
back in this manner, with the addition of three new 
regiments added to them, did much heighten their 
confidence, if not presumption and arrogancy. " The 
enemy that night we perceived gathered towards the 
lulls, labouring to make a perfect interposition between 
us and Berwick ; and (having in this posture a great 
advantage, through his better knowledge of the country) 
which he e£Kscted by sending a considerable party to the 
strait pass at Copperspath; where ten men to hinder 
are better than forty to make their way. And truly 
this was an exigent to us, whereby the enemy reproached 
us with that condition the parliament's army was in 
when it made its hard conditions with the king in 
Cornwall. By some reports that have come to us, they 
had disposed of us and of their business, in sufiicient 
revenge and wrath towards our persons, and had swal- 
lowed up the poor interest of England, believing that 
their army and their king would have marched to 
London without any interruption, it being told us^ we 
know not how truly, by a prisoner we took the night 
before, the fight, that their king was very suddenly to 
come amongst them, with those English they allowed to 
be about him. But in what they were thus lifted up, 
the Lord was above them. The enemy lying in the 
posture before mentioned, having those advantages, we 
lay v^ry near him, being eeneilde of our disadvantagei. 
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having some weakness of flesh, but yet consociation and 
support from the Lord himself, to our poor iceak faith, 
wherein I believe not a few amongst us shared, that be- 
cause of their numbers, because of their advantages, 
because • of their confidence, because of our weakness, 
because of our strait, we webe in the mount, and in the 
mount the Lord would be seen, and that he would find 
out a way of deliverance and salvation for ue ; and 
indeed we had our consolations and our hopes." 

On the night of the 2d, Cromwell held a council of 
war. Here various schemes were urged which showed 
the extremity more than aught else could. The pro- 
priety of emharking the foot, and striying to force a 
' passage for the horse, was debated ; but, the wind being 
boisterous, and the surf running high, the project was 
pronounced altogether inadmissible. It was next sog. 
'gested, as a sort of forlorn hope, that a strong recon- 
noissance should be pushed a little before dawn^ in the 
direction of the right ; and that according to the result 
of this movement future operations should *be guided. 
This masterly thought was of course the suggestion of 
Cromwell. He had, in the course of the afternoon^ 
observed the Scottish general bring his main strength of 
horse and artiUery towards his right wing, and, with 
the wonderful foresight that almost justified the in- 
spiration attributed to him, he at once anticipated some 
false movement by which they might be able to ''at- 
tempt*' the enemy. '* We could not well imagine," be 
wrote, '^ but that the enemy intended to attempt upon 
us, or to place themselves in a more exact condition of 
interposition. Major-general Lambert and myself coming 
to the earl of Roxburgh's house and observing this 
posture, I told him I thought it did give us an oppor- 
tunity and advantage to attempt upon the enemy; to 
which he immediately replied, that he had thought to 
have said the same thing to me. ' So that it pleased the 
Lord to set this apprehension upon our hearts at the 
same moment. We called for colonel Monk, and showed 
him the thing ; and, coming to our quarters at ni^t. 
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and demonstrating our apprehensions to some of the 
colonels, they also cheerfully concurred.'* 

At three o'clock on the morning of the 3d of Sep- 
temhe'r^ Cromwell was examining closely with his glass 
every quarter of the enemy's position, with a view to the 
resolution he had taken. Suddenly he saw a column in 
motion down the southern pass, and, at the instant, tossing 
his arms in the air, exclaimed with phrenzied joy — The 
Lord hath delivered theh into our haicds ! 

He gave th^ word to his men, and the armies met 
midway between the hills and the sea, not far from Rox- 
burgh-house. The word issued by Leslie was the 
^^ Covenant ;" that on the side of the parliamentarians 
was *^ the Lord of Hosts." The conflict, which began 
with the horse, was obstinate and bloody — a fierce 
and terrible dispute at the point of the sword. The first 
division of the English foot was overpowered and driven 
back, when Cromwell ordered up his own regiment, 
under lieutenant- colonel GofF, who made their way against 
all opposition. '^ At the point of pike,'* wrote Crom- 
well proudly, ** they did repell the stoutest regiment the 
enemy had there, merely with the courage the Lord was 
pleased to give ; which proved a great amazement to the 
residue of their foot.*' The cavalry followed up this 
advantage, charged the infantry who were already out« 
flanked and deprived of their usual support, and carried 
confusion into the whole line. Hodgson says, *^ one 
of the Scots brigades of foot would not yield, though at 
point of pike and butt-end of the musket, until a troop 
of our horse charged from the one end to the other of 
them, and so left them to the mercy of the foot.'* In 
truth, after the right wing was broken, the Scots, to 
use the language of the same writer, " routed one 
another," and fell into the most shameful disorder.* 
The cause of this was obvious enough. Their supe- 
riority of numbers had now changed from a gain to a 
grievous loss. Their front once broken, the fugitives, ii^ 

* RuMeIl'8 Life of Cromwell. 
VOL. VI. U 



rnsliing over the uneven ground, trampled down the mea 

that would in other drcumstances have supported ttaem. 

A thick fog bad hitherto enveloped the sceneof action. 

It was just before the moment of victory, tbat the bob 

suddenly appeared upon thesea,and the voice of Cromwell 
was heard in the accent and with the naanner of one in- 
deed inspired — inspired b^ the thought of a triunijdi 
so mighty and resistless — Now let tbb Loiti» asi^ 



At this a shout broke forth from iheBn^isfa coUien 
which seemed to rend the Bky, and the rout of the 
enemy was complete and frightful. " The horse, says 
' Hodgson, fled what way they could get, oars puraoed 
towards Haddington ; and Ihe Gtneral made a ball md 
sung the bundrtd and seventetnth pgalm ; and by the 
time they had done, their party was increased and ad- 
vancing ; the Soots ran and were no more heard of tbat 
fight The commander of our army was busy ii» secDT' 
ing prisoners and the whole hag and ba^sge ; and 
afterwards we returned to bless God in onr tents hke 
Issachar, for the great salvation afforded to us that day.'' 

Cromwell, in bis dispatch, written the day aftor 
the flght, estimated the amount of killed on the part 
of his antagoniGta at SOOO. The prisoners were rated 
at 10,000; while the whole baggage and train, all 
the aitiUery amounting to thirty guns, 200 colours, 
with 15,000 stand of arms, which fell iato the 
hands of the English, contributed to atlest the ex- 
tent of their triumph. Cromwell boasted also, that 
his soldiers had the " chace and execution" of the 
fugitives near eight miles; and there is Utde doubt 
that more men were slun in the iight than in die 
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brief straggle of the battle. This dispatch partook 
of the extraordinary excitement of the writer after 
this memorable battle^ and closed with a sort of spi- 
ritual admonition to the parliament^ well calculated 
to advance his aims. " May it please you^" he said, 
** to give me the leave of a few words ; it is easie to 
say the Lord hath done this : it would do you good 
to see and hear our poof foot go up and down making 
their boast of God : But, sir, it is in your hands, and 
by these eminent mercies God puts it more into 
your hands, to give glory to him, to improve your 
power and his blessings to his praise. We that serve 
you, beg of you not to own w*, hut God alone: we 
pray you own his people more and more, for they are 
the chariots and horsemen of Israel. Disown yourselves, 
but own your authority, and improve it to curb the 
proud and the insolent, such as would disturb the tran- 
quillity of England, though under what specious pre- 
tences so-ever. Relieve the oppressed^ hear the groans of 
poor prisoners in England ; he pleased to reform the 
ahuses of all professions ; and if there he any one that 
makes many poor to make a few rich, that suits not a 
commonwealth. Since we came into Scotland, it hath 
been our desire and longing to have avoided blood in 
this businesse, by reason that God hath a people her 
fearing his name, though deceived ; and to that end 
have we offered much love unto such in the bowels of 
Christ, and concerning the truth of our hearts therein 
have we appealed unto the Lord. The ministers of 
Scotland have hindered the passage of these things to 
the hearts of those to whom we intended them ; and now 
we hear that not only the deceived people, but some of 
the ministers are also fallen in the battle. This is the 
great hand of the Lord, and worthy of the consideration 
of all those who, taking into their hands the instnu 
meats of a foolish shepherd, to wit, meddling with 
worldly policies and mixtures of earthly power, to set up 
that which they call the kingdom of Christ — which is 
neither it, nor if it were, would such means be found 
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effectual to that end — neglect or trust not to the 
word of God, tlie sword of the spirit, which is alone 
powerful and able for the setting up of that kingdom ; 
and when irueCed to, will be found effectually able for 
that end, and will also do it. This is humbly ofiered 
for their sakej, who have lately too much turned aside, 
that thej might return again to preach Jesus Christ 
according to the simplicity of the Gospel, and then, no 
doubt, they will discover and find your protection and 
en courageme nt. " 

It was in a different and more pleasitlg spirit be 
wrote, on the same day as to the parliament, to 
hia " lovinge brother Richard Major at Hursley." 
"Dbebb Brothbb, — Havinge soe good an occasion 
Bs the impartinge soe great a mercie as the Lord haifa 
Toutchsafed nnto ua in Scotland, I would not omitt the 
impartinge thereof to you, though I bee full of businesse. 
Upon Wednesd, wee fought the Scottish Armie. They 
were in number, accordinge to all computation, abore 
twentye thousand, wee haidly eleven thouEand, havinge 
great sicknesses upon our Armie. After much apeal- 
inge to God, the fight lasted above an hower. We 
killed (as most thinke) three thousand, tooke neere ten 
thousand prisoners, all their traine, about thirtye gunns, 
great and smale, besides bullet, match, and powder, 
very considerable officers, about two hundred colors, 
above ten thousand armes. Lost not thirtye men. This 
is the Lord's doeing, and it is marvtlous in our ejes. 
Good &', give God all the glory, stir up all yours, and 
all about you to doe soe : pray for your affectionate 

Tli-nfher, O. Crouwell I dealer my love may bee 

ited to my deere sister and to all your familie. / 
'.ell Doll I doe tiol forget her nor her little bratt ; 
rites very minninglye and eompletnentally to met; 
ect a letter of plaine dealinge from her. She it 
tdeat to tell me whether she hreedes or not. I wish 
singe upon her and her husband. The Lord make 
fruittfull in all that's good. Then are att leisure to 
qfiea, imt indeed they are both idle and icorthie ^ 
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Nor should the opportunity he lost of predentin^ 
ber^j in connection with Cromwell's greatest triumph^ 
and on the eve of his greatest crime^ some further 
evidence from these private sources^ of his gentle 
and affectionate relations with the ^members of his fa- 
mily. 

Shortly after the battle, his wife wrote to him thus. 
The allusions to the great officers of state whom she 
fears he is about to estrange himself from, possess much 
interest, and the entire wording of the letter is in ac. 
cordance with the writer's modest and amiable history* 
'*My Dearist, — 1 wonder you should blame me for 
writing noe oftnir, when I have sent thre for one. I 
canenot but think they are miscarid. Truly if I knog 
my one hart, I should ase soune neglect myself ase to 
• . . the least thought towards you. In doing of it, I 
must doe it to myself. But when I do writ, my dear, 
J seldome have any satisfactore answer, which makse me- 
think my writing is slited, as well it mae ; hut yett I 
cannot hut think your love coverse my weaknisis and 
infirmetes. I should rejoyse to hear your desire in see- 
ing mee, but I desire to submit to the providens of God, 
howping the Lord, houe hath separated us, and hath 
oftune brought us together agane, will in heis good time 
bring us agane, to the prause of his name. Truly my 
lif is but half a lif in your ahseince^ — did not the Lord 
make it up in heimself, which I must acknoleg to the 
prase of heis grace. I would you would think to writ 
sometims to your deare frend me Lord Chef Justus, of 
horn I have oftune put you in mind: and truly j my deare, 
if you would thenk of what I put you in mind of sume, 
it might be of ase much purpose ase others, writting 
sumetimes a letter to the President, and sometime to the 
Speiker, Indeid, my deare, you cannot think the rong 
you doe yourself in ^the whant of a letter, though it 
wer but seldome. I pray think of, and soe rest yours in 
all faithfulnise. Elizabeth Cromwell." 

The same tender and gentle tone pervades Cromwell's 
let ters to her. " My Debrest, — I could not satisfie my*- 
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wife to omitt thia po«st, although I have not mnch fat 
write, ye* iruteedllove tov>ritBtomgdeere,v)lio is verymudt 
in mg harL It joyi roee to heere thj aoule pro^ieretfa; 

Lord inereaae hie fsvon to thee more and mtxe. 
r great good thjr sonle can wish is that the Lord lift 
n thee the light of his Countenance, which is liettn 
1 life. The Lord blene all thy good eotuicell and 
nple to thoee about thee, and heere all thy prayers, 

accept thee alwayes. I am glad to heere thy Stuin 

Daughter ar with thee. / hope tkou vtilt have «om« 
! opportunilye of good advUe lo him. Present my 
' to my mother, my love to all the Fimilye. S^ 
r for thine, O. Coomweu." 

Ither letters belong also to thia date which, while 
' let in light upon the kindest and most private 
ler of Cromweirs heart, bring out into still more 
[net shape the tuggeation I have ventured concnn- 
his son. The first ia to Ri<^ard himself. 

Dick Cromwell, — 1 take your letters kindlye. 
le expresiiom ichen Ihm/ come plainlye from the heaart, 

are not ttrayned nor nffected. I am persuaded it's 
Lord's mercye to place you where you are ; 1 wiili 

may owne itt and be thankefull, fulfiUinge all rela- 
s to the Glory of God, Seeke the Lord and hia 

continually, lett thia bee the businesse of your life 

strength. And lett all thinges bee subservient and 
rder to this. You canott flnde, nor behold the face 
fod but in Christ, therefore labor to knowe G»xl ta 
ist, w'*" the Scripture makes to bee the sum of all, 
I hfe extemall. Becaate the true knowledge it not 
ail or speculative, but inieard, Irantjorminge tiu 
ie to itt, its nnitiuge to, and participatinge of the 

ne nature (2 Pet. i. 4.). Its such a knowledge 
>aul speakes off. (Philip, iii. 8, 9> 10.) How 
' of thia knowledge of Christ is there amongst us ! 
neake prayers shal be for you. Take heede of tm 
:tive vaint tpirit. Recreate your'sMfe w' S Walter 
ghleye't Mietcrie ; its a hodye qf kietorie, and will 
much more to your underalandinge than fragmentt 
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pf 9torie. Intend to understand die estate I have settled : 
its your concernment to knowe itt all, and how it stands. 
£ haffe heretofore 4vffered mudi by toa mudi trtiatinge 
others. I know my Brother Maior wil be helpfull to you 
in all this. Y(m wiU thinhe {perhaps) I need not advise 
lyau to love yeur Wife, The Lord teach you how to 
doe itt, or dse itt will be done ilfavouredly. Though 
Marrytuge bee noe mstUuted Sacrament, yett where the 
undefUed bed is, and looey this Union aptly resembles 
Christ, and his Church. If you can truly love your« 
Wife, what doeth Christ beare to his Churcb and every 
poore fK>ule therein, whoe gave himselfe for itt and to 
itt. Commend mee to your Wife ; tell her I entyrely 
love her, and rejoyce in the goodnesse of the Lord to 
her. I wish her every way fniitftill. I thmke her for 
her lovinge letter. I have presented my love to my 
Sister and Coxen Ann, etc. in my letter to my Brother 
Maior. I would not have him alter his affaires because 
of my debt. My purse is as his, my present thoughts 
<ire but to lodge such a sum for my two little gyrles : its 
in his hand as well as any where, I shall not be 
wantinge to accomodate him to his minde. I would not 
have him sollicitoua. Dick, the Lord blesse you every 
way. I rest, your lovinge Father, 0« Crouwell.** 

To Mr. Major he again writes in the old mingled strain. 
^ Debra Brother, -^ The exceedinge .croude of busi- 
nesse I had att London is the best excuse I can make for 
my silenee this way. Indeed, Sir, my heart beareth me 
witnesse, I want noe afFectlon to you or yours ; you are 
sSX often in my poore prayers. 1 should bee glad to heere 
how the little breUt doth, I could chide both father and 
mother for theire neglects of mee: I knowe my sonn is 
idle, but I had better thoughts of Doll; I doubt now her 
husband hath spoyled her, I pray tell her soe ft*oro mee. 
If I had €u good leisure as they, I should write some" 
times. If my daughter bee breedinge, I will excuse 
her, but not for her nurserie, the Lord blesse them. I 
hope you give my Sonn good oouneell, I believe hee needes 
U* Hee is in the dangerous time of his age, and its 
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ry vaine world. O how good itt is to ciosa wiib 
St betimes, there is nothinge else worth the Iwbii^ 
'. I beseech you call upon him : I hope yon ml 
large my dutye and your owne lore : you aee ' 
1 employed. I neede pittye. / knowe foltat Ifeele. 
tt place Bnd basiaesse in the world is not can) 
lookinge after ; I should have no comfort io miw 
that my hope is in the Lord's presence. / have tu 
ht these thingeg, truly I have beaie called to them (f 
Lord: and therefore am not without some gvad 
ranee that hee will inable bis poore worme, 
[e servant, to doe his will, and to fiilHll my ffi 

In this I be^ your prayers : desireing to bt 
iglye reroembred to my deere Sister, to our Soon arf 
g^ter,my Coion Ann, and the good familye. I "" 
' affectionate brother, O. Cbouwell." 
he last I shall quotej however,is the most atrikingnid 
est of alL " Bbehb Brotheb, — I was glad to » 
e a letter {torn you, for indeed any thinge that conei 
I you is Tery welcome to mee. I believe your expwti- 
of my sonn's coming is deferred. 1 wish hee majEcei 
)ye deliverye of his wife firslj for whom I frequent); 
.... I heere my Bonn bath exceeded his aUowance, 
is in debt ; truly I cannot comend him thennii 
lorn requiring his livinge within compa^se, and aD- 
for it at his handes. And in my judgment, (*« '«' 
lion arising from thence would have been more ml 
lUT than v>hat is attained the other v>ay. I bd>e^ 
men will speakewell of him that does ill. I i^ , 
! understood that J grudge him not landiAle iw* 
w, nor an honourdbU carriage of kimselfe in Htfi 
is anjf matter of charge like to fall to ray ^" ' ' 
• v>ilh mee. Truly I can finde in my heart to aHw 
not onlg a suffieiency, but more for his good; bntif 
sure and self-satisfaction bee made tte btuinem 'f • 
.'« life, soe much cost layed out uppon it, soe mndi 
! spent in ilt, as rather answers appetite than ih 
of God, or is comely before his Saints, I icmjiktl 
thit humour, and God forbid that his being my ""^ 
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ance frequently and earnestly. ... I am sorry to heere 
my baylye in Hantshire should doe to my sonn as is in-> 
timated by your letter. I assure you I shall not aUowe 
any such thinge. If there bee any suspition of hia 
abuse of the woode^ I desier it may be looked after and 
inquired into^ that soe if thinges appear true he may bee 
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temoved^ although indeed I must needs say lie had i 
report of a godly man by diyerse that knew him 'wh 
I placed him there. • . . Sir^ I desire my hartye a£E 
tion may be presented to my Sister^ my Cozen Ann a 
her husband *, though unknown. ... I praise the Lg 
I have obteyned much mercye in respect of my healti 
the Lord give me a truly thankfull hart. I desier ya 
prayers^ and rest your very affectionate brother and se 
▼ant^ O. Cro3iweix 

After the victory of Dunbar Cromwell occupied Gla 
gow and Edinburgh (in which latter city the castle aoc 
submitted)^ and spent the winter in polemical dlscui 
sions, in correspondence with various ministers^ in r< 
gulating the affairs of the army^ in reducing certai 
small fortresses on the shores of the Firth, and i 
attempts to gain over to his cause the more violen 
meVnbers of the Scottish assembly. Meanwhile th 
parliament poured honours and favours on him, am 
I observe a letter, with one or two interesting touchei 
in it, wherein he replies to their application thai 
he would suffer an artist to take a sketch of his head 
for a medal in honour of his last victory. The mo- 
dest request the general sends back was not, it would 
seem, granted, since the Dunbar medal by the artist 
in question presents a very fine face of Cromwell 
— '' Gentl.— -It was not a little wonder to me to see 
that you should send Mr. Symonds so great a joumej 
about a business importinge so little as far as it relates 
to me; whereas if my poore opinion may not be 
rejected by you, I have to offer to that w^^ I thinke the 
most noble end — to witt the commemoracon of that 
great mercie att Dunbar, and the gratuitie to the Army 
— that itt might better be expressed upon the meddaU 
by engraving, as on the one side the Parliam^ (w^b ] 
heare was intended and will do singularly well), so on 
the other side an Army w'^ this inscription over the 
bead of it^'^The Lord of Hosts," — t^ was or word 

* John Dunch, e«q. of Piuey, in Berkshire ; where the original of thii 
letter wm found and transcrilied by Horace Walpole. 
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thiU day. Wherefore^ if I may beg it as a favor from 
you, I most earnestly beseech you, if I may doe it 
-wtfaout oibnce, that it may be soe ; and if you thinke 
noU fitt to ])ave it as I offer, you may alter it as you see 
cause ; only I doe thinke I may truly say it will be varie 
thankfully acknowledged by me, if you will spare the 
having my effigies in it» .... The gentleman's paynes 
and trauble hither have been very great ; and I shall 
make it my second suite unto you, that you will please 
to conferr upon him that imploym* in yo' service w^** 
Nicholas Briott had before him. Indeed the man is 
ingenious, and worthie of incouragem\ I may not 
presume much, but if at my request and for my sake 
he may obteyn this favor, I shall put it upon the accompt 
of my obligacons, w<^b are not a few, and I hope shal 
be found readie gratefully to acknowledge, and to 
approve myself, GentL Yo' most reall servt, O. Crom- 
well." 

With the advance of winter an attack of ague seized 
Cromwell, but after severe suffering he rallied, and in 
time for that ill-judged movement of the young king 
of Scots, which brought on the battle of Worcester. 

The presbyterian army, restored to a numerous and 
most effective force, now held a strong position near 
Stirling. Charles II. commanded it in person. Taught 
by the fatal experience of Dunbar, however, they kept 
acting on the defensive, and could not be drawn from 
their well selected ground. As a last effort with this 
view, Cromwell, with singular daring, transported his 
army into Fife, and proceeded towards Perth, which he 
captured after a siege of two days. The stratagem suc- 
ceeded in one sense, but besides moving the Scots 
from their stronghold, it had also induced Charles to 
adopt the plan of marching into England. It is said 
that in this he yielded to the advice of his English fol- 
lowers, who overruled the more prudent Argyle, looked 
with contempt upon the parliament, and counted upon 
the numerical majority of the English nation as unques. 
tionably in his favour. On the 31st of July he brok^ 
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up his camp near the Torwood^ and on the 6th of 
August reached Carlisle. 

Cromwell was engaged in the superintendence of t 
new citadel by means of which he designed to hold 
Perth in subjection^ when the news reached him of 
the movement of the presbyterians and the king. His 
spirit rose to that crisis with a renewal of the excite- 
ment which men noted in him at Dunbar. He wrote 
at once to London to give all necessary courage and con- 
fidence to the council and citizens. After informing 
them of the meditated invasion hanging over them^ he ob- 
served that it " was not out of choice on our part ; " and 
did not conceal his fear that it would trouble some men's 
thoughts^ and occasion some hiconvenience. But, hf 
adds^ ^^ this is our comfort^ that in simplicity of heaiv 
as to God^ we have done to the best of our judgments, 
knowing that^ if some issue were not put to this busi^ 
nesse^ it would occasion another winter s war^ to the ruin 
of your soldiery^ for whom the Scots are too hard in 
respect of enduring the winter difficulties of this country, 
and have been under the endless expense of the treasury 
of £ngland in prosecuting this war. It may be sup* 
posed^ we might have kept the enemy from this by 
interposing between him and England^ which truly I 
believe we might ; but how to remove him out of thii 
place without doing what we have done, unlesse we had 
a commanding army on both sides of the river of Fortli, 
is not clear to us^ or how to answer the inconveniences 
feifore mentioned, we understand not." He then intieats 
that the council of state would collect what forces they 
could without loss of time, to give the enemy some 
rbeck, until he should be able to overtake them. Mean- 
time^ he sent Lambert at the head of the cavalry^ who, 
upon joining with Harrison, whose forces were at New- 
castle^ was ordered to advance through the western parts 
of Northumberland^ to intercept the Scots in their 
progress through Lancashire^ to watch their motions, 
straiten their quarters^ impede their progress in every 
way, but not to risk a battle. 



J 



OLIVEB CROMWELL. SOt 

. Charles^ neanwhile, with but sorry success had 
pushed on hy Kendal and Preston to Warrington^ 
Dvhere, at the bridge, he received a momentary check 
from Lambert and Harrison. He still forced his way, 
summoned Shrewsbury in passings but without efiect^ 
and at last made for Worcester, where he was pro* 
claimed, according to Clarendon, King of £ng]and, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland. 

London, anticipating his entry almost every hour, 
gave way to fearful alarms. Even Bradshaw himself, 
it is said, hon-hearted as he was, could not among his 
private friends conceal his fears. Some raged against 
Cromwell, and uttered deep suspicions of his fidelity. 
No one could understand his intentions, nor where he 
"was, nor why he had allowed an enemy to enter the 
land, when tfiere were no troops to oppose them. Both 
the city and the country, says Mrs. Hutchinson, (by 
the angry presbyters wavering in their constancy to 
them aiid the liberties they had purchased^) were all 
amazed^ and doubtful of their own and the common- 
wealth's safety. Some could not hide very pale and 
unmanly fears, and were in such distraction of spirit as 
much disturbed their counsels. 

Yet truly there was little need. The genius of Crom. 
well had already saved them. He had collected a tre- 
mendous force — nearly 30,000 men — and on the 
28th of August had them all in position within two 
miles of Worcester. The presbyterian force was 
greatly inferior, but the almost impregnable site of the 
city of Worcester was an ample set-off against that cir« 
cumstance. 

Built along the right bank of the Severn, it defied 
immediate assault, and Charles's officers had of course 
done their best to increase its already splendid resources 
of resistance and defence. Cromwell found the bridges 
broken, above and below ; every boat removed ; not 
even a punt to be seen ; and in the extensive line of 
fires above, saw how strongly the heights of the place 
were occupied. But not for a moment did he hesitate. 
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Inspirated oy the genius which had served him so 
ofteiij and never failed him yet^ he took the sudden and 
daring resolve of throwing his army astride upon two 
rivers — of forcing at their higher tran»ts a passage 
across both the Severn and the Team — and of comiiig 
down at once upon the enemy from the eastern and 
western heights overlooking Worcester ! 

The preparations for this daring exploit were com' 
pleted on the 2d of September, for Cromwell had, more- 
over, determined to fight this decisive battle for the 
possession of three disputed kingdoms on what be cdkd 
his FORTUNATE DAY — hls day of Dunbar. Skirmidies 
meanwhile took place between the out-posts on boA 
sides of the river, and, before the morning of the 3d 
a desperate struggle had passed at the half-brokD 
Upton Bridge, between Lambert and its gallant defender 
Massey. Lambert carried it at last, repaired the broken 
arch, and conducted across 10^000 men, who took their 
ground along the course of the Team. 

It was now the morning of the 5d. The presby- 
terians had the day before, in alarm at Lambert's moT^ 
ment, destroyed every bridge upon that river. Yet 
Cromwell — not caring to husband life at any time, and 
still less now when his superior numbers gave him so 
many lives to play witii — sent out an order to Fleet- 
wood to force, at any loss, his detached corps across the 
Team. Cromwell at the same moment threw a brid^ 
of boats over the Severn at Bunshill, near the confluence 
of the two rivers, and restored the communication Ait 
bad been partially cut off, A hot fire near Powick — 
so sudden were these movements — was the first diing 
that attracted the attention, of Charles, who, irom one 
of the towers of the cathedral, was examining the posi* 
tions of the enemy ; when finding that an attack wh 
begun in that quarter, he instantly dispatched a rein- 
forcement of horse and foot to the spot, and gave instrac- 
tions to the commanding officer to prevent, if possible, 
the formation of the bridge. But a similar addition 
had been made to the detachment under Fleetwood, whi 
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again outnumbered his opponents^ and pressed them 
with great vivacity towards Worcester. " The Scots, in 
the hope that, by occupying so large a force^ they might 
afford to their countrymen, on the other side of the 
Severn, an opportunity of breaking the regiments under 
Cromwell, maintained the most obstinate resistance." 
They disputed every inch of ground which presented 
the slightest advantage ; fought from hedge to hedge ; 
and frequently charged with the pike, to check the 
advance of the enemy. 

For an instant this rolled the tide of battle back 
towards the Team — but fresh battalion after battalion 
arrived to the support of Fleetwood, who then bore the 
Scots by fair force of numbers even across the bridge. 

Cromwell was meanwhile deciding the battle under 
the walls of the town — and here, or on both sides of the 
river, from two o'clock in the morning till nightfall, had 
this terrible contest raged with unceasing fury. The 
main body of the enemy's infantry had advanced out of 
the city against the renowned chief of the Ironsides, 
and the conflict upon one spot in this quarter, Cromwell 
wrote in his dispatch, lasted three hours. It was closed 
by the veteran regiment which had so often closed the 
battles of the parliament, and which now, for the last 
time, advanced at the word of CromwelL The victory 
was complete — gloriously complete, as the lord-general 
exultingly wrote, and " gained after as stiff a contest 
for many hours — including both sides of the river" — 
as he had ever seen. The fort having been summoned, 
and colonel Drummond still refusing V> surrender it, it 
was carried,! in all the wild triumph of the victory, by 
a furious storm, wherein fifteen hundred men were put 
to the sword. Charles, flying through the streets in 
piteous despair, in vain attempted to rally his troops, 
and finding they would no longer move, is said to have 
cried out with a burst of passionate tears, ** Then shoot 
me dead, rather than let me live to see the sad conse. 
quences of this day." A crown had vanished from his 
grasp. 
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On another man who still stood upon that field a 
crown was now descending. He stood there^ some time 
after the day was won, in a state of uncontrollable emo- 
tion. Then calling Fleetwood and Lambert to his side, 
he told them with a fit of boisterous laughter, that he 
would knight them, as heroes of old were knighted (he 
did not say by kings) on the field where they had 
achieved their glory. The excitement subdued, he re. 
tired to his tent^ and there, at ^^10 o'clock at night/' 
" weary and scarce able to write," he yet wrote to the 
parliament of England these memorable words. ^^ Tkt. 
dimensions of this mercy are above my thoughts^ It 
is for aught I know a crowning mercy** 

A CROWNING MERCT indeed ! 
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Thk industry of Mr. Noble has finally settled the point of 
OliverK^lromweirs relationship to Charles J., by the mother's 
side. The result may be shortly stated thus. He carries hack 
the lineage of William Steward, esq., the father of Mrs. Robert 
Cromwell, to Alexander, the lord high steward of Scotland, 
from whose third son, Andrew, he proves him to have sprung. 
John Steward, the grandson of this Andrew, had accompanied 
the suite of the young prince James of Scotland, when on his 
way to France, to avoid his uncle's ambition, he was driven on 
the English coast, and detained prisoner by Henry IV. More 
fortunate than his royal master, John Steward became one of 
the English king's favourites ; received knighthood from him 
at a tournament held at Smithfield in the tenth year of his 
reign, and thenceforward settled in England. The pedigree, 
connecting him and his descendants with royalty, stands 
thust — 
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Trom this, the reader will observe, Charles I. and Cromweirs 
mother were eighth cousins; James I. and Oliver himself 
ninth cousins ; Oliver and Charles I. ninth cousins one re- 
move ; and the protector Richard, Oliver's second son, tenth 
cousin to the ill-fated English king. Mr. Noble has not 
fiiiled to direct attention to the fact, that " the royal line so 
oonstantly marrying at a very early age, had got one descent 
of the younger branch, from whom Mrs. Cromwell, Oliver's 
mother, derived her birth ; a thing very common, owing to a 
cause too obvious to be mentioned." 

These details, I may add, were not so satisfactorily made 
out during the life o£ the protector as they have since been. 
Mis mother's modest character forbade such assumptions on 
her part, and he was himself too proud of his self-achieved 
authority to set up the miserable shadow of a fantastic &mily 
claim, which, if it established anything, should have bespoken 
pity for the kinsman he had sent to the block. His more 
servile admirers and dependants, however, did not fail to press 
for him his hereditary pretensions on the royal score ; but the 
way in which they urged it showed on how obscure a tradition 
it rested then. One ** H. Daubenny " published, the year 
after Cromwell's death, a duodecimo volume of SOO pages, en- 
titled *' Historic and Policie Reviewed, in the Heroic Trans- 
actions of his Most Serene Highnesse, Oliver, late Lord- Pro- 
tector, from his Cradle to his Tomb : declaring his steps to 
princely perfection ; as they are drawn in lively parallels to 
the ascents of the great patriarch Moses, in thirty degrees to 
the height of Honour." In which Mosaic parallel we find 
this remark. ** I cannot say his late highnesse was extracted 
from so priestly a family [as Moses], but altogether as princely, 
being lineally descended from the loynes of our most ancient 
Brittish princes, and ty'd in near alliances to the blood of our 
later kings, as by that thrice noble fiunily of the Barringtons, 
and divers others ; which to make a petigree of, would take 
up more paper than we intend for our volume, and make me 
i4ipear more a herald than an historian. Nay, indeed, should 
I but go about to prove his highnesse most illustrious house 
noble, I should commit a sacriledge in the temple of honour, 
and onely violate his most glorious family with a more solemn 
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infamy. His highnesse is unquestionably known to have ^ 
scended f^m such a stem of princely antecessor^ that whole 
ages, which ^a&te rocks, and wear out elements, have never 
altered to lessen, but rather advance the honour of his giot 
house. He was derived firom such a fiunily, that we nay 
better say of it than what was of 'the other, ex qua wettU di- 
qyid mediocre ncuci, from whence nothing ordinary can pn>> 
ceed ; as is likewise made notoriously evident in those odifr 
most eminent persons of honor, now living, who are blest wiA 
a share of his incomparable blood ; who have spread their fjUxy 
abroad, so well as at home, and built themselves such tnqihies, 
in the hearts of their very enemies, that eternity itself Bum 
celebrate ; so no time can ever be able to demoliidi, or reduce 
Into oblivion. And that I may not be thought to flatter lo 
great a truth, I will be bold to hasten, and abruptly coiicliid> 
this first point of our Mosaical parallel, with saying only, that 
this sublime person, his late most serene highnesse, our seeandl, 
as the first great Moses, came into the world like a prioee^ 
pearl, and made it appear, by the quality of his orient, that if 
nature pleased to equal his birth to the best of noble-men upot 
earth, he would equal his virtues to his extraction ; as we sbl 
see more plainly, when we mount a little higher upoa tm 
Mosaical ascents, and parallels/' 

From {dl which it appears that Mr. Daubenny- knew nothi^ 
of the real pedigree, but guessed it out from tradition — » 
sisted by his hero*s old Welch origin and his relationship li 
his uncle, sir Francis Barrington, who could trace his pe&gm 
up to the Norman conquest. Lord Hailes was nearer tki 
mark, when, in his Annals, he observed, that ** at the fitii 
battle of Halidon, two Stuarts fought under the banner ^ 
their chief; the one Aian of Dreghom, the paternal ascesiff 
of Charles 1. ; and the other, James of Rosyth, the matenl 
ancestor of Oliver Cromwell" 





111 




H'. 








5 




ll 




jls 




-i' 




i 


i 

E 


Ji 




■ ,5 


i 


III 


i 


$1 




m 




pi 




liii 




£l"1 




■i'4-3 

^i!i 



.5.S 

ill 



"4 



-1 


g 


J 


ii 


S 


III 




-^ 


1 




}| 




its 




^ 




iA 




!?l 




1 


-i 


!!i 






SIO BRITISH STATESMEN. 



C. 



The Protecting Brewer, 

A brewer may be a burgess grave. 

And carry the matter so fine and so brave. 

That he the better may play the knave. 

Which nobody can deny. 

A brewer may be a parliament-man. 
For there the knavery first began. 
And brew most cunning plots he can. 

Which nobody can deny. 

A brewer may put on a Nabal face, 

And march to the wars with such a grace. 

That he may get a captain's place, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A brewer may speak so wondrous well 
That he may rise (strange things to tell). 
And so be made a colonel. 

Which nobody- can deny. 

A brewer may make his foes to flee, 
And raise his fortunes so that he 
Lieutenant-general may be, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A brewer may be all in all, 

And raise his powers both great and small. 

That he may be a lord general. 

Which nobody can deny. 
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A brewer may be like a fox in a cub, 
And teach a lecture out of a tub, 
And give the wicked world a rub. 

Which nobody can deny. 

A brewer by his excise and rate 
Will promise his army he knows what, 
And set upon the college gate, 

Which nobody can ^eny. 

Methinks I hear one say to me. 
Pray why may not a brewer be 
Lord chancellor o* th* university ? 

Which nobody can deny. 

A brewer may be as bold as Hector, 
When he had drank his cup of nectar ; 
And a brewer may be a lord protector. 

Which nobody can deny. 

Now here remains the strangest thing, 
How this brewer about his liquor did bring 
To be an emperor, or a king. 

Which nobody can deny. 

A brewer may do what he will. 
And rob the church and state, to sell 
His soul unto the d — ^1 in h — ^11, 

Which nobody can deny. 



X 4 



^ 



SIS BRITISH erATBSHEN. 



(D.) 
SIR OLIVER CROMWlllLU 

Sir Oumtk C&omwxil, a wealthy and respectable old 
and a staunch cavalier, claims some notice from the biographer 
of his illustrioust nephew. He had succeeded to the enofmoas 
estates of sir Henry, and chiefly resided, of course at the 
splendid family seat of Hinchinbrook. " Sir Oliver Crom- 
well,** Mys Noble, <* eldest son and heir of sir Henry, was a 
most popular and beloved character in his own county of Hunt- 
ingdon ; for which he was returned one o^ the members in the 
parliaments called iti the Slst, 35th, Sdth, and 43d years of the 
reign of queen Elizabeth ; and had the honour to receive knight- 
hood from her majesty in 1598, in which year he was sheriff 
of the counties of Huntingdon and Cambridge.** 

Immediately after the latter date, some enormous accesdoas 
appear to have fallen into his rent-rolls, — but sir Oliver was a 
true cavalier, fond of the present, careless o£ the future, and 
with every new accession of fortune more recklessly profuse of 
the old. His love of display was carried at all times to riifi* 
culous excess ; but it was not tUl the death of Elizabeth that 
the brilliant thought of his life occurred to him; namely, that, 
as the new king must pass through Huntingdon in his journej 
from Edinburgh to Ivondon, it would reflect eternal glory oa 
the Cromwells if a magnificent entertainment at Hinchinbrook 
awaited the passage of the new sovereign 1 Poor sir Oliver 
little knew what other and different glories an infant Oliver 
was then providing for the Cromwells — what other and diC> 
fbrent entertainments for that Scotch dynasty of English kings I 

The knight*s duteous invitation having been accepted bj 
royalty, it became his next care to show off as much as pos- 
sible the family claims of the Cromwells; and so, according to 
Noble, " he hastily made such improvements in his house ai 
he judged most proper ; and at this time he built that very 
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Blegant how window to the diiking^room, in whi^fa are two 
shields of wmti of his fiiinily impaling, th6 one his first, the 
other his second lady's, painted upon the glass, with mtAf 
qtiarteringfl^*' and sunounded bja prodigious number of tither 
idiields Cromwelliati. All preparations complete, king James 
arrived at Hmihinbrook on the a7th of ApriL 1603, lord 
^uthampton carrying before him the sword which the mayor 
of Huntingdon had offered to the new sorereign* Sir Oliver 
received James at the gate of the great court* and conducted 
faim up a walk, that then immediately led to the prinaipal en- 
trance of the houMi 

'* His nugesty," we learn fit>m various actounts, *< here met 
with a more magnificent reception than he had ever done since 
bis leaving his paternal kingdom ; both for the plenty and Ta* 
riety of the meats and wines. It hi Inconceivable with what 
pleasure the English received the king ; all strove to please^ 
every one to see the new sovereign, who was to unite two jar- 
ring and valiant kingdoms* and to be the common monarch of 
both. Sir Oliver gratified them to the full } his doors were 
thrown wide open to receive all that chose to pay their respects 
to the new king, or even to see him ; and each individual was 
wdcomed with the choicest viands and most costly wines : even 
the populace had free access to the cellars during the whole of 
his majesty's stay. Whilst the king was at Hinchinbrook, he 
received the heads of the university of Cambridge in their 
lobes, to congratulate him upon his accession to the English 
throne, which they did in a long Latin oration. His majesty 
remained with sir Oliver until he had breakfasted, on April S9) 
at his leaving Hinchinbrook, he was pleased to express the 
obligations he had received from him, and his lady ; to the 
former he said at parting, as he passed through the court, in 
his broad Scotch manner, * morry mon, thou hast treated me 
better than any one since I left Edenburgh ;' and it is more 
than probable, than ever that prince was entertained before, or 
after : for it is said, sir Oliver at this time gave the greatest 
feast that had been given to a king by a subject. His loyalty 
and regard to his prince, seems almost unbounded ; fbr when 
his majesty left Hinchinbrook he was presented by him with 
many things of great ^value ; amongst others, a large elegant 
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mougfat staoding oup of gold, good]]' bone% deep-moatbed 
*- — -* s. divers havks of eiceUent wing; and. at the rciuo*e,ga*> 
nmdt amongit the tojbI offlcen. So many and soeb 
proo6 of attaidinient, and those in a maimer peculiailf 
bie to the taflte of the 'priace, gamed his regard ; whidi 
Jt U( ear]^ opportunity of expreasiiig, bj creatinf; him, 
ifty-nine otbers, a knight of the bath, prior to his con>- 
. This ceremony was performed on Sund&y, Julj 24., 
ing; upon vhich da; he, with the cither gentlemen de- 
. far that honour, rode in state from St. James's to the 
; and so, with their esquires and pages, about the "nit- 
and from thence to St. James's park, where, alighting 
.heir horses, and going in a body to the preserice-gallsy, 
eceived their knighthood from his majesty." 
ppy ar Oliver I We hardly recover breath after this de- 
lon to glance rapidly at his remaining fortunes. 

was, we find, a conspicuous member of the house cl 
onsfrDml5D4 to 1610, and also In I«14, 1623, and 16911 
I which years he is perhaps oftener named upon com- 
« than any other man. He is always a staunch courtier, 
nee or twice styled queen Anne's attorney in the Journals 
■ house; but he did not hold that place long, probabtj 
lany months. It is probable that he succeeded sir Ijrw- 
Tan&eld in the office, in or about the year 1604. On 
Hb of May, 1 605, he, with others, signed a certifiote tn 
■ivycouncil, that the work of draining the fens in Lincoln- 
&c., was feasible, and without any peril to any baTen or 
y ; in this letter Robert Joined him : and in 1606 he wo 
din the act or bill for draining of the fens; and ww doe 
! adventurers who subscrihed towards planting and euhi- 
{ Virginia. His majesty king James I., we also find, 
ur Oliver, in 1608., 60001., for his relinqui^ing a gaot 
OL, issuing yearly out of the royal lands, ^ven to him m 
ptl; and the family records tell us, that on Hay 2, 1622, 
ive a grant in fee of certain lands in the manor of War- 
to his wm and heir Henry, out of his affection to him, and 
a better maintenance and living ; the seizin was witnessed 
: Phil. Cromwell and others. Meanwhile we may add, 
id made enormous gaps in his fortune by bis goi^eiiw 
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stjle of living, and the royal, entertainments he persisted in 
giving at intervals to the king; and which he continued even 
after the accession of Charles to the throne. 

Sir Oliver, Mr. Noble tells us, ** was in no less favour with 
king Charles I. than he had been with the late sovereign ; his 
name occurs in a committee in the first parliament of this reign ; 
Aug. 12. in this year, and Feb. 23. following, he is named, 
amongst others, in a special conmiission directed to them, for 
' rulinge, governinge* demiseing, and disposeing of our asses- 
sisnane, and customary lands within our dutchie of Cornwall ; * 
he was also named one in the commission of peace by king 
Charles I., in 1625, and for the loan-money for the county of 
Huntingdon in the following year." 

It is not necessary here to pursue his fortunes in detail, as 
they are alluded to in the life of his nephew. " He was not,** 
says the cautious Mr. Noble, " an idle spectator in the dread- 
fill civil war which the tyranny of king Charles I., and the am- 
bition of the popular leaders of the house of commons, had 
involved this nation in; but remembering the many obligations 
he and his ancestors lay under to the crown, he determined to 
support the royal cause. For this purpose, he not only (at a 
very heavy expense) raised men, and gave large sums of money, 
but obliged hb sobs to take up arms, and go with the royal 
army ; and he was of greater use to his majesty than any per- 
son in that part yf the kingdom, by which he rendered himself 
particularly obnoxious to the parliament.** 

Of his nephew*8 visits to him at Ramsey mention is else- 
where made. No claim or favour of relationship, no consider- 
ation for his sinking and nearly squandered fortunes, could 
avail to move his faith. ** Nothing,*' pursues our authority, 
" was able to shake sir Oliver's loyalty ; he supported the royal 
party to the last ; for which, like many others, he was sen- 
tenced to have all his estates, both real and personal, seques- 
tered; but they were saved through the interposition, and 
for the sake of his nephew Oliver, then lieutenant-general : and 
the parliament, April 17. 1648, took off the sequestration, in 
which he is styled * sir Oliver Cromwell, of Ramsey-Moore, in 
the county of Huntingdon, knight of the bath.* During the 
whole of the usurpation, as well by the commonwealth as under 
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the goviinment of his relation Olivet, heMlow^d the etamplfc 
of the grandee loyalists, in courting priraey taid refireinent; 
and it is pretty singular, that the cc^ours whieh he and his sods 
Mok from the parliament forces continued dis|»lay^ in KaAsej 
church during the whole of the grand rebellion, and remained 
there until within thefte fifty years. This fortitude in dot 
eourting the fatour of the t>rotector is the more obserrable sad 
pmise-worthy, as from the repeated losses he had sustained 
from his loyalty, his numerous &mily, and want of economy in. 
both himself and his sons, the evening of his life was rendered 
very disagreeable upon pecuniary accounts ; he dying oppressed 
with a load of debts; although he had parted not only with 
most of his estates in Huntingdonshire (to whom I know not), 
but of his Other valuable manors, since none of these came to 
his heirs, to whom it is reasonable to conjecture he resigned up 
the whole of what he had left : for in the decree of chancery 
fbr dividing the f^ns, passed in 1652, his name is not men- 
tioned ; and his eldest son and heir-apparent is called lord of 
the manor of Ramsey, of which he was actual owner at that 
time. His death happened Aug. 26. 1655, in the ninetytiuEd 
jrear of his age t he was buried the same night (to prevent, it 
is said, his body's being seized by his creditors), in the cbureb 
of Ramsey; but there is no nlemorial of him, or of his fiimily, 
nor does there seem ever to have been any in that church ; but 
upon sounding, I discovered that there is a vault just entering 
into the chancel, where the Crom wells are said to be buried." 
Fuller sketches, in his oWn quaint style, the character of sir 
Oliver, as one of the worthies of Huntingdonshire; and tells us 
he is remarkable to posterity on a fourfold account : " First, for 
his hospitality, and prodigioUii entertainment of king James 
and his court : secondly, for his upright dealings in bargsia 
and sale with all chapmen, so that no man whosoever that pur- 
chased land of him was put to the charge of three pence to 
make his title ; yet he sold excellent pennyworths, insoraudi 
that sir John Leaman (once lord-niayor of London), who 
bought the fair manor of Warboiscj in this county, of him, 
affirmed, that it was the cheapest land that ever he bought, and 
yet the dearest that ever sir Oliver Cromwell sold: thirdly, 
for his loyalty, always beholding the usurpation and tyranny 
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of his nephew, god-ioii, and name-si^ke, with hatred and co^t. 
tempt I lastly, for his vivacity, who survived tQ he the oldest 
knight who was a gentleman; se^ng sir George Dalstont 
younger in years (yet still alive), was linighted 499>e di^ys h<«> 
fore him.** 

It will be only necessary to add, that sir Oliver married. 

Iwice : first, Elizabeth, daughter of sir Thomas Bromley, lord 

chancellor of England, upon whom was settled Ramsey, War* 

boys, Hinchinbrook, Higney, Broughton alias Broneton, and 

little Raveley. After her death he married, July 7. 1601, (at 

Baberham in Cambridgeshire, the place of her late husband'a 

residence) Ann, daughter of Egidius Hooftman, a gentleman 

of Antwerp, and widow of sir Horatio Palavicini» a noble Ge» 

noese. Upon this latter lady he settled the manors of Ramsey, 

Heigmongrove, Bury, Upwoodi and Wistow Meers; ei^cepl 

the r^tories in each of them, and the parishes called the old 

and new parishes, and the lands lying in those parishes; m» 

Ramsey, and the Chase, and the ground called Wychwood. 

She died at Hinchinbrook, and was buried at All Saints* church, 

in Huntingdon, April 26. 1626. By lady Elizabeth sif Oliver 

had six children ; and by lady Ann four* 



E. 
CROMWELL AND CHRISTINA. 

INTKODUCTION. 

Aftke the dissolution of the long parliament and on the eve of 
the seizure of the protectorate, Cromwell resolved to send 
Whitelocke as ambassador extraordinary to Sweden, to arrange 
a treaty with queen Chrbtina. Viscount Lisle, the other lord 
commissioner of the great seal, had been named for the office^ 
but Lisle*s presence promised to prove as available to Cromwell 
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in tbe designs he now held, as the absence of the «autious ami 
circumspect Wbitelocke, who had, as in every other great event 
of the time, objected to the dissolution of the parliament before 
it occurred, and acquiesced in it afterwards. Whitelocke, 
therefore, he was determined should go — and his conduct in 
achieving his point, was eminently characteristic. 

Wbitelocke had grave reasons for declining the service ; and 
many long and tearful conversations passed with his wife (tbe 
third who had helped to increase his family), in which those 
reasons are earnestly given. The voyage was a danger — the 
repulsive climate of Sweden was a danger — the health of 
lady Wbitelocke, then on the eve of confinement, an imminent 
danger — but worst and most dangerous of all had it been to 
disobey the lord general. His wife, with a woman's ready 
wit, endeavoured, by a sort of half- deserved conapliment, to 
infuse some spirit of resistance into him : — ** The lord general 
means no good to you," she said, " butt would be rid €3f you.** 
— ** Why," answered Wbitelocke, ** should he desire to be rid 
of me, when I may be serviceable to him beer?" — The wife 
readily retorted: " Though you are serviceable in some things, 
yet you are not thorough-jpaeed for them in all things, which they 
would have you to doe ; you refused to act in the great busi- 
ness ; you opposed the breaking of the parliament, and other 
unjust things,* " — ** But what further designes," afterwards 
asks the simple lawyer, ** can he have ? He exercises more power 
than any hing of England ever had or daymed,**-^** His am- 
bition," answers his wife, " is higher than we can imagine ; 
and you have often declared yourself for the law and rights of 
the people ; which, if they stand in his way, he will lay them, or 
yoU) or any thing aside." Similar language to this, — ^but with 

* Here, no doubt, allusion is made to the execution of Charles —and tiM 
remark which Whitelock instantly makes in the original dialogue, betrays 
a simple point in his character, and leaves it in much doubt, whether his 
only motive in opposing that great deed, was not simply to facilitate a 
courtship. ** Had I not done so," he remarks, *' you and I bsMl not met 
together.*' Lady Whttelocke loses no time in corroborating this. ** It waa 
the first thing I enquired of you," she gravely rejoms : *' my first hiuband 
nor you were engaged ; if you had^ I should not have Seen engaged to you. 
I believe you 1o«t by it much of the general's favour ; and he would take 
this occasion to lay you aside, that you might be no hindrance to hisliirtlier 
designs." 
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ft different purpose, — was held to the perplexed Whitelocke, 
by one of his tenants, at his seat in Bucks ; — " an ancient, sober^ 
discreet, and faithfull servant to Whitelocke and his father 
above forty years." This old countryman advised his mastei^ 
to go, because the ** okeat man,** as he calls Cromwell, desik'es 
him to go. Whitelocke rejoins, that that is true ; but he \§ 
not *< bound to obey** Cromwell. — ** I am deceived,** says the' 
shrewd old servant, ** if he will not be obeyed in what he hath 
a mind to.** — ** I am not under his commatad,** retorts White- 
locke ; ** what can he doe to me?** — ** What can he doe !" ex- 
elaims the experienced William Cooke, ** What can he not doe? 
Dont we uU see he does what he list. We poor countrymen arc; 
forced to obey him to our cost ; and if he have a mind to punish 
us or you, it *s an old proverbe, that it is an easie thing to find 
a staffe to beat a dogge : and I would not have you to anger 
him, lest you bring daunger and trouble too upon you and 
your family and state ; that *s thetrueth on*t.** 

Let us next view Whitelocke in conversation with the lord' 
general. He had received a very simple and short note, signed 
by Cromwell and Pickering (as of the council of state), but 
** all written with Cromwell's own hand,** intimating the office 
he was expected to discharge. Next morning he called on 
Pickering, told his wife's condition, and his reluctance to leave' 
England ; and implored his intercession with the lord general. 
Together they proceeded to the latter, and Whitelocke made' 
his appeal. *' I am very sorry,** quietly remarked Cromwell, 
** that the letter came no sooner to you. *' — '* I confess,** inter- 
posed sir Gilbert Pickering, ** it was my fault.**— «* Sir Gilbert,'* 
oharacteristically resumed Croipwell, ''would needs write a 
very fine Utter; and when he had done, did not like it himselfe. 
/ then took pen and inky and straightway wrote that letter to you. 
And the buisness is of exceeding great importance to the 
common- wealth, as any can be ; that it is : and there is no- 
prince or state in Christendome, with whom there is any pro* 
bability for us to have a friendship, butt only the queen of 
Sweden. She hath sent severall times to us, but we have re- 
turned no ambassy to her, only a letter by a young gentleman. 
She expects an ambassador from us ; and if we should not send: 
a man ofemineney to her, she would thinke herselfe tUyhted hy 



BBiTiaa trTArsausn. 
« is a l*dy of great honor, and ■tutda oueh iippiw 

Poor Whilelooka. aomavhM ■ofteiwcl i^ainat bia will, jM 
fotrnd (trengtb enough to renew hii impqrtunitiea of releiM m 
the grailnd of varioui iocaptciiiw h« alleged hintaelf to l»b»»r 
\er. ■'TtieiMiiil>c«U,''rttoii«dCroaiirell,— concealing biiowa 
rate and detennined vill under a (oirent of penuaww aad 
rcatf — "Ifae eouneell ha>e pilebed upon you iiiiiiiiiiiii—lj. 
be BtteM man in the nt^on for ibis urvice ; we kaow your 
itie*, having long conTened with f ou i we know you ha<n 
;uage% and hare liBTelled. and undentaitd tbe intertM ef 
istendome ; and I haie known you in the anny. to iDdim 
MhijUi and to be heatthful and strong, and of metde. dia- 
ioD. and parts, most fltl for this imployment : you an ■ 
nd; raUfy, n« ma* it lofiltfor it a» ymt art. We Inviw 
to be a genllenun of a good Taniily, related to peraems <t 
our ; and your present office of eomHusuoner of tbe taJi. 
make you the more acceptable to hn. I doe camestly 
re you to undertake it i wherein you wiD doe an set of 
It merit and advantage to the oommon-weallh, as great i> 
one member t>f it can perfonne ; and which will be a 
I accepted by Ibeni. Tbe buitnes is tcry honorable, and 
leding likely (o baTS good auccesse. Her publiquc inini*- 
beer have already agreed uppon most of the materiull ati 
ne points of the buisnea ; if il had not been such an ^ 
imeat, we vould not have putt you uppon it ; the baisia 
'ade, and of the funds and touching the Dutch, are sued 
here cannot be any of greater eonsequence. "" 
^ith the little spirit remaining to him, Whiteloeke inla>- 
■d once more the eondiiiou of his wife, Ibr at least a tittle 
y. — " I know," replied CrtHncell, " my lady ia a good 
aan, and a religious woman, and vill be contented to suffer 
tie absence of her husbsnd for the publique good ; and hr 
time i^ tbe year, really the life of tbe buiancf coiknMi la 
dispatch of it alt this time i the Dutch are tampering witk 
queen, butt she holds them aS, expecting to bear frnm na.' 
t interview ended with the gnat of a week' 
be ambassadtH malgii M- 
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At the week*8 end, Whitelocke again presented himself at 
the chamber of the lord general— again to implore of him a 
release from the embassy. " There is no one in England,'* 
quietly observed Cromwell, << so fitt for it as you.** Silent to 
IVhitelocke's redoubled pleas of incapacity, the lord general 
obstinately resumed, ** I know your education, travayle, and 
language, and experience have fitted you for itt ; you know the 
affiiyres of Christendome as well as most men, and of England, 
as well as any man, and can give as good an account of them. 
I think no man can serve his countrey more then you may 
herein; indeed I think »o j and therefore I make it my. par- 
tieular tuit and earnest request to you to undertake it, and I 
hope you will show a little regard to me in it ; and I assure 
you that you shall have no cause to repent it.** , Wonderful in- 
deed was Cromwell's power of persuasion ! but the uxorious 
. Whitelocke hesitated still. " My lord, I am very ready to 
testify my duety to your excellency, I acknowledge your many 
fiivors to me, and myselfe an officer under your command, and 
to owe you obedience. Butt your excellency will not expect 
it from me in that wherin I am not capable to serve you ; and^ 
therefore, I make it my most humble suit to be excused from 
this service.** Humble but vain I " For your abilities," Crom- 
well reiterated, as though Whitelocke had not meanwhile 
spoken, ** I am satisfied ; I know no man so fitt for it as 
yourselfe ; and if you should' decline it (as I hope you will 
not) the commonwealth would suffer extremely by it, your 
own profession might suffer likewise, and the protestant interest 
would suffer by it. Indeed you cannot be excused The hearts 
of all the good people in thia nation (/) are sett uppon it, to hav^ 
you undertake this service ; and if you should waive it, being 
thus, and att such a time when your going may be the most 
likely means to settle our buisnes with the Dutch and Danes, 
and all matters of trade, (and none, I say again, can doe it 
better then you,) the commonwealth would be att an extreame 
prejudice by your refusall. Butt I hope you will hearken 
to my request, and lett me prevayle with you to undertake 
it : neither you nor yours, I hope, shall ever have any cause to 
wish you had not done it." 

Whitelocke wavers sensibly at last, and observes cautiously 
VOL. VI. T 
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tmd enquiringly, ** My lord, when a man is out of sight, he 
is out of mind. Though your excellency be just and honor- 
able, yett your greater a£fayres calling you off, those to vhom 
matters of correspondence and supplyes must be re fer red will 
perhaps forget one trho is a&rre of, and not be so sensible of 
extremities in a foreign oountrey as those who suffer under 
them.** — ** I will engage to take,** at once answered Cromwdl, 
** particular care of those matters myseUe, and that you ahsD 
neither want supplyes nor any thing that is fitt for you : yos 
shall be sett out with as much honor as ever any ambassador 
Was from Engird. I shall hold myselfe particularly obliged 
to you if you will undertake it ; and unU stick eu dose to pm 
a$ your skm is to yourJUsh, You shall want nothing either 
for your honour and equipage, or for power and trust to be 
reposed in you, or for correspondence and supplyes when yoo 
are abroade ; I promise you, my lord, you shall not^ I wnU mdt 
it my buisnes to see it done. The parleraent and counedl, a» 
well as myselfe, will take it very well and thankfully finoa 
you to accept of this imployment ; and all people, e^eeisl^ 
the good people of the nation, will be much satisfyed with h ; 
and, therefore, my lord, I make it againe my earnest leqnot 
to you to accept this honorable imployment.** 

A pause now followed, and Whitelocke consented to ga 
Then, in proportion to his quiet determination to take ao 
refusal, was the abundance of Cromwell's protestations of 
gratitude at not having received one! Nothing can more 
strikingly illustrate the man. " My lord, I doe most heartily 
thanke you for accepting the implojrment, whereby yon hafc 
testified a very great respect and fiivonr to me, and aSeetioB 
to the commonwealth, which will be very well taken by dicB. 
And I assure you, that it is so gratefull to me, who, uppea 
my particular request, have prevayled with you, that I sfad 
never forgett this fiivor, but endeavour to requite it to yoo and 
yours. Really, my lord, I shaJL And I will acquaint the 
councell with it, that we may desire further conference with 
you." 

Happily does this interview end with Whitelocke'k r^ 
mark of himself, that ** he went away well pleased ;* osr 
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was his pleasure diminished by a messenger from Cromwell» 
who arrived a few days after at his house in Chelsea. " Crom<» 
well sent one of his gentlemen with a present to Whitelocke — 
a sword, and a payre of spurres, richly inlaid with gould, of a 
noble work and fashion." All the care he bad now was to 
quiet bis wife as well as he ^uld, and to this end he exerted 
himself with reasonable success. 

The interview of leave took place on the 30th of Octoberi 
1653. Cromwell repeated all his assurances to him- with 
redoubled earnestness, gave him various hints of policy and 
csonduct in the management of the treaty and its objects, and 
granted him every request he asked of personal favour. Whiter 
locke then finally implored him never to **give credit to whis* 
perings, or officious words, or letters of pickthanks, behind 
my backe.** — *' I shall not easily give beliefe," Cromwell assured 
him, ** to such backbiters. / hate them. And what I shall 
be informed of your actions abroade will hardly create in me 
an ill opinion of them before I be cerHfyed from ycwedftJ^ 
** It may be your excellence will heare,** pursued the wily 
lawyer, **that I am ffreat with tome eavoMere when I am 
abroade, and that I make much of them ; and truely that may 
well be. / love a civility to aU, especially to persons of con* 
dition, though enemies ; and have ever used it, and perhaps 
may use it more thin ordinary when I am abroade, and to 
those of the king's party ; and by them I may be the better 
inabled to secure myselfe, and to underetand their detipnti 
which will be no disadvantage to your affiiyres ; nor shall I 
ever betray those, or any persons by whom I am trusted." 
<< / thinke eueh a earryage towards them,** earnestly answered 
Cromwell, *< wtS be prudent, and fit far you touee; and it will . 
never occasion in me, nor I hope in any other sober men, the< 
least jealousy of your fidthfiillness ; butt it may much tend to youn 
security and to the good of your buisnes. "^« I have butt one thing; 
more," concluded the ambassador, *< to trouble your excellence 
with ; that is, my humble thanks for all your favors, and, par- 
ticularly, for the noble present I received from your hand.** 
'* I pray, my lord," answered the lord general kindly, ** doe not 
speake of so poore a thing ; if there were opportunity fi>r nm 
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to doe honor to your lordship, I assure you, that trj iieV 
should goe before you.** 

It will have been observed throughout these inteniev^ 
that, though Cromwell was still, to all appearance, only i 
private individual, with no other charge than as lord genenl 
of the army and a member of the council of state, his aotiiA- 
rity and power were already single and absolute, in t&eL Hk 
earnest anxiety for this treaty with Sweden were not, kc v 
add, assumed ; though many of his protestations to Wbito> 
locke were. The importance of Sweden, in the great difiaai 
of the European governments into Catholic and Protcstait, 
as the mqst considerable of the Protestant monarchies, wiwa 
alliance the republic claimed, need not be pointed out to tiic 
well-informed historical rieader ; and the motive to a paftct 
alliance with Sweden had been strongly increased by the^ 
patbies -awakened in Cromwell's mind, when the frank td 
masculine spirit of the young queen who then held the St*- 
dish throne stood out boldly firom the other feeble and vad^ 
lating crowned heads of Europe, and at once^ with didi^ 
resolution, acknowledged the English republic. 

Christina, queen of Sweden, was now not twenty-Kia 
years old. She was the daughter of a hero, Gustavus hU- 
phus, and had inherited the spirit of a hero. Her eccentnei* 
ties are. matter of history. Among them — Ibr in a crovnei 
head this is an eccentricity indeed — should be name^ fiis^kr 
passionate encouragement of literature, and of learned nxoi 
inspired,' it should be added, by her own great talents ui 
acknowledged learning. When the great work against th 
leaders of the English commonwealth, written by SalmaiiBSi 
at the suggestion of Charles the Second's court, had Insi 
finished, that iamous controversialist went, for his best 
to the court of Christina. He was received there with 
greatest distinction. The cold climate of Stockholm, bo' 
proved too much for his health, and the young queen 
is said to have spent hours with him alone by his bedside, an^ 
to have performed for him all the functions which are 
sary to a valetudinarian. Fatally for Salmasius, however, Jtfil* 
ton's ** Defensto" reached Stockholm, in. the very midst i 



APPENDIX. $25 

Ikese ultra courtesies from royalty. Christina read the immor- 
tal treatise of the English writer — *< devoured it,'* as was saicU 
and proclaimed everywhere in the circles of her capital, that 
glory should belong to the name of Milton. Salmiftius could 
not but hear this, and yet the queen was ** too hum me and 
considerate to reverse the treatment with which she had 
honoured him." The delicacy of the defeated scholar then 
rose equal to her own. He proposed, for his health's sak«, 
removal to a milder climate, and Christina dismissed him with 
honour. 

For the court of this queen it was, that Whitelocke, on the 
5th of November, 16.53, with a magnificent suite of officers 
and attendants, set sail as ambassador to the English common- 
wealth. And at this court it was that several delightful scenes 
and dialogues occurred, which not only illustrate the character 
and influence of the great subject of this volume in a novel 
and interesting manner, but also disclose, better than any 
records else, the more sterling as well as charming aspects of 
the character of Christina. Whitelocke arrived in Stockholm 
only a few months before she astonished Europe by the resig- 
nation of her crown, at a time when no one disputed it, and 
all her people loved her. 

WHITELOCKK FIRST SEES CHEISTIKA J^ HSR MAGNIFICENT 
FALACE, AND IS NOT AFRAID. 

As soon as he came within this roome, he putt of his hatt, 
and then the queen putt of her cappe, after the fashion of men, 
and came two or three steppes forward uppon the fbot carpet. 
This, and her being covered, and rising from her seate, caused 
Whitelocke to know her to be the queen, which otherwise had 
not bin easy to he discerned : her habit being of plaine grey 
stuffe, her petticote reached to the ground ; over that a jackett, 
such as men wearc, of the same stuffe, reaching to her knees ; 
on her left side, tyed with crimson ribbon, she wore the Jewell 
of the order of Amaranta ; her cuffes ruffled k la mode ; no 
gorgett or band, butt a blacke skarffe about her neck, tyed 
before with a blacke ribbon, as soldiers and marriners sometimes 
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use to weare; her hayre was breaded, and hung loose nppon 
her head ; she wore a black velvet cappe lined with sahki» and 
turned up, after the ftshion of the countrej^ which she uKd 
to putt off and on as men doe their hattes. Her oountenancc 
was sprightly, Imt somewhat pale ; she had much of migeatj in 
her demeanor, and though her person were of the smaller tsat, 
yett her mienne and carriage was very noble. [Here Whitfr' 
locke describes his kissing her hand, ** which ceremony all am* 
bassadors used to this queen," and other matters. ] The qoeeae 
was very attentive whilst he spake, and comming up dose to 
him, by her looks and gestures (as was supposed) would 
have daunted him ; but those who have bin conversant in die 
late great affiiyres in England, are not so soon as others ap- 
paled with the presence of a young lady and her servantai 



CHRISTINA TELLS WHITXLOCKZ, AT THEIR FIRST FRIVAtl 

iirrxRVizw, her opinion of croicwell — and enquires n 

IT IS'RSALLT true THAT HE FRAT8 AND PaJBACHES. 

Wh. [ The queen Tiaving read his Latin inttnictionM,'\ I see 
your majesty understands the Latin perfectly, and will find 
heer sufficient authority given me for this buisnes. 

Qu. I have Latin enough to serve my turne, and the audio- 
Tity given to you is very iiiU. Uppoh what perUculars will the 
parlement thinke fitt to ground the alliance between the two 
nations? 

Wh. If your majesty please, I shall present you with the 
perticulars in writing, in French or Latin, as you shall com- 
mand. 

Qu. It will be best in Latin, because I shall take advice 
in it. 

Wh. I shall doe it as your majesty directs. 

Qu. Your generaU is one of the gaUaniest men in the iporld; 
never were such things done ashy the English in your late war. 
Your generaU hath done the greatest things of any man in tht 
world; the Prince of Conde is next to him, butt short of him, I 
have as great a respect and honor for your generally as for eaq 
man alive i and I pray, lett him know as much from me. 



)t 



APPENDIX. S2T. 

Wh. My generall is indeed a very brave man ; his actions 
flihoir it : and I shall not &y\e to signify to him the great 
honor of your mi^esty*8 respects to him ; and I assure your 
migestyt he hath as high honor for you as for any prince in 
Christendome. 

Qn. I have bin told that many officers of your army will 
titemselTes pray and preach to their soldiers ; .is that true ? 

Wh. Yes, madame, it is very true. When ther ennemies 
are swearing, or debauching, or pillaging, the officers and sol* 
diers of the parlement*s army use to be encouraging and ex- 
horting one another out of the Word of God, and praying 
together to the Lord of Hosts for his blessing to be with them ; , 
who hath showed his approbation of this military preachings 
by the successes he hath given them. 
>Qu. That*s well. Doe you use to doe so too ? 
Wh. Yes ; uppon some occasions, in my own family ; and 
thinke it as proper for me, being the master of it, to admonish 
and speake to my people when there is cause, as to be behold- 
ing to another to doe it for .me, which sometimes brings thet 
chaplein into more credit then his lord. 

Qu. Doth ifour generaU and other great officers do so ? 
Wh. Yes, madame, very often, and very welL Nevertheless^ 
they maintain chapleins and ministers in their houses and 
regiments ; and such as are godly and worthy ministers have 
as n^uch respect, and as good provision in England, as in any 
place of Christendome. Yet *tis the opinion of many good 
men with us, that a long cassake, with a silke girdle, and a. 
great beard, do not make a learned or good preacher, without 
gifts of the Spirit of God and labouring in his vineyard ; and^ 
whosoever studies the Holy Scripture, and is enabled to doe 
good to the souls of others, and indeavours the same, is no 
where forbidden by that Word, nor is it blameable. The offi- 
cers and soldiers of the parlement held it not unlawfuU, whea 
they carryed their lives in their hands, and were going to 
adventure them in the high places of the field, to incourage 
one another out of His Word who commands over all : and thia 
had more weight and impression with it than any other word 
could have ; and was never denyed to be made use of butt by- 
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the popish prelates, who hy no ineanes would admit lay peo- 
ple (as they call them) to gather from thence that instmctiaff 
and comfort which can no where else be found. 

Qu. Methinks y<m preach very wefi, and have now made a 
^food sermon, I assure you I like it very well. 

Wh. Madame, I shall account it a great happiness if any of 
my words may please you. 

- Qu. Indeed, sir, these words of yours doe very much please 
me ; and I shall be glad to hear you oftener on this stnyne»^ 
Butt I pray tdl me, where did your generally and you his ojfittn, 
Jeame ^is way of praying and prating yomndveef 

Wh. We learnt it from a neer friend of your majesty, wboK 
BOtemory all the protestant interest hath cause to hoiMSr. 

Qi7. My friend ! who was that ? 

Wh. It wa$ yow father, the great king Guetaoue Adolphu, 
who, upon his first landing in Germany (as many then present 
have testifyed), did himselfe in person upon the shoare, on hir 
knees, give thanks to God for his safe landing, and befiue his 
soldiers himsdfe prayed to God for his blessing upon that 
imdertaking; and he would frequently exhort his peo- 
ple out of God*s Word : and God testifyed his great liking 
tiiereof, by the wonderful successes he was pleased to Touchsde 
to that gallant king. 

CBaiSTIKA, STRUCK BT WHrr BLOCK B*S FRUDICNCE IN A LOHO 
rONFERKNCB OF STATE, BECOMETH COKVIDENTIAI. AT JtS 
J CLOSE. 

Qu. You speake very fully, and truly, of the interest of the 
severall princes and states of Europe. I do extreamly like 
^e busines, and will prepare a roemoire of some proposaUs 
concerning it, and give it to you to send into England ; but 
speed, and vigour, and secrecy, are requisite heerin. And I 
must injoyne you to acquainte no body with this discourse hd 
only yow generaU Cromwdl, whose word I shall relye uppon: 
but I would not have this matter made knowne to any other 
whatsoever ; and I desire you not to speake of it to any of my 
own ministers, nor of any thing else relating to your negoti* 
ation, butt what I shall give iray unto. 
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Wr. Madame, I shall fidthfully obey your majesty's com- 

iilnds, and not rereale any tittle of these matters without- 
your permission. 

Qja. Have you noi heard in England^ ihat I was to marry the 
King of Scotts 9 

Wh. It hath bin reported so in England, and tiiat letters 
have passed between your majesty and him for that purpose ; 
and that your majesty had a good affection for the king of 
Sootts. 

. Qv. I eonfsese ^at letters have past between us; JnU this I 
witt assure you, that I wiU not marry that king ; he is a young 
man, and in a condition sad enough ; though I respect him 
Tery much, yett I shall never marry him, you may be well 
assured. Butt I shall tell you, under secrecy, that the king 
of Scotts lately sent a letter to the prince Palatin, my cousen, 
and with it the order of a knight of the garter to the prince ; 
butt the messenger had the witt to bring it first to me ; and 
when I saw itt and had read the letter, I threw it into Ihe^rCy 
mnd would not suffer the George to he ddivered to my eotwcn." 



WHITEI,OCKE*S SKYICK IN WUTINO PB.ITATXLT tO CEOMWBLL, 
ALSO HIS DXTICE IN DELITXEING PRESENTS FROM ME. HUGH 
PXTEB.S TO CHEISTINA. 

t 

Wh. I leave with my general], or with the secretary of the 
oouncell, two glasses of water, which I make : with the one of 
the waters I write my letters, having two like glasses of waters 
with myselfe. The letter, thus written, no man can possibly 
reade, no more than if it were written with fayre water ; but 
wash over this letter with the water in the other glasse, and it 
tumes it to blacke, and just as if it had bin written with inke. 

Qn. That is a curious way indeed : and have you of those 
waters beer? 

Wh. Yes, madame, I make them myselfe, and have left one 
of them with my generall ; so that no creature can reade bis 
or my letters without them. 

Qu. What huge dogge is this 9 
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Wh. It is an English mastifife, vhieh I brought with me, 
and it seems jt broke hote and followed me even to this 
place. 

Qu. Is he gentle and well conditioned ? 

Wh. The more courage they have, the more gentle they 
are ; this is both. Four majesty may ttroake him, 

Q,n. I have heard of the fierceness o£ these dq^es ; Mlt is 
very gentie, 

Wh. They are very gentlC} unlesse provoked, and of a 
generous kind ; no creature hath more mettle or fiutfifuIbiesB 
then they have. 

Qu. Is it your dogge ? 

Wh. I cannot tell ; some of my people told me, that one 
Mr. Peters sent it for a present to the queen. 

Qu. Who is that Mr. Peters ? 

Wh. a minister, and great servant to the parlement. 

Qu. Thai Mr, Peters sent me a letter 9 

Wh. He is a great admirer of your majesty ; butt to pre- 
sume to send a letter, or a dogge, for a present to a qii<* ' / 
thought above him, and notfitt to ; red to your majesty, 

Qu. I have many letters from private persons ; Ait letter mi 
the dogge doe bdong to me, and are my goods ; and I wiB hose 
them* 

Wh. Tour majesty commands in chiefe, and all ought t» 
obey you, and so will I ; not only as to. the letter and dogger 
but likewise as to another part oi his present, a great EngSsk 
cheese of his eountrey making* 

Qu. I do kindly accept them from him; and see thalt yom tend 
my goods to me, 

Wh. I will not fayle to obey your majesty. 



The queen was pleased to take notice herselfe, and to pro> 
mise to give order for supply, of some accommodations which 
were heer wanting to Whitelock and bis company; and a> 
they parted in much droBerye* 
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CHKUTINA INTXBIftTS HKR8XLF IN THE DOMXSTIC AFFAIRS OF 
CaOMWXLL •— FAOPHSCIITH HIS SXSIRI TO BX KINO, SIMPLE 
IiORD GENERAL AS HE IS — AND STARTLETH WBITELOCKS 
WITH SOME DELICATE QUESTIONS, AS ALSO WITH A PIECE OF 
PLAIN SPEAKINO. 

Qu. Hath your general a wi£e and children ? 

Wb. He hath a wife and five children. 

Qu. What family were he and his wife of? 

Wh. He was of the fiiinily of a baron*, and his wife the 
like from Bourchiers. 

Qu. Of what parts are his children? 

Wh. His two sons and three daughters are all of good parts 
and liberall education. 

Qu. Some unworthy mention and mistakes have been made 
to me of them. 

Wh. Your majesty knows that to be frequent ; butt from 
^e you shall have nothing butt truth. 

Qu. Much of the story of your generall hath some paralell 
with that of my ancestor, Gustavus the First, who, from a 
private gentleman of a noble fiunily, was advanced to the title 
of marshall of Sweden, because he had risen up and rescued 
his country fit>m the bondage and oppression which the king 
of Denmarke had putt upon them, and expelled that king ; 
and, for his reward, he was att last elected king of Sweden ; 
and / heiieve that your generaU will be king of England in con- 
dusum, 

Wh. Pardon me, madame, tiiat cannot be, because Eng- 
land is resolved into a commonwealth ; and my generaU hath 
already sufficient power and greatness, as generall of all their 
forces both by sea and land, which may content him. 

Qu. JReMolve what you unU, I heiieve he reedvee to be king ; 
and hardly can any power or greatness be called sufficient, 
when the nature of man is so prone (as in these dayes) to all 
ambition. 

* ThU and knighthood were often oonfiued in that day. ; 
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Wh. I find no such nature in my generalL (1) 

Q,u. It may easily be concealed till an opportunity 
and then it will shew itselfe. 

Wh. All are mortall men, subject to affections. 

Q,v. How many wivet have you had? 

Wh. I haye had three wives. 

Qu. Haoe you had ehikbreu by aU ofAem? 

Wh. Yes, by every one of them. 

Qu. Par Dieu vaua ettes incorrigible I * 

Wh. Madame, I have bin a true servant to your sexe ; and 
as it was my duety to be kind to my wives, so I count it my 
happiness, and riches, and strength, to have many children. 

Qu. You have done well ; and if children doe prove well, it 
is no small nor usuall blessing. 

[Much more discourse her majesty moved of private mattery 
whereby she made experiment if the truth would be told her; 
it appearing that the partieukart were known to her hefortj and 
that she had good intelligence. She was pleased with some 
earnestness to' say.] ' 

Qu. You are hypocritee and diseemblere, 

Wh. For myselfe, I can have little of design (especially in 
jour cQuntrey) to dissemble ; I aljrays hated hjrpocrisy as t 
thing unworthy a Christian or a gentleman ; and my generaS 
hath not bin charged with that odious crime. 

Qu. I do not meane either your generall or yourselfe ; bni 
J thinke that in England there are many, who make prqfeegum tf 
more holyness then it in them, hoping for adftantage by it, 

THX WXSX OXSNSTIEENX IllTSRZffnD IW CmOMWXU. 

At this meeting, the chancellor inquired much of WbifaD- 
locke, concerning CromwelPs age, health, children* fiunily, 
temper, &c., and sayd, that Cromwell was one of the gallantest 
men that this age had brought forth ; and the tfainges which 

* So Charles IL thoi^ht, in a ban mot be aeems to hare borrowed ftoBB 
the naive Christina. It is related of him that, when the obsequious Wiiite- 
locke waited on his migesty at the Restoration, to beg his pardon for all he 
had transacted against him, Charles laughed and said : — *< Oo, go, good 
Whiteloelce, go and live in the country, and take care of your wifeaoCywir 
one and thirty children ! '* ~~ Stag. BrU, tu. 4831. 
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he had done argued as much courage and wisdome in him aa 
any actions that the world had seen for many years. In which 
discourse Whitelocke did not omit to doe right to the generall 
and tO/ the parlement ; and informed the chanceUor fully of 
their courses, actions, counsells, and successes^ 

NXWS OF CROMWBLL's USUKPATION KSACHETH STOCKHOLM. 

Qn. Par Dieu, I heare the same respect and more to your 
generall and to you, then I did before ; and I had rather have 
,to doe with one then with many. 

Wh. I may very well believe it; and returne thanks to 
your majesty for the continuance of your respects to England, 
and to my generall, and to his servant ; your majesty under- 
stands he hath a new title, butt his power was not meane before. 

Qu. It was very great before, and I thinke it greater now 
and therefore better for England, butt subject to envy ; and 
/ teU you, under secrecy , Vtat my chanceUor would formerly have 
bin $0 in Sweden when I W€U. youngi butt could not attaine it ; 
butt if he was my enemy, yett I should say, that he is a wise 
and a gallant man ; and if your generall were the greatest 
enemy I have, yett I should give him his due, that he is a 
,wise and brave man, and AoM done the greatest things of any 
man alive* 1 much ^esire his friendship, and am heartily glad 
of his present condition. 

Christina's opihion op ths protxctobats, and uxa wisk 

ADVICB. 

Qa. Sir, you are welcome still to me ; and, if possible, 
more than before the change. 

Wh. Madame, it is your goodness and favor to a gentleman, 
a stranger in your country, who truly honors your majesty ; 
and you are pleased to show much respect to my generalL 

Qu. Your generall is a gallant man, and you are fit to serve 
any prince in Christendome. 

Wh. I may without vanity thinke the better of him, and 
of myselfe, because of your majesty's judgment 

Qu. My judgement is, that your affayres in England aie 
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much<amended, and better established, by this change, then 
before. 

Wh. We hope that our God will give us a settlement ; and 
we have found miuh of his &vor therein already^ and dooibt 
not of the continuance thereof to us. 

Q,u. Is your new government by a protector di£ferent from 
what it was before as to monarchy, or is the alteration in all 
points ? 

Wh. The government is to be the same as formerly, by 
successive representatives of the people in parlonent; only 
the protector is the head or chiefe magistrate of the commoiK 
wealth. 

Qu. He is a gallant man ; and I pray lett him know, diatno 
person hath a greater esteem and respect for him then I have: 

Wh. I presume then, that his letters to your nugesty wifl 
not be unwellcome. 

Qu. They shall be most wellcome to me. 

Wh. I then present these new credentialls to your mi^es^ 
from his highnes my lord protector. 

Qn. What is the reason that the protector's name is pslt 
first in the letters ? 

Wh. The protector's name, signed by himselfie, is at tfat 
bottome of the letter ; and the naming of him first is because 
he writes to your migesty, and is the constant fimne in Eng- 
land used to all other princes and states. 

Qn. If it he u$ed to ether princes I am satisfy&Iy and ezpeet 
no other. What is the substance of your new government ? 

Wh. I shall shew your majesty the instrument of our nev 
government, whereof a copy is sent me ; and I shall teade 
such parts of It to your majesty in French, as may satisfy yoo. 

[Then Wbitelocke read unto the queen some parts of tbe 
instrument of governement : and, when he came to the title, 
she sayd.] 

Qu. Why is the title protector^ vohen the potoer is kingfy f 

Wh. I cannot satisfy your majesty of the reasons of tins 
title, being att so great a distance from the inventors of it 

Qu. New titleSf with tovereign power, proved prefudieitdi if 
the state of Rome, 
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Wh. One of your mi^esty's ancestors was not permitted to 
keep the title of marshall of Sweden. 

Qn. Be wa» afterwards kinp,'and thai wiU he next for your 
protecUtr, 

Wh. That will not be so consonant to our oothmonwealth 
as it was to your crown. 

Qu. It is an honor to our nation, that you have looked into 
the story of it. 

Wb. It is the duety of an ambassador to study tlie history 
of that crown to which he is imployed. 

Qu. It becomes you well, butt why is your new govemp 
ment so severe against the Roman catholiques ? 

Wb. It is not more severe against them then it was formerly, 
and in some things lesse. 

Qu. Me^nh^ that ffou, who ttand so much for liberty, should 
oMow it to them, at well as to others, in a toBeration of them, 

Wh. Their principles are held contrary to the peace of the 
nation, and therefore they are not toUerated the publique 
.exercise of those principles : they hold your majesty's pro- 
fession and ours to be heretical!, and a forreign power to be 
above you, and above our oonunonwealth. 

Qu. I%ose among them, who understand themsdoes, an of 
another opinion ; and it is pitty they should be persecuted fir 
their conscience saksm 

Wh. We are not for persecution in any point of conscience ; 
but we expect a submission to the civil magistrate, and nothing 
to be done to the disturbance of our peace. 

Qu. That is fitt to be preserved with aU care. Is your pro^ 
ttetor sacred as other kings are 9 

Wh. He is not anointed and crowned : those eeremoniies 
were not used to him. 

Qu. His power u the same with that of king, and why 
should not his title have been the same? 

Wh. It is the power which makes the title, and not the title 
the power ; our protector thinkes he hath enough of both. 

Qu. He is hardly a mortaU man Aen § butt he hath brought 
his buisnes notably to passe, and hath done great things. / 
give you my hand for it, thai I have a great value fir him. 
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THX 8WZDI8H CHANCELLOR OXXKSTIKKNX BISCUSSKTB CEOK- 

WXLL*S nSURFATlON WITH WHXTKLOCKE. SOME HOME TROTHS 

EVADED BT THE LAWTER-AHBASSADOR. 

Chak. I doe like your settlement the better, because the 
power of the protector is limited by your lawe ; there remaones 
nothing for him now to do butt to gett him a back and bnad 
of Steele, 

Wh. Without limitation in the power of a chiefe ma^ 
trate, it will be hard to distinguish him from a tyrant ; bat 
what meaneth my fiither by a back and breast of Steele ? 

Chan. I meane the confirmation of his being pratedtar to k 
made by your parlement, which will be his best and greatest 
strength. 

Wh. For your further satisfaction of the settlednes of go- 
yemment, I have caused the writing or instrunaent, agreed 
uppon in our last change, to be translated into Latin, that yoa 
may peruse it 

Chan. Is the protector and the people bound to an obser- 
vation of this* instrument ? 

Wh. This is agreed uppon, as to the rule of govememeD^ 
to oblige both the people to obey it, and the protector to 
goveme according to it 

Chan. From whom is this power derived, and given to As 
proteUor 9 and who had power to ordaine it to be binding to tk 
people, 

Wh. The parlement, then sitting, found the peaee dt the 
commonwealth in danger to be againe disturbed, and the msnf 
divisions in the nation hardly to be cured ; they thereopoa 
judged it the best and most eipedient way, to prevent the mb- 
chie& threatened, to make choise of a head of the conunon- 
wealth, and the generall to be the fittest and worthiest penon 
for that office and trust; and therefore they, by a solemn 
writing, did resigne their power and authority into the bandi 
of the generall, and desired him to accept of the govemement 
as chiefe magistrate, under the title of protector ; (! I) and Is 
this, the officers and soldiers of the armies and navies, (be 



magistrates of Loiidon, the principall judges of England, and 
divers noblemen, gentlemen, and persons of quality and faith'* 
fulnesse to the common interest and peace of the nation, did 
assent, and were present in a solemne meeting, where he was 
swome to observe this instrument ; and the people generally^ 
by their acclamations, testifyed their agreement tberunto.(! 1 !) 
Chan. This seems to bei an election hy the sword, and pre- 
Tayling party of the nation ; and tueh precedents in other 
eountryes hate proted danngerous and not durahie. 

Wh. God hath thus ordered it ; and I heare there is a gene^ 
rail cicquiescenee and svbmission to it,(//) and the supreame law 
of salus populi seemed to require this change : and though he 
were the generall that is chosen to be the head, yett the soldiers 
were not sole but joint actors in this designation. 

Chah. Such military elections of the Roman emperors, and 
in other nations, proved fataU to the ptdtUque peace and liberty, 

Wh. 1 hope this may prove a means for the conservation of 
our peace and freedome. 

Chak. Doe you hold this to be an dection, or rather a military 
imposition, of your chiefe governor 9 

Wh. It is certainly a very generall agreement of persons in 
power and authorityf and of principall interest in the nation, to 
sett up this government, and therefore may be hoped to con- 
tinue as firme as those elections of kings by a few great men 
only, which was used in yours and the neighbour oountryesby 
f the senators. 

* Crak. Those eleetions by the senatorst formerly made, raysed 
great fictions, and occasioned much eiviU war and misery ; ther- 

* fi>re our Rieksdagh judged it necessary to alter that course of 
^ elections of our kings, and to settle the crown in an hereditary 
;' succession, which proves more peaceful! and prosperous then 
( those elections. 

I Wh. Thb was a great change, yett fbrein treatyes were 
i still kept with you. I was borne under hereditary kings, and 
I do not disprove of that govemement ; yett I hope our com- 
it monwealth, as now constituted, will also flourish and afford 
i liberty and advantage to the people under it, and be as fixed 

f VOL* yi> z 
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as any other ; and if you (my noble fiithefe) have as good to 
opinion therof as I have, our treaty will ka-ve. tiie better imm. 

Chan. The great dovbi toiU be of the permamency ihtn^fim 
"being so much subject to changes ; and then how will our tio^ 
oe observed ? 

Wh. I suppose that the treatyes, which jou made viA 
other states in the names of your electiTe kings, doe yett le- 
maine good, and are observed in the time of your hereditvj 
queen. I come not to treate with you eoneeming the inlont 
of my generall, now protector, but concerning the inteiest of 
England, and on the behalfe of the commonTrealtfa and people 
of England to treate with the crown of Sweden, and oa tk 
behalfe of the people of Sweden ; and whether the besi d 
either people be called king or queen, or protector, and tis 
nation be called a oommonweiEdtii or a kingdome, yett die 
people's interest is the same, and of equall force att one tint 
or another. 

Chak. Sod, I am satisfyed with your reasons, and eon^nnce^ 
that we may safely proceed in a treaty with you. 



CHRISTINA AKD HKR LADIES AT WHITSI.OCIQB*S 3CAT-IUI 

EMTSRTAINMBHT. 

Her msgesty to expresse her contentment in this collatiflB, 
was full of pleasantnes and gaity of spirit, both in supper-binc 
and afterwards : among other frollickes, she conunanded Whhe- 
locke to teach her ladyes the English salutation ; whickf <^ 
some pretty defences, their lips obeyed, and Whitdoeke me^ 
readily. 



WHrrELOCKE STANDBTH UP FOR THE HONOR OF ENGLANB. 

[The master of the ceremonies came to Whitelocke fiom the 
queen, to desire hb company this evening att a masque : sai 
they had this discourse.] 

Wh. Present my thankes to her majesty, and tell herj wil 
waite uppon her. 
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Mr. What would your excellence expect in matter of pre- 
fsedence, as in case you should meet with any other ambassador 
aft the masque ? 

Is Wb. I shall expect that which belongs to me as ambassador 
firom the commonwealth of England* Scotland, and Ireland ; 
smd I know no other ambassador now in this court besides 
inyseU^^ except the ambassador of the king of Denmarke, who 
I suppose hath no thoughts of precedence before the English 
amfoaasador, who is resolved not to give it him if he should 
expect it. 

Mr. Perhaps it may be insisted on, that he of Denmarke 
is not ambassador to the protector, a new name, and not sacr^e. 
Wh. Whosoever shall insiBt on that distinction will be mis- 
taken ; and I understand no difiference of power between king 
and protector, or anointed or not anointed ; and ambassadors 
are the same publique ministers to a protector or common- 
wealth, aa to a prince or sultan. 

Mr. There hath always been a difibrenee observed between 
the publique ministers of kings, and of commonwealths, or 
princes of inferior titles. 

Wh, The title of protector (as to a sovereign title) hath not 
yett bin determuied in the world, as to superiority or inferiority 
to other titles ; but I am sure that the nation of England hath 
ever bin determined superior to that of Denmarke. I repre- 
sent the nations of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the 
protector, who is chiefe of them ; and the honor of these 
nations Ought to be in the same consideration now, as it hath 
bin formerly : and I must not suffer any diminution of that 
honor by my person to please toy whatsoever. 

Mr. I shall propose an expedient to you, that you may 
take your places as you come ; he who comes first, the first 
place, and he who comes last the lower place. 

Wh. I shall hardly take a place below the Danish ambas- 
sador, though I come into the roome after him. 

Ma. Butt when you come into the roome, and find the 
Danish ambassador sett, you cannot help it^ though he have 
the upper place. 

Wh. I shall endeavour to help it, rather than sit below the 
Danish ambassador. 

z 2 
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Ms. I presume you will not use force in the queen's 
kence. 

Wh. Master, it is impossible for me» if it were in thepi»»>| 
aence of all the queens and kings in Christendome^ to Ibi beMe' 
to use any means to hinder the dishonor of my iiatioi& in wf' 
person. 

Ma. I believe the Danish ambassador would not be so M^ 
as you are. 

Wh. There is no reason why he should: he knows In 
nation never pretended to have the precedence of Engbod: 
and yoU) being master of the ceremonies^ cannot be ignmnt 
of it. 

Ma. I oonfesse your nation alwayes had the preeedeneeof 
Denmarke when you were under a king. 

Wh. / ^otdd never give it Jrom them, tkough th^ were mder 
a eonetabU, 

Me. If you insist upon it, the Danish ambassador must be 
uninvited againe, for I perceive that you two must not meet 

Wh. I suppose the gentleman would not expect precedencs 
of me. 

Ma. I can assure you he doth. 

Wh. I can assure you he shall never have it, if I can hdp 
it : but I pray, master, tell me whether her majesty tskc» ' | 
notice of this question of precedence, or did she wish, to eoa- 
ferre with . me about it ? 

Ma. The queen commandeth me to speake with you about ' 
it, hoping that the question might be so composed, that she '| 
might have the company of you both att her intertainmenL 

Wh. I shall stay att home rather than interrupt her majes- '| 
ty*s pleasure, which I should doe by meeting the Danish em- 
bassador, to whom I shall not give precedence, unlcsse he be 
stronger then I. 

Ma. The queen makes this masque chiefly for your excel- 
lence's intertainment, therefore you must not be absent, but 
lather the« Danish ambassador must be uninvited ; and I sbaU 
presently goe about it. 

[In the evening, according to the invitation from the qoeen^ 
Whitelocke went to court to the masque, where he did not find 
the Danish ambassador ; but some of the court tooke notice of 
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the discourse which had bin between the master of the cere- 
momes and Whitelocke, touching precedence, and they all 
approved Whitelocke's resolution, and told him that the queen 
bi^ly commended him for it, and said that he was a stout and 
ivithfull servant to the protector, and to his nation, and that 
^e^ahould love him the better for it ; nor was the contest the 
lesse pleasing, bicause with the Dane in Sweden.] 



IKTHXTKLOCKX DANCITH WITH CHEISTINA. — A CUEIOU8 KXMAaK 

▲FTIKWAEDS. 

]| After they had done dauncing, and Whitelocke had waited 
uppon the queen to her chayre of state, she said to him.] 

Qu. Par Dieu I these Hollanders are lying fellows. 

Wh. I wonder how the Hollanders should come into your 
mind uppon such an occasion as this is, who are not usually 
thought uppon in such solemnities, nor much acquainted with 
them. 

Qu. I will tell you aU. The Hollanders reported to me a 
great while since, that all tJu noblesse of England were of the 
king*s party, and none butt mechanichs of the parlement party, 
pnd not a gentleman among themj now I thought to trye you, 
^nd to shame you if you could not daunce : but I see, that you 
are a gentleman, and have been bred a gentleman ; and that 
makes me say the Hollanders are lying fellows, to report that 
there was not a gentleman of the parlement*s party, when I 
see by you chiefly, and by many of your company, that you art 
gentlemen. 

Wh. ' Trudy, madame, in this they told a great untruetb to 
your nuyesty, as I believe they have don^ in severall other 
particulars ; I doe confesse that the greatest part of our no- 
bUity and gentry were of the king*s party, but many of them 
likewise were of the parlement*s party ; and I, who am sent 
to waite uppon your miyesty, can (without vanity) derive to 
fnyielfe an antient pedigree of a gentleman. 
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THE CHANCSLLOR OZENSTIEBNE TKXVSMlTTFrtB. AWTKX TO 
CROMWELL BT HIS AMBASSADOR, WHICH THK AXEASSABOB 
rOROETTETB TO DELITBR. 

CsLAV. I shall 'advise you, att your retinme bome^ to pott 
the protector in mind of some particulars, -vrhich in my jii4ge- 
ment require his speciall care. 

Wh. I shall faithfully doe it, and I know they will be re- 
ceived with much the more regard, comming from yoa ; wad 
I vray doe me the favor to lett me know them. 

Chak. I would counsell the protector to take heed of tlnse 
daungerous opinions, in matters of religioiiy which dayly b- 
crease among you, and, if not prevented and curbed^ will esiae 
new troubles ; they Viever resting till themselves may domineer 
in chiefe. 

Wh. Will not the best way to curb them be to slight them, 
and so they will &11 of themselves ? 

Chics. I doubt they have taken too much roote to M » 
easily ; butt if they be not countenanced with preferremenis, 
they will the sooner wither Rnd decay. 

Wh, That will surely lessen them* 

Chak. The protector must also be carefull to provide moaq 
and imployment for his soldiers, else he will hardly keep tiiea 
in order. 

Wh. That is very requisite ; and for money there is good 
provision already made. 

Chan. He must likewise be watchfull of the king's party, 
who will be buisy att worke, especially uppon the new ekam^ 

Wh. The care thereof is the life of our a fl ay res, and his 
highnes is most vigilant. 

Chan. It behoves him to be so, for they that could not 
vanquish him by armes, will indeavor to doe it by ertit, tai. 
treachery • of your own party, which you must looke to. 

Wh. He hath good intelligence of their plotts. 

Chan. It will also be prudence in him to lett tiie peo;de se^ 
that he intends not to rule them with an iron scepter, nor t» 

* Hare used by the chancellor as another word for just discontent 



J 



'343 

goveme tbem by an army, butt to gire themnci a Uberty/nul 
injoymtnt tf tht benefit of Aeir laaet, that tie contimance of hii 
gmerHemeMt mag bievme thir intereit, and that Aej 111B7 haye 
no cause to dedre a change ; die Ihougli tfaejr muM beare the 
yoake for a time, yett as soon as tbey meet mlh an appoTtuvitj 
they wilt shake it off againe. 

Wb. Thii is eouiuell proper to come from luoh a mind and 
iudgemeut as yours is, and I shall not feyie to report it to his 
bighnes i and your excellence hath rightly stated the dispcaition 
of my counlrymen, who lore peace and liberty, and vill hardly 
brooke slaTery longer than they me forced to it by necessity 1 
atid the best way to goverae them is, to lett tbem injoy their 
laves and ri^its, vhicfa will rule them better then on iron 

Cham* It is the disposition of all genemus and free people, 
aa the Engliah are, vhom I tmely itspeet, and him that is 
their head, that gallant person, the proteotoi. 



[After this discourse, she drew her stools ckne tofHuldoeke, 
and this discourse passed.] 

Qd. I shall surprise you with something which I intend to 
communicate to you ; butt it mnit be under Becrecy. 

Wh. Madame, we, that have trin yened in 
England, doe not use to be surprized %ith tbi 
young lady ; whatsoever your majesty shall t1 

Ailly obeyed by me. 

Qd. I have great confidence of yonr honor 
and therefore, tiiough you are a stranger, I Ihi 
with abuimes of the greatest consequence to 1 
and vbich T bsTc not conunimicaled to an 
winld I hare you to tell any one of it, no noi 
% 4 
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till you come to see him ; and in this buisneis I desire your 
counsd}. 

Wh. Tour majesty doth me in this the greatest honor ima- 
ginable, and your confidence in me I shall not (through the 
help of God) deoeiye in the least measure, nor relate to auy 
person (except my generall) what you shall impart to me i 
and wherin your mi^esty shall judge my counsell wottby your 
receiving, I riiall give it you with all sincerity, and according 
to the best of my poore ca(|Micity. 

Qu. Sir, this it b : I have it in my thoughts and resolution 
to quitt the crowne of Sweden, and to retire myselie unto a 
private life, as much more suitable to my contentment, then 
the great cares and troubles attending uppon the govemement 
of my kingdome : and what think you of this resolution ? 

Wh. I am sorry to heare your nugestye calle it a resolution ; 
and if anything would surprise a man, to heare such a reso* 
lution from a lady of your parts, power, and judgement, would 
doe it ; butt I suppose your majesty is pleased only to droUe 
with your humble servant. 

Qu. I cpeake to you the trueth of my intentions ; and had 
it not bin for your comming hither, which caused me to deferre 
that resolutimi, probably it might have bin done before this 
time. 

Wh. I beseech your mi^esty deferre that resolution still, or 
rather wholly exclude it from your thoughts, as unfitt to receive 
any intertainment in your royall breast ; and give me your par- 
don, if I speake my poore opinion with all duety and plainness 
to you, since you are pleased to require it : can any reason enter 
into a mind, so friU of reason as yours is, to cause such a reso* 
lution from your migesty ? 

Qu. I take your plainness in very good part, and desire you 
to use fieedome with me in this matter. The reasons which 
conduct me to such a resolution are, because I am a woman* 
and therefore the more unfitt to goveme, and subject to the 
greater inconveniences ; that the heavy cares of govemement 
doe out-> weigh the glories and pleasures of it, and are not to 
be imbraced in comparison of that contentment, which a prir 
.vate retirement brings with it. 
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:. As I am ■ atroDger, I have ui adTanUge to apeiika 
we freely to your m^eatj, esperifllly in this great buisnet ; 
. I am one vho have bin acquainted with a retired life, 
judge of that ; but oa to the carea ot a cnywae, none butt 
that weare Itt can judge of them ; only this I can say, 
le higher your station is, the more opportunity you have 
ag seirice to God, and good to the worlde. 
. I desiie that more service W God, and more gaud to 
irM may be done, then I, being a woman, am capable to 
me ; and aa soon as I can settle some afiayres for the good 
Ivantoge of my people, I think I may. without tcandall, 
nyselfe of mj continuall cares, and injoy the pleasure of 

: Butt, madame, you that ii\joy Che lungdome by right 
^ent, you that have the full affections and obedience ot 
ts of your subjects, wby should you be discouraged to 
ue the rrines in your own bands ? how can you finiake 
wbo lesti^ so much loie to you, and Ulung of your 

, It iamy love totiie peoplewhich cauaethmetothinlw 
riding a better governor for them then a poor woman 
i, and it is somewhat of love to myselfe, to please my 
incy, by my private retirement. ' 

:. Madame, God hath called you to this eminent place 
nrer of queen : doe not act contrary to this call, and 
> yourseUe fiom doing Him setviee, for which end we are 
a ; and your majesty, aa queen, hath tarre greater op- 
lities, then you can have as a private peiaon, to iniug 
to Him. 

If another person, who may succeed me, have capacl^, 
Mei opportunity, by reason of his seie and parts, to doe 
md his countrey service then I can have, then my 
ig the govemement, and putting it into better hands, 
ully ansveare this objection. 

. I confesse my ignorance of better hands then your 
in which the garemement may be placed. 

My couseo, the prince Fslatiii, is ■ penon of excellent 
■nd atnlitiei for gorememen^ besides hii valour and 
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knowledge in military afikyres : him I have caused to be de- 
cbured my successor : it was I only that did it. Perhaps you 
may have beard of the passages between him and me ; bittt I 
am resolved never to marry. It "rill be much more for the 
advantage of the people* that the crown be on his head then on. 
mine ; none fitter than he for iu 

Wh. I doe believe his royall highnes to be a person of ex- 
ceeding great htmor and abilities for goveraement : you have 
caused him to be declared your successor : and it will be no 
injury to him to stay his time ; I am sure it may be to your 
majesty to be perswaded (perhaps designedly) to give up your 
right to him whilest you live and ought to injoy it. 

Q,u. It is no designe, butt my owne voluntary act, and he 
being more active and fitt for the govemement then I am, the 
sooner he is putt into it the better. 

Wh. The better for him indeed. With your majesty's 
leave, I shall tell you a story of an old English gentleman, 
who had an active young man to his son, that perswaded the 
father to give up the management of the estate to the son, who 
could make greater advantage by it then his &ther did : he 
consented, writings were prepared and firiends mett to see the 
agreement executed to quitt all to the son, reserving only a 
pension to the father. Whilest this was doing, the father (as 
is much used) was taking tobacco in the better roome^ the 
paricNT, where his rheum caused him to spitt much, which 
offended liie son ; and because there was much <;ooapany, he 
desired his fiither to take the tobacco in the kitchen, and to 
SfNtt there, which he obeyed. All things being ready, the son 
calls his &ther to come and seale the writings : tbe*iather sayd 
hu mind was changed ; the son wondered att it, and asking 
fSbe rciason tiie wise old man said the reason was, because be 
WSB resolved to spitt in the parlor as long as he lived ; and 
80 I hope will a wise young lady.(!) 

Qu. ^Tour story is very apt to our purpose, and the appli* 
cation proper, to keep the crown uppon my head as long as I 
live ; butt to be quitt o£ it, rather then to keep it, / 9?iall think 
to beta Bpkt in the parlour » 

Wh. What your majesty likes best, is best to you ; but dot 



yoa not tUnke that Charles V. had as great hopes of content' 
ment b;r his abdication, as your majesty hath, and yelt repented 
it the same day he did it * 

Q.C. That was by reason of his ion's unworthiness ; but 
many other princes have happily, and with all oonteoRnent, 
retired tbemselTcs to a private condition ; and I am confidmtf 
that my cousen, the prince, will see that I shall be duely paid 
what I reserrc for my owne muntenonce. 

Wh. Madame, lett me hiunbly odnse you, if any such thing 
should be (aa I hope it wU not) to reserve tint countrey in 
your possession out of which your reserved rerenue shall be 
issued i far when money is to be paid out of a prince's treasury, 
it is not alwayes ready and eertaine. 

Qu. The prince Falatin is full of justice and honor ; butt 
I like your counsetl well, and shall follow it, and advise further 

Wb. Madame, 1 sball be alwayes ready to serve you in any 
of your oommaunds, butt more unwillingly in this Acn any 
other. Suppose, madame (ss the worst must be cast), that by 
some exigencyes, or troubles, your lessened revenue should not 
be answered, and payd, to supply your own occaoons ; you 
that have bin mistiis of the whole revemie of this crowne, and 
of so noble and bountifully a heart as you have, how can yon 
beare the abridging of it, or it may be,, the necessary sui^lyea 
for yourseUe and servants to be wanting to your quality ? 

Q,L-. In case of such exigencyes, notwithstanding my quality, 
1 am content myselfe with very little ; and for servants, with a 



Wh. This is good phylosophy, butt hard to practice. 
me leave, madame, U> make another objection ; you n 
queen, and sovereigne.lsdy, of all tbe nations subject ti 
crown and person, whose word the stoutest and greatest . 
them doe obey, and strive to cringe to you ; butt wbt 
shall have divested yourseUe of all power, the same ; 
who now tavne uppon you, will be then apt to putt ■ 
aud scomes uppon you i and how can your generoi 
royall spirit brooke them, and to be despised by those 
you have raysed and so ranch obliged ? 

Q.O. I looke uppon such thingea as these as ,tlie coi 
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this world, and shall expect such aoomes, and be prepared to 
oontemne them. 

Wh. These answears are strong arguments of your excellent 
temper and fitnes to continue in your power and government ; 
And such resolutions will advance your majesty above any 
earthly crowne. Such a spirit as this showes how much you 
are above other women, and most men in the world, and, as 
such a woman, you have the more advantage for government ; 
and without disparagement to the prince, not inferior to himt 
or any other man, to have the trust of it 

Qu. What opinion have they in England of the prince 
Palatin. 

Wh. They have a very honourable opinion of him, butt 
have not heard so much of him as of your majesty, of whom is 
great discourse, fuU of respect and honor to your person, and 
to your government. 

Qu. I hope I shall testify my respects to your common- 
wealth in the buisnes of the treaty between us, and that it 
shall be brought to a good issue, and give satis&ction to us 
both. 

Wh. That doth wholly rest in your majesty*s power, to 
whom I hope to have the favor to offer my reasons in any 
points, wherein there is a difference of opinion between your 
chancellor and me; and I shall much depend uppon your 
majesty's judgement, and good inclinations to my superiors. 

Qc. I shall not be wanting in my expresmons thereof, and 
doe hope, that the protector will afford me his assistance for 
the guning of a good occasion and place for my intended re^ 
tirement. 

Wh. You will find his highnes full of civility and req>ects 
Mid readines to serve your majesty. 

Qu. I shall never desire anything but what may stand with 
the good of both nations ; and what doe you judge the best 
means to procure free navigation through the Sundt ? 

Wb, I know no other means butt force, the king of Den* 
mark den3ring it. 

Qu. That is the way indeed ; butt what shall then be done 
with the castles uppon the Sundt, and the king of Denmarke** 
Iftnd there? 
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Wh. If it slftll please God to give a blessing to the designee 
the castles must either be razed, or they and the island putt 
into good hands, such as both may trust. 

Qu. That is to the purpose ; but doe you thinke that Eng-« 
land will assist to that end ? 

Wh. I thinke they will, uppon such reasonable conditi(»i8 
as shall be accorded ; butt, in such actions, speedy and vigorous 
prosecution is necessary. The spring should not be lost, against 
which time preparations are to be made, and your majesty must 
be pleased to give me your proposals for that buisnes ; nor is 
the present treaty uppon my articles to be delayed, they being 
the foundation of the whole designe. 

Qu. You may assure yourselfe, that the alliance between the 
two nations is a^ good as concluded, and will be done ; and I 
will give you my proposals concerning the Sundt: and if 
Zeland could be taken from the Dane, and the protector agre^ 
to my living there, it should be the place of my retirement ; I 
would quit the crown' of Sweden and reside there. 

Wh. Your majesty would have the worst part of the bar- 
mne; I hope you would then bestow uppon your servant the 
commaund of one of the castles there. , 

Qu. With all my heart, butt I believe you doe butt droUel 
I will promise you more, that if this buisnes be brought to 
effect, I shall be willing, if England will consent to it, that you 
shall have the commaund of all the island, and of all such 
Swedish and English forces as shall be placed there ; and I 
should not be willing to putt that trust into the hand of any 
other stranger whatsoever, so much confidence I have of your 
worth and honor. 

Wh. Your majesty is pleased to put an exceeding great 
6bligation uppon me, and I hope (by the assistance of God) I 
should approve my faithfullness in any trust reposed in me. 
I believe my lord protector would as soon putt this great trust 
in me as in any other of his servants, and I shall acquaint his 
highnes with what your majesty mentions. 

Qf7. I pray doe so ; and I shall give you my proposals, 

Wh. This discourse putts me in mind of a passage of my 
generall, before I came out of England : he told me he had a 
mind to quitt his charge^ and presently followed an addition of 
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honor to him : the like may be to ;our majesty, though not in 
titles yet in good successes. 

Qu. All the addition I desire, is to be lease then I am, by 
a priyate retirement. 

WHITELOCKE EBTUaNED. — HE RECOUNTS TO CaOMWELL» LORD 
PROTECTOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH, THE ▲DVENTURBS OF HIS 

EMBASSY TO CHRISTINA. THE LORD FROTECTOR's REMARKS 

THEREON. 

[Whitelocke came toWhitehall about nine o'clock this morn- 
ing*, where he visited Mr. Secretary Thurloe, who brought 
him to the protector ; and he received Whitelocke with great 
demonstration of affection, and carryed him into his cabbinett, 
where they were togither about an hower, and had this among 
other discourses.] 

Pro. How have you enjoyed your health in your long jour- 
ney, both by sea and laud ; and how could you indure those 
hardships you were putt unto in that barren and cold coun- 
trey ? 

Wh. Indeed, sir, I have indured many hardships, for an 
old crazy carcas as mine is ; but God was pleased to shew 
much mercy to me, in my support under them, and vouch- 
safing me competent health and strength to indure them. 

Pro. I have heard of your quarters and lodging in strawe, 
and of your diett in your journey : we were not so hardly nor 
so often putt to itt in our servige in the army. 

Wh. Both my company and myselfe did cheerfully indure 
all our hardships and wants, being in the service of our Crod 
and of our countrey. 

Pro. That was also our support in our hardships in the 
army : and it is the best support ; indeed it is : and you found 
it so in the very great preservations you have had from 
daungers. 

Wh. Your highnes hath had great experience of the good- 
nes of God to you ; and the same hand hath appeared wonder- 
fully in the preservation of my company and myself from 
many imminent and great daungers both by sea and land. 

* Monday, July the 3d. 1651 
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F&o. The greatest of all others; I beare, was in your return 
home uppon our coast. 

Wb. . That indeed, sir, was very miraculous. 
Pro* I am glad to see you safe and well after it. 
Wh. I haye cause to blesse God with all thankefiilnes for it 
as long as I live. 

P&9. I pray, my lord, tell me the particulars of that great 
deliverance. 

[Theruppon Whitelocke gave a particular account of the 
passages of that wonderful! preservation : . then the protector 
said] 

P&o. Really these passages are full of wonder and mercy ; 
and I have cause to join with you in acknowledgement of the 
goodnes of the Lord heerin« 

Wh. Your highnes testifyes a true sence thereof and your 
&vor to your servant. 

Pro. I hope I shall never forget the one or the other ; in- 
deed I hope I shall not : butt, I pray, tell me, is the queen a 
ladi/ of such rare parts as is reported of her ? 

Wh. Truly, sir, she is a lady excellently qualified, of rare 
abilities of mind, perfect in many languages, smd most sorts of 
learning, especially history, and, beyond compare with any 
person whom I have knowne, understanding the affayres and 
interest of all the states and princes of Christendome. 

Pro. That is very much : but ,what are her principles in 
matters of religion ? 

Wh. They are not such as I could wish they were ; they 
are too much inclined to the manner of that countrey, and to 
some perswasions from men not well inclined to those matters, 
who have bad too much power with her. 

Pro. That is a great deale of pitty ; Indeed I have heard of 
some passages of her, not well relishing with those that feare 
God ; and this is too generall an evill among those people, 
who are not so well principled in matters of religion as were 
to be wished. 

Wh. That ib too true; but many sober men and good 
Christians among them doe hope, that in time there may be a 
reformation of those things ; and I took the boldness to putt 
the queen and the present king in mind of the duety incum- 



^PP^^I— P^W^^fli^^r^l^P^wwiri W ^ yAJM*.!. *. w w> ^r — " ■'■ m nm 



S52 BBiTisna statesmen. 

bent uppon them in that buisnes ; and this I did with beeom* 
ming freedome, and it was well taken. 

Pao. I thinke you did very well to informe them of that 
£rreat duety, which now lyes uppon the king ; and did he give 
care to it ? 

Wh. Yes, truely, sir, and told me that he did acknowledge 
it to be his duety, which he resolved to pursue as opportunity 
could be had of it ; butt he said, it must be done by degrees 
with a boisterous people, so long accustomed to the contrary ; 
and the like answear I had from the archbishop of Ubsale* 
and from the chancellor, when I spake to them uppon tiie 
same subjeftl^ which I did plainly. 

Pao. I a^ glad you did so : is the archbishop a man of 
good abilities ? 

Wh. He is aVery reverend person, learned, and seems very 
pious. 

Pro. The chantdlor is the great wite man 9 

Wh. He is the wisest man that ever I conversed with 
ABROADE, (!) and his abilities are fully answearable to the 
report of him. 

Pro. What character do you give of the present king ? 

Wh. I had the honor divers times to be with his majesty, 
who did that extraordinary honor to me as to virat me at my 
house : he is a person of great worth, honor, and abilities 
and not inferior to any in courage and military conduct. 

Pro. That was an exceeding high favor to come to you in 
person. 

Wh. He never did the like to any publique minister ; butt 
this, and all other honor done to me, was but to testify their 
respects to your highnes, the which indeed was very great>- 
both there and where I past in Germany. 

Pro. I am obliged to them for their very great civility. 

Wh. Both the queen, and the king, and his brother, and 
the archbishop, and the chancellor, and most of the grandee^ 
gave testimony of very great respect to your highnes, and thait 
not only by their words butt by their actions likewise. 

Pro. I shall be ready to acknowledge their respeds uppoJI 
any occasion. 

Wh. The Uhe respects were testified to your highnsB in Gef^ 
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many, eapeciaUy hy the town of Hambourgh^ where I indea- 
voured, in your highnes's name, to confirme the priviledges of 
the English merchants, who, with your resident there, showed 
much kindness to me and my company* 

Pro. I shall heartily thanke them for it. Is ikkst court of 
Sweden gallant andjtdl of resort to it ? 

Wh. They arc extreame gallant for their cloathes ; and for 
company, most of the nohility, and the civUl and military 
officers, make their constant residence where the court is, and 
many repayre thither on all occasions. 

Pro* Is their administration of Justice speedy ; and have they 
many law suits ? 

Wh. They have justice in a speedier way then with us, 
butt more arbitrary, and fewer causes, in regard that the 
boores dare not contend with their lords, and they have butt 
few contracts, because they have butt little trade ; and there is 
smalle use of conveyances or questions of titles, bicause the 
law distributes every man's estate after his death among his 
children, which they cannot alter, and therefore have the 
fewer contentions. 

Pro. That is like ofir ffave£-kind. 

Wh. It is the same thing ; and in many perticulars of our 
lawes, in cases of private right, and of the publique governe- 
ment (especially in their parlements), there is a strange re- 
semblance between their law and ours. 

Pro. Perhaps ours might, some of them, be brought from 
thence. 

Wh. Doubtless they were, when the Goths and Saxons, and 
those northeme people, planted themselves beer. 

Pro. You met with a barren countrey, and very colde ? 

Wh. The remoter parts of it from the court are extreame 
barren ; butt att Stoekholme and Upsale, and most of the 
great townes, they have store of provisions : butt fatt beefe 
and mutton in the winter time is not so plentifull with them, 
as in the countryes more southerly ; and tlietr hott weather in 
summer as much exceeds ours, as their cold doth in winter. 

Pro. That is somewhat troublesome to indure , butt how 
could you passe over their very long winter nights? 

Wh. I kept my people together ; and in action and recrea.- 
VOL. VI. A A 
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tion ; by having musick in my house^ and incouraging that and iltc 
exercige of dauncingt which held them by the ears and eyes,axul 
gave them diversion without any offence. And I caused the 
gentlemen to have disputations in Latin, and declamations 
uppon words which I gave them. 

Pro. Those were very good divertionSf and made your house a 
little academy. 

Wh. I thought these little recreations better then gaming 
for money, or going forth to places of debauchery. 

Pro. It was much better ; and I am glad you had so good 
an issue of your treaty. 

Wh. I blesse God for it, and shall be ready to give your 
highnes a particular account of it, when you shall appoint a 
time for it. 

Pro. I thinke that Thursday next, in the morning, will be 
a good time for you to come to the councell, and to make 
your report of the transactions of your negotiations ; and you 
and I must have many discourses upon these arguments. 

Wh. I shall attend your highnes and the councell. 



The treaty thus successfully concluded by Whitelocke, is 
matter of history, and will find mention in the notice of the 
protectorate. It was a treaty of commerce between the two 
countries, and a prohibition of protection and favor to the ene- 
mies of either. 

It is pleasant to be able to close these interesting scenes 
with a happy piece of gallantry on the part of Cromwell. 
Soon after Whitelocke*s return, he sent over his portrait to 
queen Christina, inscribed with a Latin epigram, for which the 
hand of Milton had been right cheerfully employed, and which 
ran to this effect. — "Virgin, powerful in war, queen of the 
frozen north, bright star of the pole, you see what furrows the 
toils of the field have traced in my brow, while, already old in 
appearance, I still retain the energies of a soldier, and pursue 
the untried paths of fate, executing the heroic behests of that 
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country with whose welfare I am intrusted. Yet to you I 
willingly smooth the sternness of my feature ; nor shall the 
royal Christina find that I at all times regard the possessor of 
a throne with severity.'** 

This portrait, I should add, was seen a century afterwards 
at the court of Stockholm, by one of the ambassadors to that 
court, Isaac Le Heup, esq., who described it to several gen- 
tlcftnen in this country. It was by Walker, and represented 
Cromwell in his warrior garb, but (in delicate compliment to 
Christina) with a double gold chain (her gift), hanging down 
his neck to his breast, and, pendent from it, three crowns, 
with, below them, a white pearl. These were the arms of 
Sweden, which, with the gold chain, and a private missive 
from Christina, imagined in her wildest and most fantastic hu- 
mour, were said to have rapidly followed Whitelocke to Eng- 
land. The missive was to the ellect that, supposing a mar- 
riage practicable, she should not hesitate, in Cromwell's favour, 
to forego her objections to the drudgery of it, since she thought 
it possible that between them they might get a race of Alex- 
anders. Our notices of Cromwell and Christina may noWn- 
aptly close with this characteristic incident, which the grave 
reader will not indignantly reject altogether as a piece of wild 
romance, until he shall have read the following extract of a 
"letter of intelligence" from one of Thurloe's most trust- 
worthy spies stationed at the Hague, and who thus conveys 
what was the gossip of almost every court at the time — 

* The original runs thus : — 

*' Bellipotens virgo, septem regina trionum, 

Christina, Arctoi lucida Stella poll! 
Cernis, quas merui dura sub casside rugas, 

Utque senex, armis irapiger, ora tero : 
Inviu fatorum dum per vestigia nitor, 

Exequor et populi fortia jussa manu. 
Ast tibi submittit Arontem reverentior umbra ; 

Nee sunt hi vultus regibus usque truces." 

Of which, should the reader desire to see an indifferent poetical translation, 
he has it from Toland : — 

** Bright martial maid, queen of the Aro^n zone ! 
The northern pole supports thy shining throne : 
Behold what furrows age and steel can plow ; 
The helmet's weight oppress'd this wrinkled brow. 
Through fate's untrodden paths I move ; my hands 
Still act my freeborn people's bold commands: 
Yet this stern shade to you submits his frowns ; 
Nor are these looks always severe to crowns." 

A A 2 
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" Voiis doubtes, si la Hollande soit cordialement encline a 

la paix ; mais icy on a plus de sujet de doubter, si les Anglois 

Cromwell Orangeparty 

ou 130 soyent Teritablement enclins a la paix. Les 145 and 

royalists Crrmwell 

146 icy soustiennent fort et ferme, que ISO affecte le droit 

Scotland queen of Sweden 

de 138. L*on en raille, disant que Teffigie de 141 pend en 

Cromwell 
sa chambre : que la femme de 130 en soit jaloux ; auroit dit 
Cromwell 
130 voudroit bien, que je fusse morte ; cars alors aussy tost il 

queen of Sweden 
espousera cette 141.'^ 



A NEW BALLAD TO THE TUNE OF 
COCK-LORRELL. 

Will you hear a strange thing ne*er heard of before, 

A ballad without any lies ; 
A parliament that is turned out of door, 

And a council of state likewise. 

Brave Oliver came to the house like a sprite. 
His fiery look struck the speaker dumb : 

*< You must be gone hence," quoth he, " by this light 
Do y' intend to sit here till doomsday come ? " 

With that the speaker look*d pale for fear. 
As if he had been with the night-mare rid, 

In so much that some did think that were there 
That he ev*n did as the alderman did. 

t 

But Oliver, though he be doctor of law. 

Yet seem*d to play the physician here. 
Whose physick so wrought in the speaker's maw, 
That it gave him a stool instead of his chair. 
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Sir Arthur thought Oliver wond*rous bold, 
I mean that knight that was one of the five. 

For he was loth to loose his freehold ; 

But needs must he go whom the Devil doth drive. 

And gone he is for the north countryi 

In hope thereabout to make some stir ; 
But in the mean time pray take it from me. 

Brave Arthur must yield to brave Oliver. 

Harry Martin wonder'd to see such a thing 

Done by a knight of such high degree, 
An art which he couldn't expect from a king, 

Much less from such a John Dorie as he. 

But Oliver, laying his hand on his sword. 

Upbraided him with his adultery, 
Then Martin gave him never a word, 

But humbly thank*d his majesty. 

Allen the coppersmith was in great fear, 
He did us much harm since the war begun, 

A broken cit was he many a year. 

And now he 's a broken parliament-man. 

Bold Oliver told him what he had been. 

And him a cheating knave did call. 
Which put him into a fit of the spleen. 

For now he must give an account for all. 

It went to the heart of sir Harry Vane, 

To think what a terrible fall he should have. 

For he that did once in the parliament reign 
Was caird, as I hear, a dissembling knave. 

Bradshaw, that president, bold as a pope. 

Who loves upon kings and princes to trample ; 

Now the house is dis8olv*d, I cannot but hope 
To see such a president made an example. 
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Now room for the speaker without the mace, 
And room for the rest of the rabble rout ! 

My masters, methinks it 's a pitiful case. 
Like the snuff of a candle thus to go out. 

Some like this change, and some like it not ; 

For they say they are sure it was done in due season : 
Some say it was the Jesuits' plot. 

Because it resembled the gun-powder treason. 

Some think that Cromwell with Charles is agreed. 

And say *twere good policy if it were so. 
Least the Hollander, French, the Dane, and the Swede, 

Do bring him in whether he will or no. 

And now I would gladly conclude my song 
With a prayer, as ballads are wont to do ; 

But yet 1*11 forbear,,^ / think ere *t he long 
We may have a king and a parliament too, 

July IS. 1653. 
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